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The  Society  publishes  the  ornithological  and  natural  history  records  of  the  London 
Area  within  a  20-mile  radius  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral. 

It  particularly  welcomes  new  members  -  experts  and  beginners  alike  -  and  it 
provides  an  extensive  programme  of  lectures  and  films  throughout  the  year,  weekly 
field  meetings,  week-end  trips,  special  surveys  and  field-work.  It  publishes  a 
regular  bird  Bulletin  and  general  Newsletter,  which  give  up-to-the-minute  inform¬ 
ation  on  bird  migration  and  other  topics,  a  twice-yearly  Programme  of  activities, 
and  the  annual  London  Bird  Report  and  London  Naturalist.  It  has  a  large  lending 
library  of  natural  history  books  and  reading  circles  for  circulating  scientific  journals 
at  a  fraction  of  their  cost;  and  it  will  advise  on  evening  classes  in  ornithology  and 
other  subjects. 

Many  individual  interests  are  catered  for:  ornithology,  ecology,  botany,  mammal 
study,  nature  conservation,  geology,  archaeology,  entomology,  rambling  and 
local  groups. 

Yearly  subscriptions  range  from  £4  (full  member)  to  £2  (under-18,  or  full  time 
student  under  25).  Additional  family  members  pay  only  £1.25.  Cheques  and 
postal  orders  should  be  made  payable  to  the  London  Natural  History  Society 
and  sent  to  the  membership  secretary,  Mrs.  Barbara  Barrett,  21  Green  Way, 
Frinton-on-Sea,  Essex,  C013  9AL,  who  will  be  pleased  to  send  details  of  covenants 
and  payment  by  banker’s  order. 
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Introduction 

It  is  with  considerable  regret  that  we  record  in  this  year  of  publication  (1978)  the 
untimely  deaths  of  R.  C.  Homes  on  June  2nd  and  Dr  J.  G.  Harrison  on  Sept.  1st. 
Dick  Homes  was  founder  editor  of  the  first  issue  of  the  London  Bird  Report  in  1937 
and  his  work  for  the  Society  spanned  40  years  as  recorder,  editor,  chairman  and 
president.  He  will  be  particularly  remembered  for  his  editorship  of  Birds  of  the 
London  Area  (1957  and  1964)  and  as  co-author  of  Birds  of  the  North  Kent  Marshes 
(1950).  Equally  outstanding  was  his  work  for  the  BTO,  where  he  served  26  years 
on  the  council,  was  twice  elected  president  and  was  the  Bernard  Tucker  Medallist 
for  1955.  Jeffery  Harrison,  in  contrast,  never  held  office  but  was  a  great  friend 
of  the  Society  and  a  very  popular  lecturer.  His  work  on  the  Lower  Thames  with 
Peter  Grant  has  been  excitingly  chronicled  in  The  Thames  Transformed  (1976); 
but  his  greatest  achievement  was  undoubtedly  the  creation  of  the  Sevenoaks  G.P. 
Reserve  (see  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  37  :  52-5)  and  it  will  be  particularly  fitting  if  his 
projected  public  Museum  Centre  at  the  reserve  can  be  completed. 

VOOUS  SEQUENCE 

As  many  readers  will  already  know,  the  BTO  with  British  Birds  and  the  new 
handbook  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  have  adopted  the  new  Voous  Sequence 
for  listing  species.  This  differs  greatly  from  the  old  Wetmore  classification,  but 
inevitably  it  will  gain  wide  acceptance.  For  the  moment,  however,  the  London 
Bird  Report  is  retaining  the  present  Wetmore  sequence  and  all  records  should 
continue  to  be  submitted  in  that  order.  An  announcement  of  any  change  will  be 
made  in  the  Bulletin . 

AGEING  IMMATURE  BIRDS 

Editorial  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  occasional  confusion  that  can  arise  when 
interpreting  the  ages  of  immature  birds  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Published 
descriptions  normally  refer  to  the  plumage  of  the  bird,  e.g.  first- winter,  but  when 
summarizing  records  of  immatures  in  more  than  one  plumage  it  is  often  more 
convenient  to  use  calendar-year  dating,  e.g.  first-year  or  second-year,  in  accordance 
with  BTO  practice.  In  explanation,  both  systems  are  shown  side-by-side  in  the 
following  example: 


Plumage  sequence  Calendar-year  {Jan- Dec) 


Juvenile 

First-winter 

First-year 

First-winter 

First-summer 

Second-year 

Second-winter 
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Records  Committee 

P.  J.  Oliver,  Chairman  P.  Clement,  Secretary 

F.  H.  Jones,  K.  C.  Osborne,  M.  Spicer  and  the  following  Recorders: 


Inner  London  .  D.  A.  Boyd,  35  Clifton  Place,  Sussex  Square, 

London,  W.2. 

Essex  .  J.  Fitzpatrick,  18  Edwick  Court,  High  Street, 

Cheshunt,  Herts. 

Herts.  &  Bucks.  .  J.  D.  Magee,  138  Baldwins  Lane,  Croxley 

Green,  Rickmansworth,  Herts.,  WD3  3LJ. 

Middlesex  .  .  P.  Naylor,  27  West  Common  Road,  Uxbridge, 

Middlesex. 

Kent*  .  J.  D.  Hook,  2  Manor  View,  Beckenham, 

Kent,  BR3  1AD. 

Surreyf  .  B.  A.  Marsh,  19  Grasmere  Avenue,  Kingston 

Vale,  London,  SW15  3RB. 


*  including  records  on  the  Lower  Thames  from  London  Bridge  to  Tilbury 
f  including  records  on  the  River  Thames  from  Staines  to  Wandsworth 
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Review  of  the  Year 

During  the  year  217  species  were  recorded  in  the  London  Area  (excluding  feral 
birds  and  obvious  escapes):  103  bred,  73  occurred  on  passage  or  as  winter  visitors, 
and  41  fell  within  the  broad  category  of  rarities. 


RARE  AND  UNUSUAL  SPECIES 

The  year  was  particularly  notable  for  American  vagrants:  Long-billed  Dowitcher 
(1st  record).  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  (2nd),  Baird’s  Sandpiper  (2nd),  Ring-necked 
Duck  (2nd  and  3rd),  Solitary  Sandpiper  (3rd),  Lesser  Yellowlegs  (4th)  and  Pectoral 
Sandpiper  (19th).  Other  rarities  included  Glossy  Ibis  (2nd,  though  possibly  an 
escape).  Whiskered  Tern  (3rd),  Dotterel  (4th),  White  Stork  (6th),  Great  Skua  (7th), 
Alpine  Swift  (7th),  Spoonbill  (8th)  and  Bluethroat  (10th).  No  less  than  four 
records  of  White-winged  Black  Tern  bring  the  total  now  to  19.  Accidental  oceanic 
species  were  four  Leach’s  Petrels,  a  Manx  Shearwater  (12th)  and  a  Little  Auk  (20th). 
Rare  birds-of-prey  were  represented  by  three  Marsh  Harriers  (8th,  9th  and  10th), 
two  Hen  Harriers,  two  Peregrines  and  live  Ospreys.  In  Inner  London,  the  Surrey 
Docks  did  particularly  well  with  a  Stone  Curlew,  an  Aquatic  Warbler  (11th)  and 
Red-throated  Diver. 


BREEDING  SPECIES 

Three  pairs  of  Hobby  and  at  least  seven  pairs  of  Sparrowhawk  bred,  but  again  there 
were  no  breeding  reports  of  Red-backed  Shrike,  Wryneck  and  Woodlark,  and  sadly 
Nightjars  continue  to  decline.  Stonechats  showed  a  further  increase,  so  did 
Black  Redstarts.  Passerines  in  general  recovered  some  of  their  post-1975  losses. 
Common  Terns  did  well  and  Grey  Wagtails  continued  to  penetrate  Inner  London 
with  at  least  four  breeding  pairs.  In  Regent’s  Park  the  heronry  had  a  record  year 
with  12  pairs  raising  25  young  and  Lesser  Whitethroat  bred  in  the  park  for  the 
first  time.  At  the  Surrey  Docks  Reed  Warbler  and  Meadow  Pipit  bred,  both  new 
records  for  Inner  London. 


WINTER  VISITORS 

Chief  attraction  was  a  wintering  Mediterranean  Gull  at  Epsom  at  both  ends  of 
the  year.  Wildfowl  numbers  were  low,  but  all  three  species  of  diver  were  seen  on 
the  reservoirs.  High  numbers  of  wintering  Chiffchaffs  were  reported  and  wintering 
Blackcaps  were  particularly  numerous  with  at  least  24  being  seen  in  January  and 
February.  There  were  also  two  unexpected  winter  occurrences  of  Willow  Warblers, 
one  in  January  and  the  other  (trapped)  in  December.  A  notable  passage  of 
Fieldfares  and  Redwings  took  place  on  Nov.  18th  over  a  wide  area. 


WEATHER  SUMMARY 

In  general  the  weather  had  little  adverse  effect  on  bird  life.  The  first  quarter  was 
unsettled,  mainly  mild  with  no  severe  periods.  April,  in  contrast,  turned  cold 
with  snow  showers  in  the  first  week,  giving  way  to  a  cool,  cloudy  and  late-developing 
spring.  Warm  weather  did  not  arrive  until  the  third  week  of  May,  delaying 
migrants  and  breeding.  On  the  whole,  the  summer  remained  cool  and  unsettled, 
though  there  were  several  warm  sunny  weeks  with  high  temperatures.  A  dry 
settled  period  with  easterly  winds  in  September  soon  gave  way  to  westerlies.  The 
last  quarter  remained  fairly  mild,  but  gales  in  mid-November  were  followed  by  a 
cold  snap  of  northerly  winds  and  snow  showers  in  the  last  week;  followed  by  a 
return  to  milder  conditions  in  December, 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  area,  which  in  this  report  is  called  the  ‘London  Area’, 
is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Within 
the  area,  the  original  county  boundaries  are  used  for  recording  purposes,  rather 
than  the  new  administrative  counties.  In  addition,  there  are  two  special  recording 
zones,  Inner  London  (a  rectangle  5  miles  x  8  miles,  centred  on  Charing  Cross) 
and  the  Lower  Thames  (the  River  and  its  foreshores  from  London  Bridge  to 
Tilbury).  All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from  members  and  non-members, 
and  these  should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate  Recorder  (see  list  on  page  4). 


.PAUL’S 


INNER 
LONDON 
RECORDING 
AREA  5 MILES Z 
8  MILES,  CENTRED 
ON  CHARING  CROSS 


ORDNANCE 
SURVEY  10 km 
GRIDLINES 
ARE  SHOWN' 


0 


It  will  assist  the  speedy rentering~of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets  are 
used  (available  from  Recorders  on  request),  and  if  records  are  listed  in  the  order 
followed  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Separate  sheets  should  be  used  for  each 
recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  in  August  for 
the  period  January  to  July,  and  in  early  January  for  August  to  December. 


RECORDING  ARRANGEMENTS 
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Records  of  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined  by  the 
Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Published 
records  need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  not  only  today’s  readers  but  also  anyone  who 
in  future  years  may  refer  to  the  systematic  list.  Brief  field-notes  are  therefore 
required  to  provide  supporting  evidence  of  correct  identification  and  authenticity 
for  the  following  species : 


AH  rare  species 
All  out  of  season  migrants 
All  divers 
Slavonian  Grebe 
Red-necked  and  Black-necked 
Grebes  except  at  regular  haunts 
Petrels  and  Shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 
Herons  other  than  Grey 
All  bitterns 

Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck,  Velvet  Scoter  and 
female  Red-breasted  Merganser 
All  geese  except  Canada 
Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans 
All  birds-of-prey  except  Kestrel 
Quail 

Rails  and  crakes,  except  Water 
Rail,  Moorhen  and  Coot 
All  waders  of  irregular  occurrence 
All  skuas 

All  gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Glaucous,  Iceland  and 
Kittiwake 


Little  Gull  away  from  regular 
haunts 

All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 

Wryneck 

Woodlark 

Willow  Tit  away  from  regular 
haunts 

Bearded  Tit  or  Reedling 
Ring  Ouzel 
Unusual  warblers 
Firecrest 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  Pipit  and  Water  Pipit 
at  regular  localities 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  or  hybrids  of  Motacilla  flava 
other  than  Yellow  Wagtail 
M.  f  flaxissima 
Waxwing 
All  shrikes 

Twite,  Crossbill;  Cirl,  Lapland 
and  Snow  Buntings 


Field-notes  for  each  observation  should  be  submitted  to  the  recorder  immediately 
following  the  observation,  rather  than  waiting  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Evidence 
needs  to  be  brief  but  relevant,  and  should  include  a  description  of  the  essential 
features  upon  which  identification  was  based,  relative  size,  flight,  calls,  duration 
and  distance  of  observation,  and  the  observer’s  previous  experience  of  this  and 
similar  species. 


NATIONAL  RARITIES 

Records  of  national  rarities  (see  list  in  British  Birds  67  :  347-8)  should  be  submitted 
preferably  via  the  local  recorder  for  forwarding  to  the  national  committee.  If 
sent  direct,  a  copy  of  the  submission  should  be  sent  to  the  recorder.  Observers 
are  asked  to  submit  records  promptly  to  ensure  acceptance  and  publication  in  the 
same  year. 

RARE  BREEDING  BIRDS 

Breeding  records  of  rare  species  (see  list  in  British  Birds  66  : 174)  should  be  submitted 
preferably  via  the  local  recorder  (stating  degree  of  confidentiality  required)  for 
forwarding  to  the  national  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  All  reports  of  these  species 
(and  others,  less  rare)  are  treated  in  complete  confidence  at  county  level.  With 
the  exception  of  Black  Redstart,  names  of  localities  are  never  published  and  only 
the  name  of  the  county  is  given  in  the  London  Bird  Report  and  British  Birds . 
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Kent  Ornithological 
Society  (kos) 

M  Kerr  (MKr) 

R  H  Kettle 
Miss  A  Keymer 
J  King 
P  F  King 
M  D  Kingswell 
P  Kingswell 
A  Knapper  (AKr) 
Mrs  E  A  Knight 
J  Knight  (jk  r) 

R  J  Knight 
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Contributors  to  the  Systematic  List  {continued) 


M  Lawford  (mu/) 
Lea  Valley  Projects 
Group  (lvpg) 

V  R  Leclercq 
B  Legge 
R  Leighten 
N  Lewis 
L  J  Lewis 
M  R  Lewis 
T  G  Lewis 
F  W  Lockwood 
K  S  Lodge 
M  Lovett 
Mrs  S  Ludlow 


W  McCubbin 
D  McKenzie 
E  D  McMillan 
D  McNeil 
I  McVeigh 
J  D  Magee 
Mrs  M  M  Magee 
I  G  Manklow 
Maple  Cross  Ringing 

Group  (mcrg) 

J  H  Marchant 
B  A  Marsh 
C  Martin 
M  J  Massey 
D  May  (dmj) 

E  Mayer 
H  P  Medhurst 
A  Melland 
A  J  Merritt 
Middle  Thames  Nat. 

Hist.  Society  (mtnhs) 
D  Mitchell 
K  D  Mitchell 
D  J  Montier 
A  V  Moon 
A  Morris 
J  R  Mullins 
G  Munns 
D  F  Musson 


P  Naylor 
B  Neath  (bn h) 

J  Neighbour 
B  Nerton  (bno) 
M  J  Netherwood 
E  J  Newton 
A  M  Nisbet 
K  Noble 
B  Nunn  (bnh) 


A  Oakshett 
H  Y  Oddie 
W  E  Oddie 
J  R  Ogle 
C  Ogston 
P  J  Oliver 
C  Orr 

K  C  Osborne 


A  R  Padmore 
A  R  J  Paine 
Dr  P  Painter 
K  H  Palmer 
R  A  Palmer 
A  C  Parker 
P  Parker  (ppr) 

D  Parr 
K  W  Parsley 
K  Patrick 
Mrs  M  Paul  (mp /) 


T  Penry-Jones 
K  Pepper 
D  Perry  (DPy) 

P  Perry  (pp_y) 

S  R  Perry 
L  C  Pettengell 
I  A  Phelps 
W  Phipps 
J  Pick  (jp/c) 

E  C  Pillar-Martin 
L  Pink 
C  W  Plant 
D  Player  (DPr) 

F  Poulton 
K  Poulton  (kp«) 
A  J  Prater 
M  Pratley 
J  Preston 
R  Price  (rpc) 

L  E  Pritchard 
Miss  A  Prophet 


R  J  Quinnell 


P  Read  (prc/) 

N  J  Redman 
J  H  Rees 
D  E  Reid 
A  Reynolds 
L  Riddick 
M  H  Rigby 
J  Risff  (jr/) 

K  Roberts 
W  Roberts 
S  A  Robinson 
L  F  Rodgers 
M  J  Rogers 
J  E  Rose 
K  W  Rose 
Miss  J  Rowell 
J  B  Rubie 

Ruislip  &  Dist.  Nat. 

Hist.  Soc.  (rdnhs) 
T  Rumbold 
P  Rumsey 
A  A  Russell 
D  Rust 

Rye  Meads  Ringing 
Group  (rmrg) 


D  Sampson 
R  F  Sanderson 
J  Saville 
C  E  V  Saxon 
J  A  Sayers 
R  E  Scott 
P  J  Sellars  (pjsr) 
P  Seton  (ps/i) 

E  Shelton 
B  C  Shergold 
M  Simms 
P  Simms 
T  H  Slack 
T  R  Smeeton 
C  Smith 
G  Smith  (gs/0 
J  T  Smith 
R  E  Smith  (res/0 
R  A  Softly 
B  D  Spooner 
K  E  Springett 
R  St  John 
J  W  Stacey 
P  J  Stead  (pjsgT) 

J  Stockbridge 
J  Stocks  (jss) 


P  M  Stone 

P  J  Strangeman  (pjsw) 
Surbiton  &  Dist.  Bird 
Watching  Soc.  (sbws) 


D  W  Taylor 
J  Taylor 
W  G  Teagle 
R  H  Terry 
R  Thaxton  (rt ri) 

K  V  Thompsett 
B  J  Thomas 
A  Thompson 
C  F  Thorn 
F  Thorn 
J  G  Threadgold 
M  Thurner  (MTr) 

J  E  Tilbrook  (jetA:) 
P  Tout 
J  E  Treganna 
R  Tuck 

Mrs  M  Tugendhat 
I  Turner 
N  J  Turner 


E  Urquhart 
J  D  Uttley 


L  Veale 
P  J  Vines 
K  E  Vinnicombe 


Mrs  M  Waller  (Mwr) 
G  Walters  (gwj) 

I  Ward 

D  Washington 
P  J  Watson 
Miss  M  Way 
M  B  Way 
M  J  Wells 
M  W  West 
C  W  Westwood 
J  J  Wheatley 
T  Wheeler 
A  White 
G  J  White 
K  White 
R  V  White 
G  Whitehead 
D  N  Whittaker 
L  Whittorne 
J  P  Widgery 
J  Wilczur 
L  K  Wilkinson 
J  C  Williams 
P  A  Williams 
J  F  Willis 
D  R  Wilson 
M  G  Wilson 
D  K  Withrington 
G  Wood  (gw d) 

Miss  S  Woodman 
L  F  Woollard 
R  W  Woollard 
S  L  Woollard 
Wren  Conservation 
Group  (wcg) 

N  F  Wretham 
Miss  M  Wyatt 


D  F  Yates 
R  E  Youngman 


10 


Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1977 

A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES 
OF  ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 


In  this  report  the  sequence  of  orders  and  families  follows  that  of  the  Wetmore 
classification.  The  arrangement  of  genera  and  species  within  each  family  is  the 
same  as  that  used  in  the  Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
(BOU,  1952);  but  the  nomenclature  is  that  of  A  Species  List  of  British  &  Irish 
Birds  (BTO,  1971),  in  which  the  full  scientific  names  will  also  be  found. 

For  easy  reference,  the  species  are  numbered,  using  numbers  from  the  1952 
Checklist:  but  additions  since  1952  remain  unnumbered  and  have  been  placed 
in  the  generic  sequence  of  the  1971  Species  List. 

Initials  after  records  refer  to  the  observers  whose  names  will  be  found  in  the 
list  of  contributors  on  pages  8  and  9. 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  20  miles  radius  are  indicated  by  their 
initials — E=Essex;  H= Herts.;  M  =  Middlesex;  B= Bucks.;  K=Kent;  S  = 
Surrey.  The  following  abbreviations  are  also  used:  LB R= London  Bird 
Report;  G.P.=Gravel  Pit;  Res. = Reservoir;  S.F.  =  Sewage  Farm;  S.P.  =  Sand 
Pit;  N,E,S,  and  W,  are  used  for  the  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  mo = many 
observers. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full  appreciation 
of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  species  is  intended  to  be  con¬ 
tinuous,  reference  to  the  Society’s  books,  The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  and  Atlas  of 
Breeding  Birds  of  the  London  Area,  and  to  the  systematic  lists  of  previous  issues  of 
the  LBR  is  recommended. 

1  Black-throated  Diver 

E  One  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Nov.  19th  and  20th,  then  moved  to  King 
George  V  Res.,  where  it  stayed  until  the  end  of  the  year  (jf,pjv).  Nazeing 
G.P.,  one  from  Dec.  6th  to  12th,  a  different  individual  from  that  above 
(m ce  et  al.).  South  Ockendon,  one  from  Nov.  19th  to  29th  (esbw). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  from  Dec.  9th  to  29th  (mo).  It  was  probably  this  bird 
which  was  seen  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Dec.  30th  (sa). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  12th  (jgh,pfh,jc). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  from  Dec.  8th  to  12th  (rea,kac,rk). 

2  Great  Northern  Diver 

S  One  at  Island  Barn  Res.  on  Dec.  11th  and  18th,  and  at  Walton  Res.  on 
Dec.  18th  (dp,dpj>). 

1/2  Diver  species 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  6th  and  Feb.  26th  (mjw),  considered  by  the 
observer  to  have  been  either  Black-throated  or  Great  Northern. 

4  Red-throated  Diver 

5  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  from  March  17th  to  April  23rd  (mo). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1977 


11 


5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

Although  fewer  waters  of  importance  were  missed  in  the  September  count 
this  year  than  in  1976,  the  total  of  308  was  slightly  down  on  the  previous 
year,  suggesting  a  further  marked  decline  compared  with  the  early  1970s. 
In  other  months  the  census  total  exceeded  200  only  in  November  (213). 

The  only  counts  received  in  excess  of  100  were  from  King  George  V  Res. 
(E),  124  on  Sept.  17th  and  Wraysbury  G.Ps.  (B),  104  on  Dec.  30th. 

The  minimum  number  of  breeding  pairs  recorded,  compared  with  1976, 
was  as  follows: 

Inner 

Essex  Herts  Middx  London  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

1976  28  25  29  3  1  9  9  104 

1977  14  21  39  5  6  14  12  111 

It  is  unclear  whether  there  was  a  decline  in  Essex  and  Herts.,  or  whether 
the  lower  numbers  were  the  result  of  incomplete  coverage.  At  Brent  Res. 
(M),  after  a  very  good  season  in  1976,  lab  reported  the  best-ever  season 
in  1977  when  17  pairs  reared  24  young;  this  represented  the  largest  breeding 
concentration  reported  in  the  year.  In  Inner  London  breeding  was 
reported  as  usual  from  Regent’s  Park  (two  pairs,  one  successful)  and  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (two  pairs,  both  successful)  but  also,  for  the 
first  time,  from  St.  James’s  Park,  where  a  pair  built  a  nest,  but  then  deserted 
(MKr). 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  1st  to  April  2nd  (cf/i  et  al .). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  in  breeding  plumage  on  July  19th  (rjj). 

S  Addlestone,  one  from  Nov.  18th  to  25th  (jgt,agc). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  8th  to  29th  {cm  et  al.). 

H  Hampermill  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  16th  (myh). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  1st  and  6th  (rjj,mjw). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  Girling  Res.,  two  throughout  Jan.  and  Feb.,  one  remaining  until  March 
13th;  one  from  Oct.  8th  with  a  second  from  Dec.  2nd  to  the  end  of  the 
year  (jf,pjv  et  al.).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  27th  (pjv).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  two  in  summer  plumage  on  March  13th  (jf). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Oct.  15th  (cb). 

M  Staines  Res.,  reported  on  many  dates  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until 
April  5th  (max.  seven  on  March  20th),  and  from  July  17th  to  Oct.  23rd 
(max.  18  on  Sept.  27th);  singles  on  Dec.  27th  and  31st.  Queen  Mary  Res., 
three  present  from  Jan.  2nd  to  March  3rd,  one  remaining  until  April  2nd ; 
one  on  Nov.  5th  and  four  on  Dec.  20th,  remaining  into  1978.  One  or  two 
at  other  reservoirs  in  spring  and  autumn.  Brent  Res.,  three  in  summer 
plumage  on  May  2nd  (weo). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  11th  and  18th  (dp). 

9  Little  Grebe 

Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

H  Bred  at  Maple  Cross  (four  pairs),  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (four  or  five  pairs), 
Stocker’s  Lake  and  Frogmore  G.P. 
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M  Bred  at  Longford  G.P.,  Kempton  Park,  Swakeleys  Park  (two  pairs), 
Staines  Moor  (three  pairs)  and  Brent  Res.,  where  16  breeding  pairs 
represented  an  all-time  record. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  max.  17  on  Dec.  30th  (rgy,egg). 

K  Bred  at  Ruxley  (two  pairs),  where  13  were  present  on  Dec.  13th  (rspb). 

S  Bred  at  Lonsdale  Road  Res.  (two  pairs),  Esher  Common  and  Godstone 
Pond.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  eight  young  reared  from  two  broods. 

12  Leach’s  Petrel 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  2nd  (jf  et  al.). 

H  Hilfield  Res.,  one  on  May  8th  (bg). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Sept.  11th  (aed). 

K  Plumstead  Common,  one  found  dead  on  Nov.  23rd,  following  gales  in  the 
Thames  estuary  (rvw). 

16  Manx  Shearwater 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  from  Sept.  12th  to  14th  (mo). 

This  is  the  eleventh  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

28  Cormorant 

A  summary  of  larger  flocks  and  Inner  London  records  is  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  present  at  roost  in  all  months,  with  maxima  of  75  on 
Jan.  29th  and  120  on  Nov.  13th  (jf  et  al.).  Fisher’s  Green,  80+  in  January 
and  February  (MCe). 

H  Rye  Meads,  maxima  of  38  in  January  and  December  (hnhs,lvpg). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  present  in  all  months  except  June  to  August ;  maxima 
of  65  in  March  and  107  in  December.  Wraysbury  Res.,  maximum  of  70 
on  Feb.  13th.  Inner  London:  Most  records  are  of  up  to  four  birds  flying 
along  the  Thames  or  over  the  parks  in  autumn  and  winter  months. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  35  on  Oct.  30th  (je). 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  max.  115  on  Oct.  16th  (dg/j). 

29  Shag 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  from  Dec.  10th  into  Feb.  1978  (jf  et  al.). 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  one  from  April  12th  to  17th  (lvpg). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  from  Nov.  29th  until  Dec.  31st,  when  it  was  found 
dead  (jc,jgh).  Blue  Lake,  Northfleet,  four  on  April  1st;  two  remained 
until  the  end  of  June  (lfw). 

30  Grey  Heron 

Small  numbers  reported  widely  in  all  months. 

All  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  115  occupied  nests  (pr).  Waltham  Abbey,  12  occupied 
nests  (tgl). 

H  One  pair  reared  three  young  at  a  new  site. 

M  Kempton  Park,  65  nests  (dp).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  12  pairs 
reared  25  young,  this  being  the  most  successful  year  so  far  (jpw). 

38  Bittern 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  26th  (jgh,jc). 
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40  White  Stork 

E  Sewardstone,  one  on  April  3rd  (ag,rsj). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  sixth  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century. 

42  Spoonbill 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  flew  north-west  on  May  7th  (pn,avm). 

This  is  the  eighth  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

43  Glossy  Ibis 

M  Totteridge  Common,  one  from  May  7th  to  Sept.  22nd  (lkw  et  al.). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  second  record 
for  the  London  Area  this  century,  though  the  length  of  .stay  strongly 
suggests  this  bird  was  of  captive  origin. 

WILDFOWL 

Table  1.  Monthly  wildfowl  counts — mean  of  November  to  February  counts, 

or,  in  italics ,  peak  winter  counts. 


1973/74 

1974/75 

1975/76 

1976/77 

1977/78 

Mallard 

2,539* 

2,910 

2,607* 

2,864* 

2,777 

Teal 

605 

814 

981 

889 

615 

Gadwall 

79 

110 

105 

103 

102 

Wigeon 

116 

93 

202 

(255)* 

152 

Shoveler 

498* 

457 

672 

534 

538* 

Tufted  Duck 

4,589 

4,123 

3,735 

3,047* 

2,569 

Pochard 

2,421 

1,795 

1,081 

1,049* 

799 

Goldeneye 

134 

114 

166 

(106)* 

103 

Goosander 

208 

97 

112 

53 

149 

Smew 

24 

16 

7 

8 

22 

*  Incorporates  extrapolated  figures  in  excess  of  10%  of  total  count  in  one  or  more  months. 
The  figures  in  brackets  for  1976/77  are  unreliable  as  King  George  VI  Res.,  which  holds  a 
large  proportion  of  the  total  number  of  those  species  in  our  Area,  was  generally  not  counted 
in  that  season,  but  the  figures  for  Teal,  Shoveler  and  Goosander  have  been  amended  from 
those  previously  published  to  allow  for  a  count  from  that  water  now  received. 


The  comments  in  heavy  type  at  the  beginning  of  the  relevant  species  account 
refer  to  the  monthly  counts  in  the  1977/78  season,  and  the  mean  (or  peak) 
counts  for  the  five  latest  seasons  appear  in  Table  1.  The  aggregate  totals 
for  the  census  waters  and  the  Lower  Thames  are  shown  in  Table  2.  Very 
few  counts  were  received  from  the  river  this  year,  but  it  seems  likely  that 
numbers  there  remained  at  very  low  levels.  The  overall  picture,  therefore, 
is  of  numbers  at  around  half  the  levels  recorded  at  the  beginning  of  the 
decade. 

Table  2.  Approximate  aggregate  totals  of  census  counts  and  Lower  Thames 

counts  in  January  and  December. 


Jan 

Dec 

1973 

18,000 

19,000 

1974 

16,000 

14,000 

1975 

14,000 

13,000 

1976 

10,000 

11,000 

1977 

10,000 

8,000 

14 
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45  Mallard 

1977/78.  See  Table  1.  The  figures,  which  over  the  past  six  seasons  have 
fluctuated  between  about  2,500  and  2,900,  show  no  clear  trend,  but  they  are 
lower  than  the  levels  attained  in  the  late  1960s. 

1977.  Counts  of  300  or  more,  and  breeding  concentrations  are  given. 

E  Wanstead  Park,  300  +  on  Feb.  6th,  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  318  on  Nov.  13th. 
M  Brent  Res.,  16  breeding  territories.  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  350  on  Jan.  4th 
had  declined  to  150  by  the  end  of  the  month.  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Canal,  Chalk  Farm  to  Islington,  at  least  15  broods;  Hyde  Park  and  Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  at  least  28  broods;  at  the  latter  locality  between  315  and 
370  were  present  in  Jan.,  Feb.,  Sept.,  Oct.  and  Dec.;  Regent’s  Park,  421 
on  Feb.  14th. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  32  broods  from  which  144  young  were  reared.  Littlebrook 
G.P.,  306  on  Oct.  9th. 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  14+  broods.  By  far  the  largest  concentration  in  the 
area  was  reported  from  Gatton  Lake  where  there  were  350  in  Jan.  but 
1,200  in  Sept,  and  Oct.,  700  in  Nov.  and  still  400  in  Dec.  (fmk).  On  the 
Thames  between  Teddington  and  Putney  some  winter  counts  were  missed, 
but  there  were  500  in  Jan.  and  300  in  Mar.,  and  between  400  and  500  in 
Sept.,  Oct.  and  Nov. 

46  Teal 

1977/78.  See  Table  1.  The  index  has  declined  in  each  of  the  past  two 
seasons  and  was  only  just  above  the  lowest  recorded  over  the  past  ten  winters. 

1977.  Larger  counts  and  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  William  Girling  Res.,  283  on  Jan.  16th  and  200-225  in  Nov.  and  Dec. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  a  pair  possibly  bred  (trd);  120  at  that  locality  on 
Feb.  27th  was  the  highest  count  for  the  sector  but  there  were  100+  at 
Stocker’s  Lake  on  the  same  date.  No  other  counts  exceeded  60. 

M  Staines  Moor,  a  female  with  one  young  at  the  end  of  June  (lfr).  King 
George  VI  Res.,  294  on  Jan.  16th,  but  no  counts  received  for  the  latter  part 
of  the  year.  The  south  basin  of  Staines  Res.  was  again  drained  from  late 
Aug.  to  the  end  of  the  year  and  was  particularly  attractive  to  this  species, 
150  being  counted  there  as  early  as  Sept.  4th;  monthly  maxima  thereafter 
were  250  in  Oct.,  300  in  Nov.  and  520  in  Dec.  There  was  a  small  flock  at 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  (max.  60 +,  Sept.  25th)  and 
80  at  Poyle  G.P.  on  Dec.  24th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  pair  throughout  June.  Winter  maxima  at  that  locality 
were  45  in  Jan.  and  47  in  Nov. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  drake  on  June  19th  and  23rd.  Monthly  maxima  on 
the  Thames  at  Barking  and  Rainham  were  as  below  and  showed  a  further 
decline  over  recent  years. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

120  200  n/c  50  60  21  n/c  n/c  200 

S  Winter  maxima  at  the  principal  waters  were  as  follows:  Barn  Elms  Res., 
152  in  Jan.  and  70  in  Dec.;  Island  Barn  Res.,  350  in  Jan.  and  290  in  Dec.; 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  458  in  Jan.  and  173  in  Dec.  At  Beddington  S.F., 
70+  in  the  first  week  of  Dec.  was  an  unusually  high  count  for  that  locality 
since  modernization. 
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47  Garganey 

All  spring  records  are  given,  and  autumn  records  are  summarized. 

E  Rainham,  up  to  three  drakes  and  one  duck  in  May  and  June.  The  only 
autumn  record  was  of  one  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  August  14th 
(cf«,jf). 

M  Brent  Res.,  present  throughout  August,  with  a  maximum  of  five  on  21st 
(lab,weo).  Up  to  four  at  several  localities  in  the  Colne  Valley  on  dates 
from  July  to  September;  a  late  record  of  two  on  Staines  Moor  on  Nov.  11th 
(lfr). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  female  on  June  19th;  one  or  two  on  various  dates  in 
August  (pn,sa,avm). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  pair  on  April  5th  and  6th  (jgh,gch,jc). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  pair  on  April  29th,  and  a  drake  on  July  8th  (wb,jd). 

49  Gadwall 

1977/78.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  have  been  virtually  constant  for  the  past 
four  seasons. 

1977.  No  breeding  was  reported.  Breeding  season  records  and  larger 
counts  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  20  on  Sept.  6th.  Rainham,  22  in  Feb. 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  two  in  the  first  half  of  April.  Turnford  Marsh,  14  on 
Dec.  18th. 

M  The  largest  counts  were  23  at  Kempton  Res.  in  Feb.  and  33  at  Wraysbury 
Res.  in  Nov.  but  small  parties  up  to  14  were  regular  and  widespread 
outside  the  breeding  season. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  max.  30  in  Feb.  and  43  in  Dec.  Two  pairs  were  present 
there  until  mid-May  but  there  were  no  reports  of  breeding. 

K  Recorded  principally  at  Ruxley  G.P.  (up  to  seven)  and  Sevenoaks  G.P. 
(up  to  25). 

S  Large  numbers  again  frequented  the  Pen  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year.  The  maxima  for  the  principal  waters  were:  Barn 
Elms  Res.,  31  in  Jan.  and  24  in  Dec.;  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  104  in  Dec.; 
Pen  Ponds,  52  in  Jan.,  but  only  19  in  Dec. 


50  Wigeon 

1977/78.  See  Table  1.  The  extent  of  the  decline  shown  by  the  Index  is 
uncertain  in  view  of  the  unreliability  of  the  1976/77  figure,  but  numbers 
were  clearly  well  down  even  compared  with  1975/76. 

1977.  The  larger  counts  are  given.  Elsewhere  this  species  continued  to 
occur  in  many  localities,  but  usually  only  for  short  periods  and  in  very 
small  numbers. 

M  Staines  Res.  was  by  far  the  most  important  locality  for  Wigeon  in  the 
Area  with  maxima  of  120  in  Jan.  and  80  in  Sept.;  numbers  in  Nov.  and 
Dec.  did  not  exceed  40.  Elsewhere  there  were  50  at  King  George  VI  Res. 
in  Jan.  and  100  at  Staines  Moor  in  Dec. 

K  The  maximum  count  for  the  Thames  at  Rainham  was  only  14  in  March. 

S  Winter  maxima  were  as  follows :  Barn  Elms  Res.,  70  in  Feb.  and  25  in  Dec. ; 
Walton  Res.,  30  in  Feb.  and  22  in  Dec.;  Thorpe  G.P.  77  on  Jan.  11th, 
which  was  an  unusual  number  for  this  locality. 


R  w 
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52  Pintail 

Numbers  on  the  Lower  Thames  in  1977  remained  at  about  the  same  level 
as  in  1976,  as  shown  below.  No  records  were  received  from  Inner  London. 

A  late-spring  occurrence  is  given;  otherwise  records  of  up  to  nine  were 
received  from  ten  localities,  mostly  in  the  Lea  and  Colne  valleys. 

Iver  Station  G.P.,  a  drake  on  April  10th  (gcj). 

Maxima  counts  on  the  Lower  Thames  (principally  Rainham)  were  as 
follows : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Oct  Nov  Dec 

70  76  14  —  —  100 

53  Shoveler 

1977/78.  See  Table  1.  Following  receipt  of  a  count  for  King  George  VI 
Res.  for  Jan.  1977,  the  index  for  1976/77  has  been  recalculated  and  now 
shows  a  decline  from  the  previous  year.  The  index  for  the  current  season 
is  at  about  the  same  level  as  the  revised  1976/77  figure. 

1977.  The  very  large  flocks  that  have  occurred  in  recent  years  were  less  in 
evidence  this  year;  the  larger  counts  are  given  together  with  breeding  and 
breeding  season  records. 

E  Although  five  summered  at  Walthamstow  Res.  and  a  pair  did  so  at  Wm. 
Girling  Res.,  there  were  no  signs  of  breeding.  Winter  maxima  were: 
Wm.  Girling  Res.,  167  in  Jan.  and  270  in  Oct.;  Walthamstow  Res.,  only 
18  in  Jan.  but  130  in  Nov.;  Rainham  Marsh,  170  in  Feb.  and  20  in  Dec. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  pair  on  May  15th  (hb)  and  a  drake  on  June  18th  (pn), 
but  no  evidence  of  breeding.  Winter  maxima  at  that  locality  were  130  in 
Feb.  and  120  in  Dec.  At  Rye  Meads  S.F.  there  were  50-60  in  Jan.  and 
Feb.  and  up  to  70  in  Dec. 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  pairs  on  June  16th  (lab);  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  drake, 
May  31st  and  June  2nd  (je,pn).  Maxima  at  the  principal  waters  were: 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  300  in  Feb.  and  315  in  Dec.;  Staines  Res.,  up  to  c.  200 
in  Sept,  following  the  draining  of  the  south  basin,  but  accurate  counts 
impossible  due  to  eclipse  plumage;  subsequently  the  highest  count  was 
135  in  Nov.;  King  George  VI  Res.,  84  in  Jan.,  Wraysbury  Res.,  100  in 
Feb.  and  40  in  Nov.  Inner  London:  recorded  regularly  at  Regent’s  Park, 
max.  14  in  Feb.  and  19  in  Sept.,  and  occasionally  in  Kensington  Gardens, 
max.  ten  in  Aug. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  pairs  summered  and  a  duck  with  seven  young  was 
seen  on  June  26th  (mtnhs).  Few  occurred  in  winter  at  that  locality,  the 
highest  numbers  being  between  July  and  Oct.,  max,  72  on  Aug.  4th. 

K  The  highest  count  in  this  sector  was  50  at  Littlebrook  G.P.  in  Dec. 

S  Richmond  Park  Pen  Ponds,  a  pair  in  mid-April  and  on  May  26th  (rdh). 
Winter  maxima  were:  Barn  Elms  Res.,  98  in  Jan.  and  94  in  Dec.;  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res.,  32  in  Mar.  and  192  in  Dec.;  Walton  Res.,  27  in  Jan.  and 
38  in  Dec. 

—  Mandarin 

All  definite  breeding  records  are  given,  as  are  observations  of  birds  away 
from  the  strongholds  of  the  species  in  Surrey  and  the  Colne  Valley. 

M  Bred  at  Darlands  Lake  and  Staines  Moor.  Seen  at  Bushy  Park  and 
Hampton  Court  Park  in  February,  March  and  September. 

K  Sundridge,  two  drakes  from  Jan.  16th  to  30th  (drh). 
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S  Bred  at  Cobham,  Gatton  Park  and  Bookham  Common.  Pairs  seen  at 
several  other  localities  during  the  breeding  season. 

54  Red-crested  Pochard 

The  majority  of  records  were  of  single  birds  on  gravel  pits  and  reservoirs 
west  of  London;  these  almost  certainly  originate  from  parks  and  collections 
where  full- winged  birds  are  known  to  be  present.  The  only  other  record 
is  given  below. 

H  Broxbourne,  three  on  Feb.  13th  (hnhs). 

56  Tufted  Duck 

1977/78.  See  Table  1.  The  index  was  the  lowest  since  1953/54  and 
represents  the  sixth  successive  decline  since  the  all-time  peak  of  4,790  in 
1971/72. 

1977.  The  table  below  shows  a  marked  reduction  in  the  minimum  number 
of  broods  reported,  mainly  due  to  a  decline  from  55  to  7  broods  at  Nazeing 
and  Fisher’s  Green  G.Ps. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

Lond 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1976  broods 

83 

60 

19 

22 

10 

2 

7 

203 

sites 

4 

7 

8 

4 

2 

2 

6 

33 

1977  broods 

34 

42 

23 

35 

8 

7 

7 

156 

sites 

4 

9 

7 

6 

1 

3 

5 

35 

Concentrations  in  excess  of  ten  broods  were  reported  from  Walthamstow 
Res.  (E) — 25  broods;  Stocker’s  Lake  (H) — 14;  Wood  Green  Res.  (M) — 12; 
and  St.  James’s  Park  (IL) — 21.  Other  Inner  London  records  came  from 
Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens, 
Regent’s  Park,  Regent’s  Canal  at  Chalk  Farm  and  Surrey  Docks. 

Concentrations  in  excess  of  500  are  given  below. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  620  on  Jan.  16th  and  750  on  Feb.  13th,  but  at  the  end 
of  the  year  numbers  only  exceeded  500  in  Nov.  (550  on  13th).  Wm. 
Girling  Res.,  500  on  July  30th. 

M  Staines  Res.,  c.  750  on  July  16th  fluctuating  somewhat  until  an  increase 
in  Aug.  to  a  maximum  of  926  on  26th,  declining  again  in  early  Sept.  Wrays- 
bury  Res.,  730  on  July  23rd  and  670  on  Nov.  7th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  783  on  Sept.  18th,  670  on  Nov.  13th,  and  in  December 
increasing  from  628  on  18th  to  1,239  on  30th. 

—  Ring-necked  Duck 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  single  drakes  on  Apr.  15th  and  Nov.  27th  (jgh  et  al.). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  these  comprise  the  second 
and  third  records  for  the  London  Area  this  century.  There  was  an  increase 
in  records  nationally  in  the  1977/78  winter.  When  these  are  analysed, 
more  light  may  be  thrown  on  the  origin  of  the  Sevenoaks  records. 

56/57  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck  hybrid 

K  Otford,  an  adult  male  was  shot  on  Nov.  9th  and  the  skin  is  now  held  in 
the  Harrison  collection  at  Sevenoaks  (jgh). 
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57  Pochard 

1977/78.  See  Table  1.  After  maintaining  its  numbers  in  the  previous 
season,  this  species  once  again  declined  and  the  index  fell  to  its  lowest  level 
since  1959/60.  Only  in  the  early  1950s  have  numbers  been  at  lower  levels 
since  the  wildfowl  counts  started  in  1947/48. 

1977.  Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  seven  broods;  maximum  winter  counts  at  that  locality 
were  320  in  Feb.  and  200  in  Dec.  King  George  V  Res.,  650  in  Jan.  and 
340  in  Dec. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  pair  displaying  on  June  3rd.  No  count  in  excess  of  60 
was  received  from  this  sector. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  brood;  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  brood.  The  latter 
locality  consistently  held  the  largest  flock  in  this  sector  with  up  to  167  in 
Jan.,  150  in  Aug.  and  200  at  the  end  of  Nov.  increasing  to  400  by  Dec.  26th. 
The  only  other  reports  in  excess  of  100  came  from  Hampton,  Kempton 
and  Stain  Hill  Res.,  130  in  Jan.  and  Dec.,  and  Wraysbury  Res.,  275  on 
Oct.  30th.  Inner  London:  bred  in  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (one  pair),  Regent’s  Park  and  St.  James’s 
Park  (at  least  11  broods). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  150  in  Sept,  and  110  in  Dec. 

K  No  count  exceeded  50;  no  records  were  received  from  the  Lower  Thames. 

S  The  highest  count  was  only  90  at  Walton  Res.  in  Jan. 

60  Goldeneye 

1977/78.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  were  very  similar  to  the  estimated  index 
for  the  previous  season. 

1977.  The  larger  counts  and  summer  records  are  given.  As  usual,  the 
largest  numbers  occurred  on  spring  passage  rather  than  in  winter. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  22  in  Mar.  and  11  in  Dec.;  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  18  in 
Mar.  and  16  in  Dec.  A  female  stayed  at  King  George  V  Res.  until  June  7th. 
H  Stocker’s  Lake,  13  in  Mar. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  13  in  Jan.;  Hampton,  Kempton  and  Stain  Hill  Res., 
15  in  Jan.;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  55  in  Mar.  and  48  in  Dec.  and  a  ‘brownhead’ 
on  July  16th;  Staines  Res.,  45  in  Mar.,  but  a  rapid  build  up  in  the  first  week 
of  Apr.  to  a  peak  of  77  on  9th;  at  the  end  of  the  year  numbers  did  not 
reach  double  figures  at  that  locality;  Wraysbury  Res.,  22  in  Dec. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  44  in  Feb.  and  33  in  Dec. 

S  Walton  Res.,  32  in  Mar.  and  10  in  Dec. 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

M  Staines  Res.,  an  immature  drake  present  at  the  turn  of  the  year  stayed 
until  May  6th  (mo).  This  bird  was  wrongly  described  as  a  female  in  last 
year’s  report. 

64  Common  Scoter 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  drake  from  April  23rd  to  27th,  and  a  duck  on  May 
2nd  (ca,reh).  King  George  V  Res.,  a  drake  on  April  10th  and  a  duck  on 
23rd  (jf,pjv);  two  females  from  Nov.  1st  until  Dec.  18th  (pjv). 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  drake  on  April  2nd  (avm,pn,mjw). 

K  Ruxley,  a  drake  on  April  2nd  and  3rd  (rjc).  Keston  Ponds,  a  duck  on 
April  14th  (njt).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  males  on  Dec.  21st  (jc,jgh). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  a  drake  from  March  27th  to  29th  (jn,kdm,sar).  East 
Molesey,  one  on  River  Mole  on  July  17th  (pjo). 
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67  Eider 

H  Rye  Meads,  an  oiled  female  on  Dec.  4th  (pt  et  al.). 

—  Ruddy  Duck 

All  records  undoubtedly  relate  to  birds  originating  from  feral  escapes 
breeding  in  the  west  country. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  female  on  Feb.  5th  and  from  Dec.  4th  to  27th 

(JF,PJV). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  duck  on  Feb.  13th  (rrd).  Broxbourne  G.P.,  a  duck 
during  January  and  February  and  on  Nov.  26th  may  be  identical  with 
that  occurring  at  King  George  V  Res.  (hnhs). 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  drake  and  two  ducks  on  Jan.  30th  (avm,pn,gcg).  Harefield 
Moor  G.P.  one  on  Feb.  12th  (avm). 


69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  an  adult  drake  from  January  until  March  6th,  and  an 
immature  from  April  17th  to  30th  (pjv  et  al.).  An  adult  male  on  Nov.  27th 
then  moved  to  Girling  Res.,  where  it  stayed  until  the  end  of  the  year  (jf  et  al.) 
K  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  three  males  on  Nov.  20th  (hnhs). 

M  Staines  Res.,  an  adult  male  and  a  female/immature  on  Jan.  8th  (kfb). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  a  female  on  Nov.  21st  (dfy). 

70  Goosander 

1977/78.  See  Table  1.  Perhaps  surprisingly,  after  the  experience  of  recent 
winters,  the  peak  count  was  up  by  a  factor  of  nearly  three.  Only  once 
(in  1973/74)  has  it  been  higher  since  the  cold  winter  of  1962/63. 

1977.  Maxima  for  the  principal  waters  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  13  in  Mar.  and  18  in  Dec.;  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  20  in 
Jan.  and  16  in  Dec. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  16  in  Feb.  and  12  in  Dec.;  Staines  Res.,  30  in  Jan.  and 
27  in  Dec. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  30  in  Jan.  and  9  in  Dec. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  19  in  Mar.  but  only  2  in  Dec.;  Walton  Res.,  16  in  Jan. 
and  15  in  Dec. 

71  Smew 

1977/78.  See  Table  1.  As  with  Goosander  there  was  a  marked  recovery 
in  numbers,  although  they  still  remain  at  a  very  low  level  compared  with  the 
1960s  and  earlier. 

1977.  All  records  are  given  or  summarized. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  ‘redhead’  from  Jan.  until  Mar.  10th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  monthly  maxima  were:  Jan. — five,  Feb. — eight,  Mar. — seven 
and  Dec. — four.  Staines  Res.,  three  on  Dec.  2nd;  Stoke  Newington  Res., 
one  on  Jan.  13th  and  two  on  16th;  Wood  Green  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  5th  and 
four  on  Dec.  18th  and  Wraysbury  Res.,  three  on  Feb.  13th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  monthly  maxima  were:  Jan. — four,  Feb. — three,  Mar. — 
three  and  Dec. — two. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  5th. 
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73  Shelduck 

Breeding  season  records,  larger  counts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 
Away  from  the  localities  mentioned  below,  the  species  was  reported  in 
parties  of  up  to  seven  from  a  further  12  sites. 

E  A  creche  of  15  ducklings  was  seen  on  the  river  at  Rainham  in  June. 

M  At  Queen  Mary  Res.  the  highest  count  was  ten  in  Mar.  but  three  pairs 
were  still  present  at  the  end  of  June  when  a  brood  of  seven  ducklings  was 
also  seen.  The  only  other  breeding  report  for  this  sector  was  of  a  brood  of 
five  at  Kempton  Park.  Two  were  seen  at  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.  on  June  19th. 
Staines  Res.  was  again  attractive  to  this  species,  especially  when  it  was 
drained  at  the  end  of  Aug.  The  monthly  maxima  were  as  follows: 

Apr  May  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

15  2  40  40  36  30 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  up  to  three  pairs  were  reported  in  May,  but  although 
there  was  much  display  there  was  no  evidence  of  breeding. 

K  Single  pairs  took  up  territory  at  Littlebrook  G.P.  and  Stone  Marsh,  but 
neither  bred.  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  stayed  as  late  as  May  11th.  The 
monthly  maxima  reported  on  the  River  Thames  were  as  follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

52  50  75  —  —  100  4  —  71  —  110  13 

The  largest  numbers  generally  occurred  at  Rainham,  but  the  peak  count 
in  Nov.  came  from  Barking. 

S  Inner  London:  a  pair  at  Surrey  Docks  in  mid-May  and  four  flying  SW 
there  on  July  11th. 

[74  Ruddy  Shelduck] 

All  records  probably  relate  to  birds  of  captive  origin. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  from  August  26th  until  December  (mo). 

—  Grey  Goose  sp. 

M  Staines  Moor,  four  flying  north  on  Jan.  6th  (mjw). 

75  Greylag  Goose 

Most  records  relate  to  birds  originating  from  captive  stock.  Breeding 
records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  two  pairs  bred;  maximum  count  34  on  Oct.  26th. 

M  Bred  at  Moorhall  G.P.  Springwell  Lake,  29  flew  south  on  Dec.  27th  (pn). 
Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park,  breeding  by  collection  pairs  is  giving  rise 
to  a  free-flying  population. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  max.  360  on  Oct.  19th  (jc,jgh). 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  from  Jan.  30th  to  April  1st,  and  one  on  Dec.  31st 
(jgh,jc).  Gravesend,  three,  four  and  eight  flying  west  on  Nov.  18th,  27th 
and  28th  respectively  (lfw,slw). 

78  Pink-footed  Goose 

All  records  probably  relate  to  escaped  birds. 

H  Tilehouse  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  12th  (je,rrd).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  from 
April  11th  to  June  3rd  (rrd).  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  one  on  August  8th  (trd). 
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M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  singles  on  Feb.  16th  and  June  3rd  (pn,je). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  from  Oct.  14th  to  Nov.  13th;  three  on  Dec.  27th 
(jc,jgh). 

S  Gatton  Lake,  one  on  June  1st. 

[78  Bean  Goose] 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  the  escaped  bird  present  at  the  turn  of  the  year  remained 
until  April  21st  (jc,jgh). 

[79  Snow  Goose] 

All  records  refer  to  escapes. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  May  1st  (sa). 

S  Gatton  Lake,  a  blue-phase  bird  on  various  dates  between  Jan.  9th  and 
July  3rd,  and  a  white  adult  from  Mar.  20th  to  May  23rd  (mk,kdgm,etwk). 
Nutfield,  a  blue-phase  on  Nov.  6th  (jsn). 

80  Brent  Goose 

M  Kempton  Park,  one  on  Jan.  20th  (mjw). 

K  Gravesend,  50  flying  south  on  Nov.  16th  and  18  flying  west  on  28th 
(lfw,slw). 

81  Barnacle  Goose 

All  records  must  be  presumed  to  be  of  feral  birds. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  singles  on  April  7th  and  21st  and  May  29th  (rrd,iap). 

M/B  Single  birds  at  several  localities  from  May  onwards.  Staines  Moor,  six  on 
August  21st  (jd«). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  June  5th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Gatton  Lake,  one  or  two  on  several  dates.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  on 
Nov.  20th  (rhc).  Nutfield,  one  on  Oct.  27th  (jn). 

82  Canada  Goose 

Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  21  young  raised  from  eight  broods;  maximum  count 
83  in  November  (jf,rl).  Wanstead  Park,  92  in  December  (cwp).  Fishers 
Green,  72  on  Sept.  3rd  (gjw). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  nine  pairs  raised  48  young;  maxima  156  on  Jan.  11th  and 
170  on  Sept.  1st.  Broxbourne,  140  on  Nov.  22nd. 

M  Bred  at  Springwell  Lake  (two  broods),  Gunnersbury  Park,  Shepperton, 
Bushy  Park,  Osterley  Park,  Stanwell  Moor  (three  broods)  and  Harefield 
Moor  G.P.  (51  young).  Staines  Res.,  c.  500  at  dawn  on  Oct.  10th.  Hare¬ 
field  Moor  G.P.,  165  during  August.  Inner  London:  bred  in  St.  James’s 
Park,  Regent’s  Park  (attempted)  and  Hyde  Park;  maximum  counts  on  the 
Serpentine  were  240  during  post-breeding  moult,  and  170  on  Nov.  30th 
(dab). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  six  pairs  produced  51  young;  maximum  count  300+ 
on  August  23rd. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  max.  200  on  Oct.  19th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Bred  at  Richmond  Park  (two  pairs),  Walton  Res.,  Godstone,  Gatton  Lake 
(37  young),  Dulwich  Park  and  Chiswick. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1977 


23 


[ —  Egyptian  Goose] 

These  birds  must  be  regarded  as  escapes. 

M  Kempton  Park,  four  on  Feb.  5th,  three  on  March  19th  (hrg  et  al.). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  one  on  May  22nd  (je,gc). 

S  Walton  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  14th  (co). 

84  Mute  Swan 

Breeding  pairs  were  reported  as  follows : 

Inner  Totals 

Essex  Herts  Middx  Lond  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  1977  1976 

Pairs  4  12  4  4  5  2  7  38  40 

Localities  4  6  3  4  1  2  7  27  28 

Very  few  flocks  were  reported  and  the  only  one  in  excess  of  50  was  of  114 
in  the  Greenwich  sector  of  the  River  Thames  on  June  16th. 

85  Whooper  Swan 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  two  on  Nov.  13th  (pn,rrd,avm). 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

E  South  Ockendon,  two  on  Oct.  22nd  (ebwps). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  seven  in  Jan.  1st  (je).  Springwell  Lake,  three  on 
Jan.  3rd  (je).  Greenford,  five  flying  south  on  Nov.  27th  (dmf). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  flew  west  on  Jan.  30th  (jc,jgh). 

91  Buzzard 

A  noticeable  drop  from  the  three  or  more  sightings  in  each  of  the  last 
three  years. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (jgh). 

—  Buzzard  sp. 

H  Moor  Park  Golf  Course,  four  seen  together  circling  on  July  31st  (cs); 
three  together,  doubtless  the  same  birds,  gliding  NNE  the  same  day  over 
Rickmansworth  (trd). 

S  Surbiton,  one  flying  ENE  on  Mar.  7th  (sbws). 

93  Sparrowhawk 

The  increase  in  numbers  noted  in  recent  years  continued  with  at  least  five 
successful  breeding  pairs,  one  north  of  the  Thames  for  the  first  time  since 
the  decrease  in  the  early  1 960s.  Sightings  of  individuals  were  more  frequent, 
nearly  three  times  those  of  1974.  Surrey  continues  to  hold  over  two-thirds 
of  the  Area’s  birds,  but  there  are  signs  of  a  return  to  higher  numbers  in 
Kent.  In  Herts,  and  Bucks,  where  birds  have  been  previously  infrequent, 
they  were  seen  with  encouraging  regularity. 

Accepted  records  are  given  below  in  full,  but  those  for  Surrey  are 
summarized. 

E  Wanstead  Park,  one  on  July  3rd  and  4th  (wcg).  Thorndon  Park,  two  on 
Sept.  11th  (ebwps). 

H  Langlebury,  a  female  caught  and  ringed  at  the  beginning  of  April  (mcrg). 
Maple  Cross,  a  young  male  caught  and  ringed  on  Nov.  15th  (trd).  A 
party  of  three  including  two  young  birds,  suggesting  recent  breeding  in  the 
vicinity,  were  seen  hunting  on  July  15th. 
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M  Inner  London :  Kensington  Gardens,  a  male  on  Apr.  25th  (dmck).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  flew  off  NW  on  Sept.  20th  (jpw).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  nine 
sightings  between  Sept.  25th  and  Dec.  27th,  most  of  which  refer  possibly 
to  individuals  from  the  family  party  seen  on  three  dates  in  October  when 
two  males  and  a  female  were  seen  soaring  on  the  22nd  (mo).  Hanworth 
Air  Park,  a  female  on  Nov.  7th  (mjw).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  female  on 
Apr.  13th  (jrb).  Kempton  Park,  an  immature  male  caught  and  ringed  on 
Dec.  10th  (hrg). 

B  Denham  Court,  singles  on  Apr.  6th  and  Oct.  26th  (je,pn).  Wraysbury 
G.P.,  an  immature  female  on  Apr.  21st  and  Dec.  12th  with  a  first  year 
male  on  Oct.  27th  (sa,avm,dm). 

K  All  records  refer  to  single  birds.  Toys  Hill,  Jan.  23rd  (khp).  Squerryes 
Court,  a  female  on  Feb.  2nd  (ceg),  possibly  the  same  bird  at  Tower  Wood 
on  Feb.  13th  (khp).  Bromley  Common,  Apr.  17th  and  23rd  (bb).  Graves¬ 
end,  Sept.  9th  (lfw).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  Oct.  11th  and  29th  (jgh,jc). 

S  Four  pairs  bred  and  two  other  pairs  attempted  breeding,  one  of  which  is 
known  to  have  lost  its  eggs.  The  traditional  sites  were  used,  which  appear 
to  be  a  small  nucleus  from  which  the  more  recent  nesting  pairs  have  spread. 
Other  birds  were  seen  at  suitable  locations  during  the  year.  All  records 
relate  to  single  birds  unless  otherwise  indicated.  Alderstead  Heath,  Jan. 
7th,  Sept.  1st  and  Dec.  30th  (jsn).  Ashtead,  Sept.  4th  (mhr).  Banstead, 
Oct.  14th  and  26th  (lr).  Beddington  S.F.,  Aug.  15th  and  Sept.  5th. 
Fairmile  Common,  a  male  on  Apr.  2nd  and  a  female  on  Apr.  3rd  (ml*/). 
Godstone,  a  female  on  Aug.  29th  (kco).  Kingston  Vale,  a  female  on 
Dec.  22nd  (bam).  Purley,  a  female  on  Dec.  3rd  (cf d).  Richmond  Park, 
one  on  Feb.  18th  was  seen  to  take  a  Starling  (mbb),  as  did  a  female  at 
Epsom  Common  on  Apr.  18th  (im).  Slyfields,  a  female  on  Feb.  11th 
(esb).  Walton  Heath,  a  female  on  June  5th  (sg).  Walton  Res.,  one  on 
Nov.  13th  (MTr).  Woldingham,  one  on  June  29th  (igm). 

99  Marsh  Harrier 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  female  on  Aug.  27th  (ab,gbj). 

M/B  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  female/immature  on  May  8th  flew  off  W  to  Denham 
(avm,pn). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  an  adult  female  being  mobbed  by  Rooks,  drifted  NE  on 
Sept.  20th  (jgh). 

After  the  first  for  ten  years  in  August  1976 — on  the  same  date  as  the 
Rainham  bird — three  in  one  year  is  quite  surprising. 

100  Hen  Harrier 

E  Rainham,  a  male  on  Nov.  27th  (ebwps). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  female/immature  on  Dec.  4th  (jet&). 

—  Harrier  sp. 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  May  7th  (lvpg).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on 
Aug.  16th  (hnhs). 

M  London  Airport,  a  ‘ring-tail’  seen  hunting,  flew  off  S  on  May  13th  (jas). 
Isle  of  Dogs,  one,  probably  a  Hen  Harrier,  photographed  in  December 
(tn). 

103  Osprey 

E  Navestock  Lake,  one  on  June  3rd  (bh). 

H  Waltham  Cross,  an  immature  flying  SW  on  June  19th  (hnhs). 
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M  Bentley  Priory,  one  circling  high  on  Oct.  23rd  (kn). 

K  Lullingstone,  an  adult  on  July  27th  (jc),  possibly  the  first  July  record  in 
the  London  Area  this  century. 

S  Wallington,  one  heading  NW  on  May  20th  (kdm). 

104  Hobby 

Another  good  year  with  three  pairs  nesting,  all  south  of  the  Thames, 
two  successfully.  All  records  refer  to  single  birds  except  where  stated. 

E  Rainham,  one  at  Berwick  Pond  on  Sept.  12th  (kb/). 

H  Rickmansworth,  May  17th  (rrd).  Stocker’s  Lake,  June  11th  (hb)  and 
Sept.  19th  chasing  House  Martins  (rrd). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Aug.  24th  and  two  on  Aug.  25th  (sa,jhm).  Staines  Res., 
singles  from  May  4th  to  Aug.  31st,  two  on  Aug.  24th  (rjj).  Staines  Moor, 
Aug.  28th  and  30th  (res/i, pn).  London  Airport,  May  13th  (j as).  Kempton 
Park  Res.,  May  22nd  and  July  30th  (hrg).  Osterley  Park,  Sept.  7th  (dgh). 
Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (pn).  Wraysbury  Res.,  July  22nd 
(sa)  and  Aug.  4th  (krh).  Undoubtedly  many  of  the  sightings  from  the 
Queen  Mary,  Wraysbury  and  Staines  Reservoirs,  refer  to  the  same  bird(s) 
due  to  the  close  proximity  of  these  locations. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  singles  from  May  7th  to  Sept.  14th  (mo). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  an  adult  on  June  26th  and  one  on  July  26th  seen  to  catch 
a  Swift  45ft  above  the  observer’s  head  (jgh).  Elsewhere  one  pair  success¬ 
fully  reared  young. 

S  Two  pairs  bred,  one  successfully  fledging  three  young.  Leigh  Place  Ponds, 
one  on  May  7th  (kco).  Weybridge,  two  on  July  10th  (jgt).  Holmethorpe, 
one  on  Aug.  19th  (rhc).  Surbiton  Cemetery,  one  circling  high  to  the  W 
on  Sept.  14th  (res/j). 

105  Peregrine 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  May  9th  (ecp-m),  though  the  possibilities  of 
an  escape  cannot  be  ruled  out. 

K  Gravesend/Northfleet,  one  on  Sept.  26th  (lfw). 

110  Kestrel 

All  reports  of  breeding  are  summarized  in  the  following  table : 


Essex 

Herts 

Mx/ Bucks 

Inner 

Lond 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

Proved  Breeding 

6 

3 

15 

8 

7 

13 

52 

Possible  Breeding 

3 

2 

5 

6 

11 

5 

32 

84 


The  continued  ability  of  the  Kestrel  to  adapt  well  to  city  and  suburban  life 
is  again  shown.  Only  once  (in  1975)  has  the  total  been  exceeded,  but  most 
notable  is  the  steady  rise  of  pairs  breeding  in  Central  London,  now  at 
eight,  one  pair  receiving  much  attention  in  the  national  press.  Elsewhere, 
with  a  slight  variation  in  distribution,  numbers  were  fairly  predictable. 
However  some  cause  for  concern  can  be  shown  over  the  fluctuating  numbers 
in  Herts.,  where  several  observers  were  surveying  breeding  Kestrels  but 
found  only  three  pairs  against  ten  pairs  in  1975  (no  records  received  in 
1976).  Surrey,  too,  showed  a  considerable  drop,  largely  owing  to  a  lack 
of  records  from  the  Royal  Parks  and  heathland  areas.  A  nest-box  specially 
provided  was  again  used  successfully  by  one  pair  in  Surrey. 
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All  Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given  below: 

Aldgate,  three  on  Sept.  14th  (djm).  Blackfriars  Bridge/Bankside  Power 
Station,  single  birds  seen  on  six  occasions,  two,  possibly  young  birds,  on 
Aug.  4th  and  three  on  Aug.  17th  (dab).  Camden  Town,  one  pair  seen 
throughout  the  summer  (amg).  County  Hall/Houses  of  Parliament,  singles 
seen  throughout  the  year  (pjo,pjs«).  Kingsway,  one  pair  raised  4-5  young 
(dab).  Marylebone,  one  pair  raised  two  young  (jpw).  Nine  Elms,  one 
pair  bred  (pjs«).  Paddington,  one  pair  reported  nesting  (per  jpw).  Red- 
cliffe  Square,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (bme).  Regent’s  Park,  one, 
possibly  two,  pairs  bred  (jpw).  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  one  pair  raised 
four  young  (caf).  Surrey  Docks,  two  pairs  raised  four  young  (rea). 
University  College  Hospital,  one  pair  bred  (hd).  Birds  were  present  daily 
throughout  the  year  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  though  no 
attempt  was  made  at  nesting.  In  addition  isolated  records  were  received 
from  four  other  sites. 


115  Red-legged  Partridge 

All  records  are  given.  It  is  very  likely  that  this  is  an  under-recorded 
species  which  is  far  more  numerous  than  the  records  suggest. 

E  Becton,  one  pair  with  nest  and  eggs  in  May.  Curtishill/Navestock,  six 
pairs.  Hainault/Havering,  seven  pairs  (mkd).  Loughton,  five  pairs, 
Nazeing,  eight  pairs  (jf).  Ongar,  three  pairs  (mkd).  Sewardstone,  six 
pairs.  Wanstead,  three  pairs. 

H  Croxley  Green,  up  to  14  on  Feb.  6th.  Mill  End,  at  least  two  pairs  (trd). 
Rickmansworth,  two  pairs  (jrb).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  two  pairs  (hnhs). 
Dunford  Marsh,  21  on  Dec.  3rd  (gjw). 

M  Pairs  at  Pond  Wood  and  Bridgefoot,  Potters  Bar  (rfs).  Stanwell  Moor 
G.P.,  one  pair  (cww). 

B  Iver  Heath,  two  pairs  in  June  (trd). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  four  birds  seen  throughout  the  year  (drg).  Hul- 
berry,  one  pair  May-July  (khp).  Littlebrook  G.P.,  up  to  two  pairs  bred. 
S  Bookham  Common,  four  on  Mar.  8th  (nd).  Cobham  two  pairs  (dkjw). 
Field  Common,  one  pair  raised  three  young  (sbws).  Richmond  Park, 
one  on  Apr.  11th  was  the  first  for  twelve  years  in  the  park  (bam).  Ockham, 
two  on  May  28th  (kfb).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  seven  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year;  one  pair  raised  at  least  12  young  successfully; 
a  covey  of  14  on  Oct.  18th  and  two  coveys  totalling  18  birds  were  present 
during  Nov.  and  Dec.  (rea). 


116  Partridge 

The  promising  signs  of  a  return  to  former  numbers  held  out  again  this 
year,  with  Middx,  and  Kent  recording  the  majority  of  pairs  on  our  area. 
The  continued  increase  is  partially  explained  by  the  increase  in  observations 
but  again,  as  in  the  previous  species,  it  is  still  under  reported. 

Breeding  season  localities  (one  pair  unless  otherwise  stated)  and  coveys  of 
over  five  are  given. 

E  Beckton,  Hainault,  Rainham  (mkd).  Barking  Bay,  ten  plus  pairs  in  Feb. 
(nji).  Thurrock,  maximum  of  26  on  Jan.  22nd  (drg).  Rainham,  eight  in 
Dec.  Thorndon  Park,  eight  on  Oct.  30th  (ebwps). 

H  Mill  End,  seven  on  Nov.  27th  (trd). 


I 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1977  27 

M  Hampton  Court  Park,  up  to  ten  pairs  (wri).  Hanworth,  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
Staines  Moor,  two  pairs  (lfr).  West  Bedfont,  two  pairs  (cww).  Lake 
Farm,  Hayes,  18  on  Dec.  30th  (jah).  Osterley  Park,  high  numbers  main¬ 
tained,  up  to  35  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  (dgh).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  up  to  13  in 
Nov.  Poyle,  13  in  Dec.  (avm,pn).  Southall,  ten  on  Dec.  31st.  Staines 
Moor,  up  to  18  between  May  and  August  (jd«). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  maximum  of  eight  on  Jan.  17th  (gcj). 

K  Bromley,  two  pairs.  Dartford,  several  pairs  bred  successfully  (drg). 
Thamesmead,  two  pairs  (pjw).  Cross  Ness,  seven  on  Nov.  22nd  (pjs«). 
Plumstead  marshes,  27  on  Nov.  23rd  (jfw).  Woolwich  Arsenal,  12  on 
Nov.  16th  (pjs n). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  nine  on  Oct.  16th  (sg).  Chipstead  Valley,  nine  on  Feb. 
8th  (ckd,pod).  Richmond  Park,  six  on  Dec.  3rd  (gs h). 

117  Quail 

E  Fairlop,  a  male  calling  on  June  29th  (kwr). 

M  Bridgefoot,  Potters  Bar,  two  on  May  10th  (rfs). 

118  Pheasant 

No  significant  change  was  reported  in  the  population  of  the  London  Area 
as  a  whole,  being  well  established  in  Essex,  Herts.,  Bucks,  and  Middx. 
A  slight  increase  was  noted  in  Surrey,  especially  on  some  heaths  and 
commons.  Large  numbers  were  again  released  by  a  shooting  syndicate  in 
the  Dartford  area  of  Kent,  and  those  lucky  enough  to  survive  possibly  bred 
close  by.  One  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Apr.  21st  was  the  first  seen  in  Central 
London  for  several  years. 

120  Water  Rail 

The  apparent  increase  in  the  last  two  years  appears  to  have  levelled  off. 
However,  two  pairs  bred  successfully,  and  other  birds  were  reported  in 
suitable  habitat  throughout  the  summer.  All  sites  of  winter  occurrence 
are  given  (singles  unless  otherwise  stated). 

E  Abridge  S.F.,  Berwick  Pond,  Fishers  Green  (2),  Nazeing  (2),  Sewardstone 
(2),  West  Thurrock  (2).  Childerditch  Pond,  one  young  bird  on  July  31st 
(ebwps). 

H  Cassiobury  Park  (2),  Cheshunt  G.P.  (3),  Croxley  Hall  G.P.,  Helicon  G.P., 
River  Chess  watercress  beds  (3),  Stocker’s  Lake  (2).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  up 
to  three  Jan.-Mar.,  with  six  from  Nov.-Dee.  (hnhs). 

M  Brent  Res.  (2),  Hampstead  Heath,  Kempton  Park,  Poyle  G.P.,  Queen 
Mary  G.P.,  Ruislip  nature  reserve,  Staines  Moor. 

B  Singles  at  Wraysbury  G.P. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  Ruxley  G.P.  (2),  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  pair  with  two 
young  in  June  (jgh,jc). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  Holmethorpe  G.P.,  Richmond  Park. 

121  Spotted  Crake 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  17th  (rjc). 

125  Corncrake 

E  North  Ockendon,  one  heard  calling  at  dawn  on  June  13  th  (ma).  Abridge, 
an  immature  found  freshly  dead  on  Oct.  15th  (ebwps). 
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126  Moorhen 

No  noticeable  change  in  the  population  since  last  year,  remaining  plentiful 
as  a  breeding  species,  though  records  do  not  reflect  its  true  status.  Large 
counts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Wanstead  Park,  65  in  Oct.,  60  in  Dec.  (wcg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  four  pairs  bred 
(dab);  Regent’s  Canal/Chalk  Farm,  two  pairs  bred  (jpw);  Southwark  Park, 
one  pair  bred  (rea).  Breeding  also  recorded  in  St.  James’s  Park  (ap)  and 
Regent’s  Park,  highest  count  of  36  on  Feb.  14th  (jpw). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  40  plus  present  during  Nov.-Dee.  (am.s,bn/z). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  pairs  bred  (rea). 


127  Coot 

Larger  counts  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  winter  maxima  of  400  in  Feb.  and  430  in  Mar. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  407  on  Nov.  13th;  Cheshunt  G.P.,  205  on  Feb.  13th  and 
Hilfield  Park  Res.,  232  on  Aug.  11th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  the  highest  winter  counts  were  160  in  Jan.  and  140  in  Nov.  but 
there  were  320  on  Aug.  13th.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  minimal  numbers  early 
in  the  year,  but  up  to  200  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  370  on 
Jan.  26th;  Moorhall  G.P.,  280  on  Jan.  26th.  Inner  London:  breeding 
reported  from  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (ten  nests).  Regent’s 
Park  (32  nests),  St.  James’s  Park  (15  nests),  Southwark  Park  (two  broods) 
and  Regent’s  Canal  near  King’s  Cross  (one  pair). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  670  on  Jan.  16th  and  up  to  c.  400  from  Oct.  to  Dec. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  140  in  Jan.  and  190  in  Nov.;  Richmond  Park,  340  on 
Mar.  28th  was  an  unusually  high  number  for  this  locality;  Thorpe  G.P., 
119  on  Dec.  4th;  Walton  Res.,  460  on  Jan.  16th  and  a  similar  number 
throughout  Dec.  Inner  London:  a  pair  nested  unsuccessfully  at  Surrey 
Docks. 


131  Oystercatcher 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  May  28th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair 
present  in  June  and  July;  a  nest  with  three  eggs  was  found  in  July  but  no 
young  were  seen  later  (js  et  al.).  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  Aug.  16th 
(pf)  and  Aug.  22nd  (lg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  20th  (mdk,pk).  Staines  Res.,  four  on  Aug.  20th 
(rap)  and  singles  on  Aug.  29th  (gc,lfr,mjw),  Sept.  9th  (lfr)  and  14th 
(rjj).  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  two  on  May  29th  (rrd)  and  one  flying  NW  on 
Aug.  7th  (cww). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  six  ESE  on  July  29th  (avm). 

K  Crossness,  two  on  Mar.  28th  (pjs«).  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Feb.  2nd, 
Mar.  19th  and  Apr.  10th  (drg,baf);  three  on  May  14th  (sjg).  Littlebrook 
G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  4th  (drg).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  nine  on  Aug.  8th  and 
singles  on  Nov.  30th  and  Dec.  10th  (jc,jgh).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  three 
on  Feb.  27th  (rjc,khp),  singles  on  various  dates  from  Feb.  21st  to  May  7th, 
and  a  pair  with  nest  containing  three  eggs  on  June  18th  but  the  nest  was 
found  empty  in  July,  probably  unsuccessful  (lfw). 

S  Epsom,  one,  possibly  two,  flying  over  and  calling  at  2000  hrs.  on  Oct.  15th 
(whd).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  July  21st  and  Aug.  4th 
(rea). 
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Lapwing 

The  largest  winter  flocks  reported  were  of  c.  1,500  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  (K), 
on  Jan.  13th,  1,000+  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  (B),  in  February,  c.  2,000  at 
Rainham  Marsh  (E)  on  Oct.  29th  and  c.  1,000  on  Nov.  6th,  c.  1,000  at 
Staines  Moor  (M)  on  Dec.  10th  and  31st,  and  1,100  at  Sevenoaks  (K)  on 
Dec.  28th.  There  were  no  unusual  cold  weather  movements  recorded. 
The  usual  mid-summer  migration  was  first  noted  on  June  3rd  at  Sevenoaks 
(K),  a  few  days  earlier  than  normal. 

Breeding  records  were  received  from  Essex,  Middlesex  and  Surrey.  Display 
behaviour  by  pairs  was  recorded  during  May  in  Inner  London  at  the 
Surrey  Docks  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  nesting. 


Ringed  Plover 

All  breeding  records,  together  with  the  larger  counts  of  migrants  and 
winter  records  from  inland  sites  are  shown  under  counties  below.  The 
number  of  pairs  at  inland  sites  during  the  breeding  season  is  increasing, 
in  direct  competition  with  the  Little  Ringed  Plover. 

Rainham  Marsh,  three  pairs  reared  young  (mkd,ds). 

Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  June  12th  (hnks).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  pair 
attempted  to  nest  (lvpg). 

London  Airport,  a  pair  bred  successfully  in  a  disused  builder’s  yard  (jas). 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  a  pair  throughout  the  summer,  no  proof  of  breeding; 
14  on  June  19th  and  in  autumn,  maximum  59  on  Aug.  18th  (je,pn). 
Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  one  or  two  pairs  present  but  breeding  not  proved  (mo). 
Staines  Res.,  present  in  autumn  from  Aug.  10th  to  Oct.  22nd,  with  peak 
of  50  on  Sept.  7th  and  16th  (mo);  one  on  Dec.  11th  (pjs^). 

Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (mo). 

Dartford  Marsh,  one  pair  probably  bred.  Littlebrook,  present  throughout 
breeding  season  (drg).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  four  pairs  on  territories  in 
June  (lfw,slw).  Thamesmead,  five,  including  one  young  on  July  24th 
(pjw). 

Beddington  S.F.,  20  on  Aug.  21st  (jd).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
one  on  Mar.  2nd  (rea). 


Observations  on  the  Lower  Thames  are  summarized  in  the  following  tabie 
which  shows  peak  monthly  counts  for  each  section  of  the  river.  The 
principal  high  tide  roost  was  again  at  West  Thurrock  power  station  where 
wintering  numbers  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  were  high. 


Crossness 
Rainham 
Dartford 
West  Thurrock 
Swanscombe 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May 
2—32  — 

—  58  20  —  30 

3  3  4  4  4 

70  —  —  4  — 

43  43  21  —  7 


Jun 

1 

10 

4 

8 


Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

10  30  20  -  -  - 

16  23  20  —  —  — 

—  200  103  94  250  200 

8  _  20  —  —  — 


Little  Ringed  Plover 

All  breeding  records  and  larger  counts  of  migrants  are  given. 

Four  pairs  bred  successfully  at  one  site  and  five  pairs  at  four  other  sites  also 
bred.  Single  pairs  were  present  at  three  other  sites  and  nesting  behaviour 
was  observed  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  breeding.  Peak  counts  of 
autumn  migrants  were  of  20  on  July  14th  and  15th  (jmh)  at  Rainham. 

At  least  four  pairs  bred  successfully  at  two  sites.  In  autumn  there  were 
up  to  eight  from  July  17th  to  Aug.  31st  at  Rye  Meads. 
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M  Two  pairs  bred  successfully  and  at  least  three  more  pairs  were  present  at 
four  sites.  At  a  fifth  site,  three  or  possibly  four  pairs  nested  but  were 
mainly  unsuccessful  due  to  predation  by  humans  and  kestrels  (dp).  Peak 
counts  of  migrants  in  autumn  were  of  15  on  July  27th  (je)  and  Aug.  7th 
(pn)  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  12  on  Aug.  7th,  at  Longford  G.P.  (pn)  and  10  on 
Aug.  21st  at  Staines  Res.  (mjw). 

B  Three  pairs  bred  successfully  and  one  other  pair  was  present  at  one  site. 
Two  pairs  at  a  second  site  probably  bred. 

K  Four  pairs  bred  successfully  at  one  site  and  the  eggs  from  a  nest  at  another 
site  were  probably  taken.  A  pair  was  also  present  at  a  third  site.  At 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  single  bird  was  present  from  Dec.  18th,  this  being  the 
first  mid-winter  record  for  the  county. 

S  Single  pairs  bred  successfully  at  two  sites  and  another  was  present  at  a 
third  site.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (rea). 

139  Grey  Plover 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Apr.  10th  and  15th  (cf),  three  on  May  18th 
(jmh)  and  five  on  June  2nd  (jmh)  and  five  on  June  6th  (pjv). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  flying  NW  on  May  11th  (sa)  ;  once  again  a  steady  passage 
recorded  in  late  autumn  between  Sept.  16th  and  Oct.  19th,  generally  of  one 
to  three  birds  daily  (mo),  maximum  of  four  on  Sept.  22nd  (te)  and  Oct. 
7th  (jah,avm). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  June  6th  (sa)  and  one  SE  on  Nov.  20th  (gc). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Oct.  2nd  (khp). 

S  Epsom,  one  flying  over,  calling,  on  Oct.  23rd  (whd). 

140  Golden  Plover 

E  Abridge,  50+  on  Feb.  13th  (reh).  Nazeing,  30  on  Jan.  25th  (jf),  80  on 
Feb.  9th  (Mce).  North  Weald,  12  on  Nov.  13th  (ebwps).  Ockendon,  ten 
on  Jan.  16th  (mja). 

H  Shenleybury,  50-60  on  Jan.  29th.  Symondshyde,  24  on  Jan.  9th  and  41 
on  Jan.  19th.  Stanborough,  c.  100  on  Nov.  22nd  (hnhs). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  flying  NW  on  July  30th  (hrg).  Staines  Moor, 
wintering  flocks  present  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  with  monthly  maxima  of 
135  on  Jan.  9th,  80  on  Feb.  27th,  50  on  Mar.  11th,  nine  on  Oct.  23rd, 
80  on  Nov.  29th,  and  108  on  Dec.  31st  (mo).  Staines  Res.,  small  numbers 
on  drained  south  basin  between  Sept.  1st  and  Oct.  15th  (mo),  maximum 
seven  on  Oct.  7th  (arjp). 

142  Dotterel 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  11th  (bfm). 

This  is  the  first  record  in  the  London  Area  since  1962  and  only  the  fourth 
since  1900. 

143  Turnstone 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  or  two  between  May  18th  and  29th  (jmh  et  al .)  and 
one  on  Aug.  21st  (jmh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (lg). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  six  flying  N  on  May  21st  (je).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one 
on  July  24th  and  four  on  Aug.  7th  (je,avm,pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles 
on  Sept.  8th  (sa,rbh)  and  Sept.  13th  (sa,jah).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on 
Jan.  23rd  (cww),  Aug.  20th  (rap,gc),  Aug.  23rd  (agd)  and  Sept.  25th 

(JDAjAVM). 
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K  Swanscombe,  three  on  Jan.  16th  and  five  on  Jan.  23rd  appeared  to  be 
wintering  (lfw,slw);  three  on  Dec.  26th  (rjc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  4th  (jpw). 

144  Long-billed  Dowitcher 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  1st  (igj,kj,pjs+)  remained  until  Oct.  16th  (mo). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  first  record  of 
this  Nearctic  species  in  the  London  Area  this  century. 

145  Snipe 

All  breeding  season  records  and  the  largest  winter  flocks  are  given. 

E  Hornchurch,  one  drumming  on  May  6th  (mkd).  Rainham  Marsh,  70  on 
Nov.  6th  (bds).  West  Thurrock,  60+  on  Jan.  22nd  (drg). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  120  on  Oct.  22nd  (mcrg).  Moor  Lane,  Rickmansworth, 
two  pairs  present  and  drumming  heard  during  June  and  July:  up  to  80  in 
November  (avm).  Rye  Meads,  300  in  late  January,  up  to  150  in  March  and 
100  on  Apr.  3rd  (hnhs). 

M  Brent  Res.,  maximum  count  of  50  on  Mar.  2nd  (weo).  Harefield  Moor 
G.P.,  up  to  70  in  November  (rrd  et  al.).  Kempton  Park,  c.  50  on  Feb.  5th 
(hrg).  Poyle,  50+  on  Jan.  30th  (pn)  and  c.  250  on  Dec.  11th  (pn,njr). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  100  on  Dec.  27th  (mtnhs). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  monthly  winter  maxima  of  1 15  in  January,  49  in  February 
and  March,  85  in  September,  140  in  October,  151  in  November,  300  in 
December  (jgh  et  al.).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  40  on  Jan.  16th  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  maximum  count,  70+  on  Aug.  30th  (swg).  Downside, 
30  on  Feb.  20th  (hyo).  Slyfield,  50-60  on  Jan.  22nd  (dp).  Inner  London : 
Surrey  Docks,  one  to  three  on  various  dates  throughout  the  year,  maximum 
seven  on  Mar.  29th  (re a). 

147  Jack  Snipe 

E  Epping  S.F.,  three  on  Dec.  3rd.  Hornchurch,  one  on  Feb.  27th  (ebwps). 
Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  22nd  (drg),  two  on  Feb.  19th,  one  or  two  on 
five  dates  in  April,  one  on  May  28th,  two  on  Oct.  16th  and  one  on  Dec. 
27th  (mo).  Sewardstone,  one  between  Apr.  1st  and  4th  (cf). 

H  Hamper  Mill  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  16th  and  17th  (pjs^).  Maple  Cross  S.F., 
three  on  Oct.  23rd  (mcrg).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  four  dates  between  Jan. 
29th  and  Feb.  26th  (hnhs),  one  to  four  in  March  and  April  (lvpg)  and 
singles  on  Dec.  18th  and  29th  (rmrg). 

M  One  or  two  recorded  at  five  localities  from  January  to  April.  At  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  one  to  three  recorded  at  six  localities  (mo),  with  a  maximum 
of  seven  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  on  Oct.  30th  (avm,pn),  and  five  at  Poyle  on 
Dec.  11th  (pn,njr). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  four  on  Oct.  30th  (je,avm,pn)  and  three  on  Dec.  30th 
(eeg,  mtnhs,  rey). 

K  Recorded  at  five  localities  from  January  to  April  with  a  maximum  of  nine 
at  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  on  Jan.  9th  (mo).  At  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  up  to 
five  recorded  at  Dartford  Marsh  in  November  and  December,  and  up  to 
1 1  from  Aug.  20th  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  present  from  January  to  March  with  a  maximum  of  six 
on  Feb.  27th  (jd,swg);  two  recorded  in  November  and  December  (jd). 
Bookham  Common,  one  on  Jan.  16th  (nd).  Horsham  S.F.,  two  on  Dec. 
12th  (dp).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  up  to  six  recorded  from  January  to  March,  one 
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on  Sept.  24th,  two  on  Oct.  9th  and  three  on  Dec.  11th  (wri).  Holmethorpe 
S.F.,  12  flushed  from  reed  bed  on  Oct.  23rd  (jsn).  Richmond  Park,  three 
on  Feb.  26th,  and  singles  on  Jan.  2nd,  March  12th  and  19th  (rsb,rdh). 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Mar.  29th  and  Apr.  15th  (rea). 

148  Woodcock 

In  winter  singles  were  recorded  from  a  few  localities  mainly  from  Kent  and 
Surrey  (mo),  including  one  in  Richmond  Park  on  Jan.  30th  (crc).  A 
stunned  bird,  picked  up  outside  Bowater  House  in  Knightsbridge  (Inner 
London)  on  Mar.  16th  was  an  obvious  spring  migrant  (rfs).  In  autumn, 
between  Nov.  11th  and  29th  there  were  eleven  separate  reports  of  singles 
away  from  usual  localities,  scattered  over  a  wide  area,  including  one  over 
a  built-up  area  at  Ruislip  Manor  (M)  on  Nov.  16th  (mjg),  one  at  Alexandra 
Park  (M)  on  Nov.  18th  (nb),  one  on  the  flat  roof  of  a  building  in  Bromley 
(K)  on  Nov.  29th  remaining  until  the  following  day  (dnw);  in  Inner  London 
there  were  singles  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Nov.  18th  and  19th  (jpw)  and  in 
Kensington  Gardens  on  Nov.  22nd  (dab).  All  breeding  records  are 
summarized  below. 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  three  or  four  recorded  on  Apr.  4th  and  two  on  June 
25th  (jdm). 

K  Bromley  Common  and  Eden  Park,  occasional  records  throughout  the 
year  (gd). 

S  Sightings  of  roding  birds  were  recorded  from  seven  localities  with  at  least 
three  territories  at  Bookham  Common  (gb),  where  two  nests  containing 
eggs  were  found. 

150  Curlew 

Very  few  sightings  were  reported  from  the  Lower  Thames  during  the  year. 
All  sightings  have  been  summarized  in  the  following  table. 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Sightings 
Total  Birds 


42  1  5—  47  5  —  —  22 

5  2  1  5  —  6  12  13  —  —  3  2 


The  largest  parties  seen  were  four  flying  W  at  Walton-on-Thames  on 
July  21st  (co)  and  four  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug.  23rd  (jmh).  There 
were  three  Inner  London  records  during  the  year,  all  of  birds  flying  over: 
Hyde  Park,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (dab),  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Aug.  5th 
(dab)  and  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  June  23rd  (rea). 

151  Whimbrel 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  May  14th  (cf),  May  20th  (kb),  May  22nd 
(cf,ds)  and  two  on  May  7th  (jf)  and  May  18th  (jmh).  Walthamstow  Res., 
one  feeding  on  banks  of  reservoir  from  Oct.  3rd  to  11th  (pf,rs). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  six  on  May  15th  (hb). 

M  Kempton  East  Res.,  one  flying  W  on  Oct.  29th  (dp).  Staines  Res.,  two 
flying  W  on  Apr.  24th  (cww),  one  on  Apr.  30th  (mjw)  and  one  heard 
calling  on  May  5th  (cww);  in  autumn,  three  flying  W  on  Sept.  8th  (jah,pn) 
and  singles  on  Oct.  22nd  and  29th  (jro).  Staines  Moor,  three  flying  SW 
on  Sept.  8th  (ah«). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  May  2nd  and  8th  (jc,jgh).  Swanscombe  Marsh, 
one  on  Aug.  3rd  (khp).  R.  Thames:  Dartford  section,  one  on  May  11th 
(sjg). 
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S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  flying  W  on  Aug.  7th  (sg).  Burgh  Heath,  one  flying 
W  on  July  19th  (rhf).  Dulwich,  heard  calling,  flying  over  on  Aug.  8th 
(jka). 

154  Black-tailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  May  21st,  28th  and  29th  (ds),  June  2nd  (pjv), 
June  16th  (jmh)  and  two  on  June  6th  (mkd). 

M  Staines  Res.,  an  excellent  autumn  passage  on  the  drained  south  basin 
between  Sept.  1st  and  Oct.  15th,  a  total  of  72  bird/days  recorded;  seven 
arrived  on  Sept.  1st  (sa,rjj)  and  up  to  five  were  present  on  most  days  until 
18th  (mo);  12  flew  W  on  Sept.  20th  (rjj)  and  singles  were  present  on  many 
dates  between  Sept.  28th  and  Oct.  15th  (mo). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  11th  (mtnhs). 

155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  between  May  1st  and  7th  (jmh  et  al .)  and  six  on 
May  22nd  (cf,pjv). 

M  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Aug.  21st  (je).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  21st  (dg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  June  19th  (sa). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  14th  (jc,jgh). 

156  Green  Sandpiper 

All  winter  records  are  summarized  and  the  largest  counts  at  times  of  passage 
are  given. 

E  In  winter,  three  in  December  at  Girling  Res.  (jf)  and  one  or  two  from 
January  to  April  and  four  in  December  (mkd)  at  Rainham  Marsh.  Autumn 
passage  at  Rainham  Marsh  from  June  24th  to  Sept.  24th  with  maxima  of 
25  and  20  on  July  5th  and  24th  respectively  (mkd, jmh). 

H  Winter  records  of  one  to  three  at  Croxley  Hall  watercress  beds  in  January 
and  February  and  one  or  two  at  Rye  Meads  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  In 
autumn,  recorded  at  five  localities  with  maxima  of  ten  at  Maple  Cross  S.F. 
(mcrg)  and  seven  at  Moor  Lane,  Rickmansworth  (avm),  both  in  July. 

M  Winter  records  at  both  ends  of  the  year  from  eight  localities,  but  only 
regularly  at  Kempton  Park,  where  the  maximum  was  six  in  November 
(hrg,dp)  and  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  where  these  were  three  in  February.  Autumn 
passage  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  from  June  29th,  with  a  maximum  of  nine  on 
July  13th;  elsewhere  up  to  five  at  12  sites. 

B  In  winter,  one  on  Feb.  27th  at  Horton  G.P.,  and  singles  in  November  at 
Denham  Court  and  Wraysbury  G.P.  Return  passage,  up  to  four  in  July 
and  August  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  (avm,pn  et  al.). 

K  In  winter  recorded  from  five  localities,  generally  of  one  to  three  birds  but 
a  maximum  of  six  recorded  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  in  January.  Spring  passage, 
up  to  six  in  April  and  May  at  Sevenoaks  (ajh).  In  autumn,  maxima  of 
five  at  Littlebrook  G.P.  (baf),  six  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  (ajh)  and  Thamesmead 
(pjw). 

S  In  winter  one  to  three  recorded  at  seven  localities  (mo).  Autumn  passage, 
recorded  from  several  localities  (mo)  including  one  in  Richmond  Park  on 
Aug.  2nd  (kb)  and  a  maximum  of  ten  at  Beddington  S.F.  in  August  (mo). 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Aug.  18th  (rea). 

157  Wood  Sandpiper 

More  than  usual  were  recorded,  both  in  spring  and  autumn;  the  number 
of  June  records  was  exceptional. 
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E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  or  possibly  the  same  individual  on  May  22nd, 
24th,  25th  and  28th  (jmh,pjv),  one  on  June  24th  (kb)  and  one  to  four  on 
seven  dates  from  Aug.  6th  to  Sept.  2nd  and  one  on  Oct.  22nd  (jmh  et  al.). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  flying  south  on  Aug.  12th  (avm). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  June  26th  (pn)  and  July  13th  (je,avm,pn); 
recorded  almost  daily  between  Aug.  7th  and  24th  with  maximum  of  three 
on  Aug.  18th  and  21  (mo);  one  on  Sept.  25th  (avm).  Staines  Moor,  one 
on  July  13th  (lfr)  and  up  to  three  between  Aug.  18th  and  Sept.  2nd  (mo), 
and  five  on  Sept.  3rd  (gc).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (agd).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Aug.  12th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  May  23rd  (mtnhs). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  singles  on  Aug.  21st  and  28th  (drg).  Sevenoaks  G.P., 
singles  on  Apr.  29th,  May  30th,  June  1st,  10th,  11th,  two  on  July  29th, 
one  on  Aug.  9th  and  then  daily  from  Aug.  18th  to  23rd  with  a  maximum 
of  four  on  21st;  singles  on  Sept.  17th  and  21st  (jc,jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  June  26th  (swg,jn),  two  on  July  10th  (swg)  and 
14th  (kdgm).  In  autumn  one  to  three  recorded  on  many  dates  from  Aug. 
15th  to  Sept.  12th  (mo),  with  maxima  of  six  on  Aug.  15th  and  five  on 
Aug.  21st  (dw). 

158  Solitary  Sandpiper 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  July  22nd  (jas). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  third  record  of 
this  Nearctic  wader  in  the  London  Area  this  century. 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

Winter  (Dec.-Feb.)  records  and  Inner  London  sightings  are  given. 
Passage  records  are  summarized  in  the  final  paragraph. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Jan.  22nd  and  Feb.  12th  (it,ds,nji). 

H  Croxley  Hall  Watercress  Beds,  one  throughout  January  (je,rrd). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  Jan.  2nd  and  21st  (jpwr,GCj),  two  on  Feb.  13th 
(mjg)  and  four  on  Feb.  27th  (gc).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  in  January  and 
February  (hrg,wm)  and  three  on  Dec.  30th  (sa).  Staines  Res.,  one  on 
Jan.  2nd  (jro).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  4th  (je).  Inner  London : 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  seven  dates  between  Apr. 
20th  and  May  23rd,  two  on  May  24th,  and  singles  on  July  28th  and  Aug. 
20th  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  May  1st,  19th,  24th,  Aug.  9th,  14th 
and  19th  (jpw). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  two  during  January  and  February,  and  one  in  December 
(drg).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  21st  (lfw). 

S  No  winter  records.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  five  dates 
between  Apr.  23rd  and  May  25th  and,  remarkably,  five  on  June  3rd;  up  to 
three  on  ten  dates  between  July  11th  and  Aug.  18th,  followed  by  five 
singles  in  September  (rea). 

f 

In  the  London  Area  as  a  whole,  passage  records  were  reported  from  a 
large  number  of  localities.  In  spring,  most  were  of  short-stay  single 
migrants  (peak  passage  late  May).  In  autumn,  passage  was  far  more 
widespread,  extensive  and  numerous,  with  a  long  peak  lasting  from  late 
July  to  early  September.  Highest  counts  reported  were  42  on  the  Lea 
Valley  Reservoirs  on  Aug.  27th  (jf),  31  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Aug.  3rd 
(je,pn),  and  20  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug.  12th  and  Sept.  3rd  (mkd,nji). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1977 


35 


Although  it  was  not  an  exceptional  autumn  passage,  many  localities 
reported  peaks  exceeding  10  birds.  No  evidence  was  received  of  breeding 
attempts,  despite  some  midsummer  records. 


161  Redshank 

Wintering  numbers  along  the  River  Thames  appeared  to  be  similar  to  1976. 
The  main  concentration  was  again  in  the  Dartford  and  Swanscombe 
sections  of  the  river,  with  the  majority  using  the  ash  pools  at  West  Thurrock 
power  station  as  a  high-tide  roost.  Spring  passage  was  noted  at  West 
Thurrock  on  Apr.  3rd  when  210  were  counted  at  roost  and  on  the  17th, 
c.  150  (drg).  Lower  Thames  counts  are  summarized  in  the  table  below 
showing  peak  monthly  totals  for  each  section  of  the  river  recording  more 
than  twenty  during  the  year. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Woolwich  Arsl. 

1 

16 

7 

Crossness 

— 

— 

5 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

30 

24 

Dartford 

85 

53 

67 

28 

6 

4 

4 

14 

19 

50 

80 

50 

Thurrock 

200 

60 

60 

210 

8 

2 

— 

• — 

— 

250 

100 

120 

Swanscombe 

84 

55 

50 

17 

20 

33 

6 

_ 

— 

25 

12 

Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  four  on  various  dates  during  January, 
one  on  June  24th,  three  on  the  27th.  Up  to  eight  present  in  December 
(rea). 

In  the  Staines  area,  peak  monthly  counts  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.  56  24  835  14—1  12 

Staines  Moor/Res.  5  23  12  7  2  10  1  6  3  7  12  17 

All  possible  and  proved  breeding  records  are  shown  under  counties  below. 

E/M  Girling  Res.  and  Edmonton  S.F.,  two  pairs  displaying  in  April  and  May 
(jf). 

M  Kempton  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (hrg,dp,mt).  Staines  Moor, 
up  to  10  birds  displaying,  but  breeding  not  proved  (lfr). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  at  least  one  pair  bred  (drg).  Littlebrook,  a  pair  present 
throughout  the  summer  (drg).  Swanscombe,  three  pairs  holding  territory 
in  June  (lfw,slw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  three  pairs  in  April  and  May  (mo).  Cobham,  one  pair 
bred  successfully  (dp). 


162  Spotted  Redshank 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Feb.  13th  (ggb),  May  6th  and  7th  (ag,jf),  and 
on  six  dates  in  June  (mcd,jmh,pjv),  two  on  July  5th  (jmh)  and  singles  again 
on  July  9th  and  10th  (nji).  Sept.  2nd  (jmh)  and  4th  (jf). 

M  Kempton  Park,  one  on  Mar.  7th  (mw r).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  between 
June  26th  and  July  2nd  (avm,pn,jas)  and  one  on  Oct.  8th  (pn).  Staines 
Res.,  fewer  recorded  than  in  1976,  although  conditions  were  similar  with 
the  south  basin  drained  from  late  August;  a  total  of  53  bird/days  reported 
between  Aug.  23rd  and  Oct.  15th  (mo),  maxima  of  six  on  Sept.  19th  (rjj) 
and  four  on  Sept.  14th  (jah,pn)  and  25th  (jd«). 

K  Crossness,  one  on  Apr.  24th  (pjw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (sja). 
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164  Lesser  Yellowlegs 

B  Denham,  one  from  Oct.  15th  to  Nov.  5th  (sw,ajp,rpb). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  fourth  record 
of  this  Nearctic  species  this  century  in  the  London  Area.  The  last  was 
in  1962. 

165  Greenshank 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  maximum  of  eight  on  Aug.  23rd  in  autumn  (jf). 
Rainham  Marsh,  in  spring  one  to  three  in  May  and  June;  up  to  seven  in 
July  during  the  autumn  passage  (jmh,nji  et  al.). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Oct.  11th  and  two  on  Nov.  2nd  and  9th  (mcrg). 
Moor  Lane,  Rickmans  worth,  one  on  July  30th  (avm).  Rye  Meads  S.F., 
one  or  two  in  August  and  one  on  Sept.  8th  (hnhs). 

M  A  winter  record  of  one  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  on  Jan.  27th  (gcj).  Singles 
in  spring  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  on  four  dates  between  May  1st  and  28th 
(je,avm,pn)  and  one  at  Staines  Moor  on  May  20th  (lfr).  Apart  from  one 
at  Kempton  Park  on  June  18th  (hrg,mt),  autumn  passage  from  July  6th 
to  Oct.  16th,  with  highest  numbers  at  Staines  Res.,  reaching  a  maximum 
of  c.  20  on  Sept.  3rd  (jro)  and  11  at  Staines  Moor  on  Aug.  21st  (je),  with 
up  to  four  at  five  other  sites. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  recorded  on  many  dates  in  July  and  August  with  a 
maximum  of  seven  on  Aug.  21st  and  singles  on  seven  dates  in  October 
(mo). 

K  Crossness,  one  on  Aug.  8th.  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (pjn). 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  up  to  three  in  April  and  one  or  two  during  July,  August 
and  September  (jc  et  al.). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  in  spring,  singles  in  April  and  May  and  one  to  three  on 
many  dates  in  July,  August  and  September  (mo).  Dulwich  Park,  one  on 
May  4th  (pjw).  Holmethorpe  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  23rd  (rhc).  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  May  17th  (rea). 


169  Knot 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  May  22nd  (jmh),  singles  on  May  17th  (rg), 
May  27th  and  28th  (pjv).  May  29th  (jf),  June  29th,  Aug.  25th  and  26th 
(jmh)  and  on  Oct.  29th  (ds). 

M  Staines  Res.,  five  on  Aug.  26th,  two  on  27th,  one  on  30th,  four  on  31st, 
five  on  Sept.  1st,  three  remaining  until  Sept.  5th  (mo). 

171  Little  Stint 

Winter  records  of  this  species  are  now  becoming  regular,  often  associating 
with  flocks  of  Dunlin.  The  mid-June  records  are  nevertheless  unusual, 
but  coincide  with  the  occurrence  of  several  other  wader  species  at  inland 
sites  in  the  middle  of  summer. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  five  wintering  in  January,  February  and  March  and 
two  on  Dec.  3rd.  During  April,  one  to  five  recorded  on  several  dates  and 
three  on  May  22nd  and  28th.  Numbers  on  autumn  passage  were  below 
average  with  only  a  maximum  of  four  on  Aug.  28th  and  one  or  two  on  six 
other  dates  in  September  and  October  (jmh  et  al.). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  25th  (hnhs,lvpg).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P., 
one  on  Aug.  16th  and  17th  (lvpg). 
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M  Kempton  Park,  two  on  Mar.  12th  and  three  on  Mar.  19th  (hrg,dp).  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  Mar.  17th,  June  19th,  July  31st,  Aug.  7th  and  Sept. 
12th  (je,dmf,avm,pn).  Staines  Res.,  autumn  passage  from  Sept.  3rd  to 
Oct.  30th  (mo),  maximum  of  five  on  Oct.  8th  (arjp)  with  a  late  bird  on 
Nov.  13th  and  15th  (avm,pn). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  May  18th,  Aug.  19th,  Oct.  2nd  and  one  from 
Sept.  26th  to  30th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  28th  and  31st  (sja,jd,mjn,kco).  Hogsmill 
S.F.,  one  on  June  3rd  (wri).  Holmethorpe  G.P.,  three  on  June  16th  (etk). 

173  Temminck’s  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  May  24th  and  two  from  May  25th  to  27th  (jmh 
et  al.),  singles  on  June  5th  (pjv),  June  6th  (wgl)  and  June  7th  (hpm). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  20th  (hnhs,lvpg). 

M  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  May  28th  (avm,pn). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  present  from  May  21st  to  23rd  (jc,jgh). 

174  Baird’s  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  3rd  (pjv,pg,jm,ni). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  second  record 
for  the  London  Area,  the  first  being  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  in  September  1950. 

176  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  present  from  Sept.  6th  to  10th  (reh  et  al.). 

The  19th  record  for  the  London  Area,  the  first  since  1973. 

A  photograph  appears  opposite  page  38. 

178  Dunlin 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  birds  wintering  on  the  Lower  Thames 
appeared  to  be  arrested  by  the  end  of  the  year,  when  5,000  were  estimated 
roosting  on  the  ash  pools  at  West  Thurrock  power  station  on  December 
11th  (pcf),  a  figure  confirmed  by  photographs.  No  sightings  were  reported 
from  sections  farther  up  river  than  Barking,  possibly  indicating  a  further 
reduction  in  the  range  of  the  wintering  population.  The  following  table 
shows  peak  monthly  counts  from  each  sector  of  the  river: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Barking  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  89  — 

Crossness  —  —  —  1  —  —  2  — -  —  50  130  — 

Rainham  —  350  —  150  200  6  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Dartford  670  600  220  30  —  —  —  20  55  50  450  500 

West  Thurrock  1,500  2,0001,000  220  —  —  —  —  —  —4,100  5,000 

Swanscombe  850  200  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  150 


Away  from  the  Thames,  the  largest  numbers  were  again  confined  to  West 
Middlesex.  Maxima  monthly  counts  are  given  for  Kempton  Park,  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.  and  Staines  Reservoir: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Kempton  Park  40  40  9  —  1  1  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Perry  Oaks  S.F.  34  —  4  45  2  2  5  16  2  3  75  20 

Staines  Res.  1  3  —  —  —  —  —  3  37  70  148  220 

In  addition  there  were  30  at  Hersham  S.F.  (S)  on  Jan.  22nd  (mt).  Although 
reported  from  many  other  localities,  numbers  rarely  exceeded  single 
figures.  The  only  Inner  London  record  was  of  one  flying  over  Regent’s 
Park  on  Nov.  21st  (jpw). 
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179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  four  between  May  17th  and  22nd,  two  on  May  25th  and 
one  on  May  26th.  In  autumn,  five  on  Sept.  1st,  and  3rd,  two  on  Sept.  4th, 
one  on  Sept.  7th  and  two  on  Oct.  3rd  (jmh  et  al.). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  Sept.  25th  (mjg)  and  29th  (gcg).  Staines  Res., 
one  on  Aug.  26th  (jah),  six  on  Aug.  31st  (rjj),  eight  on  Sept.  2nd,  three  on 
Sept.  7th  (avm)  and  two  from  Sept.  15th  to  28th  (jah). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  three  on  Aug.  26th  (jd). 

181  Sanderling 

E  Girling  Res.,  two  on  May  28th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  May  14th 
(reh),  May  25th  (pjv),  May  28th  (jmh)  and  singles  on  May  18th,  26th  and 
June  2nd  (jmh). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (hnhs,lvpg). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  from  Sept.  3rd  to  7th  (mo). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  Sept.  24th  (baf). 

182  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  14th  (pn)  remained  until  Oct.  2nd  (mo). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  second  record 
for  the  London  Area  this  century,  the  first  being  at  nearby  Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
in  1954. 

184  Ruff 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  present  in  the  first  two  months  of  the  year,  with  a 
maximum  of  40  on  Feb.  12th  (it);  the  only  spring  records  were  of  singles 
on  Apr.  16th  and  23rd  (pjv, jmh)  and  four  on  May  25th  (jmh).  Autumn 
passage  from  July  12th  to  October  22nd,  maximum  14  on  July  18th  (jmh). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  July  10th  (hnhs). 

M/B  Records  for  the  Staines  area  are  summarized  in  the  table  below,  which 
shows  peak  monthly  counts  for  the  main  sites,  although  there  is  clearly 
considerable  movement  between  these  four  localities : 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May  Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nor 

Dec 

Perry  Oaks  S.F. 

— 

— 

9 

9  —  — 

4 

15 

4 

12 

14 

28 

Staines  Res. 

— 

— 

— 

9  —  — 

— 

7 

35 

17 

15 

14 

Staines  Moor 

20 

39 

6 

—  1  — 

— 

4 

— 

2 

2 

9 

Wraysbury  G.P. 

8 

— 

— 

—  —  — 

7 

16 

— 

9 

— 

— 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  c.40  on  Mar.  1st  (drg)  and  four  on  Feb.  4th  (jet). 
Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  26th  (bn/i).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on 
Apr.  7th,  11th  and  28th,  Aug.  26th  and  Sept.  21st  (jgh  et  al.). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  present  in  small  numbers  from  July  to  October,  maximum 
five  on  Sept.  6th  (jd,swg  et  al.)  and  one  on  Nov.  29th  (jd). 

185  Avocet 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  July  13th  and  14th  (ebwps,jmh). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  from  Dec.  10th  to  13th  (je,pn  et  al.). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  on  Oct.  25th  (jc,jgh). 

189  Stone  Curlew 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  June  10th  (rea). 


above:  Pectoral  Sandpiper  at  Walthamstow  Res.,  September  1977  (Photo  J.  P.  Widgery). 
below  left:  Juvenile  Black  Redstart  at  St.  Pancras  former  goods  yard,  July  1977  ( Photo  J.  P. 
Widgery).  below  right:  One  of  two  Chiffchaffs,  with  light  edging  to  the  greater  coverts 
forming  a  single  wing-bar  and  exhibiting  other  characters  of  the  Siberian  race  tristis, 
wintering  at  Ruxley  G.P.,  February  1977  [Photo  R.  J.  Chandler). 
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193  Arctic  Skua 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  (km).  West  Thurrock,  one  on 
Sept.  18th  (gcg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  flying  SW  on  Aug.  19th  (crh). 

S  Dulwich  Woods,  one  flying  over  on  Sept.  18th  (pjw). 

194  Great  Skua 

K  Northfleet,  one  circling  over  area  on  Nov.  18th  (lfw). 

The  seventh  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

198  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

The  species  was  recorded  in  all  months  except  June,  but  records  and 
counts  were  too  incomplete  to  give  a  meaningful  summary  of  its  main 
status  as  winter  visitor.  The  largest  count  received  was  of  a  feeding  flock 
of  c.  200  at  Poyle  Rubbish  Tip,  Middlesex,  on  Jan.  16th  (avm). 

199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

Unlike  the  last  species,  the  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  has  a  broader 
distribution  over  the  area,  occurring  both  as  a  winter-visitor  and  passage- 
migrant,  and  it  is  much  more  numerous.  Nevertheless  records  tended  to 
feature  passage  movements  and  early-dispersal  flocks,  rather  than  controlled 
counts  at  regular  sites,  making  analysis  difficult. 

High  dispersal  counts  of  mainly  immature  birds  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on 
July  13th  (240)  and  Aug.  7th  (320)  exceeded  the  highest  autumn  count 
there  of  180  on  Oct.  20th  (jc,jgh).  Again  in  the  downland  belt  of  agri¬ 
cultural  land,  there  was  also  a  high  count  of  116  at  Holmethorpe  S.P. 
(Redhill)  on  Aug.  31st  (dw). 

Of  a  passage  movement  of  188  at  Wood  Green  Res.  on  Oct.  24th,  at  least 
80%  were  of  the  darker-mantled  Scandinavian  race  (nb). 

Finally,  as  further  evidence  of  the  return  of  sea  fish  to  the  Lower  Thames, 
one  was  recorded  consuming  a  flatfish  the  size  of  a  Dab  at  Woolwich  on 
Aug.  24th  (pjStt). 

200  Herring  Gull 

Breeding  records  are  given,  together  with  some  winter  counts  at  rubbish 
tips,  details  of  a  leucistic  immature  and  records  of  yellow-legged  birds, 
although  there  is  no  certain  means  of  separating  the  latter  from  hybrid 
forms  (see  Bird  Study  25  :  161-6). 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  an  aberrant  first-winter  bird  with  dilute  pigmentation 
on  Apr.  16th  (ni,pjv)  was  stated  to  resemble  closely  Hume’s  description  of 
a  leucistic  immature  in  British  Birds  68  :  33;  observers  are  accordingly 
reminded  of  the  pitfall  of  assuming  that  any  very  pale,  creamy  gull  must  be 
an  immature  Glaucous  or  Iceland  !  Rainham  Rubbish  Tip,  a  count  of 
c.  1,000  on  Jan.  22nd  (ebwps). 

M  Poyle  Rubbish  Tip,  c.  500  on  Jan.  16th  (avm).  Yellow-legged  birds 
recorded  at  Moorhall  G.P.  on  Jan.  1st  and  Feb.  2nd  (je),  Duke’s  Meadows, 
Chiswick,  on  Feb.  16th  and  Oct.  21st  (grs)  and  Wood  Green  Res.  on  Nov. 
6th  (nb).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  in  the  Zoo  and 
another  just  outside  the  park  (jpw);  St.  James’s  Park,  a  pair  nested,  but 
the  eggs  and  nest  were  trampled  by  the  pelicans  and  the  site  abandoned 
(pjo  et  al.). 
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K  Stone  Rubbish  Tip,  maximum  800  in  Nov./Dec.  (drg).  Yellow-legged 
birds  recorded  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on  Aug.  7th  (two),  10th  and  14th  (two) 

(JGH,JC). 

S  River  Thames  at  Barn  Elms,  an  adult  with  bright  yellow  legs  and  darker 
mantle  on  Dec.  18th  (pjs«).  Inner  London:  Thames  near  Vauxhall  Bridge, 
two  adults  with  yellow  legs  (pjs«). 

201  Common  Gull 

Generally  the  few  records  received  did  not  reflect  the  true  status  of  the 
species  as  a  winter-visitor  and  passage-migrant  in  the  area.  Most  counts 
were  of  small  feeding  flocks.  No  roosting  figures  were  submitted,  whereas 
it  is  known  that  winter  roosts  in  the  London  Area  exceed  20,000.  Some 
indirect  evidence  of  spring  passage  was  received,  for  example  at  Bromley 
Common  where  91  were  present  on  Feb.  27th  compared  with  c.  35  average 
for  Jan.-Mar.,  but  most  figures  were  too  low  to  be  significant. 

202  Glaucous  Gull 

All  accepted  records  are  given,  but  attention  is  drawn  to  a  leucistic  Herring 
Gull  present  at  Rainham  (see  200)  one  day  later  than  the  Glaucous  record 
below.  It  is  known  that  some  observers  were  misled  by  this  very  pale 
aberrant  bird. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  second-winter  bird  from  Apr.  5th  to  15th  (jmh  et  al.). 
Girling  Res.,  a  first-winter  immature  on  Dec.  26th  (pjv),  joined  by  another 
on  Dec.  27th,  both  remaining  into  1978  (pjv,rg,ag). 

205  Mediterranean  Gull 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  an  adult  on  May  21st  (mkd). 

S  Epsom,  an  adult  wintering  from  Dec.  25th,  1976  (Loud.  Bird  Rep.  41 :  40) 
in  the  Stamford  Green  area  was  seen  up  to  Mar.  10th  (mo);  what  was 
presumably  the  same  adult  returned  on  Dec.  4th  and  remained  into  1978 
(whd  et  al.). 

Records  for  the  London  Area  this  century  now  total  18,  all  since  1957. 
The  species  is  now  more  frequent  along  the  Channel  coast  (Kent  Bird  Rep. 
25  :  49)  and  a  large  roost  has  been  established  on  the  French  side  at 
Boulogne  Harbour,  where  up  to  81  were  present  in  1976. 

207  Little  Gull 

4 

Though  unexciting  in  terms  of  individual  counts,  the  year  produced  a  high 
total  of  85  bird/days,  11%  on  spring  passage  and  89%  in  autumn.  The 
proportion  of  adults  was  higher  than  usual,  40%  in  spring  and  41%  in 
autumn  (bird/days).  The  table  below  shows  the  monthly  distribution: 


Oct  Nov 
—  9 


Jul  Aug  Sep 
—  18  48 


Apr  May  Jun 

2  6  2 


Bird/days 


The  western  reservoirs  in  Middlesex  (mainly  Staines  Res.)  claimed  81  %  of 
the  total,  the  Lea  Valley  5  %  and  the  Lower  Thames  5  %,  but  the  figures 
may  also  reflect  observer-coverage.  There  were  no  July  or  October 
records,  but  two  November  records  deserve  note :  seven  adults  flying  west 
at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Nov.  13th  (rbh)  and  a  first-winter  immature  at  King 
George  V  Res.  on  Nov.  19th  and  20th  (jf,cf). 
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208  Black-headed  Gull 

London’s  commonest  gull.  Recorded  all  months,  but  most  familiarly  as  a 
winter-visitor,  with  highest  counts  in  the  Nov.-Feb.  period. 

Some  ringing  recoveries  are  given,  also  a  roost  count  and  a  passing  com¬ 
ment  on  ‘opportunism’  in  central  London. 

E  Girling  Res.,  an  adult  recovered  on  Jan.  29th  (cf)  had  been  ringed  as  a 
pullus  in  Jutland,  Denmark,  on  June  21st,  197 1.  Wanstead  Park,  a 
recovery  on  Dec.  29th  (wcg)  had  been  ringed  in  Latvia  in  1968. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  count  of  c.  15,000  at  roost  on  Jan.  9th  (avm)  suggests 
at  least  a  50%  increase  on  previous  data  (cf.  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  28  : 63—8). 
Inner  London:  an  observer  (wgt)  has  drawn  attention  to  the  winter 
presence  of  the  species  in  Trafalgar  Square,  ground  feeding  on  the  fringe 
of  the  pigeon  flock,  an  adaptation  which  also  can  be  witnessed  in  tiny 
urban  squares,  such  as  Soho  Square  (kco);  further  evidence  may  prove 
worth  collecting. 

211  Kittiwake 

All  records  are  given.  The  November  total  of  20  adults  correlates  with  the 
late-autumn  peak  in  the  1955-74  histogram  {Lond.  Bird  Rep.  41 :  90)  and 
is  not  unconnected  with  stong  gales  and  very  cold  weather  in  the  second 
half  of  that  month. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  an  adult  on  Nov.  16th  (cf). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Nov.  25th  (td). 

M  Greenford,  an  adult  on  Nov.  27th  (dmf).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an  immature 
on  May  3rd  (sa).  Staines  Res.,  single  adults  on  Apr.  2nd  and  30th 
(avm,pn,mjw). 

K  Thames  at  Woolwich  Arsenal,  flock  of  17  adults  flying  up  river  at  1 1.35  hrs. 
on  Nov.  16th  (pjs«). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  adult  on  Jan.  16th  (rbh,pjs«). 

212  Black  Tern 

$ 

A  good  year  with  some  impressive  peak  counts,  though  numbers  were  not 
always  sustained.  Passage  from  May  3rd  to  June  7th,  and  from  July  5th 
to  Oct.  9th.  All  records  are  given  except  for  principal  localities  where 
counts  are  limited  to  peak  figures. 

E  Fisher’s  Green  G.P.,  four  on  Sept.  3rd  (gjw).  King  George  V  Res.,  peak 
counts  five  on  May  15th  (pjv)  and  three  on  Sept.  28th  and  Oct.  1st  (jf). 
Rainham,  three  on  May  15th  (rt).  Walthamstow  Res.,  four  on  May  27th 
(ca).  West  Thurrock,  peak  30  on  Aug.  26th  (dsb). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  two  on  May  21st  (hnhs).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  four  on 
Sept.  25th  (hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  9th  (lvpg). 
Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Aug.  6th  (rrd).  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  18  on  May  15th 
and  nine  on  June  2nd  (pn,je,rrd). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  peak  eight  on  May  26th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  peak 
counts  22  on  May  15th  (rjj),  21  on  May  17th  (mjw)  and  60  on  Aug.  17th 
(rjj).  Brent  Res.,  three  on  July  5th  (weo)  and  two  on  Aug.  21st  (lab). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  peak  39  on  Aug.  25th  (sa).  Wraysbury  Res.,  two  on 
Aug.  25th  (avm). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  peak  five  on  June  7th  (gcj). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May  22nd  (jgh).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on 
May  22nd  (rjc).  Thames  at  Woolwich  Arsenal,  two  on  Aug.  15th  (pjsw). 
S  Walton  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  21st  (jet). 
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213  White-winged  Black  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  an  immature  on  Aug.  23rd  (jah).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an 
immature,  possibly  the  Staines  bird,  from  Aug.  24th  to  Sept.  4th  (mjr  et  al.), 
a  second  immature  present  on  Aug.  25th  (rjj)  and  a  third  immature  from 
Sept.  10th  to  12th  (pc). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  these  four  records  bring  the 
total  for  the  London  Area  to  19,  all  since  1961. 

214  Whiskered  Tern 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  17th,  considered  to  be  a  second-year  bird  (rjj). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  third  record  for 
the  the  London  Area  this  century.  The  previous  occurrences  were  both 
in  June. 

217  Common  Tern 

Breeding  records  are  given.  Passage  records  are  summarized  under  217/8. 
In  1977  there  were  at  least  30  nesting  pairs,  but  fewer  sites  were  occupied. 
Breeding  became  concentrated  into  two  regular  sites,  the  larger  of  which 
benefited  from  the  provision  of  rafts. 

E  None  of  the  previous  sites  was  occupied. 

H  At  a  principal  locality  24  pairs  bred  and  raised  a  large  number  of  young 
to  flying  stage.  At  a  locality  in  the  west,  a  pair  nested  but  the  site  was 
flooded  and  the  nest  deserted. 

M  Two  pairs  summered  at  one  locality  but  did  not  breed. 

B  At  a  regular  site,  five  pairs  bred  and  raised  a  total  of  14  young,  of  which 
about  12  flew. 

K  No  positive  evidence  of  breeding,  but  at  one  locality  a  male  was  seen 
feeding  a  female  and  an  adult  was  later  seen  carrying  a  fish  in  flight. 

217/8  Common/Arctic  Tern 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarized  here,  together  with 
all  unspecific  observations  of  Common/Arctic  Terns.  Specific  records  of 
Arctic  Terns  are  shown  under  218. 

Recorded  in  spring  from  Apr.  17th  to  June  30th  and  in  autumn  from  July 
17th  to  Nov.  12th.  Localities  are  listed  below,  with  selected  peak  counts. 
Inner  London  observations  and  late-departing  migrants  are  given  in  full. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  Rainham  (45  up  river  on  Sept.  4th),  West  Thurrock 
(100  on  Aug.  13th  and  Sept.  3rd).  Late  record:  One  on  Nov.  13th  at 
King  George  V  Res.  (jf). 

H  Dobbs  Weir,  Kings  Weir,  Maple  Cross,  Pynesfield  G.P.,  Rye  Meads, 
Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.  (153  on  May  4th),  Stocker’s  Lake,  Troy  Mill. 

M  Brent  Res.,  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  Kempton  Park,  Queen  Mary  Res., 
Staines  Res.,  Wood  Green  Res.,  Wraysbury  Res.  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  seven  flying  W  on  Aug.  9th  and  two  flying  E 
on  Aug.  20th  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  June  20th  and  one  on  Sept. 
14th  (jpw). 

B  Old  Slade  G.P.,  Wraysbury  G.P.  Late  records:  singles  on  Nov.  10th  and 
12th  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  (mtnhs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  Ruxley  G.P.,  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  Swanscombe  Marsh, 
Thamesmead,  Woolwich  Arsenal  (45  on  Aug.  24th). 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Bookham  Common,  Hogsmill  S.F.,  Holmethorpe,  Walton 
Res.,  Wimbledon  Park.  Inner  London:  Thames  at  Blackfriars,  three  on 
Aug.  2nd,  five  on  3rd  and  one  on  8th  (dab)  ;  at  Waterloo  Bridge,  three  on 
Aug.  2nd  and  three  on  4th  (whd);  at  Westminster  Bridge,  two  on  Aug.  24th 
and  one  on  Sept.  9th  (pjs«). 

218  Arctic  Tern 

All  records  are  given. 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  on  May  19th  (lab).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  16th 
(rbh,jhm). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  5th,  eight  on  7th  and  one  on  Oct.  13th 
(jc,jgh).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (pjw). 

222  Little  Tern 

All  records  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  June  18th  (pjv). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  May  10th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Sept. 

10th  and  11th  (pn  et  al.). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  Sept.  9th  (sa). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May  23rd  (jgh). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  30th  (mp). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

All  records  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  27th,  Aug.  21st  and  Sept.  17th 
(pjv, km).  Rainham  Marsh,  seven  on  May  7th  and  one  on  June  15th 
(ds,kb).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (jpw).  West  Thurrock, 
four  on  Aug.  16th  (drg). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  three  on  Sept.  17th  (lvpg). 

M  Staines  Moor,  three  on  Sept.  9th  (gc).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Aug.  28th 
and  Sept.  10th,  two  on  Sept.  16th  (pn  et  al.).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  nine  on 
Oct.  1st  (sa).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  four  flying  S  on  Aug.  22nd 
(jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  June  26th  (pn). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  2nd  (khp).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  on  Aug.  25th 
(jc,jgh). 

S  Walton  Res.,  five  on  Aug.  27th  (jet).  Inner  London:  Thames  at  West¬ 
minster  Bridge,  two  flying  upstream  on  Sept.  8th  (acp). 

226  Little  Auk 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  25th  to  27th,  found  dead  on  27th 
(cf  et  al.). 

This  is  the  twentieth  occurrence  of  this  species  in  the  London  Area  this 
century.  The  date  correlates  closely  with  previous  records  during  periods 
of  northerly  gales  in  November. 

232  Stock  Dove 

Breeding  season  records.  Inner  London  records  and  largest  winter  flocks 
are  given. 

E  Bred  at  Hainault,  Epping  Forest,  Harlow  and  Thomdon  Park. 
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H  Present  in  breeding  season  at  Cassiobury  Park  and  Croxley  Green  (trd). 
Largest  counts:  75  at  Batchworth  on  Aug.  16th  (avm)  and  44  at  Maple 
Cross  on  Feb.  26th  (iap). 

M  Present  or  bred  at  Bushy  Park  (wri),  Hampton  Court  Park  (wri),  Harefield 
Moor  (pn),  Kenwood  (gcg),  Osterley  Park  (dgh)  and  Queen  Mary  Res. 
(hrg).  Largest  count:  c.  50  at  Osterley  Park  between  Oct.  and  Dec.  (dgh) 
and  Harefield  Moor,  95  on  Dec.  27th  (je).  Inner  London:  Kensington 
Gardens,  two  pairs  held  territory  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  two  present  from 
Apr.  19th  to  May  16th  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (jpw);  Green  Park,  one 
on  June  1st  (ap). 

B  Reported  in  breeding  season  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  (avm,je,gc).  Highest 
count  at  Wraysbury  G.P.,  32  on  Dec.  1 8th  (avm). 

K  Present  or  bred  at  Bromley  Common  (gd),  Cross  Ness  S.F.  (pjw),  Eden 
Park  (gd),  Erith  Marsh  (pjs/j),  Hulberry,  Lullingstone  and  Petts  Wood 
(khp),  Ruxley  G.P.  (sjg),  Thamesmead  (pjs/z),  Tower  Wood,  Westerham 
(khp),  Swanscombe  Marsh  (lfw).  Highest  count:  31  at  Swanscombe 
Marsh  on  June  18th  (lfw). 

S  Present  or  bred  at  Wimbledon  Common  (jpw,rhk),  Beddington  S.F. 
(swg,jd),  Hogsmill  S.F.  (wri,pw),  Epsom  Common  (mjm)  and  Richmond 
Park  (bam).  Largest  counts  80  at  Claygate  on  Mar.  2nd  (dkjw)  and  c.  40 
at  Tolworth  on  Apr.  1st  (im). 

234  Woodpigeon 

The  largest  movements  reported  were  mainly  from  Surrey,  with  5,000+  at 
Epsom  Common  on  Feb.  5th  (mjm, at),  c.  5,000  at  Leatherhead  on  Feb.  6th 
(lr)  and  1,000+  at  Downside  on  the  same  date  (gw^),  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  c.  1,000  flying  S  or  SW  on  Feb.  16th 
(dab). 

235  Turtle  Dove 

The  earliest  record  was  from  Northfleet  where  there  were  three  flying  WNW 
on  Apr.  23rd  (lfw),  followed  by  three  at  Walton  Heath  on  Apr.  24th 
(ckd,pod)  and  a  single  at  Harefield  Moor  on  Apr.  30th  (je).  There  was  a 
marked  passage  of  birds  moving  north  over  Regent’s  Park  from  May  19th 
to  June  1st,  the  maximum  being  11  on  May  20th  and  26th  (jpw).  A  very 
satisfactory  breeding  season  with  large  flocks  of  41  at  Godstone  S.F.  on 
Aug.  21st  (kco),  35  at  Pratts  Bottom  on  Aug.  19th  (trs)  and  34  at  Headley 
Warren  on  July  31st  (ckd,pod).  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  a  single 
flying  south  at  Staines  Res.  on  Oct.  18th  (rjj). 

—  Collared  Dove 

Still  no  evidence  of  breeding  in  Inner  London  although  a  pair  was  present 
in  Regent’s  Park  from  May  13th  (jpw).  Although  expanding  in  certain 
parts  of  Essex  (mkd),  a  decline  is  reported  from  the  Tadworth/Walton / 
Headley  area  in  Surrey  (ckd,pod).  In  winter  large  flocks  were  at  Osterley 
Park,  c.  60  on  Sept.  21st  (dgh),  Uxbridge,  c.  80  on  Dec.  28th  (pn),  Dartford 
Marsh,  50+  in  Jan.,  Feb.,  Sept,  and  Oct.  (drg)  and  100  at  Petts  Wood  on 
Dec.  3rd  (ga). 

237  Cuckoo 

The  earliest  record  was  at  Sundridge  Park  Golf  Course  on  Apr.  3rd  (bb), 
followed  by  Epsom  Common  on  Apr.  9th  (jRBy).  Most  areas  reported  the 
species  from  Apr.  18th.  Again  numerous  this  year  in  all  localities.  An 
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unusual  record  of  a  Chiffchaff  playing  host  to  a  juvenile  in  Epping  Forest 
was  reported  (is).  The  last  bird  seen  was  at  Rye  House  on  Oct.  10th 
(lvpg).  In  Inner  London  singles  were  recorded  at  Regent’s  Park  on  Apr. 
26th,  May  4th  and  13th  and  June  29th  (jpw),  and  Kensington  Gardens  on 
July  7th  (dab). 


241  Barn  Owl 

All  records  are  given. 

H  Singles  at  Rye  Meads  on  Jan.  8th  and  Mar.  19th  (hnhs)  and  one  dead  at 
Cheshunt  on  Aug.  27th  (lvpg). 

K  Singles  at  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  on  two  occasions  and  at  Littlebrook  G.P. 

during  the  year  (drg)  and  at  Northfleet  on  Feb.  23rd  (cgg). 

S  Two  at  Bookham  Common  in  Jan.  (gw)  and  single  on  Mar.  5th  (wd). 
One  at  Epsom  Common  on  Apr.  3rd  (im). 

246  Little  Owl 

Breeding  population  appears  constant,  being  confirmed  from  13  localities, 
and  birds  were  present  during  the  breeding  season  in  another  10  localities. 

247  Tawny  Owl 

A  substantial  increase  in  breeding  records,  41  being  reported.  Inner 
London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred  (dab),  St.  James’s  Park,  one 
pair  bred  (MKr);  present  throughout  the  year  in  Regent’s  Park  (jpw)  and 
single  birds  in  Kentish  Town,  mainly  in  Aug.  and  Sept.  (amg). 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

H  Bred  at  Broxbourne  Woods  raising  two  young  (csg,kr,jp&).  A  single  at 
Rye  Meads  on  Oct.  15th  (ar). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

All  records  are  given  but  dates  summarized. 

E  Up  to  two  at  Rainham  from  Jan.  to  Mar.  (mo)  and  up  to  seven  from 
Nov.  6th  to  end  of  year  (mkd,bds). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  10th  (weo).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  5th 
(dmf). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  various  dates  from  Jan.  to  Apr.  10th  and  one  on 
Dec.  18th  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  numerous  dates  from  Oct.  4th  to  Dec.  4th  (jd). 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Nov.  19th  (rea,tr). 

252  Nightjar 

E  Pair  reared  two  young  at  an  undisclosed  locality  (ebwps). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  two  heard  on  June  25th  (jdm)  and  one  at  Symondshyde 
on  May  27th  (cbp). 

S  Headley  Heath,  a  maximum  of  four  pairs  from  May  18th  to  Aug.  8th 
(sg,rpb,rhf,kdm,mjm);  Ockham  Common,  one  calling  on  June  9th  (dp); 
Wisley  Common,  one  calling  on  June  9th  (jet);  Limpsfield  Chart,  one 
calling  on  June  18th  (mww,dw). 
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255  Swift 

The  first  arrivals  were  two  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  Apr.  24th  (pjv), 
followed  by  a  large  number  of  records  from  many  localities  culminating  in 
the  main  influx  during  the  second  week  of  May.  Largest  spring  counts 
were  c.  2,000  at  King  George  V  Res.  and  1,000  at  Walthamstow  on  May 
15th  (jf),  c.  1,000  at  Staines  Res.  on  May  4th  and  an  exceptionally  large 
number  of  c.  5,000  at  the  same  locality  on  June  19th  (pn). 

Reports  indicate  higher  numbers  than  usual  but  breeding  was  delayed. 
Owing  to  the  loss  of  the  older  type  of  Victorian  houses,  breeding  pairs  in 
Beckenham  were  c.  37  compared  with  74  pairs  in  a  similar  census  in  1968 
(jdh).  No  definite  breeding  records  for  Inner  London,  although  recorded 
feeding  in  a  number  of  areas,  particularly  over  the  parks  and  Surrey  Docks. 

The  autumn  departure  was  much  later  than  usual,  many  areas  reporting 
large  numbers  throughout  Sept,  with  parties  up  to  200  being  seen.  The 
largest  autumn  count  was  at  Thorndon  Park,  c.  1,000  on  Aug.  7th  (ebwps). 
The  end  of  Sept,  saw  the  main  departure  completed,  with  late  birds  on 
Oct.  12th  at  Northfleet  (lfw),  and  Staines  Res.  on  Oct.  10th  and  18th  (rjj). 

256  Alpine  Swift 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  25th  (rjj). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  seventh  record 
for  the  London  Area  this  century.  See  also  Additions  and  Corrections  on 
pages  92  and  93. 

258  Kingfisher 

All  definite  and  probable  breeding  records  are  given,  together  with  Inner 
London  observations. 

E  One  pair  bred  at  each  of  the  following  localities:  Epping  S.F.  (ebwps), 
Sewardstone  (cf«),  Theydon  Bois  (ebwps),  South  Ockendon  (ebwps), 
Romford  and  R.  Roding  (acp)  and  Wanstead  (wcg).  Pairs  present  during 
the  breeding  season  at  Waltham  Abbey  (tgl),  Walthamstow  Res.  (jf)  and 
Dagnam  Park  (ajg). 

H  Bred  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (two  pairs)  (iap),  Broxbourne  G.P.  (three  pairs) 
(lvpg)  and  Rye  House  (one  pair)  (lvpg). 

M  Ickenham,  one  pair  bred  (gcj).  Present  during  the  breeding  season  at 
Hampton  Court  Park  (pn),  Denham  Lock  (pn),  Stanwell  Moor  (lfr), 
Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (two  pairs)  (avm,pjs),  Potter’s  Bar  (rfs)  and  Ruislip 
(rdnhs).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  14th  and  Aug. 
2nd  (jpw);  Kensington  Gardens,  one  in  early  Nov.  (dab). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  present  (gc,sa,krh). 

S  Present  at  Walton  G.P.  (mt),  R.  Mole  (mo)  and  Kingston  (lv). 

261  Hoopoe 

M  West  Drayton,  one  on  May  17th  and  24th  (acb). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  on  May  1st  (drg). 

262  Green  Woodpecker 

Breeding  records  well  reported,  with  some  indication  of  an  increase  in 
numbers  at  new  localities.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept. 
14th  (jpw). 
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263  Great  Spotted  Wookpecker 

Status  unchanged  in  the  suburbs,  but  in  Inner  London  singles  were  reported 
from  Lansdowne  Road,  Wll,  from  Aug.  to  Oct.  (bno);  Regent’s  Park  in 
Jan.  and  Mar.  25th  and  from  June  to  end  of  the  year  (jpw);  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  three  from  July  26th  to  end  of  the  year  (dab). 

264  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Exceptionally  high  numbers  of  breeding  season  records  were  reported,  no 
doubt  due  to  the  effect  of  Dutch  elm  disease  in  many  areas  creating  suitable 
habitat  for  breeding.  In  Inner  London,  a  pair  were  seen  mating  in  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens  on  Mar.  12th,  but  no  proof  of  breeding;  not 
recorded  between  May  4th  and  Aug.  5th,  after  which  singles  were  observed 
on  many  dates  with  three  on  Nov.  1st  (dab).  Outside  the  breeding  season 
there  were  up  to  two  present  in  Regent’s  Park  from  Aug.  18th  (jpw)  and  a 
single  in  SW18  on  Sept.  1st  (drw). 

265  Wryneck 

H  Stanstead  Abbots,  one  found  dead  on  Aug.  21st  (lvpg). 

M  Pinner,  one  in  observer’s  garden  on  Aug.  23rd  (mc). 

K  Norman’s  Park,  Bromley,  one  on  Sept.  3rd  (bb). 

271  Woodlark 

No  reports  in  the  breeding  season  were  received. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Jan.  23rd  (ahg). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  4th  (jc,jgh). 

272  Skylark 

Cold  weather  movements  were  reported  from  several  localities  during  the 
first  two  months  of  the  year  with  peak  numbers  occurring  in  mid-January; 
400-500  feeding  in  fields  at  Lower  Ashstead  (S)  on  Jan.  15th  and  16th  (dp). 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  c.  800  flying  WNW  on 
Jan.  13th  (dab,rfs);  Surrey  Docks,  300  present  from  Jan.  13th  to  15th  (rea) 
were  the  highest  numbers  reported.  Autumn  passage  was  noted  from  late 
September  and  throughout  October,  but  very  few  counts  exceeded  50. 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given  below : 

S  Surrey  Docks,  five  out  of  eight  pairs  present  probably  bred  successfully 
(rea). 

274  Swallow 

First  arrivals  were  observed  at  two  localities  on  Mar.  16th,  but  the  species 
was  not  common  until  the  last  week  of  April.  Highest  count  during  the 
spring  passage  was  c.  100  at  Troy  Mill  (H)  on  May  7th  (avm).  A  further 
increase  in  the  number  of  pairs  breeding  was  reported  from  Kent,  but  no 
breeding  records  were  submitted  from  north  of  the  Thames. 

Main  autumn  passage  occurred  from  early  to  mid-September,  with  a  peak 
count  of  600  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (H)  on  Sept.  11th  (mcrg).  Several 
observers  commented  that  passage  numbers  were  down  on  the  previous 
year  and  analysis  of  recording  cards  showed  that  departure  commenced 
early,  with  several  counts  exceeding  200  in  late  August,  but  continued 
throughout  September.  The  last  recorded  were  two  at  Rainham  (E)  on 
Nov,  6th  (bds). 
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276  House  Martin 

There  were  two  March  sightings,  the  first  being  four  at  Horton  G.P.  (B) 
on  the  13th  (mb),  followed  by  one  at  Sundridge  (K)  on  the  25th  (drh). 
Not  widespread  until  mid-April.  Peak  spring  passage  took  place  during 
mid-May,  with  1,000  at  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  (jf)  and  500+  at  Bedding- 
ton  S.F.  on  the  15th  (sg)  being  the  highest  day  totals. 

Breeding  numbers  were  similar  to  1976,  with  the  exception  of  the  Alexandra 
Park  area  (M)  where  they  were  reported  to  be  well  down  on  previous  year 
(nb).  Kent  records  showed  a  decrease  in  established  areas  but  this  was 
compensated  by  several  new  breeding  sites  including  22  nests  on  the  power 
station  chimneys  at  Littlebrook. 

Numbers  on  autumn  passage  from  mid-September  often  exceeded  the 
one-thousand  mark,  with  3,000+  at  Tadworth/Walton  Downs  (S)  on  Sept. 
23rd  and  24th  (ckd,pod)  being  the  maxima  reported,  but  1,000+  over 
Hayes  (K)  on  Oct.  4th  and  5th  (bb)  were  the  last  counts  in  excess  of  one 
thousand.  There  were  eight  November  records,  the  last  being  one  at 
Hanworth  (M)  on  the  25  th  (mjw). 


277  Sand  Martin 

One  over  Brent  Res.  (M)  on  March  5th  (moa),  was  the  first  sighting.  Peak 
spring  passage  took  place  towards  mid-May,  with  500  at  Walthamstow 
Res.  (E)  on  May  15th  (jf)  being  the  largest  number  reported. 

Two  new  colonies  were  established  in  Bucks,  and  Surrey,  while  several 
traditional  sites  showed  an  increase  in  breeding  pairs.  At  Wraysbury  G.P. 
(B),  320  nest  holes  were  occupied  (psa  et  al.).  40-50  pairs  were  reported 
nesting  in  drain-holes  at  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  (E)  and  up  to  16  pairs 
in  drainage  pipes  at  Hogsmill  S.F.  (S). 

Main  departure  took  place  from  late  July  to  early  September,  with  300+ 
at  Walton  Res.  (S)  on  July  24th  (co),  c.  1,000  perched  on  wires  at  Harefield 
(M)  and  c.  500  at  Troy  Mill  G.P.  (H)  on  Aug.  4th  (gcj).  Over  1,000  were 
at  Staines  Res.  (M)  on  Aug.  17th  and  18th  (avm  et  al.)  and  500  at  the  King 
George  V  Res.  (E)  on  Sept.  10th  (jf).  Several  October  sightings  were 
reported  up  to  the  15th,  including  30  at  Littlebrook  (K)  on  the  9th  (drg). 
Last  reported  were  two  at  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (S)  on  Nov.  3rd  (etk). 


280  Carrion  Crow 

Roosts  containing  over  100  birds  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are 
given. 

E  Rainham,  200  on  Aug.  13th  (dsb).  Walthamstow  Res.,  100+  on  Nov. 
19th  (jf). 

M  Kenwood,  c.  400  on  Dec.  4th  (kes).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  16  territories  compared  with  12  in  1976  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s  Park, 
13  pairs  present  compared  with  nine  in  1976  (jpw);  also  reported  breeding 
in  Bedford  Sq.,  Grays  Inn,  Guildford  St.  and  Camden  Gardens  and  resident 
in  St.  James’s  Park. 

K  Bromley  Common,  300  on  Jan.  23rd  (gd).  100+  Dartford  Marsh  on 
several  dates  (drg).  Joyden’s  Wood,  200+  flying  to  roost  in  winter 
months  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  c.  128  on  Jan.  30th  (am).  Inner  London:  bred  Battersea 
Park. 
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281  Hooded  Crow 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  present  from  Mar.  2nd  to  Apr.  12th  (jmh  et  al.). 

Wanstead  Park,  one  on  May  11th  (cwp). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  hybrid  present  from  May  18th  to  June  4th  (nb). 
Crouch  End,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (ahg).  Hampstead  Heath  area,  one  present 
in  early  January  and  from  Mar.  4th  to  Apr.  4th  (kes,es).  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park,  one  flying  west  on  Feb.  16th  (dab). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  on  various  dates  from  beginning  of  year  up  to  Apr. 
22nd,  and  one  on  Dec.  11th  (jgh  et  al.). 

282  Rook 

Breeding  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Wrotham  Park,  rookery  containing  34  nests,  an  increase  of  seven  compared 
with  1976  (rfs).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flying  SE  on  Oct.  20th 
(jpw). 

B  Denham  Court,  rookery  containing  48  nests  of  which  22  were  occupied 
on  Apr.  6th  (je). 

K  Lullingstone,  99  nests,  well  down  on  1975  total  of  165  (djm). 

S  Godstone  Pond,  new  rookery  containing  six  nests  (kb).  Walton  Downs, 
rookery  containing  36  nests  (ckd,pod). 

283  Jackdaw 

Very  few  records  were  received;  c.  120  at  Bromley  Common  (K)  on  Sept. 
4th  (gd)  was  the  largest  number  reported.  The  only  positive  breeding 
record  received  was  also  from  this  locality.  A  bird  showing  the  characters 
of  the  northern  Continental  race  monedula  with  a  clearly  defined  ‘collar’ 
was  present  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  (K)  on  Jan.  10th  and  again  during  December 
(jgh  et  al.). 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Jan.  24th,  May  3rd,  Sept.  5th  and 
26th  (jpw). 

284  Magpie 

High  numbers  reported  throughout  area.  Flocks  containing  20  or  more 
birds  were  reported  from  several  localities  outside  the  breeding  season, 
with  45  at  Ruislip  Local  Nature  Reserve  on  Dec.  31st  (rdnhs). 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  three  territories  (dab, rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  eight  pairs  held  territories  compared  with  five  in  1976  (jpw). 
St.  James’s  Park,  bred,  two  nests.  Green  Park,  nest  deserted  (ap). 

286  Jay 

There  were  eight  records  of  flocks  containing  over  ten  birds.  The  largest 
count  was  26  at  Bromley  Common  on  Oct.  2nd  (gd). 

Breeding-season  records  for  Inner  London  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  four  territories  (dab, rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  two  pairs  compared  with  four  in  1976  (jpw). 

288  Great  Tit 

A  melanistic  bird  (entire  head,  breast  and  belly  black,  also  lacking  blue 
colouration  in  body  and  wing  plumage)  was  present  in  the  Epsom  area 
(S)  throughout  January  (esb). 
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A  bird  retrapped  at  Kempton  Park  (M)  on  May  21st  had  survived  nearly 
eight  years,  having  been  originally  ringed  at  the  same  location  in  September 
1969  (hrg). 

The  number  of  birds  trapped  in  a  garden  at  Potters  Bar  (M)  showed  a 
partial  improvement  after  the  drastic  decline  in  1976.  Totals  for  the  last 
three  years  were:  1975 — 234,  1976 — 73,  1977 — 110  (rfs). 

Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  25  territories  (dab, rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  30  pairs  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (ap). 

289  Blue  Tit 

High  numbers  were  reported  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  A  flock  of  160  at 
Bromley  Common  (K)  on  Jan.  23rd  (gd)  was  the  largest  count  reported. 
An  area  in  Richmond  Park  was  described  as  ‘saturated’  with  the  species  on 
Feb.  17th;  60  being  counted  feeding  on  the  ground  under  one  tree  (fwl). 
Three  ringing  groups  operating  in  Hertfordshire,  Middlesex  and  Kent 
reported  the  numbers  caught  and  ringed  from  late  October  to  end  of  year 
were  well  above  normal.  At  Potters  Bar  (M)  numbers  caught  in  a  garden 
showed  a  significant  increase  to  1,011,  compared  with  890  in  1975  and  a 
low  total  of  only  557  in  1976  (rfs). 

Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  55  territories  compared  with  69  in 
1976  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  58  pairs  compared  with  43  in  1976 
(jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (ap).  Kentish  Town,  five  territories,  at  least 
two  pairs  bred  (amg). 

290  Coal  Tit 

Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  12  territories  compared  with  14  in  1976 
(dab, rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  14  pairs,  an  increase  of  six  over  1976 
(jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (ap). 

292  Marsh  Tit 

No  change  in  the  breeding  status  was  evident.  There  were  no  records  for 
Inner  London. 

Reported  in  the  breeding  season  from  : 

E  Epping  Forest,  Hainault  and  Thorndon  Park. 

H  Cassiobury  Park. 

K  Badger’s  Mount,  Bromley  Common,  Farningham  Woods,  Hosey  Common, 
Joyden’s  Wood,  Tower  Wood  and  Toy’s  Hill. 

S  Arbrook  Common,  Banstead  Woods  and  Perrot’s  Wood. 

293  Willow  Tit 

More  numerous  than  Marsh  Tit.  No  records  were  received  for  Inner 
London. 

Reported  in  the  breeding  season  from : 

E  Hainault,  Thorndon  Park,  Abridge,  Havering. 

H  Barnet,  Cassiobury  Park,  Rickmansworth  and  Stocker's  Lake. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  Ickenham,  Mill  Hill,  Ruislip  Nature  Res.,  and  Stanmore 
Common. 
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K  Bromley  Common,  Darenth  Woods,  Farningham  Woods,  Hosey  Common, 
Joyden’s  Wood,  Orpington  area  and  Petts  Wood. 

S  Banstead  Wood,  Bookham  Common,  Epsom  Common,  Titsey  Wood  and 
Warlingham. 

294  Long-tailed  Tit 

Compared  with  recent  years  a  decline  in  numbers  was  evident  from  the 
post-breeding  period  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

M  Inner  London  records  are  given :  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  recorded 
all  months  of  the  year,  three  pairs  bred  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  very 
scarce,  two  on  Sept.  16th,  one  on  Oct.  3rd  and  Dec.  2nd  (jpw). 

S  Bookham  Common,  territories  over  the  last  six  years  are  given  below  (gb). 


1972  1973  1974  1975  1976  1977 

2  3  2  2  2  2 

6  6  7  4  6  3 


40-acres  Oakwood 
96-acres  Scrubland 


295  Bearded  Tit 

E  Berwick  Pond,  eight  on  Oct.  26th  (mkd).  Fisher’s  Green,  two  on  Nov.  19th 
(esbw).  Rainham  Marsh,  six  on  Oct.  15th,  20  on  Nov.  6th,  12  on  Nov. 
15th  (jmh  et  al.).  Sewardstone,  two  on  Nov.  13th  (ag  et  al.).  West 
Thurrock,  three  on  Nov.  20th  (drg). 

H  River  Lea  near  Wormley  G.P.,  two  on  Dec.  3rd  (gjw).  Rye  Marsh,  two 
-  on  Oct.  9th  (lvpg).  Rye  Meads,  14  on  Oct.  16th,  18-26  several  dates 
Nov./Dec.  (hnhs,rmrg).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  12  on  Oct.  15th,  26-28 
present  from  Oct.  30th  up  to  end  of  year  (hnhs,lvpg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  pair  present  on  Mar.  25th  (weo). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  male  on  Apr.  10th  (drg). 

296  Nuthatch 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  a  male,  apparently  without  a  mate,  was 
recorded  frequently  up  to  Apr.  5th  and  again  on  May  2nd;  singles  from 
Aug.  9th  to  Nov.  6th,  two  on  Aug.  19th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on 
Feb.  14th,  one  on  Aug.  10th  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  1st  and 
7th  (ap). 

298  Treecreeper 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  pairs  bred,  present  throughout  year 
(dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred,  seen  sporadically  throughout  the 
year  (jpw). 

299  Wren 

Reports  from  four  localities  indicated  an  increase  in  the  breeding 
population. 

Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given. 

M  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  bred  (sc).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens, 
bred,  24  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  27  territories  (jpw). 
St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (ap). 
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391  Mistle  Thrush 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  five  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  eight  pairs  located  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (ap).  Imperial 
Institute  Road,  SW1,  bred  successfully  (jhr).  Lincoln’s  Inn,  an  adult 
feeding  young  on  May  12th  (sc). 

302  Fieldfare 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  commoner  than  in  1976  with  100  or  more 
reported  from  23  localities  and  a  maximum  of  1,000  at  Staines  Moor, 
Middx.,  on  Apr.  15th.  None  were  seen  after  the  end  of  April.  There 
were  early  autumn  arrivals  on  Sept.  15th  and  24th.  Few  were  reported  in 
October  and  in  the  first  half  of  November,  but  on  Oct.  17th  200+  were 
seen  flying  W  at  Catford,  Kent.  The  main  autumn  movement  was  on  Nov. 
18th,  when  1,589  were  counted  in  £  hr.  and  flocks  of  up  to  30  continued 
to  pass  for  another  £  hr.  at  Northfleet,  Kent,  1,014  flew  W  in  four  hrs.  at 
Dulwich,  Surrey,  and  smaller  numbers  were  reported  from  nine  other 
localities  (30,000  were  reported  at  Dungeness  the  same  day).  Passage 
birds  in  smaller  numbers  were  noted  on  four  later  dates  in  November.  In 
December  flocks  of  100-120  were  seen  at  four  localities,  and  200  at  Dagnam 
Park,  Essex,  on  the  28th. 

Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  six  on  seven  dates  from  Jan.  3rd  to 
Apr.  2nd;  autumn  passage  from  Oct.  28th  to  Nov.  30th  with  a  maximum 
of  200  flying  W  on  Nov.  18th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  cold  weather  move¬ 
ments  Jan.  4th  to  14th,  maximum  25  W  on  Jan.  13th;  autumn  passage 
from  Oct.  26th  to  Nov.  30th  with  a  maximum  of  377  W  on  Nov.  18th 
(jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  NW  passage  on  Nov.  18th  with  redwings  and 
starlings  (pjo). 

S  South  Bank,  c.  305  WNW  with  starlings  on  Nov.  18th  from  09.00  hrs.  to 
09.16  hrs.  (pjs«).  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Jan.  4th  and  one  on  Jan.  6th  (rea). 

393  Song  Thrush 

inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  25  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  43  pairs  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (ap).  Gordon  Square, 
two  with  one  young  on  July  11th  (sc).  Lincoln’s  Inn,  one  on  nest  on  May 
30th  and  two  adults  and  a  juvenile  in  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields  on  July  10th 
(sc). 

304  Redwing 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  more  numerous  than  the  Fieldfare,  with  flocks 
of  100  or  more  reported  from  31  localities,  the  maxima  being  1,000  at 
Ruislip  nature  reserve,  Middx.,  on  Feb.  13th  and  1,000  at  Bromley  Common, 
Kent,  on  Feb.  27th.  The  larger  flocks  dispersed  by  mid-March,  and  the 
last  seen  was  one  on  Apr.  24th.  During  the  cold  spell  in  January,  move¬ 
ments  of  up  to  200  were  seen  at  four  localities.  In  the  autumn  early 
arrivals  were  reported  on  Sept.  10th,  18th  and  27th.  Up  to  100  were  seen 
in  October.  The  main  passage,  as  with  Fieldfare,  was  on  Nov.  18th,  but 
numbers  were  much  smaller,  a  total  of  850  birds  being  noted  at  three 
localities.  The  largest  flock  later  in  the  year  was  250  at  Dagnam  Park, 
Essex,  on  Dec,  28th, 


53 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1977 
Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  75  flew  W  during  cold  weather  on  Jan. 
13th;  a  flock  of  25  resident  in  February  reduced  to  10  in  March  was  last 
seen  on  Mar.  18th;  autumn  passage  from  Oct.  11th  to  Dec.  14th,  maximum 
c.  300  W  on  Nov.  18th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  present  January  to  March, 
maxima  30  on  Jan.  17th  and  50  on  Jan.  18th,  but  on  Jan.  13th  during  cold 
weather  200  flew  NNW;  autumn  passage  from  Oct.  7  almost  daily  until 
Oct.  13th,  35  NW  on  Nov.  28th  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  five  on  Jan.  20th, 
two  on  Feb.  9th;  a  NW  passage  on  Nov.  18th  (with  fieldfares  and  starlings) 
(pjo);  two  on  Dec.  19th  (ap).  Green  Park,  10  feeding  on  ground  on  Jan. 
20th  (dab). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  seven  or  eight  on  Dec.  12th  and  16th  (rea). 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

E  Nazeing  G.P.,  two  males  on  Apr.  17th  (mcc).  Sewardstone,  a  male  on 
Mar.  23rd  (cf«,km). 

H  Hadley  Woods,  one  on  Apr.  17th  (dpt).  Stanstead  Abbots,  one  on  Oct. 
29th  (lvpg).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  male  on  Apr.  4th  (iap),  two  males  from 
Apr.  11th  to  15th  (je). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  a  female  on  May  4th  (kes).  Osterley  Park,  a  male  from 
Apr.  15th  to  21st,  two  males  on  Apr.  22nd  and  two  males  and  a  female  on 
Apr.  24th  (dgh,cft,ft).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  9th  (hrg). 
Staines  Res.,  a  female  on  Nov.  4th  (gcdj).  Whitton,  one  found  dead  on 
Apr.  27th  (cb). 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  a  male  on  Apr.  10th  (sjg).  Orpington,  a  male  at 
Darrick  Wood  on  Apr.  7th  (rjc,njt).  West  Wickham,  a  male  on  Apr. 
24th  (ak/*). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  a  male  on  Apr.  8th  and  10th  (wri,djkw).  Banstead,  a 
male  on  Apr.  28th  (lr).  Dulwich  Park,  a  female  on  Oct.  3rd,  a  male  on 
Oct.  13th  and  a  female  on  Oct.  16th  (pjw).  Epsom  Common,  a  male  on 
Mar.  23rd  (esb).  Wimbledon  Common,  a  male  on  Apr.  16th  (rhk,res/*). 
Wimbledon  Park,  a  male  on  Apr.  17th  (sbt).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks, 
one  on  Apr.  27th  (rea). 

308  Blackbird 

A  ringing  recovery  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Kempton  Park,  one  controlled  on  May  21st,  1977,  had  been  ringed  there 
on  July  1st,  1967  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens, 
bred,  128  territories  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  154  territories  (jpw); 
St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (ap);  Princes  Gardens,  Kensington,  three  separate 
broods  reared  (jhr);  Kentish  Town,  at  least  three  pairs  breeding  (amg); 
Tower  Bridge,  a  male  carrying  food  to  a  derelict  warehouse  at  the  N  end 
of  the  bridge  on  June  21st  (pjs/i). 

S  Inner  London:  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  three  singing  males  and  a 
fledged  juvenile  on  May  10th  (dab);  Nine  Elms,  three  young  in  a  nest  on 
June  28th  (pjs«);  Surrey  Docks,  at  least  three  pairs  bred  successfully  (rea). 

311  Wheatear 

First  records  on  the  early  date  of  Mar.  12th  included  six  at  Walthamstow 
Res.,  Essex.  Recorded  on  ten  further  dates  in  March  and  on  five  dates  in 
the  period  from  Apr.  1st  to  14th.  Thereafter  almost  daily  up  to  May  21st, 
and  especially  frequent  in  the  last  week  of  April,  including  20  at  London 
Airport,  Middx.,  on  Apr.  25th  and  26th.  A  male  at  Purley,  Surrey,  last 
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seen  on  June  14th  had  arrived  earlier.  The  first  arrival  in  the  autumn  was 
on  July  30th.  Reported  almost  daily  in  the  period  from  Aug.  6th  to  Sept. 
16th  with  a  maximum  of  at  least  15  at  Swanscombe  Marsh,  Kent,  on 
Sept.  2nd.  One  to  five  on  a  number  of  dates  from  Sept.  19th  to  Oct.  15th, 
and  the  last  reported,  one  on  Oct.  28th. 

317  Stonechat 

Thirteen  pairs  bred  successfully  of  a  total  of  at  least  18  pairs,  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  1976.  Only  breeding  or  possible  breeding  records  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Beckton  Gas  Works,  a  pair  seen  with  young  (cwp).  Rainham,  three  pairs 
reared  young  (mkd).  South  Ockendon,  a  pair  with  young  on  May  24th 
(ebwps).  Upminster,  three  pairs  reared  young  (aar).  Walthamstow  Marsh, 
a  pair  with  young  in  June  (gbs). 

M  Uxbridge,  an  adult  male  and  a  juvenile  on  July  12th  at  Fray’s  Farm  had 
not  been  seen  previously  and  were  not  seen  subsequently  (pn).  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Feb.  24th  (dab). 

K  Elmers  End  S.F.,  a  pair  bred  successfully  (ggb).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  a 
pair  with  a  second  brood  in  July  (lfw). 

S  Ashtead  and  Epsom  Commons,  four  territories,  at  least  one  pair  reared 
young  at  Epsom  (jrbt,dp).  Banstead  Heath,  two  or  three  juveniles  on 
July  14th  (wri).  Headley  Heath,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (swg,dp). 
Richmond  Park,  two  pairs  bred,  apparently  without  success  (bam).  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  number  of  records  from  January  to  Mar.  3rd 
and  from  Sept.  21st  to  the  end  of  the  year,  maxima  nine  on  Feb.  8th  and 
nine  on  Sept.  22nd  (rea). 

318  Whinchat 

No  breeding  or  suspected  breeding  records.  The  first  arrival  in  spring  was 
one  at  Sevenoaks  reserve  on  Apr.  4th,  a  very  early  date.  No  more  were 
reported  until  Apr.  23rd  but  from  then  until  May  23rd  from  one  to  three 
were  reported  almost  daily.  The  last  spring  record  was  one  on  May  28th. 
One  was  seen  at  Epsom  Downs  on  July  7th,  but  the  autumn  passage  did 
not  begin  until  Aug.  13th  except  for  singles  on  July  31st  and  Aug.  1st. 
From  Aug.  13th  to  Sept.  13th  some  were  present  on  most  dates  with 
maxima  of  13  at  Epsom  Downs  on  Aug.  26th  and  10  at  Sevenoaks  on 
Sept.  2nd.  From  one  to  four  were  reported  on  a  number  of  dates  from 
Sept.  15th  to  Oct.  9th  and  the  last  was  seen  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Oct. 
23rd.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Regent’s  Park,  singles  noted  almost  daily  from  May  13th  to  19th  with  two 
on  the  18th;  singles  on  Aug.  25th,  Sept.  8th  and  Sept.  12th  (jpw).  Hyde 
Park,  a  male  on  Apr.  26th  (dab). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Apr.  25th,  27th  and  May  2nd,  two  on  Apr.  28th; 
at  least  five  on  Aug.  30th,  four  on  Aug.  31st,  then  up  to  four  (7th  and  26th) 
on  nine  dates  in  September  (rea). 

320  Redstart 

Only  one  pair  proved  to  have  bred,  and  scarce  even  on  passage.  In  spring 
one  or  two  reported  from  19  localities  during  the  period  Apr.  16th  to  May 
17th.  In  autumn  one  to  four  at  18  localities  in  the  period  July  30th  to  Oct. 
13th.  Other  records  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

E  Epping  Forest,  three  pairs  probably  nested  (jf).  Thorndon  Park,  a  male 
singing  on  June  5th  (ebwps). 
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M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park,  a  male  on  May  19th  (dab)  ;  Kensington  Gardens, 
single  males  on  Apr.  21st  and  25th  and  a  female  on  June  21st  (dab,cjg,rfs); 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  28th  and  May  1st  and  11th,  two  on  Apr. 
29th  and  one  from  Sept.  21st  to  23rd  (jpw). 

S  Headley,  a  pair  on  July  24th  (jrbj).  Limpsfield  Chart,  at  least  two  pairs 
in  June,  one  of  which  is  known  to  have  bred  successfully  (ajh,dw,mww). 

321  Black  Redstart 

A  welcome  increase  in  breeding  records.  The  distribution  of  pairs  and 
singing  males  in  the  breeding  season  is  given. 


Pairs  Pairs  Singing  Observer 
Bred  Present  Male 


Beckton  Gas  Works 

4 

CWP 

Walthamstow  Res. 

1 

JF 

Brimsdown  Power  Station 

1 

JF 

Drayton  Park,  near  Islington 

1 

CA,JPW 

Tottenham  Gas  Works 

1 

JF 

Inner  London :  Fulham  Gas  Works 

3 

RS  h 

King’s  Cross  area 

2 

1 

1 

JPW 

Primrose  Hill  Station 

1 

DJM^p 

Littlebrook  Old  Power  Station 

1 

DRG 

Littlebrook  New  Power  Station 

1 

BN h 

East  Greenwich  Gas  Works 

1 

P  JSr 

Bowater-Scott,  Northfleet 

1 

RFS 

Beddington  Power  Station 

1 

KA,JAn 

Wandsworth  Gas  Works 

1 

BJT 

Inner  London:  Nine  Elms  Gas  Works 

1 

PJStf 

Bankside,  SE1 

1 

DAB 

Butler’s  Wharf,  Shad 

Thames,  SE1 

1 

CW 

Surrey  Docks 

1 

REA 

Totals 

17 

5 

4 

A  pair  near  Southwark  Cathedral,  Surrey,  Inner  London,  in  July  may  have 
been  from  Bankside  (dab). 

322  Nightingale 

E  Hainault  Forest,  a  pair  in  May  and  June  (mkd).  Havering,  a  male  singing 
throughout  May  (mkd). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  five  singing  on  May  15th  and  three  on  May  30th 
(hnhs).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  pair  bred  (lkw). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  two  on  Apr.  20th  (dp>>).  Gutteridge  Wood,  Northolt, 
one  on  May  21st  (dmf). 

K  Downe,  one  on  June  4th  (bb).  Farnborough  Hill,  one  for  at  least  a  week 
in  early  May  (bb).  Northfleet,  three  on  Apr.  20th  and  two  on  Apr.  30th 
(aw,lfw).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  in  song  on  June  13th  and  29th  (jgh). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  up  to  three  singing  on  four  dates  from  May  13th  to 
June  4th  (wri,ajm,dp,res/?).  Bookham  Common,  three  territories  in  spring 
(gb).  Brooklands,  one  singing  from  May  2nd  to  June  20th,  but  no  mate 
(agc,jgt).  Epsom  Common,  one  in  song  on  May  7th  (mjm).  Ham,  one 
singing  from  May  1st  to  8th  (edm).  Headley  Heath,  two  singing  on  May 
25th  (gwg).  New  Addington,  one  in  song  on  May  12th  (jcw).  Old 
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Coulsdon,  one  singing  from  May  6th  to  8th  (jsn).  Park  Downs,  one  singing 
on  May  18th;  a  pair  on  June  27th,  may  have  bred  (rf,rhbf).  Prince’s 
Coverts,  four  singing  on  May  15th  and  three  on  June  8th  (wri,jet). 
Woldingham,  two  singing  on  many  dates  from  Apr.  22nd  to  June  2nd  at 
Long  Hill  (igm). 

324  Biuethroat 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  an  adult  Red-spotted  on  Sept.  12th  had  been  seen  two 
days  previously  by  an  unknown  observer  (dmf). 

The  tenth  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

325  Robin 

Inner  London  breeding  records  and  estimates  of  territories  in  the  breeding 
season  for  two  localities  for  which  figures  were  published  in  the  LBR  for 
1976  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  bred  (sc).  Hyde  Park / 
Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  24  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred, 
86  pairs  compared  with  53  in  1976  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (ap). 

K  Bromley  Common,  c.  30  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (gd). 

S  Bookham  Common,  34  territories  in  96  acres  of  scrub  and  grass  and 
another  34  territories  in  40  acres  of  woodland  (gb). 

326  Cetti’s  Warbler 

E  Rainham,  one  at  Berwick  Pond  on  Oct.  26th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res., 
a  male  singing  in  June  but  two  birds  seen  together,  suggesting  that  a  pair 
may  have  been  present  (gb^ab). 

H  Rye  Meads,  up  to  three  singing  on  many  dates  from  Sept.  15.th  to  December 
(lvpg,kr). 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

E  Navestock,  one  singing  in  June  (jf).  Sewardstone,  two  singing  in  May, 
(cFtf,pjv).  Walthamstow  Marsh,  one  singing  in  June  (gbj). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  two  singing  on  June  25th,  one  July  2nd  (jdm). 

M  Potters  Bar,  one  singing  on  Apr.  30th  (rfs).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Apr. 
27th  (lfr).  Uxbridge,  one  singing  at  Fray’s  Farm  on  July  12th  and  14th 
(pn). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  (ljl). 

K  Badgers  Mount  Wood  and  Andrews  Wood  area,  two  singing  in  May  and 
June  (pe). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  four  pairs  of  which  three  are  known  to  have  bred  (vvri)  ; 
no  territories  in  a  census  area  where  there  were  seven  in  1975  and  two  in 
1976  (dp).  Bookham  Common,  no  territories  in  96  acres  of  scrub  where 
the  numbers  had  declined  from  four  in  1973  to  two  in  1976  (gb).  Chaldon, 
one  singing  on  July  28th  (jsn).  Epsom  Common,  three  singing  in  May  and 
June;  one  pair  known  to  have  bred  (wri,mjm).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  on 
several  dates  in  April,  May  and  June  (rhc,jsn). 

333  Reed  Warbler 

Inner  London  records  including  breeding  at  Surrey  Docks,  breeding 
records  for  two  localities  just  outside  Inner  London,  reports  of  10  or  more 
territories  in  the  breeding  season  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 
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E  In  Essex  generally,  a  very  good  breeding  season  with  numbers  equal  to 
Sedge  Warbler.  Berwick  Pond,  c.  10  pairs,  many  with  young  (mkd). 
Rainham  Marsh,  c.  15  singing  males  (mkd).  Sewardstone,  15  singing 
males  (cf n  et  ah).  West  Thurrock,  302  ringed  during  the  year  (drg). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  ringed  on  Sept.  7th,  1975,  was  found  dead  in  Portugal  on 
Sept.  18th,  1977  (rmrg).  Springwell  Lake,  c.  10  pairs  bred;  Stocker’s  Lake, 
c.  12  pairs  bred  (trd). 

M  Brent  Res.,  11  territories  (lab).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens, 
singles  on  May  14th  and  23rd  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Aug.  23rd 
and  Sept.  6th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  22  pairs,  many  breeding  successfully  (gc,avm). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  pairs,  one  of  which  bred  (psa).  Lonsdale  Road  Res., 
one  pair  bred  in  a  patch  of  Reedmace  (psa,rhk).  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  present  from  the  end  of  June,  perhaps  earlier,  until  August ;  a  pair 
carrying  food  for  young  on  three  dates  in  August  (rea). 

337  Sedge  Warbler 

Inner  London  records,  including  breeding  at  Surrey  Docks,  reports  of  10 
or  more  territories  in  the  breeding  season  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 
No  information  was  available  for  Essex. 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  ringed  on  Aug.  21st,  1977,  was  found  dead  in  France  on 
Sept.  8th,  1977  (rmrg).  Stocker’s  Lake  and  Springwell  Lake,  over  40 
pairs  (trd). 

M  Brent  Res.,  11  territories  (lab).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens, 
singles  on  Apr.  19th  and  26th  and  on  five  dates  in  May  (dab).  Regent’s 
Park,  singing  males  almost  daily  from  Apr.  21st  to  May  26th;  one  on  Sept. 
12th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  at  least  41  pairs  present  (avm). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  pairs  bred  successfully,  one  having  a 
second  brood  (rea). 

338  Aquatic  Warbler 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Sept.  23rd  and  24th  (rea). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  11th  record  this 
century  for  the  London  Area  and  the  first  for  Inner  London. 

343  Blackcap 

Winter  records  (Jan.-Feb.  and  Nov.-Dee.)  are  given,  also  Inner  London 
breeding  figures.  The  1 976/77  winter  was  particularly  notable  for  Blackcaps 
overwintering  in  Britain. 

E  Chingford,  a  male  on  Dec.  25th  (cf«). 

M  Friern  Barnet,  a  pair  on  Feb.  20th  and  two  males  on  Feb.  25th  (ahg). 
Osterley  Park,  an  immature  male  ringed  on  Nov.  13th  (dgh).  Potters  Bar, 
a  male  ringed  in  garden  on  Jan.  8th  (rfs);  a  male  in  sub-song  from  Feb. 
23rd  to  Mar.  2nd  at  another  site  (jpw).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  pair  on  Dec. 
3rd  (hrg).  South  Highgate,  single  males  recorded  in  two  gardens  between 
Jan.  16th  and  Mar.  1st,  with  two  males  seen  on  Feb.  7th  and  20th  (jp,dm); 
also  a  male  seen  in  Highgate  on  Feb.  13th  (es),  possibly  another  bird. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  six  territories 
(dab, rfs);  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  eight  pairs  (jpw). 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  male  ringed  on  Jan.  2nd  (drg).  Littlebrook,  one  on 
Jan.  7th  (drg).  Dartford,  one  in  garden  on  Feb.  7th  (rhh).  Greenhithe, 
a  male  on  Feb.  21st  and  Mar.  1st  (cgc).  West  Gravesend,  a  male  in 
garden  on  Feb.  6th  (lfw).  New  Barn,  Gravesend,  a  male  singing  from 
Feb.  19th  to  March  25th  (dmt).  Orpington,  one  in  garden  on  Jan.  17th 
(srp).  Sidcup,  one  in  garden  on  Dec.  4th  (DPr). 

S  Barnes,  a  male  on  Feb.  2nd  {per  bto).  Crystal  Palace,  a  male  on  Jan.  3rd, 
first  seen  Dec.  25th,  1976  (nfw).  Fetcham,  a  male  on  Jan.  1st  (agc). 
Great  Bookham,  a  male  in  garden  on  Jan.  22nd  (jd).  Oxted,  a  male  in 
garden  on  Feb.  12th  (kco).  Purley,  a  male  in  full  song  on  Feb.  10th  and 
11th  (pjsr).  Putney,  a  male  on  Jan.  21st,  Feb.  20th  and  28th  (jpwr). 
Weybridge  Area,  a  pair  on  Mar.  1st  feeding  on  honeysuckle  berries  in 
garden  (jgt).  Epsom,  a  male  eating  honeysuckle  berries  from  Dec.  25th 
and  29th  (lw).  Purley,  a  male  at  Crossways  Nursery  on  Dec.  3rd  (cf). 
Reigate,  a  male  feeding  on  asparagus  seeds  on  Dec.  17th  (nfw).  Surbiton, 
a  male  eating  fat  at  bird  table  from  Dec.  25th  to  31st  (pgc). 

346  Garden  Warbler 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  six  dates  in  May,  two  on  May 
9th  and  three  on  the  17th;  one  on  Aug.  11th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  singing 
males  present  almost  daily  from  Apr.  27th  to  May  19th,  two  on  May  3rd 
to  5th  and  17th  and  a  female  on  May  4th;  singles  almost  daily  from  Aug. 
10th  to  25th  (jpw). 

347  Whitethroat 

Inner  London  records  and  comments  on  status  are  given.  The  consensus 
*  was  that  it  was  a  better  breeding  season  than  in  recent  years,  but  there 
were  exceptions. 

E  Widespread  and  numerous  in  the  SW  of  the  county;  a  good  year. 

H  Barnet,  at  least  three  pairs  in  May  and  June,  none  in  1975  and  1976  (pms>>). 

Stocker’s  Lake,  five  pairs  bred,  a  notable  increase  (trd). 

M  Bushy  Park,  three  pairs,  the  first  breeding  birds  for  four  years  (kfb). 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Apr.  21st, 
22nd,  27th  and  28th  and  on  Aug.  5th  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on 
seven  dates  from  Apr.  22nd  to  May  6th,  two  on  Apr.  27th ;  one  or  two  on 
four  dates  from  Aug.  16th  to  Sept.  8th  (jpw). 

K  Bexley,  12  singing  at  Joyden’s  Wood  on  May  29th,  the  highest  number 
since  the  drop  in  1969  (drg).  Bromley  area,  more  numerous  than  in 
recent  years  (gaa). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  20  territories  on  53  acres,  compared  with  nine  in  1976 
(dp).  Bookham  Common,  eight  territories  on  96  acres  of  scrub  compared 
with  16  in  1976  (gb).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  May  16th 
and  18th;  two  on  Aug.  30th,  three  on  the  31st,  singles  on  Sept.  1st  and  12th, 
two  on  Sept.  3rd  (rea). 

348  Lesser  Whitethroat 

Inner  London  records  and  comments  on  status  are  given,  including  the 
first  breeding  in  Regent’s  Park. 

E  A  good  season  generally. 

M  Kempton  Park,  45  trapped  during  August  compared  with  37  in  1976  (hrg). 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  recorded  on  five 
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dates  from  May  9th  to  1 8th  and  two  on  May  23rd  (dab)  ;  Regent’s  Park,  a 
pair  bred  rearing  three  young,  the  first  breeding  for  the  park;  probably  at 
least  one  other  pair  present;  records  from  May  2nd  to  Sept.  23rd  (jpw); 
Lansdowne  Road,  Wll,  one  singing  on  May  16th  (BNe). 

S  Bookham  Common,  four  territories  compared  with  five  in  1976  (gb). 

354  Willow  Warbler 

Two  winter  records,  comments  on  status,  estimates  of  breeding  populations 
and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Havering,  about  22  pairs  breeding  (mkd). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  15  pairs  bred,  compared  with  eight  in  1976  and  only  two  in 
1975  (trd). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  4th  to  9th;  a  Chiffchaff  was  present  for  com¬ 
parison  on  the  4th  (sa,weo,it).  Kempton  Park,  one  trapped  and  ringed 
on  Dec.  3rd  (dp).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  three 
territories  but  no  proof  of  breeding ;  spring  passage  from  Apr.  8th  to  May 
2nd,  maximum  16  on  Apr.  25th;  autumn  passage  from  July  26th  to  the 
end  of  August,  numbers  from  one  to  four  were  below  normal  (dab); 
Regent’s  Park,  spring  passage  from  Mar.  28th  with  a  maximum  of  20  on 
Apr.  25th;  at  least  five  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season,  but  no  proof 
of  breeding  obtained ;  light  autumn  passage  from  Aug.  2nd  to  Sept.  27th 
with  a  maximum  of  five  on  Aug.  25th  (jpw);  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Apr. 
27th  (dab);  Kentish  Town,  singles  on  Aug.  15th  and  29th  and  Sept.  5th 
(amg). 

K  Bromley  Common,  30  pairs  estimated  on  May  15th  (gd). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Apr.  17th,  18th  and  25th  and  on 
Aug.  4th  and  31st  (rea). 

356  Chiffchaff 

During  the  winter  months  there  were  records  of  ten  birds  from  eight 
localities  in  January,  seven  birds  from  six  localities  in  February,  nine  birds 
from  five  localities  in  November  and  17  birds  from  ten  localities  in 
December.  Two  with  single  wing-bars  and  exhibiting  other  characters  of 
the  Siberian  race  tristis  wintered  at  Ruxley  G.P.  between  Feb.  12th  and 
Mar.  6th  (rjc);  a  photograph  of  one  appears  opposite  page  38.  By  mid- 
March  first  arrivals  had  been  noted  at  21  localities.  Comments  on  status 
and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  A  great  increase  generally  in  the  breeding  season  compared  with  1976. 

M  Osterley  Park,  still  scarce,  only  two  pairs  (dgh).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  numbers  below  normal  on  both  spring  and 
autumn  passages  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  spring  passage  from  Mar.  17th  to 
Apr.  7th,  singles  but  for  two  on  Apr.  4th  and  6th;  autumn  passage  from 
Sept.  5th  to  Oct.  19th  with  maxima  of  seven  on  Sept.  22nd  and  eight  on 
Oct.  6th  (jpw);  Green  Park,  one  on  May  16th  (ap);  Kentish  Town,  one  on 
Aug.  7th  (amg). 

K  Petts  Wood,  six  pairs  compared  with  one  pair  in  1976  (khp). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  singing  on  Apr.  16th  (djm). 

357  Wood  Warbler 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  May  6th  (ajg).  Epping  Forest,  one  singing  on  Apr. 
26th  (reh).  Hainault  Forest,  one  singing  on  May  7th  (mkd).  Rainham, 
one  singing  on  passage  at  Berwick  Pond  in  May  (jts).  Romford,  one 
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singing  on  passage  on  May  4th  and  7th  (kb/).  Thorndon  Park,  one  singing 
on  May  15th  (ebwps).  Wanstead  Park,  one  singing  on  passage  on  Apr. 
27th  and  May  7th  (reh,wcg). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  singing  on  May  1st  (cbi). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Aug.  2nd  and  20th  (nb,dpt).  Bushy  Park,  one  on 
Aug.  1st  (jt).  Hampstead  Heath,  two  singing  Apr.  23rd  to  26th,  one  on 
May  9th  (dm,kes).  Osterley  Park,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (dgh).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Aug.  13th  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  Apr.  26th  (jpw). 

K  Hosey  Common,  two  males  throughout  the  breeding  season  (khp).  Keston 
area,  three  in  different  localities  on  May  28th  (bb).  Petts  Wood  area, 
passage  birds  only  seen  (khp). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  one  singing  on  June  4th  (ib,jb5,cj).  Croham  Hurst, 
one  singing  on  June  6th  (dac).  Crystal  Palace,  one  singing  on  May  8th 
(pjw).  Dulwich  Woods,  one  singing  on  May  7th  and  14th  (pjw).  Esher 
Common,  one  singing  on  May  15th  (rhk).  Headley  Heath,  one  singing 
on  June  5th  (swg).  Limpsfield  Chart,  a  pair  feeding  young  in  nest  and  two 
singing  males  on  June  18th  (dw,mww).  Leatherhead,  one  on  Aug.  11th 
(raf).  Reigate,  one  on  Aug.  9th  (rhc).  West  End  Common,  one  in  May 
(Mwr).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  May  4th  (edm). 

364  Goldcrest 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  1st;  singles  on  ten  dates  from 
Sept.  15th  to  Dec.  2nd,  two  on  Oct.  25th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  or 
two  recorded  sporadically  each  month  January  to  April  and  again  Septem¬ 
ber  to  December  (jpw).  Holland  Park,  one  on  Aug.  5th,  two  on  Dec.  12th 
(ec).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (ap). 

365  Firecrest 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  male  singing  on  Apr.  13th  (jpw). 

S  Dulwich  Woods,  one  considered  a  female  by  observer  on  Apr.  4th  (pb). 
Walton-on-Thames,  one  on  Jan.  6th  (lj). 

366  Spotted  Flycatcher 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  only  five  territories,  the  lowest 
number  since  the  census  began  in  1966.  Autumn  passage  numbers  below 
average  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  five  pairs;  maximum  counts  in 
autumn  were  12  on  Aug.  11th  and  10  on  Sept.  8th  (jpw).  Cadogan  Place 
Gardens,  SW1,  a  pair  seen  with  two  young  (ths).  St.  George’s  Gardens, 
WC1,  a  pair  reared  two  broods  (sc).  Holland  Park,  two  on  Aug.  5th  (ec). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  May  17th  and  23rd  (rea). 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

More  records  on  spring  passage  than  in  1976,  but  fewer  in  the  autumn. 
Spring  records  of  14  birds  from  13  localities  in  the  period  Apr.  16th  to  May 
18th,  but  mainly  from  Apr.  18th  to  30th.  Autumn  passage  from  Aug.  6th 
to  Oct.  6th  with  over  half  the  records  in  the  period  Aug.  14th  to  29th, 
Only  31  birds  reported  from  23  localities. 
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Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Aug.  16th,  three  on  Aug.  18th 
and  19th  and  one  on  Aug.  20th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  Apr.  27th  to 
29th;  singles  on  Aug.  23rd  and  Sept.  8th  (jpw).  St.  George’s  Gardens, 
WC1,  one  on  Aug.  26th  (sc). 

371  Dunnock 

Inner  London  records  and  a  comparison  of  breeding  population  with  1976 
for  three  localities  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  27  territories  (33  in 
1976)  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  64  territories  (46  in  1976)  (jpw); 
St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (ap). 

K  Bromley  Common,  between  40  and  50  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  com¬ 
pared  with  20  pairs  on  June  27th,  1976  (gd). 

S  Inner  London:  Lambeth  Palace,  one  singing  on  May  10th  (dab);  Surrey 
Docks,  two  singing  in  June  (rea). 

373  Meadow  Pipit 

Breeding-season  distribution,  comments  on  status,  and  Inner  London 
records,  including  breeding  at  Surrey  Docks,  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  15-20  pairs  (mkd).  Sewardstone,  two  pairs  (cf«). 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  singing  on  Apr.  21st  and  June  3rd  (wri).  Hanworth / 
Kempton,  one  carrying  food  on  May  5th  (mjw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  three 
pairs  bred  (pn).  Staines  Moor,  one  carrying  food  on  May  17th  (mjw). 
Staines  Res.,  two  pairs  bred  (pn).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  northerly  movement  of  singles  only  on  Mar.  9th  and  17th  and  Apr. 
4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th,  fewer  than  usual  in  spring;  autumn  passage,  mainly 
S  from  Sept.  13th  to  Oct.  28th,  maximum  57  on  Oct.  11th  (dab);  Regent’s 
Park,  several  passing  over  in  cold  weather  on  Jan.  13th;  spring  passage 
very  light  on  six  dates  from  Mar.  21st  to  Apr.  18th  and  three  on  May  13th; 
autumn  passage  from  Sept.  9th  to  Oct.  29th  with  a  maximum  of  65  S  on 
Sept.  29th  (jpw). 

K  Bromley  Common,  up  to  four  pairs  present  in  May  and  June  (gd).  Dart- 
ford  Marsh,  30+  in  January  and  February  were  the  lowest  numbers  for 
several  years  (drg).  Erith  Marsh,  bred,  carrying  food  on  May  25th  (pjs«). 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (jc,jgh). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  80  in  January  and  February,  falling 
to  15  by  mid- April;  up  to  three  singing  May  and  June;  on  June  23rd  and 
24th  adults  were  seen  with  a  single  juvenile,  while  another  adult  was 
carrying  food  for  young,  the  first  proved  breeding  records  for  Inner 
London;  in  the  later  months  of  the  year  numbers  did  not  exceed  30  (rea). 

376  Tree  Pipit 

Breeding-season  distribution,  an  early  record  and  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  four  pairs,  an  apparent  decline  (jf).  Hainault,  five  pairs, 
a  decline  (mkd).  Harlow  Woods,  four  pairs  (tw).  Havering,  two  pairs 
(mkd).  Romford,  two  pairs  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park,  five  pairs  probably 
bred  (ebwps). 

H  Bishops  Wood,  one  pair  (avm).  Broxbourne  Woods,  good  numbers  in 
suitable  habitats  (jdm).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  two  pairs  bred  (lkw). 
North  Mymms,  one  pair  at  least  (lkw).  Symondshyde,  two  on  June  3rd 
(hnhs). 
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M  Potters  Bar,  a  pair  at  Pond  Wood  in  the  breeding  season  (rfs).  Inner 
London :  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (dab)  ;  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept. 
8th  (jpw). 

B  Oakend  Wood,  one  on  June  6th  (trd). 

K  Badgers  Mount  Wood,  two  pairs  in  June  (pe).  Bexley,  at  least  three  pairs 
bred  at  Joyden’s  Wood  (drg). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  one  on  Mar.  20th,  a  very  early  record  (dp).  Banstead 
Heath,  a  pair  feeding  fledged  young  on  July  14th  (wri).  Headley  Heath, 
eight  breeding  pairs  (ckd,pod).  Limpsfield  Chart,  numerous  on  June  24th 
(ajh).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Aug.  30th,  one  on  Sept.  1st 
(rea). 

379a  Rock  Pipit 

E  Girling  Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  6th  and  13th  and  on  Oct.  15th  (jf).  King 
George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  29th,  Mar.  20th  and  Oct.  8th  (jf).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  29th  and  Feb.  13th,  two  on  Feb.  20th  and  Oct.  8th 
(ca,jf).  Barking  Creek,  one  on  Nov.  11th  (dm). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles  on  Oct.  11th  and  Nov.  6th  (sa,avm,pn).  Staines 
Res.,  two  on  Oct.  9th,  one  on  Oct.  20th  (rbh,avm,pn).  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Oct.  28th  and  Nov.  30th  (jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  6-10  in  January  and  February,  five  on  Apr.  1st  and  two 
on  the  10th;  two  on  Oct.  25th  and  5-6  in  November  and  December  (drg). 
Swanscombe,  10-20  January  to  March;  up  to  10,  November  and  December 
(rjc,lfw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  4th  (jpw);  one  on  Oct.  15th,  two  on  Oct.  18th, 
one  from  Nov.  4th  to  Dec.  8th  had  a  damaged  leg  which  was  lost  on  Nov. 
11th,  a  different  bird  on  Dec.  4th  (psa,rbh,pjs/j).  Beddington  S.F.,  one 
'  Mar.  25th  to  29th  (jd). 

379b  Water  Pipit 

H/M  Colne  Valley  from  Croxley  to  Springwell,  1-3  on  a  number  of  dates  from 
January  to  Apr.  2nd  and  one  or  two  on  several  dates  from  Nov.  20th  to  the 
end  of  the  year  (trd,je,avm  et  al.). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  25th  and  Apr.  17th  (rjj). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  five  from  January  to  Apr.  9th;  three  on  Oct.  23rd 
and  up  to  six  in  November  and  December  (jd,kdm).  Hersham,  one 
present  until  Apr.  2nd  (dp).  Holmethorpe,  one  in  summer  plumage  on 
Mar.  23rd  (rhc).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  2nd;  two  from  Dec.  24th  to 
31st  (wri).  Island  Barn,  one  on  Mar.  27th  (dp). 

380a  Pied  Wagtail 

Inner  London  breeding  or  suspected  breeding  records  and  roosts ;  and  the 
larger  roosts  elsewhere  are  given. 

E  Upminster,  400+  at  roost  in  the  sewage  works  in  October  (aar). 

H  Rye  House,  863  in  December  was  the  highest  number  recorded  at  this 
roost  (hnhs). 

M  Inner  London,  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  three  territories 
(dab);  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  two  pairs  (jpw);  South  Kensington,  a  pair  had 
two  broods  in  a  flower  tub  on  a  roof  terrace  of  the  Mechanical  Engineering 
Building,  Imperial  College  (jhr);  Chalk  Farm,  Islington,  three  pairs  by 
the  Regent’s  Canal,  seen  carrying  food  but  no  young  seen  (amg); 
Buckingham  Palace  Road,  the  maximum  at  a  roost  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  was  339  on  Jan.  17th,  none  were  present  on  Feb.  28th,  roost  again 
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in  use  in  mid-September  and  the  peak  was  313  on  Dec.  13th  (rjc);  maxima 
at  a  roost  at  Wallbrook  EC  were  189  on  Feb.  11th  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  (sc)  and  120  on  Dec.  7th  at  the  end  of  the  year  (pjo). 

K  Orpington,  maxima  at  a  very  large  roost  in  laurel  bushes  at  the  Civic  Hall 
were  4,300  on  Jan.  22nd  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  2,597  on  Nov. 
3rd  at  the  end  of  the  year  (rjc). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  seen  fairly  regularly,  including  juveniles  in 
May  and  June,  but  no  proof  that  breeding  took  place  inside  the  docks 
(re  a). 


380b  White  Wagtail 

E  Brentwood,  one  on  Mar.  24th  (ebwps).  Gidea  Park,  one  on  Mar.  24th 
(ebwps).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  27th  (cf«).  Rainham,  a  male 
on  Apr.  18th,  two  on  Apr.  23rd  (jmh,nji).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on 
Apr.  6th  (ebwps). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  or  two  Apr.  24th  to  26th  (je,rrd). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  2nd,  two  on  Apr.  8th  (avm,pn). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  male  on  May  8th  (je). 

K  Northfleet,  five  on  Apr.  18th  (lfw).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  male  on  Mar.  30th, 
three  males  on  Apr.  8th,  six  on  Apr.  11th,  one  Apr.  23rd  and  a  male  on 
May  1st  (jc,jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  single  birds  in  last  two  weeks  of  April  and  a  male  on 
May  1st  (jd,gwg). 


381  Grey  Wagtail 

Records  of  breeding  or  suspected  breeding  including  four  for  Inner  London 
are  given. 

E  Buckhurst  Hill,  a  pair  with  two  young  by  the  River  Roding  in  April  (kw). 
Fishers  Green,  a  pair  raised  two  young  (lvpg).  Waltham  Abbey,  a  pair 
summered  but  no  nest  found  (tgl). 

M  Bushy  Park,  one  carrying  food  on  May  14th  was  flying  towards  the  River 
Thames,  which  was  probably  the  site  of  the  nest  rather  than  within  the 
park  (mjw).  Hampstead  Heath,  a  pair  Apr.  5th  to  June  17th  seen  carrying 
nest  material  (kes).  Harefield,  a  pair  mating  at  Old  Park  Wood  on  May 
8th  (rdnhs).  Hanworth/Kempton  area,  a  female  and  a  juvenile  on  May 
24th  (mjw)  and  Kempton  Park,  a  pair  with  three  young  on  July  9th  (mtf) 
may  refer  to  first  and  second  broods  of  one  pair.  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  adults  feeding  two  fledged  young  by  the 
Longwater  on  June  1st  had  probably  bred  just  outside  the  parks  (dab,rfs); 
Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  seen  regularly  from  late  May  to  early  November,  a 
female  with  recently  fledged  young  seen  on  June  13th  had  probably  bred 
just  outside  the  park;  Long  Acre,  a  pair  from  Apr.  6th  to  June  23rd,  adults 
seen  carrying  food  to  a  basement  in  a  cleared  site  (pjs«);  Baker  Street,  a 
pair  bred  in  Kendal  Place  (tt). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  three  including  two  juveniles  on  Aug.  9th  (sa). 

K  Beckenham,  a  pair  throughout  the  breeding  season  at  Eden  Park  (gd)  and 
a  pair  with  two  young  at  Kelsey  Park  in  June  (djh).  Bromley  Common, 
one  pair  may  have  bred  (gd).  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  a  family  party  in 
August,  probably  bred  (sjg).  Petts  Wood,  a  pair  present  in  the  breeding 
season  (khp).  Ruxley  G.P.,  adults  with  a  juvenile  in  June  and  July  (sjg). 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  pair  bred  successfully  (jc,jgh).  Westerham  area,  two 
pairs  in  June  (khp). 
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S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  pair  bred  successfully  (gwg).  Cobham,  three  pairs  on 
five  km.  of  river  in  April  and  May  (dkjw).  East  Molesey,  one  pair  nested 
(pjo).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  a  pair  had  two  broods  of  4  young  in  each  (wri). 
Kingston,  a  nest  with  young  on  June  29th  (wri).  Richmond  Park,  a  pair 
bred  by  Beverley  Brook  (rdh).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  or  two 
seen  in  May  and  a  pair  on  June  21st,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (rea). 

382  Yellow  Wagtail 

As  usual  there  were  a  number  of  records  of  birds  considered  by  the  observers 
to  be  of  races  other  than  flavissima.  Of  these,  ten  were  claimed  as  Blue¬ 
headed  C flava),  one  Sykes’s  ( beema ),  one  Spanish  ( iberiae )  and  one  Grey¬ 
headed  ( thunbergi ).  Records  of  breeding  and  possible  breeding  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Lea  Valley  reservoirs,  20-30  pairs  nested  (jf).  Roding  Valley,  six  pairs  in 
April  (kw).  Sewardstone,  18  pairs  (cf/i). 

H  Croxley  Hall  G.P.,  a  pair  on  June  19th  (je).  Helicon  G.P.,  a  pair  carrying 
food  on  June  18th,  the  male  with  the  characters  of  beema,  the  hen  of 
flavissima  (jrb,rrd).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  two  pairs  bred,  juveniles  seen 
(trd).  Mill  End,  a  pair  and  two  juveniles  on  July  10th  and  11th  bred  in  a 
potato  field  (trd).  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  one  with  food  on  June  7th  (je). 

M  Kempton  Park,  up  to  six  pairs  bred  (dp).  -  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  at  least  three 
pairs  in  the  breeding  season  and  two  juveniles  seen  on  July  16th  (gcg,pn). 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  Apr.  25th,  singles 
on  May  3rd,  Aug.  16th  and  Sept.  28th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  two  on 
Apr.  14th,  singles  on  Apr.  30th,  May  4th,  13th  and  18th,  and  on  Sept.  8th 
-  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  at  least  one  pair  bred  (dm). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  at  least  one  pair  bred  (drg,dfy).  Northfleet,  a  pair  in 
June  (lfw).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  pair  bred  successfully  (jc,jgh).  Stone 
Marsh,  two  pairs  present  in  June  (drg).  Thamesmead,  one  carrying  food 
on  June  13  th  (pjs«). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  probably  bred  (sk).  Beddington  S.F.,  five  pairs  bred 
(gwg).  Field  Common,  present  in  May  and  June  but  no  breeding 
evidence  (gf).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  a  male  held  territory  in  May  and  early  June 
but  was  unmated  (wri).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  first  arrival  on 
Apr.  10th;  ten  pairs  held  territory  in  May  of  which  at  least  six  were  seen 
carrying  food  in  June  when  recently  fledged  young  were  present;  food  was 
being  carried  for  young  until  the  beginning  of  August  (rea). 

383  Waxwing 

K  Sidcup,  one  in  a  garden  on  Mar.  16th  (dp/*). 

S  Purley,  one  feeding  on  pyracantha  on  Jan.  16th  ( CFd ). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  singles  on  Jan.  18th  and  Mar.  28th  (ra).  Wanstead 
sewage  works,  a  female  trapped  and  ringed  on  Oct.  22nd  (cwp). 

H  Rye  Meads/Stanstead  Abbots,  one  in  the  area  from  Nov.  19th  to  the  end 
of  the  year  (hnhs,lvpg,rmrg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  12th  was  trapped  and  ringed  (hrg).  West 
Drayton,  one  on  Feb.  13th  (rgb). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  1st  stayed  for  three  or  four  days  and  was 
trapped  (gc,hf,kjh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Mar.  19th  (baf). 
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S  Farleigh,  singles  on  Jan.  8th  and  10th  and  Oct.  26th  and  27th  and  Nov. 
12th  (jcw).  Walton  Heath,  one  on  several  days  from  Feb.  6th  to  Mar.  6th 
(rhc,nl,bn«,ppf). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

M  Boston  Manor,  an  immature  on  Aug.  28th  (agd).  Kempton  Park,  an 
immature  trapped  and  ringed  on  Aug.  29th  (hrg).  Northolt,  a  female  or 
immature  by  the  A40  on  July  21st  (mjg). 

389  Starling 

Some  counts  in  rural  areas  (no  figures  are  available  for  the  large  Inner 
London  roosts)  and  Inner  London  breeding  and  passage  records  are  given. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  4,000  on  Apr.  19th;  10,000  on  June  24th  (mcrg). 

M  Ruislip,  c.  10,000  roosting  at  Poor’s  Field  throughout  the  winter  (je). 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  27  nests  found; 
autumn  passage  during  November  and  early  December,  maximum  225  NW 
on  Nov.  29th  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s  Park,  bred;  main  passage  from  Oct.  6th 
to  Nov.  8th,  but  largest  count  was  on  Nov.  28th  when  a  flock  of  c.  800  flew 
NW  (jpw);  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (ap). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  2,000+  on  July  13th  (avm). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  maxima  at  a  roost,  3,000  in  March  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  and  2,000  in  December  at  the  end  of  the  year  (drg).  Littlebrook, 
maxima  at  a  roost,  2,000+  in  January  and  February  and  3,000+  October 
to  December  (drg).  Stone  Wood,  maxima  at  a  roost,  5,000+  in  January 
and  3,000+  November  and  December  (drg). 

S  Inner  London:  South  Bank,  c.  460  flying  WNW  with  Fieldfares  on  Nov. 
18th  (pjs/*). 

391  Hawfinch 

E  Epping  Forest,  small  numbers  throughout  the  year;  two  pairs  in  north 
area  (mkd  et  al.).  Hainault  Forest,  five  pairs  (mkd).  Stanford  Rivers,  a 
pair  during  June  (ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  four  in  January,  one  or  two  in 
March  and  June,  one  in  August,  13-18  including  an  adult  feeding  a  juvenile 
on  Sept.  18th,  one  on  Dec.  11th  (mgw). 

H  Chorleywood,  a  female  on  Mar.  27th  (ap). 

M  Fulham,  one  in  Bishop’s  Park  on  Dec.  10th  (wr). 

K  New  Barn,  one  on  Feb.  24th,  two  on  Feb.  26th  (dmt).  Orpington,  a  male 
in  Darrick  Wood  on  Mar.  17th  (rjc).  Wilmington,  two  on  a  number  of 
dates  January  to  March  (rhh). 

S  Bookham  Common,  two  on  Feb.  13th  (kde).  Caterham,  five  on  Feb.  16th, 
one  on  Mar.  22nd,  2-3  on  Apr.  29th,  four  on  May  2nd  and  6th;  one  or  two 
on  Dec.  29th  (rhc,dac,sar).  Chessington,  a  male  on  Aug.  21st  (jRBy). 
Esher,  two  on  Jan.  23rd  and  Mar.  21st  (kde,sbws).  Farthing  Downs,  four 
on  Jan.  5th  (sja).  Fetcham,  one  drinking  from  a  bird  bath,  date  not  given 
(raf).  Margery,  two  flying  S  on  Oct.  16th  (dw,mww).  Oxshott,  one  on 
Feb.  16th  (kde).  Reigate,  present  February  to  June,  maximum  10  on 
Apr.  23rd,  a  juvenile  on  July  1st  and  5th,  eight  on  Aug.  10th  (rhc). 

392  Greenfinch 

Inner  London  breeding  records  and  a  roost,  ringing  recoveries,  comments 
on  status  and  a  very  large  gathering  are  given. 

M  One  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Jan.  22nd,  1977,  was  found  dead  at 
Clavering,  Saffron  Walden,  Essex,  on  Apr.  16th,  1977  (hrg).  One  ringed 


66 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  42  FOR  1977 


at  Potters  Bar  in  March  1974  and  which  was  controlled  at  Winchester, 
Hants.,  in  November  1974,  was  killed  by  a  cat  at  Harlow  in  April  1977 
(rfs).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  19  territories; 
a  roost  in  evergreen  shrubs  on  the  boundary  with  Kensington  Palace  was 
used  by  557  on  Nov.  29th,  but  the  numbers  fell  steadily  to  between  70  and 
130  at  the  end  of  the  year;  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  32  pairs  (jpw).  Buckingham 
Palace  Gardens,  bred  (sc);  Kentish  Town,  breeding  suspected  at  Toriano 
Road  (amg);  St.  James’s  Park,  probably  bred  (ap). 

K  Bromley  Common,  maximum  for  the  year  was  45  on  Oct.  2nd,  numbers 
very  low  (gd).  Dartford  Marsh,  maximum  for  the  year  50 +,  numbers  very 
low  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  1,000+  on  Oct.  2nd,  if  anything  under-estimated  (gwg). 
Surbiton  area,  many  comments  of  reduction  of  numbers  seen  in  the  1976/77 
winter  (sbws).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  birds  in  display  flight  in  May 
and  family  parties  present  in  the  latter  half  of  June;  a  pair  were  feeding 
young  on  June  23rd  (rea).  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth,  one  in  song  on 
May  10th  (dab). 

393  Goldfinch 

Inner  London  breeding  season  records,  comments  on  status,  passage  noted 
in  October  and  a  large  gathering  are  given. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  600+  mainly  in  alders  in  January  and  February  (tjl). 
Wanstead,  the  best  breeding  season  on  record  (wcg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  45  flying  S  on  Oct.  19th 
(dab);  Regent’s  Park,  nine  pairs  bred  compared  with  six  in  1976  (jpw); 
Kentish  Town,  present  all  the  year  by  the  Regent’s  Canal,  seen  gathering 
nest  material  in  Lawford  Road  and  four  young  seen  by  the  canal  (amg); 
King’s  Cross,  July  records  in  derelict  railway  yards  included  a  family  party 
of  five  on  July  4th  (jpw);  St.  George’s  Gardens,  WC1,  present  all  summer 
and  6+  juveniles  seen  on  Aug.  6th,  almost  certainly  bred  here  or  nearby 
(sc). 

S  Dulwich,  1,265  flying  over  during  the  period  Oct.  3rd  to  20th,  maximum 
35  on  Oct.  3rd  (pjw).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  pair  seen  carrying 
nest  material  on  May  17th,  a  party  of  15  on  June  20th  included  several 
juveniles  and  a  pair  seen  with  six  young  on  June  21st  (rea);  Lambeth 
Palace  Gardens,  at  least  two  singing  on  May  10th  (dab). 

394  Siskin 

Scarce  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  as  at  the  end  of  1976,  and  in  contrast 
to  the  early  months  of  1976.  Some  223  birds  reported  from  only  19 
localities,  the  maximum  being  70  at  Turnford,  Herts.,  on  Feb.  2nd  (lvpg). 
None  were  seen  after  Apr.  13th  until  the  first  arrivals  on  Oct.  9th.  Com¬ 
moner  until  the  end  of  the  year  with  records  from  35  localities,  the  maxima 
being  flocks  of  100  at  Waltham  Abbey,  Essex,  on  Dec.  19th  and  100  at 
Denham,  Bucks.,  on  Dec.  22nd  (tgl,pn).  The  only  Inner  London  records 
were  singles  flying  over  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens  on  Oct.  19th,  and 
Nov.  3rd,  28th  and  29th  (dab),  and  over  Regent’s  Park  on  Dec.  2nd  (jpw). 

395  Linnet 

Flocks  of  200  or  more,  passage  records  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London 
records,  including  a  case  of  breeding  are  given. 

E  Royal  Victoria  Docks,  200  October  and  November  (jdh). 
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H  Mill  End,  250  on  Jan.  1st  and  Mar.  6th,  350  on  Feb.  16th  (trd).  Stanstead 
Abbots,  200  on  Oct.  29th  (lvpg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  1-5  on  six  dates  from 
Mar.  31st  to  May  6th;  recorded  on  seven  dates  from  Sept.  25th  to  Dec. 
2nd  with  maxima  of  35  S  on  Oct.  11th  and  34  S  on  Oct.  19th  (dab);  Regent’s 
Park,  up  to  three  seen  sporadically  from  Mar.  25th  to  May  25th,  autumn 
passage  from  Oct.  3rd  to  Nov.  11th  with  a  maximum  of  c.  100  S  on  Oct. 
19th  (jpw). 

K  Gravesend,  75  flying  W  on  Oct.  3rd  (lfw). 

S  Bookham  Common,  200+  on  Apr.  15th  (esb).  Dulwich,  during  the  period 
Sept.  24th  to  Oct.  31st  453  flying  over  S  or  SW,  maximum  180  S  on  Oct. 
19th  (pjw).  Lower  Ashtead,  400  on  Jan.  1 6th  and  30th  (dp).  Inner  London 
Surrey  Docks,  winter  flocks  reached  a  peak  of  250  on  Jan.  18th  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year;  one  or  two  pairs  seen  regularly  in  May  and  juveniles 
present  from  June  8th;  adults  were  seen  feeding  young  on  various  dates 
in  June;  up  to  100  in  November  and  December  (rea). 

396  Twite 

E  Rainham,  18  on  Jan.  22nd  (jmh);  seven  on  Mar.  2nd  (ajg). 

K  Dartford  West  Boys  School  field,  one  on  Jan.  4th  (baf).  Ruxley  G.P., 
one  on  Dec.  26th  (gm). 

397  Redpoll 

Although  widespread  in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  numbers  reported 
based  on  flocks  of  200  or  more  were  low  compared  with  1976,  only  one 
such  flock  being  seen  in  contrast  to  records  from  eight  localities  in  1976. 
Well  distributed  in  the  breeding  season,  whd  reported  six  pairs  breeding 
near  his  house  at  Epsom,  Surrey,  and  stated  that  they  appear  to  prefer  the 
urban  habitat  to  the  nearby  Epsom  Common.  At  Bookham  Common, 
Surrey,  in  96  acres  of  scrub  there  were  no  territories  compared  with  3-5 
in  1972-74  and  one  in  1975-76.  More  plentiful  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Flocks  of  200  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Ruislip  Local  Nature  Reserve,  c.  200  on  Dec.  31st  (rdnhs).  Inner  London : 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  appeared  to  be  holding  a 
territory  in  Hyde  Park  in  May  and  early  June,  but  there  was  no  evidence 
of  nesting;  1-3  recorded  on  several  dates  from  Mar.  25th  to  early  May, 
and  up  to  eight  from  Sept.  25th  to  Dec.  20th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  up  to 
two  seen  regularly  in  summer  months  suggest  breeding  but  no  positive 
evidence  obtained ;  autumn  passage  from  Sept.  26th  to  Nov.  4th,  maxima 
20  S  on  Sept.  29th,  40  W  and  S  on  Oct.  13th  (jpw). 

K  Bexley,  at  Joyden’s  Wood  1,941  were  trapped  and  ringed  during  September 
and  October  (drg).  Orpington,  400-500  at  Sparrow  Wood  on  Oct.  29th 
(rjc).  Petts  Wood,  212  the  maximum  count  October  to  December  (khp). 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  200+  throughout  January  (jc,jgh). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  May  9th,  one  on  May  18th  (rea). 

401  Bullfinch 

Inner  London  records  and  the  larger  numbers  reported  elsewhere  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  probably  bred,  one  territory  in  Hyde 
Park  where  a  pair  were  seen  carrying  nest  material  on  Mar.  28th;  one  or 
two  seen  at  other  times  of  the  year  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  five  pairs 
(jpw). 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  40+  all  congregated  in  one  area  on  Nov.  27th  (drg). 

Wilmington,  30+  at  Stonehill  Farm  in  October  was  the  maximum  (drg). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  12  in  a  single  flock  on  Jan.  15th  (gwJ).  Tadworth, 
19  males  and  11  females  on  Mar.  9th  was  the  largest  party  seen  (ckd,pod). 

404  Crossbill 

E  Thorndon  Park,  25-30  on  June  5th  included  many  streaked  juveniles 
(mgw). 

K  Badgers  Mount,  a  mixed  party  of  adults  and  juveniles  totalling  20  on 
June  19th  included  two  red  males  (trs).  Toys  Hill,  one  on  July  7th  (khp). 

407  Chaffinch 

The  largest  flocks  reported,  a  ringing  recovery  and  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

%  t 

M  Kempton  Park,  one  controlled  on  Nov.  5th  had  been  ringed  there  on  Aug. 
5th,  1967,  and  retrapped  only  once  (Nov.  1971);  the  second  oldest  recorded 
in  the  country,  and  only  five  months  less  than  the  oldest  (hrg).  Poyle, 
c.  300  on  Dec.  31st  (pn).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens, 
bred,  14  territories;  autumn  passage  from  Oct.  13th  to  Nov.  11th  with  a 
maximum  of  140  NW  on  Oct.  26th  (dab,rfs);  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  18 
territories,  autumn  passage  from  Sept.  26th  to  Nov.  8th,  maxima  of  52  SW 
on  Oct.  13th  and  31  SW  on  Oct.  25th  (jpw). 

K  Squerryes  Court,  300  on  Feb.  12th  (ceg). 

S  Walton  Heath,  300+  on  Nov.  11th  was  the  largest  autumn  flock  (ckd,pod). 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  flying  over  on  Oct.  22nd  and  Nov. 
3rd,  two  on  Nov.  5th  (rea). 

408  Brambling 

Scarce  at  both  ends  of  the  year  with  records  from  17  localities  January  to 
Apr.  22nd  and  15  localities  Oct.  13th  to  December.  The  numbers  reported 
at  any  locality  did  not  exceed  c.  20  except  at  West  End,  Esher,  Surrey, 
where  there  were  c.  100  on  Jan.  18th  (bf/-),  and  probably  at  Kensington 
Gardens,  Inner  London.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  on  Oct.  26th  a  flock  of  c.  40  finches,  probably  all 
Bramblings,  flew  NW  followed  shortly  after  by  another  flock  of  seven; 
one  W  on  Oct.  27th  and  one  in  the  leaf  yard  on  Nov.  1st  (dab).  Regent’s 
Park,  four  flying  W  on  Oct.  13th,  a  female  on  Oct.  21st  and  one  flying  W 
on  Oct.  28th  (jpw). 

409  Yellowhammer 

66  at  Bromley  Common,  Kent,  on  Feb.  27th  was  the  largest  number 
reported.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  flying  NW  on  Apr.  22nd,  one  N  on 
Apr.  27th  and  one  W  on  Oct.  14th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  flying  NW 
on  Apr.  25th  (jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Jan.  24th,  Feb.  8th  and  17th,  believed  to  be  the 
same  bird  (rea). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

Breeding-season  records  and  the  larger  gatherings  at  other  times  of  the 
year  are  given. 
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E  Abridge,  two  pairs  (mkd).  Cranham,  a  male  in  July  (dsb).  Hainault  and 
Havering,  a  slight  decrease  in  the  breeding  season  (mkd).  Navestock,  two 
pairs  (mkd).  Rainham,  two  pairs  (mkd). 

H  Batchworth,  one  pair  (avm).  Croxley  Hall  watercress  beds,  53  at  a  roost 
on  Dec.  28th  (cb /).  Helicon  G.P.,  one  singing  on  June  18th  (je).  Mill 
End,  two  pairs  in  June  and  July  (trd).  Shenleybury,  one  pair  at  least  on 
July  10th  (lkw).  West  Hyde,  three  singing  on  Apr.  30th  (je). 

M  Hanworth/Kempton  area,  one  singing  on  July  10th,  but  breeding  thought 
not  to  have  taken  place  in  vicinity  (mjw).  Harefield  Place,  c.  50  roosting 
in  a  reed-bed  in  late  March  and  early  April  (pn).  Harefield  Moor  G.P., 
25+  in  a  flock  on  May  31st  (pn).  Laleham,  present  throughout  May  and 
June  (lfr).  Osterley  Park,  two  singing  males  from  Apr.  16th  (dgh). 

B  Iver  Heath,  a  male  on  June  6th  (trd). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  July  20th  (dfy).  Eynsford,  two  singing  on  June 
25th  (pjs«).  Hulberry,  Darenth  Valley,  two  pairs  in  the  breeding  season 
(khp).  Lullingstone,  two  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season  (khp). 
Ruxley,  up  to  30  roosting  towards  the  end  of  December  (bb).  Swanscombe, 
a  pair  in  the  breeding  season  (khp).  West  Wickham,  two  on  June  4th 
(gaa). 

S  Addington,  two  singing  on  May  11th,  May  22nd  and  June  8th  (jcw). 
Nr.  Botley  Hill,  seen  and  heard  on  July  2nd  (ajh).  Ham  Moor  S.P.,  40  on 
Jan.  16th,  25  on  Apr.  11th,  three  on  May  18th  (jgt).  Purley,  up  to  30 
Apr.  3rd  to  16th,  up  to  five  remaining  until  June  9th  (cf d).  Thorpe,  one 
on  May  1st  (gc). 

415  Cirl  Bunting 

H  Moor  Park  golf  course,  one  on  June  15th  (hnhs). 

421  Reed  Bunting 

Numbers  of  50  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  including  breeding  are 
given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  flying  NW  on  Feb.  21st  (dab).  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  on  Sept.  25th  and  one  flying  W  on  Oct.  14th  (dab).  Regent’s 
Park,  singles  on  Feb.  15th  and  Apr.  27th  (jpw).  Old  St.  Pancras  Goods 
Yard,  a  pair,  the  male  singing  on  July  5th;  a  possible  breeding  area  with 
much  long  grass  and  weeds  (jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  60+  at  a  roost  in  January  and  February  (drg).  Stone 
Marsh,  130  at  a  roost  in  February  (drg).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  50  on 
Jan.  16th  (lfw). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  nine  January  to  March;  bred  success¬ 
fully,  three  pairs  raising  at  least  seven  young,  a  fourth  pair  present  in  June 
and  three  other  singing  males;  adults  were  also  feeding  young  on  Aug.  16th; 
up  to  eight  in  September  and  October  and  up  to  three  on  three  dates  in 
November  and  December  (re a). 

423  Snow  Bunting 

E  Rainham,  a  male  on  Mar.  2nd  (ajg,ds). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  12th  (mtnhs). 

424  House  Sparrow 

Estimates  of  numbers  using  roosts  at  the  Thames  marshes  in  Kent  are 
given. 


70 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  42  FOR  1977 


K  Dartford  Marsh,  2,000+  January  to  March,  1,000+  April  to  June,  2,000  + 
September  to  December  (drg).  Littlebrook,  3,000+  January  and  Febru¬ 
ary,  2,000+  March  to  June,  5,000+  August  and  September,  1,000  + 
October  to  December  (drg).  Stone,  2,000+  January  to  March  and 
November  and  December  (drg).  Swanscombe,  1,500  on  Jan.  16th  (lfw). 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

Flocks  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

H  Mill  End,  550  in  two  flocks  the  maximum  January  to  March  (trd). 

M  Kempton/Hanworth,  c.  250  on  Feb.  25th  and  Mar.  29th  (mjw).  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Oct.  11th,  10  flying  S 
on  Oct.  20th,  two  on  Nov.  29th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  autumn  passage 
from  Oct.  10th  to  25th,  maximum  six  S  on  Oct.  11th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  c.  120  on  Jan.  23rd  (gc). 

K  Bromley  Common,  580  on  Feb.  27th  the  maximum  January  to  April  (gd). 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  200  January  and  February  the  maximum.  Swanscombe 
Marsh,  300  on  Jan.  16th  (lfw). 

S  Holmethorpe,  c.  150  on  Dec.  3rd  (etk).  Lower  Ashtead,  300+  on  Jan. 
15th  (dp).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up  to  10  with  house  sparrows 
and  finches  in  late  October  (rea). 
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Bird  Life  of  the  Stocker’s  Lake 
Gravel  Pits,  1970-77 

D.  K.  Chesterman 


INTRODUCTION  AND  DESCRIPTION  OF  STUDY  AREA 

This  paper  discusses  the  results  of  annual  censuses  made  of  the  breeding  birds  of 
an  area  of  mature  gravel  pits  on  the  Hertfordshire/Middlesex  border  during 
1970-77.  The  second  part  of  the  paper  presents  data  for  the  same  period  relating 
to  the  wintering  wildfowl  population,  and  the  last  part  discusses  the  use  of  the  site 
by  other  species. 


The  study  area  (figure  1)  lies  in  the  Colne  Valley,  immediately  south-west  of 
Rickmansworfh  and  contains  three  gravel  pits  typical  of  the  general  type  described 
by  Catchpole  and  Tydeman  (1975).  They  form  part  of  an  ever-growing  string  of 
gravel  pits  extending  from  west  London  northwards  to  mid-Hertfordshire,  and 
which  are  in  different  stages  of  maturity  or  extraction.  The  site  is  owned  by  the 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company,  who  allow  fishing  (mainly 
of  pike,  perch  and  carp)  to  take  place  from  July  to  April,  and  who  issue  a  small 
number  of  permits  to  birdwatchers.  Gravel  from  Stocker’s  Lake  and  Stocker’s 
West  Lake  was  extracted  in  the  early  1920s  and  completed  just  after  the  1939-45 
war.  The  excavation  of  Spring  well  Lake  was  completed  earlier,  in  the  1930s,  and 
vegetation  on  all  three  pits  is  therefore  well  established.  Two  of  the  gravel  pits  in 
particular  (Stocker’s  Lake  and  Stocker’s  West  Lake)  contain  a  large  number  of 
small  islands,  mostly  overgrown  with  willow  and  alder  scrub,  while  the  main 
feature  of  the  third  pit  is  a  fairly  extensive  bed  of  reed  and  sedge  at  the  southern 
tip.  Small  copses  of  mixed  woodland,  mainly  elm,  alder  and  willow  are  dotted 
around  the  edge  of  the  pits,  which  are  bounded  on  the  north  and  west  sides  by  the 
River  Colne  and  on  the  south  and  east  sides  by  the  Grand  Union  Canal.  A 
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narrow  road  bisects  the  study  area  which  also  contains  a  few  warehouses  (one  now 
derelict),  two  watercress  beds  and  a  small  area  of  grassland.  The  72.7  hectares 
of  the  census  plot  are  made  up  as  follows : 


Open  Water 

38.4  ha 

Scrub 

4.2  ha 

River/Canal 

8.5  ha 

Grassland 

4.0  ha 

Reed/Willow  Herb 

7.3  ha 

Woodland 

3.8  ha 

Roads/Buildings 

5.9  ha 

Watercress  Beds 

0.6  ha 

Only  slight  changes  in  habitat  occurred  during  the  period  of  the  study.  Most 
important  was  the  removal  of  a  small  but  ornithologically  rich  area  of  hawthorn 
scrub  at  the  northern  end  of  Springwell  Lake  in  the  summer  of  1974. 

The  variation  in  the  depth  of  the  River  Colne,  which  is  fed  by  chalk  streams 
from  the  Chilterns,  is  independent  of  immediate  weather  conditions,  merely 
reflecting  the  level  of  the  water  table  in  synclinal  substrata.  The  water  levels  were 
highest  in  the  dry  summers  of  1974-76,  following  very  low  levels  in  1973,  when 
the  smallest  lake  was  in  danger  of  drying  out  completely  at  one  stage.  How  the 
water  levels  affect  individual  species  is  not  known,  but  the  breeding  record  of  Snipe 
in  1974  coincided  with  the  flooding  of  the  reed  bed  next  to  Springwell  Lake  and  the 
three  breeding  pairs  of  Little  Ringed  Plovers  in  1973  coincided  with  the  lowest 
water  levels. 


COMMON  BIRD  CENSUS 

Methods 

The  site  was  censused  according  to  the  methods  described  by  Williamson  (1964). 
The  number  of  visits  made  each  season  varied  from  seven  in  1973  to  11  in  1975, 
with  a  total  time  in  the  field  of  between  22  and  28  hours  in  each  season;  coverage 
was  therefore  fairly  light  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  area  includes  large 
expanses  of  open  water  which  are  comparatively  quickly  censused  on  visits.  Visits 
took  place  between  the  end  of  March  and  the  beginning  of  July,  with  an  attempt 
being  made  in  all  years  to  follow  up  the  progress  of  late-nesting  species  such  as 
Tufted  Duck  at  the  end  of  the  season.  In  1975  and  1976  the  field  visits  were  shared 
between  myself  and  R.  Drew. 

From  the  start  it  was  recognized  that  the  site  presented  some  difficulties  for 
traditional  censusing  techniques.  Not  only  were  the  islands  in  the  lakes  inacces¬ 
sible,  but  a  small  number  (on  Stocker’s  Lake)  were  also  entirely  screened  in  the 
summer  months  and  obscured  from  view.  The  use  of  the  site  by  a  population  of 
non-breeding  ducks  also  made  estimating  actual  wildfowl  breeding  pairs  very 
difficult,  and,  for  the  sake  of  consistency,  it  was  decided  to  calculate  a  figure  on 
the  basis  of  those  present  rather  than  those  actually  proved  breeding.  Furthermore 
there  was  a  practical  difficulty  in  registering  the  exact  location  of  wildfowl  on  the 
visit  map  and  the  figures  for  this  group  should  therefore  be  considered  with  this 
in  mind. 

Discussion  of  Census  Results  1970-77 

The  census  results  are  tabulated  in  table  1.  Asterisks  denote  the  presence  of 
species  in  summer  thought  not  to  have  bred. 

In  all,  60  different  species  were  proved  to  breed  in  the  study  area,  excluding 
House  Sparrow  and  Woodpigeon  which  were  not  counted.  The  commonest  bird 


BIRD  LIFE  OF  THE  STOCKER’S  LAKE  GRAVEL  PITS,  1970-77 


73 


Table  1  Common  Bird  Census  results  1970-76  in  the  survey  area.  Numbers  of 
territories  shown.  Presence  of  non-breeding  birds  is  indicated  by  an  asterisk. 


1970  1971  1972  1973  1974  1975  1976  Mean 


Great  Crested  Grebe 
Little  Grebe 
Mallard 
Teal 

Shoveler 

Tufted  Duck 

Pochard 

Greylag  Goose 

Canada  Goose 

Mute  Swan 

Kestrel 

Partridge 

Moorhen 

Coot 

Lapwing 

Little  Ringed  Plover 
Snipe 

Common  Sandpiper 
Common  Tern 
Stock  Dove 
Collared  Dove 
Turtle  Dove 
Cuckoo  ' 

Tawny  Owl 

Kingfisher 

Green  Woodpecker 

Gt.  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Lr.  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Swallow 

Skylark 

Carrion  Crow 

Jackdaw 

Magpie 

Jay 

Great  Tit 
Blue  Tit 


12 

13 

14 

16 

* 

— 

* 

* 

20 

26 

30 

41 

— 

* 

- - 

* 

* 

+ 

— 

* 

20 

29 

26 

30 

— 

+ 

* 

* 

_ 

1 

3 

3 

6 

3 

3 

3 

* 

* 

* 

1 

— 

— 

* 

— 

20 

21 

19 

21 

32 

40 

39 

50 

* 

* 

* 

1 

2 

— 

* 

3 

* 

* 

* 

* 

— 

— 

* 

— 

* 

* 

* 

❖ 

1 

* 

— - 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

* 

* 

1 

* 

1 

1 

1 

— 

* 

— 

— 

— 

* 

* 

1 

2 

* 

1 

* 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

1 

2 

* 

* 

3 

4 

6 

5 

— 

1 

— 

* 

4 

2 

3 

2 

* 

1 

1 

1 

13 

16 

15 

16 

11 

12 

12 

13 

17 

20 

17 

16 

1 

3 

1 

1 

32 

22 

25 

28 

* 

* 

* 

0 

* 

* 

* 

0 

26 

37 

29 

28 

♦ 

* 

* 

0 

* 

* 

1 

0 

5 

8 

8 

4 

4 

5 

3 

4 

* 

1 

— 

0 

— 

— 

— 

0 

17 

22 

14 

19 

52 

52 

42 

44 

* 

* 

* 

0 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

* 

* 

0 

* 

* 

1 

u 

0 

— 

* 

* 

0 

2 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

* 

1 

— 

— 

* 

0 

3 

3 

2 

2 

* 

* 

* 

0 

* 

1 

* 

0 

— 

— 

* 

0 

* 

* 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

3 

4 

— 

* 

* 

0 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

* 

1 

15 

13 

11 

14 

11 

10 

10 

11 
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Table  1 — continued 

1970  1971  1972  1973  1974  1975  1976  Mean 


Willow  Tit 
Long-tailed  Tit 
Nuthatch 
Treecreeper 
Wren 

Mistle  Thrush 
Song  Thrush 
Blackbird 
Nightingale 
Robin 

Reed  Warbler 

Sedge  Warbler 

Blackcap 

Garden  Warbler 

Whitethroat 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

Willow  Warbler 

Chiffchaff 

Goldcrest 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

Dunnock 

Pied  Wagtail 

Grey  Wagtail 

Yellow  Wagtail 

Starling 

Greenfinch 

Goldfinch 

Linnet 

Redpoll 

Bullfinch 

Chaffinch 

Yellowhammer 

Corn  Bunting 

Reed  Bunting 

Tree  Sparrow 


4 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

* 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

33 

32 

49 

48 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14 

19 

18 

17 

20 

30 

29 

19 

9 

11 

12 

16 

5 

6 

10 

6 

31 

24 

18 

14 

9 

6 

6 

8 

— 

* 

— 

— 

2 

1 

* 

♦ 

— 

3 

1 

1 

11 

6 

7 

3 

5 

2 

3 

2 

* 

* 

1 

2 

— 

* 

* 

* 

17 

16 

16 

15 

3 

4 

4 

4 

• 

— 

* 

• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15 

16 

13 

11 

24 

19 

16 

13 

5 

10 

9 

9 

11 

17 

6 

12 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

6 

7 

6 

21 

1 

17 

16 

18 

* 

* 

26 

29 

22 

26 

3 

7 

7 

4 

2 

1 

• 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

A 

* 

1 

* 

U 

1 

30 

39 

32 

40 

2 

* 

3 

1 

20 

14 

11 

16 

20 

25 

15 

23 

— 

1 

— 

0 

15 

12 

6 

12 

15 

17 

19 

11 

26 

34 

24 

24 

6 

6 

6 

7 

3 

4 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

* 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

10 

7 

1 

2 

• 

2 

4 

* 

1 

1 

• 

• 

• 

0 

12 

8 

5 

13 

3 

4 

4 

4 

— 

* 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

9 

12 

10 

12 

11 

12 

12 

15 

10 

3 

7 

8 

8 

4 

6 

9 

1 

• 

* 

0 

5 

3 

5 

5 

20 

15 

12 

17 

— 

• 

• 

0 

• 

— 

— 

0 

29 

23 

19 

24 

5 

4 

5 

5 

Total  territories 
Total  species 


424  463  451  471  483  459  401 

40  44  43  44  47  45  46 


BIRD  LIFE  OF  THE  STOCKER’S  LAKE  GRAVEL  PITS,  1970-77 


75 


in  five  out  of  the  seven  years  was  Coot,  with  Wren  a  close  second  and  Tufted  Duck 
and  Mallard  coming  third  and  fourth.  An  almost  equal  abundance  of  Tufted 
Duck  and  Mallard  is  notable  in  the  light  of  the  higher  numbers  of  the  latter  found 
by  Catchpole  and  Tydeman  (1975)  on  a  gravel  pit  in  the  Lea  Valley,  by  Harrison 
(1974)  at  the  Sevenoaks  G.P.  Reserve  and  by  Glue  (1970)  on  his  Hampshire  Gravel 
Pit.  The  ten  commonest  species  were  as  follows: 


Species 

Te 

Coot 

44 

Wren 

40 

Tufted  Duck 

28 

Mallard 

28 

Sedge  Warbler 

24 

Reed  Bunting 

24 

Blackbird 

23 

Moorhen 

19 

Chaffinch 

17 

Song  Thrush 

16 

1974  was  the  most  productive  year  both  in  terms  of  the  number  of  territories 
recorded  and  the  number  of  different  species  breeding.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  1976,  although  the  lowest  year  for  overall  numbers  had  the  second  highest 
diversity  of  species,  and  included  the  first  successful  breeding  of  a  pair  of  Common 
Terns.  Swallows  also  nested  in  a  disused  warehouse  vandalized  in  1976. 


An  attempt  to  categorize  the  species  according  to  the  broad  classifications  used 
by  Bull,  Mead  and  Williamson  (1976)  reveals  a  distinct  pattern  in  some  groups. 
The  combined  results  for  all  water  species  (figure  2),  which  comprise  Great  Crested 
Grebe,  Little  Grebe,  Mallard,  Tufted  Duck,  Greylag  Goose,  Canada  Goose, 


1970  1971  1972  1973  1974  1975  1976 


Figure  2  Aggregate  counts  for  water  species  1970-76 
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Mute  Swan,  Moorhen  and  Coot,  show  a  steady  increase  from  1970  to  1973,  after 
which  they  fluctuate.  Of  these,  Great  Crested  Grebe,  Coot  and  Canada  Goose 
continued  to  increase  until  1976,  in  common  with  the  national  trends,  and  it  will 
be  interesting  to  discover  the  saturation  point  for  these  species,  bearing  in  mind 
the  large  number  of  islands  suitable  for  nesting.  Annual  clearance  of  overhanging 
willow  branches  was  the  main  limiting  factor  in  preventing  the  Coot  population 
capitalizing  further  on  this  habitat. 


When  Great  Crested  Grebe  breeding  pairs  are  compared  for  each  of  the  three 
lakes,  it  emerges  that,  whilst  pairs  on  two  of  the  lakes  have  remained  fairly  stable, 
a  steady  increase  has  occurred  on  Springwell  Lake,  which  has  a  marked  paucity 
of  nest  sites. 


Springwell  Lake 
Stocker’s  West  Lake 
Stocker’s  Lake 


1970 

3 

3 

6 


1971 

5 
2 

6 


1972 

6 

2 

6 


1973 

7 
1 

8 


1974 

8 

3 

6 


1975 

7 

2 

11 


1976 

10 

1 

6 


This  lake,  although  shallower  than  Stocker’s  Lake,  has  only  one  main  group  of 
islands  and  four  overhanging  willows  among  which  Grebes  could  nest.  Occupied 
nests  have  been  seen  within  15  feet  of  each  other  on  the  central  string  of  islands 
and  pairs  in  this  area  are  constantly  involved  in  defence  of  the  nest  and  immediate 
territory.  Harrison  (1974)  describes  how  raft-nesting  Great  Crested  Grebes  have 
nested  successfully  three  feet  away  from  other  aggressive  species  such  as  Canada 
Goose,  and  also  states  that  non-breeding  Great  Crested  Grebes  hold  what  may  be 
called  ‘water  territories’.  The  growing  appeal  of  Springwell  Lake  in  the  face  of 
this  apparent  overcrowding  and  competition  may  be  due,  therefore,  to  increasing 
food  sources  in  the  comparatively  large  expanse  of  open  water.  The  exception  to 
the  trend  was  1975  when  the  population  on  Stocker’s  Lake  almost  doubled,  while 
that  on  Springwell  Lake  actually  dropped  by  one  pair.  The  most  likely  explanation 
again  seems  to  be  that  there  was  a  particularly  abundant  food  supply  that  year  in 
Stocker’s  Lake.  Certainly  the  1975  figures  suggest  that,  if  conditions  are  right, 
Stocker’s  Lake  is  capable  of  supporting  a  much  larger  breeding  population  of 
grebes  than  it  usually  does.  It  is  perhaps  not  coincidental  that  three  pairs  of 
Little  Grebe  also  nested  on  Stocker’s  Lake  in  1975,  and  a  record  estimated  total 
of  37  pairs  of  Tufted  Duck  were  present. 


Figure  3  Aggregate  counts  for  insectivorous  summer  migrants  1970-76 
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The  group  of  insectivorous  summer  migrants  (figure  3),  excluding  Reed  Warblers 
for  which  no  Common  Bird  Index  is  calculated,  comprises  Sedge  Warbler,  Black¬ 
cap,  Garden  Warbler,  Whitethroat,  Lesser  Whitethroat,  Willow  Warbler,  Chiffchaff 
and  Yellow  Wagtail.  As  a  group  there  is  evidence  of  a  steady  decline  from  1970 
to  1973,  after  which  it  has  increased  steadily,  almost  maintaining  the  high  1975 
level  in  1976,  which  was  a  very  poor  year  overall.  All  but  Garden  Warbler 
correspond  fairly  closely  with  the  CBC  Farmland  Index ;  the  establishment  of  this 
species  in  1974  and  its  steady  increase  since  then  in  the  study  area  suggest  that  there 
may  have  been  a  displacement  in  the  population  locally,  as  the  National  Index 
for  1974  (43)  was  the  lowest  since  the  monitoring  began  in  1962  and  less  than  half 
of  that  for  1970  (94).  The  recovery  of  Sedge  Warblers  to  26  pairs  in  1974  after 
the  low  level  of  14  pairs  in  1973  appears  to  have  been  quicker  than  shown  in  the 
National  Index  which  only  rose  from  38  to  41  in  these  years.  A  paper  is  currently 
in  preparation  which  will  contain  a  comparative  analysis  of  the  distribution  of  Reed 
and  Sedge  Warbler  territories  over  the  period  of  the  census  and  also  an  examination 
of  the  relationship  between  the  respective  population  levels. 


A  steady  decline  since  1971  is  indicated  for  hole-nesting  species  (figure  4), 
consisting  of  Stock  Dove,  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker,  Jackdaw,  Great  Tit,  Blue 
Tit,  Nuthatch,  Starling  and  Tree  Sparrow.  In  contrast  with  both  the  previous 
groups,  the  trend  is  not  reflected  in  the  National  Indices  (with  the  exception  of 
Tree  Sparrow);  both  species  of  Tit  have  declined  steadily  since  1973,  and  Starling 
since  1971,  suggesting  a  probable  decrease  in  available  nest  sites.  No  large-scale 
felling  has  taken  place,  but  it  is  thought  that  the  pre-season  ‘clean-up’  by  anglers, 
clearing  the  banks  of  odd  overhanging  willows,  may  be  taking  its  toll.  The 
predominance  of  Great  Tits  over  Blue  Tits  is  a  phenomenon  supported  by  ringing 
returns  at  Maple  Cross  Ringing  Station,  which  borders  the  study  area  on  its 
south-west  edge,  and  where  ringing  totals  for  1971-76  are  Blue  Tit  646  and  Great 
Tit  669.  Personal  observation  suggests  that  Great  Tits  have  a  greater  preference 
than  Blue  Tits  for  mature  willow  and  appear  to  have  the  upper  hand  when  com¬ 
peting  for  nest  sites. 


Figure  4  Aggregate  counts  for  hole-nesting  species  1970-76 


The  other  two  species  groups  (seed-eaters  and  other  residents)  do  not  fall  easily 
into  clear  patterns,  and  generally  do  not  seem  to  correspond  closely  with  the  CBC 
Indices.  The  fact  that  Robin,  Wren  and  Song  Thrush  have  not  maintained  their 
increases  of  the  first  four  or  five  years  might  suggest  that  higher  nestling  mortality 
in  the  cold  springs  of  1975  and  1976  may  have  been  a  factor  in  any  subsequent 
drop  in  numbers.  The  populations  of  Reed  Warbler,  Kingfisher  and  Collared  Dove 
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seem  to  be  going  from  strength  to  strength  in  accord  with  national  trends,  but 
declines  in  Greenfinch  and  Dunnock  do  not  appear  related  to  CBC  Indices.  The 
reasons  may  be  local  fluctuations,  changes  in  food  supply  or  simply  under- 
recording  on  census  visits;  Williamson  (1971)  found  that  for  Dunnock,  in  parti¬ 
cular,  the  number  of  territories  recorded  increased  with  the  number  of  visits. 

The  density  of  all  species  over  the  whole  study  area  is  between  55  and  66  pairs 
per  10  hectares.  This  falls  within  the  ranges  of  20  and  101  pairs  per  lOha  found  by 
Tydeman  and  Catchpole  (1975)  who  censused  ten  gravel  pits  of  varying  sizes  in 
1973-74.  The  variety  of  species  found  in  the  present  study  area  (between  40  and 
47)  is  however  well  above  that  found  by  Tydeman  and  Catchpole  (between  21 
and  35),  and  undoubtedly  reflects  a  wider  variety  of  habitats. 


WINTER  WILDFOWL  COUNTS 

Methods 

r 

Over  the  seven  winters  from  1970/71  to  1976/77  a  series  of  counts  was  made  of  the 
five  main  species  of  wildfowl  present  on  Stocker’s  Lake.  I  attempted  to  carry  out 
at  least  one  count  in  each  month  from  August  to  March,  with  a  maximum  of  four 
counts  in  any  one  month,  and  with  the  vast  majority  of  counts  being  made  in  the 
morning.  It  was  evident  that  the  numbers  of  diving-ducks  did  not  vary  a  great 
deal  from  one  day  to  another,  but  the  numbers  of  Mallard  and  Teal  were 
susceptible  to  marked  fluctuations.  This  was  largely  due  to  disturbance  at  other 
local  gravel  pits,  in  particular  at  the  Maple  Cross  Sewage  Works,  which  often 
caused  flocks  of  surface-feeding  ducks  to  fly  in  to  Stocker’s  Lake  for  sanctuary. 
In  addition,  on  the  few  occasions  when  Stocker’s  Lake  has  been  almost  completely 
frozen  exceptionally  high  counts  of  Mallard  were  made  only  to  be  followed  by 
exceptionally  low  ones  as  birds  moved  off  to  larger  waters.  It  was  therefore  decided 
to  use  a  monthly  mean  figure  for  Mallard  and  Teal,  while  the  use  of  maximum 
counts  was  considered  appropriate  for  Tufted  Duck,  Pochard  and  Goldeneye. 
The  results  are  presented  in  Table  2. 


Discussion 

If  monthly  counts  of  Mallard  were  to  be  plotted  on  a  graph,  they  would  show  an 
annual  pattern  of  a  horizontal  line,  rising  in  September  gradually  to  a  peak  in 
January  and  falling  steeply  to  the  horizontal  in  March.  Individual  winters  have 
varied  quite  considerably,  however,  with  1970/71  being  the  best  (maximum  of 
470  recorded  in  January)  and  1974/75  and  1975/76  the  lowest.  The  marked 
contrast  between  the  continuous  build-up  of  Mallard  and  the  sharp  increase  of 
Tufted  Duck  in  the  early  part  of  the  winter  suggests  that  the  site  may  be  attracting 
only  local  Mallard  from  September  onwards,  with  perhaps  influxes  from  further 
afield  later.  The  sudden  decrease  in  March  is  presumably  due  to  birds  dispersing 
to  their  breeding  areas. 

A  crude  form  of  comparison  between  the  data  in  Table  2a  (Mallard)  and  the 
National  Indices  published  by  the  Wildfowl  Trust  can  be  made  by  calculating  an 
annual  mean  from  the  monthly  means  for  September  to  March  (Table  3a).  The 
two  sets  of  figures  correlate  closely  for  at  least  the  first  three  winters,  after  which  a 
continuing  decline  in  the  Stocker’s  Lake  figures  until  1976/77  diverges  from  a 
steady  recovery  in  the  National  Index.  However,  within  the  National  Index  there 
can  often  be  great  variations  in  population  levels  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
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Table  2 


(a)  Mean  Monthly  Counts  for  Surface-feeding  Ducks  1970/71-1976/77 


MALLARD 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

1970/71 

30 

88 

163 

215 

255 

313 

183 

88 

1971/72 

30 

78 

130 

155 

193 

218 

221 

81 

1972/73 

54 

53 

62 

145 

138 

228 

189 

57 

1973/74 

— 

44 

90 

135 

164 

75 

140 

65 

1974/75 

— 

22 

83 

113 

120 

150* 

160 

58 

1975/76 

35 

60* 

96 

100* 

110 

140 

83 

43 

1976/77 

— 

120 

135 

90 

195 

250 

82 

40 

TEAL  1970/71 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

6 

12 

1 

1971/72 

0 

0 

9 

0 

8 

6 

6 

2 

1972/73 

1 

0 

1 

3 

25 

2 

47 

7 

1973/74 

— 

9 

31 

26 

43 

16 

28 

16 

1974/75 

— 

4 

6 

8 

11 

7 

0 

5 

1975/76 

0 

— 

8 

52 

12 

5 

0 

0 

1976/77 

— 

0 

50 

— 

38 

120 

50 

2 

(b)  Maximum  monthly  counts  for  Diving-ducks 

1970/71-1976/77 

TUFTED  DUCK 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

1970/71 

50 

55 

45 

120 

170 

160 

220 

150 

1971/72 

98 

68 

45 

115 

166 

215 

115 

100 

1972/73 

70 

55 

95 

120 

130 

120 

192 

130 

1973/74 

— 

45 

53 

77 

123 

100 

100 

110 

1974/75 

— 

45 

76 

160 

120 

80 

125 

90 

1975/76 

120 

80* 

62 

120* 

180 

150 

150 

130 

1976/77 

— 

35 

50 

85 

185 

188 

162 

95 

POCHARD  1970/71 

10 

3 

0 

3 

75 

40 

80 

45 

1971/72 

2 

2 

96 

37 

35 

125 

93 

6 

1972/73 

0 

0 

0 

4 

9 

7 

4 

10 

1973/74 

— 

4 

0 

12 

23 

10 

10 

3 

1974/75 

— 

0 

19 

193 

180 

50 

7 

2 

1975/76 

45 

— 

163 

120 

100 

100 

70 

7 

1976/77 

— 

20 

90 

40 

50 

30 

35 

30 

GOLDENEYE  1970/71 

0 

0 

0 

3 

13 

11 

8 

5 

1971/72 

0 

0 

1 

8 

10 

14 

12 

12 

1972/73 

0 

0 

0 

4 

9 

7 

4 

3 

1973/74 

— 

0 

0 

7 

10 

11 

9 

7 

1974/75 

— 

0 

4 

8 

14 

10 

9 

8 

1975/76 

0 

— 

2 

5 

7 

9 

11 

12 

1976/77 

— 

0 

2 

7 

5 

9 

11 

12 

•  figures  estimated  by  interpolation 


no  count  made 
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In  his  analysis  of  twenty-five  years  of  duck  counts  in  the  London  area,  Homes 
(1974)  has  shown  that  numbers  in  the  London  area  are  much  higher  in  hard  winters 
than  elsewhere  in  the  country  and  in  many  years  often  contrasted  sharply  with  the 
National  Indices.  He  suggests  that  in  hard  weather  Mallard  move  south  and  west 
and  that  in  milder  winters  birds  do  not  move  so  far,  although  the  overall  National 
Index  may  be  high.  Certainly  the  failure  of  numbers  of  Mallard  at  Stocker’s  Lake 
to  rise  much  beyond  their  autumn  levels  in  the  winters  of  1973/74,  1974/75  and 
1975/76  does  correspond  with  exceptionally  mild  winters,  and  the  higher  numbers 
throughout  1970/71,  1971/72  and  in  December/January  1976/77  correlate  with 
much  colder  weather  in  the  whole  country. 

For  Teal  no  regular  pattern  emerges  and  numbers  seem  to  vary  greatly  between 
years,  months  and  even  on  successive  days.  This  may  be  partly  due  to  the 
difficulty  of  accurately  counting  this  species  since  it  spends  the  majority  of  the 
daytime  feeding  between  the  overgrown  islands  in  the  middle  of  the  lake.  There  is 
no  correlation  with  National  Indices,  and  numbers  are  too  small  for  any  valid 
comparison. 

For  Tufted  Duck,  five  out  of  seven  winters  show  double  peaks.  The  first  peak 
appears  to  occur  in  November/December  and  the  second  in  February/March. 
The  evidence  suggests  that  a  proportion  of  migrant  Tufted  Ducks  use  Stocker’s 
Lake  on  their  way  south  or  west  in  the  first  part  of  the  winter  and  either  the  same 
birds  are  stopping  off  on  their  way  back  or  the  local  population  is  being  augmented 
by  further  immigrants.  There  are  also  indications,  particularly  in  1975,  of  a 
moulting  flock  gathering  in  July  and  August  which  disperses  before  the  main 
winter  influxes  begin.  It  is  not  known  what  the  constitution  of  the  moulting  flock 
is  but  Harrison  (1974)  found  that  between  70%  and  87%  of  the  moulting  flock  at 
the  Sevenoaks  G.P.  Reserve  in  Kent  were  adult  males.  The  ample  cover  available 
on  the  Lake  may  prove  attractive  to  this  species  when  it  is  temporarily  flightless 
during  this  period ;  this  certainly  seems  to  be  the  major  factor  in  the  high  breeding 
population  present.  The  late  winter/early  spring  decline  is  again  fairly  sudden, 
as  with  Mallard. 

A  comparison  between  an  overall  annual  mean  of  monthly  maxima  and  the 
National  Indices  reveals  a  limited  degree  of  correlation  (Table  3b).  The  two  sets 
of  figures  show  a  similar  overall  trend  over  three  winters,  although  the  size  of  the 
respective  increases  and  decreases  differ.  A  comparison  with  the  Wildfowl  Trust’s 
monthly  indices  suggests  a  closer  correlation  in  the  first  part  of  the  winter 
(September-December)  than  in  the  second  (January-March);  the  high  numbers  at 
Stocker’s  Lake  in  November  1974  in  particular  correlate  with  an  exceptionally  high 
National  Index  (183)  for  this  period.  As  with  Mallard,  the  low  mid-winter  figures 
for  the  winters  1973/74  and  1974/75  contrast  with  the  National  Indices  and  suggest 
that  there  was  no  further  influx  after  the  autumn  migrants  passed  through.  The 
highest  counts  are  again  mainly  in  1970/71,  1971/72  and  December/ January 
1976/77,  the  periods  of  coldest  weather. 

Pochard  numbers  appear  to  be  irregular  from  one  winter  to  the  next.  The  first 
two  winters  1970/71  and  1971/72  indicate  a  pattern  similar  to  the  Tufted  Duck 
with  a  double  peak.  The  next  two  show  only  a  handful  of  birds  present;  the 
1974/75  winter  has  a  peak  in  December  while  the  last  two  winters  indicate  influxes 
in  October  which  gradually  dwindle  through  the  rest  of  the  winter  months.  It  has 
been  noted  in  the  London  Bird  Report  for  1972  that  no  trend  is  apparent  in  the 
London  Area,  and  certainly  at  Stocker’s  Lake  there  seems  to  be  no  correlation 
with  National  Indices  or  with  particular  weather  conditions.  It  seems  likely, 
therefore,  that,  as  with  Teal,  this  species’  local  movements  depend  on  specialist 
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Table  3 

(a)  Comparison  of  Annual  Mean  Counts  of  Mallard  at  Stocker’s  Lake  with 
National  Indices 


Year 

Annual  Mean 

( calculated  from  monthly  means ) 

National  Index * 

1970/71 

186 

118 

1971/72 

154 

102 

1972/73 

125 

87 

1973/74 

102 

93 

1974/75 

101 

98 

1975/76 

90 

102 

1976/77 

131 

103 

Comparison  of  Annual 
National  Indices 

Mean  Counts  of  Tufted  Duck  at  Stocker’s  Lake  wi 

Year 

Annual  Mean 

(< calculated  from  monthly  maxima) 

National  Index* 

1970/71 

131 

126 

1971/72 

118 

124 

1972/73 

120 

134 

1973/74 

87 

125 

1974/75 

99 

136 

1975/76 

122 

137 

1976/77 

114 

105 

*  The  National  Indices  are  calculated  by  taking  a  ‘priority  sample’  from  a  number  of  sites  of  major 
importance  for  wildfowl  throughout  England,  Scotland  and  Wales  and  relating  the  total  to  an  index 
in  which  the  winter  1959/60  is  taken  to  be  100. 


feeding  requirements  and  any  significant  population  trends  are  only  likely  to  be 
discernible  on  a  national  scale.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a  small  flock  of 
moulting  birds  was  present  in  August  1975,  when  there  was  an  unusually  large 
gathering  of  moulting  Tufted  Ducks. 

A  regular  flock  of  Goldeneye  builds  up  from  October  each  year,  reaching  full 
capacity  in  December  and  remaining  at  very  nearly  the  same  level  for  the  remainder 
of  the  winter  until  the  species  disperses  in  late  March.  For  a  small  area  of  water 
the  number  of  Goldeneye  is  high,  being  similar  to  Wraysbury  gravel  pits  and 
indicating  the  high  density  of  vertebrate  life  that  a  secluded  and  well-established 
gravel  pit  of  this  kind  can  support.  The  earliest  date  was  October  18th,  1971,  and 
the  latest  May  7th,  1977. 


OTHER  SPECIES 

A  number  of  other  species  have  been  recorded  using  Stocker’s  and  Springwell 
Lakes  and  the  surrounding  cover  for  either  resting  or  feeding.  In  the  diving-duck 
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group  are  frequent  records  of  up  to  ten  Goosanders.  A  solitary  Red-breasted 
Merganser  was  present  for  a  day  in  December  1969,  coinciding  with  a  pair  of 
Scaup,  which  stayed  for  about  two  weeks.  In  February  and  March  1976  a  female 
Smew  was  present,  and  another  female  occurred  in  January  and  February  1977, 
suggesting  that  perhaps  the  same  individual  was  involved.  Up  to  three  male  and 
one  female  Red-crested  Pochards  were  present  throughout  the  period  November 
1969  to  May  1973,  and  single  records  of  Ruddy  Duck  have  occurred  in  1975, 1976 
and  1977.  A  Slavonian  Grebe  was  present  in  February  and  March  1974,  and  two 
Common  Scoters  put  in  a  brief  appearance  after  a  thunderstorm  in  June  1973. 

Of  the  surface-feeders,  Gadwall  occurred  in  every  winter  except  1972/73,  but  with 
never  more  than  four  at  any  time,  and  Wigeon  in  every  winter  except  1973/74  and 
1974/75,  with  a  maximum  of  13  in  January  1976.  Pintail  have  been  recorded  on 
three  occasions,  Shelduck  on  ten  and  Garganey  once. 

Prior  to  1975,  there  had  never  been  more  than  five  records  in  a  winter  of  Shoveler, 
and  the  maximum  number  on  any  occasion  was  seven;  in  the  1975/76  winter  up  to 
60  Shoveler  were  present  from  August  to  April  and  observations  at  Tring 
reservoirs  also  indicate  that  a  significant  change  has  occurred  in  the  wintering 
status  of  this  species.  Homes  (1974)  reports  a  dramatic  increase  in  wintering 
numbers  of  Shoveler  in  the  London  Area  dating  from  about  1969/70  but  the 
population  appeared  to  level  off  after  the  1972/73  winter.  It  is  not  known  whether 
the  latest  increase  is  part  of  a  further  expansion  in  the  London  Area,  nationally, 
or  whether  it  is  a  redistribution  of  birds  following  the  increases  of  the  early  1970s. 
In  the  1976/77  winter  the  increase  was  continued  with  a  maximum  of  103  recorded 
in  January  1977,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  at  what  level  the  winter  population 
stabilizes ;  the  presence  of  a  few  birds  in  summer  has  occurred  in  most  years  and  it 
seems  likely  that  this  may  well  prove  to  be  a  breeding  species  at  Stocker’s  Lake 
in  the  near  future. 

Other  water  species  using  the  site  are  Mute  Swan  (maximum  42  in  March  1975) 
and  Canada  Goose  (maximum  140  in  October  1975).  Two  Whooper  Swans 
dropped  in  on  Christmas  Day  1970  when  there  was  an  influx  throughout  South¬ 
east  England.  Records  of  Barnacle  Goose  and  one  of  the  Lesser  White-fronted 
Goose  refer  to  escapes. 

Of  the  wader  group,  Lapwing  and  Snipe  have  been  recorded  most  frequently. 
Ringed  Plover,  Green  Sandpiper,  Common  Sandpiper,  Redshank,  Greenshank 
and  Dunlin  have  also  been  seen  on  passage,  while  the  use  of  Stocker’s  Lake  as  a 
regular  roosting  site  for  up  to  12  Ruff  in  February  1976  was  unprecedented.  Other 
species  recorded  include  Black  Tern  (two  records),  Sandwich  Tern  (two  records), 
Little  Gull  (one  record)  and  a  Night  Heron  on  September  6th,  1970,  which  was 
accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  Also  on  passage,  White  Wagtails 
and  Wheatears  are  seen  regularly  in  spring  on  the  grassy  banks  round  Stocker’s 
Lake  and  the  same  spot  held  two  Ring  Ouzels  in  April  1977.  Grasshopper  Warblers 
have  been  recorded  singing  on  three  occasions  in  the  reed  bed  at  the  end  of  Spring- 
well  Lake,  and  once  on  Stocker’s  Lake  in  September.  A  Marsh  Warbler  sang  for 
several  days  in  June  1976  at  Stocker’s  Lake  and  may  have  been  on  passage. 

It  is  the  breeding  and  wintering  populations,  however,  rather  than  the  occasional 
migrants  which  are  characteristic  of  the  site.  In  winter  up  to  three  Cormorants 
are  regularly  seen  on  Stocker’s  Lake,  using  the  remains  of  a  partly  submerged 
barge  as  their  ‘drying’  posts.  The  handful  of  Water  Rails  seen  annually  favour 
the  flooded  alder  and  willow  copses,  but  are  almost  certainly  under-recorded.  Up 
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to  370  Coot  have  been  counted  in  mid- winter  grazing  on  the  grassy  banks  around 
Stocker’s  Lake,  and  are  usually  accompanied  by  up  to  60  Moorhens.  Kingfishers 
are  plentiful  in  winter,  too,  and  personal  observation  suggests  that  they  may  hold 
territories  all  year  round.  They  are  most  conspicuous  when  displaying  in  the 
early  spring  and  11  separate  sightings  were  made  on  one  visit  in  April  1973. 
Bearded  Tits  are  uncommon  visitors  (two  records  of  one  each),  but  up  to  four 
Water  Pipits  are  a  regular  occurrence  and  are  to  be  seen  on  the  watercress  beds 
between  October  and  April.  They  tend  to  be  territorially  aggressive  and  one 
watercress  bed  does  not  usually  hold  more  than  one  or  two  birds;  in  the  early 
spring  they  are  sometimes  seen  on  the  gravel  islands  on  Stocker’s  West  Lake, 
occasionally  with  the  characteristic  pink  flush  on  the  breast.  Finches  are  not 
numerous  in  winter,  there  being  few  suitable  seeds  for  them;  three  Bramblings 
were  seen  feeding  beneath  mature  willow  trees  on  April  28th,  1974,  in  company 
with  a  few  Chaffinches,  but  they  are  not  a  regular  occurrence.  Hawfinches  have 
been  seen  flying  over  on  two  occasions.  The  mature  alder  is  very  attractive  to 
Siskins  and  Redpolls  in  winter,  with  up  to  60  of  the  former  and  30  of  the  latter 
usually  present;  the  exception  was  in  the  1976/77  winter  when  Siskins  were  com¬ 
pletely  absent  and  were  replaced  by  Goldfinches.  Roaming  parties  of  tits  and 
Treecreepers  also  forage  the  alder  and  willow  copses,  often  keeping  loose  contact 
with  the  Siskins  and  Redpolls.  In  late  autumn  and  winter  Redwings  are  often 
very  numerous  and  favour  young  willow  carr  and  hawthorn  scrub,  while  Fieldfares 
tend  to  keep  more  to  the  open  fields  nearby.  Great  Grey  Shrikes  are  a  speciality 
of  the  general  area,  with  up  to  three  individuals  wintering  annually  in  the  Colne 
Valley  and  seen  occasionally  in  the  study  area.  One  or  two  Stonechats  have 
recently  taken  to  wintering  on  Stocker’s  Lake.  Birds-of-prey  are  poorly  rep¬ 
resented,  the  only  species  other  than  Kestrel  being  a  Hobby  in  June  1974. 

A  number  of  species  roost  communally  in  the  study  area  each  winter  besides  the 
wildfowl  population.  Notable  among  these  are  up  to  100  Reed  Buntings  in  the 
reed  patches,  up  to  40  Collared  Doves  in  a  group  of  hawthorn  bushes,  and  several 
hundred  Fieldfares  and  Redwings  in  the  willow  scrub  on  the  islands.  In  autumn, 
as  many  as  500  Lapwings  have  been  seen  coming  in  to  roost  on  the  bare  shingle 
islands  of  Stocker’s  Lake. 
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SUMMARY 

The  results  of  a  Common  Bird  Census  carried  out  between  1970  and  1976  of 
Stocker’s  and  Springwell  Lakes  situated  on  the  Hertfordshire/Middlesex  border 
are  presented,  and  trends  compared  with  National  Indices.  A  brief  description 
of  the  area  is  given,  and  the  possible  reasons  for  changes  in  bird  populations  are 
discussed.  Winter  duck  counts  for  five  species  are  tabulated,  and  comparison  is 
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made  with  National  Indices ;  reasons  are  offered  for  their  divergence  or  correlation. 
Finally,  a  summary  of  the  other  species  to  use  the  site  is  given,  both  in  winter  and 
on  passage. 
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Some  Observations  on  Goldeneyes 
in  West  Middlesex 

P.  J.  Oliver 


The  increase  of  Goldeneyes  Bucephala  clangula  in  the  London  Area,  as  revealed 
by  the  winter  wildfowl  counts  over  the  25  seasons  to  1971/72,  has  been  documented 
by  Homes  (1976).  A  significant  proportion  of  the  winter  population  in  London 
occurs  in  West  Middlesex,  especially  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  where  in  most 
seasons  the  maximum  count  has  represented  between  a  quarter  and  a  third  of  the 
total  for  all  the  census  waters.  This  paper  examines  data  for  that  locality  in  rather 
more  detail  and  presents  some  information  on  sex  ratios  and  habits.  Figures  are 
also  given  for  King  George  VI  and  Staines  Reservoirs  where  appropriate,  though 
the  records  that  are  available  do  not  always  distinguish  between  the  two  localities 
and  restricted  access  to  King  George  VI  Reservoir  has  resulted  in  substantial 
gaps  in  data. 


Information  on  sex  ratios  and  habits  is  based  on  personal  observations  by  the 
author;  remaining  data,  unless  otherwise  stated,  are  based  upon  the  London 
Natural  History  Society’s  record  cards  which  incorporate  details  of  the  monthly 
wildfowl  counts.  Analysis  has  been  restricted  to  the  last  15  seasons  (1963/64  to 
1977/78)  as  earlier  data  tend  to  be  somewhat  sketchy.  As  there  have  been  no 
exceptionally  hard  winters  in  that  period,  distortions  between  seasons  (because 
of  hard- weather  movements)  are  probably  minimal. 


Monthly  maximum  counts  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir,  averaged  over  separate 
five-year  periods,  are  depicted  in  Figure  1 .  This  clearly  demonstrates  not  only  an 
increase  in  each  five-year  period  (i.e.  1963/64  to  1967/68,  1969/69  to  1972/73  and 
1973/74  to  1977/78)  but  also  the  fact  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  April  counts  for 
the  latest  period,  the  increase  has  been  broadly  consistent  throughout  the  winter 
and  not  merely  limited  to  short-term  peaks.  The  pattern  of  occurrence,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  latest  period,  is  of  a  rapid  build-up  in  November  and  December  to 
a  mid-winter  plateau,  followed  by  a  further  increase  in  March,  presumably 
reflecting  return  passage  of  birds  that  have  wintered  elsewhere.  At  Staines 
Reservoir,  however,  the  spring  peak  has  in  some  years  not  occurred  until  the  first 
ten  days  of  April  and  this  was  particularly  marked  in  1977  when  between  70  and 
80  were  present  on  April  3rd  and  9th,  compared  with  a  maximum  of  only  46  in 
March.  Numbers  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  and  Wraysbury  Gravel  Pits  were 
already  well  reduced  by  early  April  1977,  but  there  is  no  evidence  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  increase  at  Staines  was  from  birds  moving  from  the  adjacent  waters.  The 
pattern  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  varies  slightly  from  that  for  England  and  Wales 
described  by  Nilsson  (1969),  who  demonstrated  a  steady  increase  throughout  the 
winter  (i.e.  without  a  mid-winter  plateau)  but  with  the  same  peak  in  February/ 
March.  The  same  author  suggested  that  Goldeneyes  wintering  in  England  and 
Wales  came  from  Scandinavia  rather  than  farther  east,  but  there  appears  to  be  no 
evidence  of  where  birds  visiting  Britain  in  Spring  may  have  spent  the  winter 
( Atkinson- Willes,  1963). 
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Nov  Dec  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr 

Figure  1  Mean  monthly  maximum  counts  of  Goldeneyes  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir. 


The  dates  of  first  arrival  and  last  departure  have  been  examined  for  Queen  Mary, 
Staines  and  King  George  VI  Reservoirs  combined  and  are  shown  below.  The 
combining  of  data  is  thought  reasonable  since  in  years  when  dates  are  available  for 
more  than  one  site  there  is  a  close  similarity. 


First  arrival 
Last  departure 


Earliest 
Oct.  6th 
Apr.  19th 


Latest 
Oct.  30th 
May  14th 


Average 
Oct.  20th 
Apr.  29th 


These  dates  take  no  account  of  isolated  occurrences  outside  the  normal  period 
of  winter  residence.  Thus  there  have  been  records  of  one  or  two  ‘brownheads’ 
in  July  in  three  years  (earliest  July  4th,  1975),  in  August  in  three  years  and  in 
September  in  two  years,  while  in  the  early  summer  ‘brownheads’  have  stayed  until 
June  (latest  June  24th,  1973)  in  three  years. 

The  ratio  of  sexes  has  been  noted  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  since  1972/73, 
at  Staines  Reservoir  sporadically  since  1973/74  and  at  Wraysbury  Gravel  Pits  in 
1976/77  and  1977/78  only.  Sex  ratio  counts  have  not  been  made  in  every  month 
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and  in  order  to  provide  a  sufficient  sample,  data  for  all  seasons  have  been  lumped 
together  and  are  summarized  by  month  in  Table  1 . 


Table  1  Mean  monthly  percentages  of  adult  drake  Goldeneyes  in  West  Middlesex. 


Queen  Mary 

Staines  Reservoir 

Reservoir 

and  Wraysbury 
Gravel  Pits 

November 

5% 

33% 

December 

10% 

42% 

January 

11% 

30% 

February 

22% 

36% 

March 

20% 

31% 

April 

15% 

20% 

The  data  for  Staines  Reservoir  and  Wraysbury  Gravel  Pits  (which  show  similar 
ratios)  are  combined,  but  those  for  Queen  Mary  Reservoir,  where  in  each  month 
there  has  been  a  significantly  lower  proportion  of  adult  drakes,  are  shown 
separately.  The  table  reveals  that  at  all  localities  ‘brownheads’  always  outnumber 
adult  drakes,  but,  while  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  there  is  a  steady  increase  in  the 
proportion  of  adult  drakes  from  November  to  March,  there  is  a  consistently  higher 
and  generally  more  constant  proportion  of  adult  drakes  at  the  other  two  localities. 
At  Abberton  Reservoir  in  Essex,  Linsell  (1969)  found  that  in  March  and  April 
the  mean  proportion  of  adult  drakes  in  three  years  was  13%,  17%  and  15%,  or 
rather  less  than  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir. 

The  disparity  between  the  Goldeneye  sexes  is  well  known;  according  to  Cramp 
and  Simmons  (1977)  adult  males  predominate  only  in  the  north  of  Europe,  being 
elsewhere  greatly  in  the  minority.  Variations  in  the  sex  ratio  between  nearby 
localities  have  also  previously  been  recorded.  In  the  Firth  of  Forth,  Campbell 
(1977)  found  the  proportions  of  adult  drakes  at  three  different  sewer  outfalls  were 
70.8%,  51.4%  and  14.2%.  He  suggested  the  reasons  lay  in  the  differences  in 
tolerance  towards  such  factors  as  shelter  and  disturbance,  females  and  immatures 
being  more  susceptible  to  differences  in  the  degree  of  shelter.  These  reasons  can 
hardly  apply  in  West  Middlesex  where  the  conditions  at  Staines  and  Queen  Mary 
Reservoirs  appear  closely  similar.  At  the  more  sheltered  Wraysbury  Gravel  Pits 
one  might  expect  a  lower  proportion  of  adult  drakes  than  at  Queen  Mary  Reser¬ 
voir,  but  the  reverse  is  true. 


HABITS 

Goldeneyes  are  very  active  ducks  and  at  the  London  reservoirs  are  frequently  to 
be  seen  feeding  usually  close  to  the  banks,  where  presumably  the  water  is  of  a 
suitable  depth  to  enable  them  to  reach  the  bottom  where  they  find  their  food 
(Cramp  &  Simmons,  op.  cit.).  Feeding  dives  have  been  timed  at  Queen  Mary 
Reservoir  and  they  average  26  seconds  for  drakes  and  25  seconds  for  ducks,  with  a 
combined  range  of  17  to  31  seconds. 

The  longer  dives  usually  occur  farther  from  the  bank  where  the  water  is  deeper. 
These  timings  are  consistent  with  published  data,  but,  whereas  Cramp  &  Simmons 
(op.  cit.)  state  that  drakes  have  a  significantly  superior  diving  capacity,  there  is  no 
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evidence  for  this  in  their  behaviour  at  Queen  Mary  Reservoir.  Typically,  Golden¬ 
eyes  feed  in  pairs  or  small  parties  and  dives  are  often  made  nearly  simultaneously 
by  several  or  all  of  the  birds  in  a  party. 

As  every  birdwatcher  who  has  walked  round  Queen  Mary  Reservoir  knows, 
Goldeneyes  are  nervous  as  well  as  active  ducks,  and  whereas,  on  the  approach  of 
a  human,  Tufted  Ducks  Ay  thy  a  fuligula  will  merely  swim  away  from  the  bank, 
Goldeneyes  will  nearly  always  fly  off  to  another  part  of  the  reservoir  when 
approached  closer  than  about  200  yards. 

Goldeneyes  commence  pair-formation  in  their  winter  quarters  (Cramp  & 
Simmons,  op.  cit.).  After  the  New  Year,  displaying  parties  of  a  few  drakes  with 
rather  more  ducks  are  a  common  sight  (Homes  et  al.,  1957).  Typical  displays 
seen  in  the  drakes  ar.e:  (1)  throwing  back  the  head  until  it  touches  the  mantle; 
(2)  stretching  the  neck  vertically,  with  the  bill  at  45°;  and  (3)  back-kicking  strongly 
with  the  feet  to  produce  spurts  of  water  behind,  often  immediately  following  a 
head-throw.  When  pairs  (rather  than  parties)  are  displaying,  they  often  dive 
together,  though  farther  from  the  edge  and  thus  in  deeper  water  than  when  feeding ; 
but  typically  the  dives  are  somewhat  shorter  in  duration.  Displays  preceding 
mating  (when  the  duck  lays  horizontally  in  the  water  with  her  neck  nearly  awash), 
may  be  seen  from  time  to  time,  and  occasionally  mating  has  been  observed,  once 
as  early  as  December  27th. 
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Black  Tern  Movement 
of  Sept.  15th,  1974 

A.  R.  J.  Paine 


On  Sept.  15th,  1974,  a  very  large  movement  of  Black  Terns  Chlidonias  niger  was 
recorded  in  the  London  Area.  High  counts  were  made  in  a  number  of  localities, 
and  evidence  was  obtained  of  birds  arriving  and  passing  through.  Subsequent 
investigation  found  that  the  passage  was  not  confined  solely  to  the  London  Area, 
but  large  counts  had  been  recorded  in  other  parts  of  Buckinghamshire,  Essex, 
Hertfordshire,  Kent  and  Surrey  on  the  same  day,  as  well  as  farther  afield  in 
Berkshire,  Gloucestershire,  Hampshire,  Leicestershire,  Oxfordshire,  Somerset, 
Staffordshire,  Sussex  and  Warwickshire. 

RECORDS  IN  THE  LONDON  AREA 

Fortunately  Sept.  15th  was  a  Sunday.  It  was  also  the  first  day  of  the  winter 
National  Wildfowl  Counts.  As  a  result,  there  were  many  observers  in  the  field  who 
were  able  to  witness  and  record  the  movement.  Moreover,  figures  from  con¬ 
tinuously  watched  localities,  such  as  Staines  Reservoir,  were  able  to  show  that  the 
passage  was  limited  to  this  one  day  and  was  not  the  result  of  a  build-up  of  normal 
migrants. 

Counts  for  the  London  Area,  which  are  tabulated  below,  were  all  obtained 
between  0900  and  1300  hrs.,  with  the  exception  of  Walton  Reservoir  where  a  flock 
was  recorded  passing  through  during  the  afternoon.  Observer-coverage  was 
sufficient  to  ensure  that  little  or  no  duplication  occurred,  though  inevitably  some 
smaller  sites  may  have  gone  unrecorded. 


County 

Site 

Count 

Total 

M 

King  George  VI  Res. 

58 

Staines  Res. 

182 

Queen  Mary  Res. 

50 

Wraysbury  Res. 

138 

Harefield  Moor  G.P. 

45 

473 

S 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

6 

Island  Barn  Res. 

1 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. 

20 

Walton  Res. 

73 

100 

H 

Rye  Meads 

49 

Royal  Oak  G.P. 

7 

Cheshunt  G.P. 

3 

59 

E 

Walthamstow  Res. 

3 

3 

Grand  total  635 
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Figure  1  Weather  pattern  over  Britain  and  Europe  on  the  morning  of  Sept.  15th, 
1974.  High  pressure  is  centred  on  Finland.  Widespread  fog  and  thick  mist  covering 
much  of  the  Continent  is  slow  to  clear.  A  front  in  the  west  is  moving  eastwards, 
bringing  rain  to  south-east  England  by  afternoon. 

The  extraordinary  high  total  of  635  for  the  London  Area  clearly  demonstrates  the 
size  of  the  movement  through  central  and  southern  England.  Counts  just  outside 
the  London  Area  were  equally  impressive,  with  33  at  Tring  Reservoirs  in  Hertford¬ 
shire,  62  at  Papercourt  G.P.  in  Surrey  and  103  at  Bough  Beech  Reservoir  in  Kent. 
The  birds’  presence  at  the  latter  site  suggests  that  passage  must  have  followed  the 
course  of  the  Darent  Valley,  though,  owing  to  insufficient  observer-coverage  at 
Sevenoaks  G.P.  that  day,  it  was  unrecorded. 

Evidence  of  the  direction  of  the  movement  was  obtained  at  Wraysbury  Reservoir, 
where  a  total  of  75  was  seen  arriving  from  the  north  at  lunchtime  and  a  flock  of  36 
was  observed  to  fly  straight  through  from  north  to  south. 

DISCUSSION 

In  the  early  part  of  September,  Black  Terns  were  perhaps  more  widespread  than 
normal  in  south-east  England,  but  the  numbers  were  not  exceptional  and  the 
birds’  presence  at  unusual  sites,  such  as  sewage  farms,  may  have  been  the  result  of 
disorientation.  An  examination  of  the  European  and  Atlantic  weather  maps  from 
Sept.  1st  (compiled  every  six  hours  by  the  Meteorological  Office)  discloses  no 
evidence  to  account  for  any  substantial  increase.  The  first  week  was  dominated 
by  a  cyclonic  south-westerly  airstream  over  the  British  Isles,  with  very  heavy 
rainfall  and  severe  gales.  From  Sept.  8th,  however,  a  marked  change  in  the  weather 
took  place,  as  high  pressure  developed  over  France  and  extended  north-eastwards 
over  the  Continent.  This  brought  drier  conditions  to  Britain,  but  much  of  Europe 
was  affected  by  variable  cloud-cover  and,  later,  by  fog. 
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With  high  pressure  intensifying  and  centred  over  Finland,  it  is  possible  that 
large  numbers  of  Black  Terns  were  drawn  into  the  Baltic  through  a  fine  corridor 
from  Russia.  A  subsequent  exodus  could  have  occurred  on  the  night  of  Sept.  14th. 
Weather  maps  from  midnight  on  14th  to  noon  on  15th  show  extensive  fog  over 
much  of  the  Continental  mainland,  and  the  movement  may  have  been  diverted 
westwards  over  England  (see  fig.  1).  However,  whereas  it  is  possible  to  formulate 
a  hypothesis,  direct  evidence  to  account  for  such  an  ephemeral  movement  is 
generally  lacking. 
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Additions  and  Corrections 
to  previous  London  Bird  Reports 

LBR:  32  1967 

256  Alpine  Swift 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  June  18th  (P.  R.  Colston). 

This  old  record,  first  published  in  the  Surrey  Bird  Report  and  in  Birds  in 
Surrey  1900-70,  has  now  been  accepted  retrospectively  by  British  Birds 
Rarities  Committee. 


LBR:  40  1975 

119  Crane 

M  Correction  The  published  record  of  one  in  flight  over  Alexandra  Palace 
on  July  19th  should  be  deleted.  Acceptance  was  notified  in  error.  In  fact 
British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  rejected  the  record  on  the  grounds  that 
the  description  favoured  an  escaped  Sarus  Crane  Grus  antigone. 

This  correction  also  affects  line  7  of  the  ‘Review  of  the  Year’  on  page  5, 
where  all  reference  to  Crane  should  be  removed. 

151  Whimbrel 

M  London  Airport,  two  on  Apr.  29th  (J.  A.  Sayers). 

189  Stone  Curlew 

M  London  Airport,  one  on  Apr.  29th  and  another  on  June  13th  (J.  A.  Sayers). 

271  Woodlark 

M  Alexandra  Park,  three  on  Dec.  18th  and  20th  (nb),  were  also  seen  in  early 
1976  (see  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  41). 

LBR:  41  1976 

Correction  Page  79,  ‘Scarce  Migrants  in  the  London  Area,  1955-74". 
Common  Scoter:  the  flock  of  27  was  in  July  1964,  not  April  1958. 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  4th  (bls). 

9  Little  Grebe 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  three  pairs  bred  (bls). 

52  Pintail 

Numbers  on  the  Lower  Thames  remained  at  a  relatively  low  level  again 
throughout  1976,  as  summarized  below.  Summer  records  and  Inner 
London  occurrences  are  given  in  full;  otherwise,  records  of  up  to  eight  birds 
were  received  from  eight  localities. 

E  William  Girling  Res.,  a  female  in  June  and  July  (pjv,jf). 
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M  Inner  London:  a  pair  on  the  Round  Pond,  Kensington  Gardens,  on 
Sept.  8th  (dab). 

K  Once  again,  records  for  the  Lower  Thames  came  mainly  from  Rainham, 
where  maximum  counts  were  as  follows : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Oct  Nov  Dec 

15  100  16  30  30  100 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  a  female  on  Sept.  6th  (rea). 

91  Buzzard 

M  Kempton  Park,  one  on  Sept.  3rd  flew  off  south-eastwards  (jpwr). 

115  Red-legged  Partridge 

M  Highgate  Village,  one  flew  over  in  early  August  (dm). 

118  Pheasant 

M  Correction  The  Alexandra  Park  records  were  the  first  since  1972. 

127  Moorhen 

S  Correction  Delete  the  record  of  190  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Aug.  3rd, 
as  this  refers  to  Coot. 

155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

M  London  Airport,  five  stayed  for  three  hours  on  Apr.  30th  (J.  A.  Sayers). 

162  Spotted  Redshank 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  first  seen  Sept.  14th  (bn«),  a  day  earlier  than  stated. 

169  Knot 

K  Thames  at  Woolwich  Arsenal,  singles  on  Feb.  3rd  and  7th  (pjs«,jfw)  and 
eight  flying  down  river  on  Nov.  24th  (jfw). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

M  Alexandra  Park,  two  flying  NE  on  Aug.  6th  (nb). 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

K  Shoreham,  one  flushed  from  pine  plantation  on  Jan.  7th  (P.  English). 

255  Swift 

K  Bromley,  one  picked  up  dying  on  July  26th,  1976,  had  been  originally 
ringed  as  an  adult  at  Elmers  End  on  Aug.  10th,  1962  (drg),  making  it  at 
least  16  years  old  (adult  plumage  being  reached  in  the  third  year).  This 
evidence  of  longevity,  confirmed  by  the  BTO,  makes  it  probably  the  oldest 
Swift  ever  recovered  in  Britain. 

256  Alpine  Swift 

Correction  The  record  of  one  at  Gravesend  on  Oct.  23rd  should  be  deleted. 
This  was  incorrectly  notified  by  British  Birds  and  had  in  fact  been  rejected. 
The  correction  also  affects  line  6  of  ‘Review  of  the  Year’  on  page  5. 
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304  Redwing 

M  Osterley  Park,  one  ringed  on  Feb.  15th  was  recovered  at  Outokumpu,  * 
Finland  (220  miles  NE  of  Helsinki),  on  July  16th  (dgh). 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  on  Apr.  19th  (bn«). 

308  Blackbird 

M  Kempton  Park,  a  female  ringed  on  Oct.  4th,  1975,  was  recovered  in 
Bricquebec,  France  (13  miles  S  of  Cherbourg),  on  Dec.  19th,  1976  (hrg). 

320  Redstart 

M  South  Highgate,  a  female  on  Apr.  11th  (dm). 

334  Marsh  Warbler 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  in  full  song  on  June  28th,  but  not  seen  or  heard 
subsequently  (rrd). 

357  Wood  Warbler 

K  Correction  Delete  initials  p Gn  from  the  Petts  Wood  records. 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

M  Inner  London:  present  at  Camden  Lock  in  late  May  and  early  June;  maxi¬ 
mum  three  adults  on  June  1st,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (dm). 


Notes  for  Contributors 


The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the 
ornithology  of  the  London  Area,  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on  the 
acceptability  of  material  at  draft  stage  if  desired. 

Manuscripts  All  texts  must  be  typewritten,  double-spaced  on  A4  paper,  using 
one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  A  wide  left-hand  margin  is  essential.  Lines  should 
be  full-out,  except  for  new  paragraphs  and  turned  lines  in  lists.  Underlining 
should  be  restricted  to  words  to  be  set  in  italics.  Tables  and  captions  must  be 
typed  on  separate  sheets. 

Style  English  names  of  birds  and  animals  require  initial  capitals  except  after 
a  hyphen,  but  group  names  and  flowers  do  not.  Scientific  names  should  be 
underlined  for  italics,  but  only  the  first  (generic)  name  needs  an  initial  capital. 
Their  use  in  the  text  is  optional  if  listed  in  A  Species  List  of  British  and  Irish  Birds. 
Dates  should  take  the  form  Apr.  28th,  1976;  numbers  under  eleven  should  be 
spelt  out  in  text;  fractions  should  be  decimalized;  and,  whenever  possible,  metric 
equivalents  should  be  given  in  brackets  after  English  measurements.  Optional 
spellings  should  adopt  the  forms  recommended  by  Fowler  and/or  the  Oxford 
English  Dictionary.  Abbreviations  should  be  standard.  Full  points  should  be 
omitted  from  well-known  initials,  such  as  BTO,  LNHS  and  RSPB,  but  retained 
in  ‘e.g.’,  fi.e.’  and  ‘et  al.\  Quotation  marks,  if  used,  should  be  single  not  double. 
Publications  should  not  be  in  quotes,  but  underlined  for  italics.  Parenthesis  within 
brackets  should  be  avoided.  References  need  to  adopt  the  following  style: 

Parslow,  J,  1967.  Changes  in  status  among  breeding  birds  in  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Brit.  Birds  60  :  276-7 . 

Parslow,  J,  1973.  Breeding  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  Berkhamsted. 

Illustrations  Figures,  graphs  and  photographs  in  papers  must  be  kept  to  the 
minimum.  Artwork  should  not  be  prepared  until  size  of  reproduction  is  known 
and  the  editor  has  been  consulted. 

Photographs  Prints  submitted  for  reproduction  on  the  front  cover  and  inside 
pages  must  allow  sufficient  background  for  masking  and  blockmaking.  If  sent 
by  post,  they  must  be  packed  in  thick  board. 

Proofs  Authors  of  papers  and  short  notes  will  be  sent  proofs,  but  only  mistakes 
by  the  Printers  may  be  changed  at  this  stage. 

Reprints  Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  are  provided,  if  ordered  in  advance  by 
authors.  Larger  quantities  are  charged  at  cost. 

All  material  for  publication  should  be  submitted  direct  to  the  Editor,  K  C  Osborne, 
8  Ellice  Road,  Oxted,  Surrey,  RH8  OPY  (Telephone  Oxted  4582). 
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Introduction 

From  this  issue  the  species  order  in  the  London  Bird  Report  changes  to  the  Voous 
sequence  adopted  by  British  Birds.  At  the  same  time  opportunity  has  been  taken 
to  renumber  species  to  the  new  sequence  and  to  publish  a  complete  checklist 
covering  the  years  1901-77.  In  the  text  accompanying  the  checklist  an  attempt 
has  been  made  to  clarify  the  recording  status  of  wildfowl  species  occurring  by 
introduction  and  escape  from  collections  as  well  as  naturally.  It  is  hoped  the 
guidelines  may  prove  useful  to  readers  in  interpreting  observations  in  the  London 
Area  of  controversial  birds  such  as  Red-crested  Pochard,  Ferruginous  Duck  and 
Ruddy  Shelduck,  besides  various  geese. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  changes  in  the  composition  of  the  Records  Comm¬ 
ittee.  Barry  Marsh,  the  Society’s  longest  serving  recorder,  has  taken  a  well-earned 
rest  after  18  years  in  office  (a  record  in  itself).  He  remains  on  the  committee  in  an 
advisory  capacity  and  it  is  hoped  that  his  new-found  leisure  will  permit  him  time 
to  write  a  much  needed  paper  on  the  bird  life  of  Richmond  Park,  where  he  is 
official  observer.  His  successor  as  Surrey  Recorder  is  Pete  Clement,  already 
familiar  to  readers  as  a  past  editor  of  the  Newsletter. 

In  the  Kent  sector,  Jim  Hook,  after  six  years  as  recorder,  has  handed  over  to 
Roy  Alderton,  whom  members  will  know  for  his  splendid  observations  at  the 
Surrey  Docks  and  monthly  winter  surveys  of  wildfowl  and  waders  on  the  Lower 
Thames.  Jim  Hook  continues  his  association  with  the  London  Bird  Report  by 
editing  a  special  annual  report  on  ringing  for  the  London  Area,  which  we  hope  to 
publish  shortly. 

Finally  Andrew  Moon  has  joined  the  team  as  recorder  for  that  tiny  but  vital  part 
of  Buckinghamshire  that  falls  within  our  recording  area,  and  he  will  also  act  in 
liaison  with  the  Middle  Thames  Natural  History  Society. 

Older  members  will  be  sad  to  hear  of  the  death  in  December  1979  of  Barney 
Richards,  who  ran  the  Starling  Inquiries  in  the  1950s  and  was  a  member  of  the 
editorial  team  that  directed  and  wrote  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1957  and  1964). 

Currently  there  are  many  exciting  surveys  and  projects  sponsored  by  the  Re¬ 
search  Committee,  and  it  is  hoped  that  members  will  be  encouraged  to  take  part 
in  the  Society’s  continuous  programme  of  fieldwork  by  undertaking  coverage  of 
2km  tetrads  or  a  10km  square.  Details  are  given  regularly  in  the  ornithological 
Bulletin. 

This  is  the  last  issue  to  be  produced  by  the  present  editor  who  is  retiring  owing 
to  business  pressures.  In  departing,  he  would  like  to  thank  the  many  friends  he 
made  whilst  in  office  and  to  wish  his  successor,  Pete  Clement,  equal  success  with 
future  issues. 
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*  including  records  on  the  Lower  Thames  from  London  Bridge  to  Tilbury 
t  including  records  on  the  River  Thames  from  Staines  to  Wandsworth 
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Review  of  the  Year 

During  the  year  219  species  were  recorded  in  the  London  Area.  Of  these,  100 
species  bred  and  about  37  fell  within  the  broad  category  of  rarities. 

RARE  AND  UNUSUAL  SPECIES 

The  year  produced  two  White  Storks  (7th  and  8th  records  for  our  Area)  and  yet 
another  Purple  Heron  (12th).  Rarities  included:  Manx  Shearwater  (13th),  Night 
Heron  (2nd),  Bean  Goose  (5th),  Ring-necked  Duck  (4th),  three  Marsh  Harriers 
(11  th-1 3th),  two  Kentish  Plovers  (13th  and  14th),  Red-necked  Phalarope  (8th), 
Long-tailed  Skua  (2nd),  Sabine’s  Gull  (4th),  and  two  White-winged  Black  Terns 
(20th  and  21st).  Unusual  passerines  were  Yellow-browed  Warbler  (3rd),  Rose- 
coloured  Starling  (2nd),  Arctic  Redpoll  (2nd)  and  Little  Bunting  (5th). 

BREEDING  NEWS 

It  was  a  good  year  for  Grey  Herons  with  187  nests  in  the  London  Area.  Cetti’s 
and  Marsh  Warblers  were  present  in  the  breeding  season,  but,  on  the  deficit  side, 
there  were  no  Wrynecks,  Woodlarks  and  Red-backed  Shrikes. 

In  Inner  London  a  pair  of  Collared  Doves  bred  for  the  first  time,  and,  also  in  the 
Royal  Parks,  two  pairs  of  Lesser  Whitethroats  nested. 

WINTERING  SPECIES 

A  very  large  influx  of  Short-eared  Owls  occurred  in  autumn  and  many  stayed 
for  the  winter.  Two  Mediterranean  Gulls  made  the  headlines  by  overwintering. 

WEATHER  SUMMARY 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  only  major  cold  spell  was  in  the  second  and  third 
weeks  of  February  when  temperatures  scarcely  rose  above  freezing-point  and 
northerly  winds  brought  severe  blizzards  to  south  Wales  and  south-western 
England  on  the  18th  and  19th. 

The  first  half  of  March,  in  contrast,  was  very  mild  with  temperatures  in  the 
sixties  (18°C),  encouraging  early  migrants  such  as  Sand  Martin,  Wheatear  and 
Sedge  Warbler.  Any  thoughts  of  a  warm  spring  were  soon  dispelled  by  sleet  and 
snow  on  the  16th  and  a  return  to  cooler  weather  for  the  next  seven  weeks.  Heavy 
snow  (5  in.)  fell  on  Apr.  10th  and  11th,  and  there  was  a  further  cold  spell  from  the 
25th  to  the  27th. 

Apart  from  occasional  warm  days,  spring  and  early  summer  stayed  predomin¬ 
antly  cool,  cloudy  and  unsettled.  Summer  visitors  arrived  late  and,  in  some  cases, 
breeding  success  was  affected  by  a  scarcity  of  insects. 

Autumn  migration  was  also  disappointing,  despite  an  excellent  wader  passage. 
Many  localities  in  southern  England  reported  a  complete  absence  of  passerines  in 
the  peak  weeks  of  August  and  September.  The  reason  was  a  large  anticyclone  lying 
latitudinally  across  France,  giving  persistent  westerly  winds  over  southern  England 
and  resulting  in  an  absence  of  Scandinavian  ‘drift’  migrants  on  the  East  Coast 
and  along  the  English  Channel.  British  migrants  also  seemed  scarce,  owing  to 
clear  nights. 

The  autumn  itself  was  the  driest  since  1752,  with  a  major  drought  in  south-west 
England.  October  was  very  warm  (24°C  on  the  12th).  North-westerly  gales  yielded 
a  nearctic  Sabine’s  Gull  on  the  1st;  and  a  break  in  the  westerly  pattern  produced 
an  Asiatic  species,  a  Yellow-browed  Warbler,  on  the  8th. 

November  was  the  warmest  (15°C)  for  forty  years.  Persistent  high  pressure  over 
Europe  declined  after  the  12th,  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  light  snow  had  fallen. 
December  began  cool  and  wet,  but  turned  mild  around  Christmas.  The  year 
ended  icily  when  huge  flocks  of  Lapwings,  Skylarks  and  other  wintering  species 
fled  southwards  ahead  of  north-easterly  blizzards  on  the  30th  and  31st,  a  foretaste 
of  the  coldest  winter  since  1962/63. 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  area,  which  in  this  report  is  called  the  ’London  Area’, 
is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Within 
the  area,  the  original  county  boundaries  are  used  for  recording  purposes,  rather 
than  the  new  administrative  counties.  In  addition,  there  are  two  special  recording 
zones,  Inner  London  (a  rectangle  5  miles  x  8  miles,  centred  on  Charing  Cross) 
and  the  Lower  Thames  (the  River  and  its  foreshores  from  London  Bridge  to 
Tilbury).  All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from  members  and  non-members, 
and  these  should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate  Recorder  (see  list  on  page  4). 
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It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets  are 
used  (available  from  Recorders  on  request),  and  if  records  are  listed  in  the  order 
followed  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Separate  sheets  should  be  used  for  each 
recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  in  August  for 
the  period  January  to  July,  and  in  early  January  for  August  to  December. 


RECORDING  ARRANGEMENTS 
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Records  of  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined  by  the 
Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Published  records 
need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  not  only  today’s  readers  but  also  anyone  who  in 
future  years  may  refer  to  the  systematic  list.  Brief  field-notes  are  therefore  required 
to  provide  supporting  evidence  of  correct  identification  and  authenticity  for  the 
following  species : 


All  rare  species 

Little  Gull  away  from  regular 

All  out  of  season  migrants 

haunts 

All  divers 

All  terns  except  Common  and 

Slavonian  Grebe 

Black 

Red-necked  and  Black-necked 

All  auks 

Grebes  except  at  regular  haunts 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 

Petrels  and  Shearwaters 

Wryneck 

Gannet  and  Shag 

Woodlark 

Herons  other  than  Grey 

Willow  Tit  away  from  regular 

All  bitterns 

haunts 

Scaup,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Long¬ 

Bearded  Tit  or  Reedling 

tailed  Duck,  Velvet  Scoter  and 

Ring  Ouzel 

female  Red-breasted  Merganser 

Unusual  warblers 

All  geese  except  Canada 

Firecrest 

Whooper  and  Bewick’s  Swans 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 

All  birds-of-prey  except  Kestrel 

than  Rock  Pipit  and  Water  Pipit 

Quail 

at  regular  localities 

Rails  and  crakes,  except  Water 

White  Wagtail  in  autumn 

Rail,  Moorhen  and  Coot 

Races  or  hybrids  of  Motacilla  flava 

All  waders  of  irregular  occurrence 

other  than  Yellow  Wagtail 

All  skuas 

M.f  fiavissima 

All  gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 

Waxwing 

including  Glaucous,  Iceland  and 

All  shrikes 

Kittiwake 

Twite,  Crossbill,  Cirl,  Lapland 
and  Snow  Buntings 

Field-notes  for  each  observation  should  be  submitted  to  the  recorder  immediately 
following  the  observation,  rather  than  waiting  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Evidence 
needs  to  be  brief  but  relevant,  and  should  include  a  description  of  the  essential 
features  upon  which  identification  was  based,  relative  size,  flight,  calls,  duration 
and  distance  of  observation,  and  the  observer’s  previous  experience  of  this  and 
similar  species. 

NATIONAL  RARITIES 

Records  of  national  rarities  (see  list  in  British  Birds  67  :  347-8)  should  be  submitted 
preferably  via  the  local  recorder  for  forwarding  to  the  national  committee.  If 
sent  direct,  a  copy  of  the  submission  should  be  sent  to  the  recorder.  Observers 
are  asked  to  submit  records  promptly  to  ensure  acceptance  and  publication  in  the 
same  year. 

RARE  BREEDING  BIRDS 

Breeding  records  of  rare  species  (see  list  in  British  Birds  66  :  174)  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted  preferably  via  the  local  recorder  (stating  degree  of  confidentiality  required) 
for  forwarding  to  the  national  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  All  reports  of  these 
species  (and  others,  less  rare)  are  treated  in  complete  confidence  at  county  level. 
With  the  exception  of  Black  Redstart,  names  of  localities  are  never  published 
and  only  the  name  of  the  county  is  given  in  the  London  Bird  Report  and  British 
Birds. 
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D  M  Couzens 
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Miss  J  Allen 
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S  Cramp 
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L  M  Craven 

C  Ashby 

I  Croad 

R  J  Aspinall 

C  Curson  (ecu) 
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D  Curson  (dc u) 

R  Atkins 

J  Curson  (Jew) 

G  A  Austen 

G  Curtis  (gcs) 
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S  Besnard 
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K  Bezodis  (kbs) 
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E  Bird 
G  G  Bond 
R  P  Bosanquet 
N  Bowman 
A  Bowyer 
D  A  Boyd 
P  Bradbere (pbc) 

G  Brandejs  (gbs) 

K  Brandwood  ( KBd ) 
E  P  Brown 
K  Brown  (kb«) 

Miss  M  P  Brown 
Miss  P  Brown 
D  S  Burchfield 
R  Burgess 
C  I  Bushell 


W  H  Dady 
J  Dalgleish 

Dartford  Ringing  Group 
(drg) 

N  Davies 
Mrs  E  Davis 
E  B  Davis 
P  Dawe 
A  Day 

Mrs  J  Dean  (ro??) 

T  R  Dean 
P  J  Deller 
M  K  Dennis 
G  Dickerson 
C  R  Dixon 
H  H  Drew 
R  R  Drew 
T  Duckett 
C  K  Dunkley 
Mrs  P  O  Dunkley 


Mrs  B  M  Edey 
J  Edwards 
R  J  Elvy 
P  English 

Epping  Forest  Group  RSPB 
(efg) 

R  Evans 

Essex  Bird  Watching  & 
Preservation  Society 
(ebwps) 


B  Campbell 
F  R  Cannings 
J  Carter  (rcr) 

P  J  Casselton  (pjcn) 
Dr  R  J  Chandler 
P  J  Chedder  (pjcr) 
R  A  Cheke 
Dr  P  C  Cherry 
D  K  Chesterman 
D  Child 
R  H  Chittenden 
S  Clancy  (scy) 

D  Clayden  (dch) 

C  R  Clegg 
P  Clement 
Mrs  M  Cole 
D  A  Coleman 
D  G  Coleman 
G  M  Coleman 
A  R  Coley 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Coley 
G  Cooper  (GCr) 

C  Corben  (cco) 


B  A  Fagg 
J  F  Farrant 
C  Fentiman  (cf n) 
J  B  Ferguson 
D  J  Fisher 
J  Fitzpatrick 
P  Fletcher 
P  C  Follett 
C  Ford 

R  H  B  Forster 
H  J  Freeman 
E  M  French 
D  M  Frusher 
L  G  Frusher 
R  A  Fuller 
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S  W  Gale 
P  D  Gann 


P  Gasson 
S  J  Gatley 
M  George 
K  A  J  Gold 
P  Goldsmith  (pg h) 
Miss  E  R  Gooding 
G  C  Gore 
M  G  Gotts 
N  Granger-Taylor 
K  A  Gould 
A  Gray  (AGy) 

D  Griffin 
Miss  E  M  Griffin 
A  J  Guest 


T  T  Hallchurch 
R  D  Harbird 
Miss  D  Harnott 
D  G  Harris 
G  C  Harrison 
J  G  Harrison 
P  F  Harrison 
J  E  Harvey 
J  Hassell 
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R  B  Hastings 
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P  C  Heathcote 
R  Hellier  (rht) 

R  Hellyer  (rhp) 

A  Herber 
K  J  Herber 

Hersham  Ringing  Group 
(hrg) 

Herts.  Nat.  Hist.  Soc. 

(hnhs) 

M  A  Hewitt 
J  Hickman  (JH«) 

P  B  Hill 
R  H  Koadley 
T  Hodge 
S  Kollowav 
C  Holt 
M  R  Honey 
D  L  Horne 
J  D  Hook 
D  A  Hougham 
M  Hozier  (MHr) 

R  E  Howlett 
M  Hudson  (mha) 

J  M  Hurley 


W  R  Ingram 
T  P  Inskip 
N  J  Iunguis 


R  J  Johns 
I  G  Johnson 
E  Jones 
H  Jones 
R  Joslin 


P  R  Kennedy 

Kent  Ornithological  Society 
(kos) 

R  H  Kettle 
W  Kingham 
C  Kightley 
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Contributors  to  the  Systematic  List  ( Continued ) 


B  A  Lamb 
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Lea  Valley  Projects  Group 
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L  Lewis 
M  R  Lewis 
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F  Lockwood 
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K  S  Lodge 
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I  G  Mankilow 
Maple  Cross  Ringing  Group 
(mcrg) 

B  A  Marsh 
D  G  Marsh 
J  H  N  Masson 
M  J  Massey 
A  M  Masters 
D  F  Matthews 
A  Mayers  (ams) 

B  S  Meadows 
H  P  Medhurst 
R  Merriden  (rm«) 

A  Merritt  (am?) 

Mid  Thames  Nat.  Hist.  Soc. 

(mtnhs) 

H  C  Milestone 
D  F  J  Mitchell 
D  Mitchell 
K  D  G  Mitchell 
D  J  Montier 
A  V  Moon 
Mrs  J  Moore  (jmc) 

A  Morris 
P  G  Morris 
R  E  Morton 
T  Morton 
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G  F  Munns 
S  M  Munns 
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M  Newman 
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P  J  Newton 
S  C  Nichols 
A  M  Nisbet 
B  Norton 
B  Nunn 
R  G  Nuthall 


B  O’Dowd 
C  Ogston 
P  J  Oliver 
J  Orchard 
K  C  Osborne 


A  R  J  Paine 
K  H  Palmer 
R  A  Palmer 
A  C  Parker 
D  Parr 

F  Pearce  (fp<?) 

E  Pearson 
A  Peason 
K  Pepper (kpt) 
D  Perry  (dpj>) 

M  Perry 
P  Perry 
S  R  Perry 
D  L  Phillips 
M  J  Pitt 
C  W  Plant 
D  Player (dp*-) 

J  Player 

K  Poulton  (kpw) 
F  Poulton  (fp n) 
C  Prescott 
R  C  Price 


R  J  Quinnell 


Miss  S  Radford 
L  Riddick 
M  B  Riley 
S  A  Robinson 
L  F  Rodgers 
M  J  Rogers 
A  Rothermel 
Ruislip  &  District  Nat. 

Hist.  Soc.  (rdnhs) 
Runnymede  Ringing  Group 
(rrg) 

P  Rumsey 

Rye  Meads  Ringing  Group 
(rmrg) 


R  F  Sanderson 
D  Sampson 
J  A  Sayers 
M  J  Schickner  (mjsc) 
P  J  Sellar 
B  A  Shapley 
E  Shelton 
I  R  F  Sidwell 
J  Skerry 
T  H  A  Slack 
T  R  Smeeton 
G  R  Smith 
R  Smith  (rs/j) 

R  E  Smith 
S  Smith 

R  F  Softly  (RFSy) 

Dr  R  South 
T  Spau 


M  J  Spicer 
B  D  Spooner 
P  J  Stead  (pjsc/) 

P  Stevenson 
P  J  Strangeman  (pjsre) 
Surbiton  &  District  Bird 
Watching  Soc.  (sews) 


PTate 
M  Taylor 
R  C  Taylor 
Mrs  J  F  Teagle 
W  G  Teagle 
M  S  Tebble 
M  Terry  (MTy) 

R  Thaxton  (rtw) 
K  V  Thompsett 
A  Thompson 
D  Thompson 
J  G  Threadgold 
M  Thurner  (mt/0 
T  Thursfieid 
M  Tickner  (mtp) 
G  E  Tilbrook 
R  Tomlinson 
A  M  Toon 
P  Tout  (pt?) 

J  E  Treganna 
R  Tuck 

D  Turnbull  (dt /) 
A  Turner 
N  J  Turner 
G  A  Tyler 
T  J  Tynan 


P  J  Vines 
Miss  P  S  Viola 
E  C  Wallis 
D  Washington 
R  J  Waters 
P  J  N  Watson 
P  Watson 
M  J  Wells 
M  W  R  West 
C  W  Westwood 
J  J  Wheatley 
T  Wheeler 
G  J  White 
K  White 
J  Wilczur  (jwr) 

J  F  Willis 
M  G  Wilson 
J  D  Withams 
D  K  J  Withrington 
P  Withrington  (pwn) 

R  Wood 

L  F  Woollard 

S  F  Woollard 

W  W  Woollard 

Wren  Conservation  Group 

E  Wright 

J  Wright 


D  F  Yates 
Mrs  D  Young 
M  Young 
R  E  Youngman 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1978 

A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES 
OF  ST  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

The  classification  of  species  in  this  report  is  that  adopted  by  K.  H.  Voous  in  his 
List  of  Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species  (reprinted  1977  from  Ibis  115  :  612-38  and 
Ibis  119  :  223-50,  376-406).  Sequence  and  nomenclature  follow  the  ‘ British  Birds' 
List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  (1978). 

For  recording  purposes  all  species  have  been  given  numbers,  with  suffix  letters 
for  subspecies,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  this  numbering  has  no  significance 
outside  the  London  Area.  For  continuity  with  earlier  London  Bird  Reports ,  the 
old  ‘Wetmore’  classification  numbers  (BOU  Checklist,  1952)  are  given  in  brackets. 

Observers’  initials  in  the  report  are  showm  against  principal  records.  A  full  list 
of  observers  appears  on  pages  8  and  9.  The  abbreviation  ‘mo’,  used  for  long-stay 
records,  indicates  ‘many  observers’. 

The  six  counties  within  the  London  Area  are  signified  by  initials  in  the  report: 
E= Essex,  H=  Hertfordshire,  M  =  Middlesex,  B  =  Buckinghamshire,  K=Kent 
and  S  =  Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  normally  under  the  respective  counties 
(Middlesex  and  Surrey),  but  abbreviated  as  TL'  in  tables.  For  direction  of  flight, 
cardinal  points  are  shortened  to  N,  NE,  NNE,  etc.  Other  abbreviations  are: 
Res.=reservoir,  G.P.=gravel  pit,  S.P.=sand  pit,  S.F.=sew'age  farm  or  works, 
and  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  or  LBR= London  Bird  Report. 

For  a  full  appreciation  of  many  of  the  records  in  this  report,  a  detailed  map  of 
the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to  the 
Society’s  books  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1957  and  1964)  and  Atlas  of  Breeding 
Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977),  which  give  the  continuous  history  of  species  from 
1900.  A  complete  London  Area  Checklist  (1901-77)  appears  in  London  Bird  Report 
43  :  71-85. 

1  Red-throated  Diver  (4) 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  an  oiled  bird  present  from  Feb.  21st  was  found  dead  on 

March  2nd  (rbh,tth). 

2  Black-throated  Diver  (1) 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  5th  (pjv,jF,AGy  et  al.).  King  George  V  Res.,  one 
from  Dec.  26th  to  30th  (cf«,gjw  et  al.). 

3  Great  Northern  Diver  (2) 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Nov.  25th  to  Dec.  31st;  the  same  bird  was 
observed  at  Girling  Res.  on  Dec.  2nd  (cf«,ag^,cib). 

5  Island  Barn  Res.  and  Walton  Res.,  a  single  bird  present  from  the  beginning 
of  the  year  was  last  seen  on  April  9th  (mo). 

6  Little  Grebe  (9) 

Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Bred  or  attempted  to  breed  at  Rainham  Marsh  (three  pairs),  Walthamstow 
Res.,  Ockendon  and  Wanstead  Park. 

H  Bred  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (twro  pairs)  and  Turnford  Marsh.  Rye  Meads,  max. 
20  in  October  (hnhs). 
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M  Bred  at  Brent  Res.  and  Staines  Moor.  Brent  Res.,  25  on  Dec.  10th  (pb). 
Inner  London:  one  or  two  present  during  winter  months  on  the  Long 
Water,  Kensington  Gardens  (dab),  and  a  single  bird  throughout  the  year 
in  Regent’s  Park  (ipw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  max.  40  on  Nov.  12th. 

K  Bred  at  Ruxley,  Beckenham  and  Plumstead  and  Erith  marshes. 

S  Bred  at  Esher,  Cobham,  Slyfields  and  Bookham  Common.  Inner  London : 
attempted  to  breed  at  Surrey  Docks. 

7  Great  Crested  Grebe  (5) 

There  was  an  influx  during  Feb.  when  the  total  for  the  census  waters  was 
445.  The  early  autumn  counts  were  down  again  at  280  in  Sept.,  but  unusu¬ 
ally  numbers  remained  at  the  same  level  in  Oct.  and  Nov.,  whereas  norm¬ 
ally  they  decline  sharply. 

Counts  of  100  or  more  were  received  from  King  George  V  Res.  (E),  200 
on  Sept.  1st;  Staines  Res.  (M),  100  on  Aug.  7th  and  14th;  Wraysbury  Res. 
(M),  123  on  Feb.  12th  and  Queen  Mary  Res.  (M),  170  on  Feb.  18th. 

The  minimum  number  of  breeding  pairs  recorded,  compared  with  1977, 
was  as  follows: 

Inner 

Essex  Herts  Middx  London  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

1977  14  21  39  5  6  14  12  111 

1978  32  24  21  5  5  5  10  102 

In  Inner  London  two  pairs  nested  in  Hyde  Park  and  in  Kensington  Gardens, 
but  although  two  pairs  were  present  in  Regent’s  Park,  only  one  nested. 
A  pair  was  present  at  Surrey  Docks  in  May  and  June,  but  although  display 
was  seen  they  did  not  nest. 

It  seems  probable  that  the  fluctuations  in  Essex  and  Kent  are  attributable 
to  different  coverage  in  the  two  years.  Reported  numbers  have  now  been 
consistently  just  in  excess  of  100  for  three  summers  and  compare  with 
146  in  1974  and  168  in  1975  when  there  was  much  more  complete  cover 
for  the  national  census. 

8  Red-necked  Grebe  (6) 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  from  Nov.  5th  to  19th  (mo). 

9  Slavonian  Grebe  (7) 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  May  1st  (jf)  and  one  from  Oct. 
15th  to  22nd  (jf,pjv).  Walthamstow  Res.  and  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from 
Nov.  17th  to  Dec.  14th  (mo). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  April  22nd  and  23rd  (mo).  Wrays¬ 
bury  Res.,  two  Oct.  31st  and  Nov.  5th  (mtnpis). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  Dec.  17th  and  one  from  Dec.  18th  to  31st  (mtnhs, 
rey). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  12th  (crc).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  22nd 
(ejn). 

v 

10  Black-necked  Grebe  (8) 

E  Girling  Res.,  two  present  until  Jan.  15th,  one  remaining  until  Feb.  5th. 
The  first  autumn  bird  appeared  on  Aug.  22nd,  being  joined  by  others  from 
mid-November;  five  were  present  from  Dec.  10th  onwards  (mo).  Rainham, 
one  from  Feb.  5th  to  8th  (gat  et  al.). 
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H  Waveney  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  17th  (pt t,  mhf). 

M  Staines  Res.,  present  in  all  months;  spring  max.  seven  on  March  27th.  In 
autumn  the  largest  numbers  occurred  in  late  August  and  the  first  half  of 
September,  with  a  maximum  count  of  20  on  August  27th.  King  George  VI 
Res.,  max.  six  on  Oct.  1st  (pn). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  up  to  three  in  December  (mtnhs  et  al.). 

K  Thames  at  Erith,  one  on  Oct.  28th  (rea,arc,jh). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  3rd  (dp).  Barn  Elms  R.es.,  one  from  Dec. 
16th  to  29th  (mo).  Walton  Res.,  one  from  Aug.  27th  to  Sept.  17th,  and 
one  on  Nov.  12th  (co). 

18  Manx  Shearwater  (16) 

E  A  bird  found  on  a  road  in  Loughton  on  Nov.  1 1th  was  released  the  follow'- 

ing  day  at  King  George  V  Res.  (efg). 

This  is  the  13th  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

23  Leach’s  Petrel  (12) 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  flew  south-west  on  Nov.  4th  (je). 

K  Thames  at  Greenwich,  one  on  Oct.  28th  (rea,arc,jh). 

26  Cormorant  (28) 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  maxima  at  roost  90  on  Feb.  18th  and  140  on  Nov.  4th 

(jf).  Fisher’s  Green,  70  at  roost  on  Feb.  15th  and  70  on  Dec.  24th  (prk,gjw). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  35  on  Jan.  15th  (mcrg).  Rye  Meads,  max.  24  in  January 
(hnhs).  Stocker’s  Lake,  max.  40  on  Jan.  15th  (je). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  present  January  to  July  (max.  105  on  Jan.  25th),  and 
from  early  November  onwards  (max.  100  on  Dec.  30th).  Wraysbury’  Res., 
also  present  January  to  July  (max.  67  on  Feb.  19th)  and  in  November  and 
December  (max.  68  on  Dec.  17th).  Up  to  20  at  several  other  localities 
in  the  Thames  and  Colne  Valleys  during  the  winter  months.  Inner  London: 
singles  on  the  Thames  and  in  Regent’s  Park  on  many  dates  in  winter,  up  to 
6  on  the  Serpentine,  Hyde  Park,  in  January  and  February. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  maxima  90  in  Mar.  (mtnhs)  and  68  on  Dec.  17th  (rbh). 

K  The  only  record  away  from  the  Thames  was  of  a  single  bird  at  Ruxley  on 
Nov.  9th  (sjg). 

S  Largest  counts  were  of  77  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  on  Oct.  15th  and  65 
at  Walton  Res.  on  March  19th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on 
several  dates  in  January  to  July;  seven  on  June  14th  (rea). 

27  Shag  (29) 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  present  from  late  1977  until  Feb.  18th  (jf). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  26th  and  Dec.  17th  (mtnhs, je,pn,avm). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  April  6th  (lfw). 

^0  Bittern  (38) 

H  One  in  the  Rye  Meads,  Cheshunt  area  in  February  (rmrg  et  al.);  two  at 
Rye  Meads  on  August  14th  (hnhs). 

M  Singles  at  Harefield  Place  on  March  19th  and  Ruislip  Lido  on  23rd  (rdnhs 
et  al.). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  from  Dec.  20th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (sjg,ss). 
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33  Night  Heron  (36) 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  second-year  bird  on  July  17th  (jgh).  Accepted  by  British 
Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  only  the  second  to  be  recorded  in  the 
London  Area  this  century. 

39  Grey  Heron  (30) 

Small  numbers  reported  widely  in  all  months.  All  breeding  records  are 
given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  101  occupied  nests  (pr).  Waltham  Abbey,  18  occupied 
nests  (tgl). 

H  At  Stocker’s  Lake,  the  new  site  reported  last  year,  three  nests  were  occupied 
one  of  them  producing  three  young. 

M  Kempton  Park,  48  occupied  nests  (dp).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  10 
pairs  reared  23  young  (jpw). 

S  Gatton  Park,  seven  occupied  nests  (rhbf). 

40  Purple  Heron  (31) 

E  Rainham,  an  adult  on  May  26th  (jw) 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  twelfth  record 
for  the  London  area  this  century. 

42  White  Stork  (40) 

In  the  spring  of  1978  a  tame  White  Stork  escaped  from  captivity  at  Nieuw- 
poort,  Netherlands;  in  June  it  was  seen  at  Empingham  Reservoir,  Rutland, 
the  ring  number  being  read  through  binoculars.  Eventually,  this  bird  was 
killed  by  striking  overhead  wires  at  South  Heighten,  Sussex,  on  January 
17th,  1979.  There  were  many  reports  of  a  White  Stork  from  various  places 
in  south-east  England  in  the  intervening  period,  but  the  records  below  are 
known  to  be  of  unringed  wild  birds. 

K  Sevenoaks,  one  on  July  30th  (jgh). 

S  Croydon,  one  in  flight  on  August  6th;  Beddington  S.F.  (3km  to  the  west), 
one  feeding  in  field  the  same  day  (ccw,dah,jmc). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  these  are  seventh  and 
eighth  records  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

46  Mute  Swan  (84) 

Breeding  pairs  were  reported  as  follows: 

Inner  Totals 

Essex  Herts  Middx  London  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  1978  1977 

Pairs  11  20  10  3  —  6  19  69  38 

Localities  11  15  10  3  —  5  16  60  27 

The  sharp  increase  doubtless  reflects  the  greater  coverage  achieved  as  a 
result  of  the  international  census  carried  out  in  1978. 

The  only  flocks  in  excess  of  50  were  reported  from  the  Lower  Thames  as 
follows: 


June 

./  idy 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Woolwich  Ferry 

53 

Greenwich  Reach 

78 

59 

Black  wall  Reach 

153 

131 

47  Bewick’s  Swan 

(86) 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  21st  (gjw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Nov. 
29th  (hnhs). 

M  Staines  Res.,  12  on  Jan.  13th  (jas). 
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48  Whooper  Swan  (85) 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  flew  north-west  on  Nov.  29th  (dab). 

47/48  Bewick’s/ Whooper  Swan  (86/85) 

S  Surbiton,  20  flying  NE  on  Nov.  28th  (sbws)  were  considered  to  be  Whooper 

by  the  observer. 

49  Bean  Goose  (78) 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  one  flying  SE  on  Dec.  31st  (cdrh). 

This  is  the  fifth  record  for  the  London  Area.  In  view  of  the  weather  pattern 
and  the  subsequent  influx  of  Bean  Geese  into  south-east  England  in  January 
1979,  it  seems  likely  to  have  been  genuinely  wild. 

50  Pink-footed  Goose  (78) 

Most  records  are  probably  of  escaped  birds. 

E  Holyfield  Marsh,  three  on  May  7th,  one  on  14th  (ar). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  April  9th  (hnhs). 

M  Poyle,  one  on  April  16th  (arc,ljc).  Wood  Green  Res.,  one  from  Oct.  19th 
to  the  end  of  the  year  (apbr). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  three  on  Jan  1st,  two  remaining  until  Feb.  23rd  (jc,jgh, 
pfh);  singles  on  Oct.  1st  and  22nd  (gfm,smm). 

51  White-fronted  Goose  (76) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  12  flying  west  on  Jan.  5th  (bo). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  from  Dec.  25th  to  Jan.  1st,  1979  (mo). 

B  Horton,  two  immatures  flying  NW  on  Dec.  31st  (cdrh). 

K  Gravesend,  37  flying  south-west  on  Nov.  29th  (lfw,sfw).  Sevenoaks  G.P., 
one  or  two  from  Jan.  1st  to  Feb.  27th  (jGH,PFH,Jcr). 

53  Greylag  Goose  (75) 

All  records  probably  relate  to  birds  originating  from  captive  stock.  Breeding 
records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

H  Bred  at  Stocker’s  Lake.  Up  to  31  at  several  localities  in  the  Colne  Valley 
in  most  months. 

M  Bred  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  maxima  of  120  on  Feb.  5th  and  320  on  Oct.  22nd. 

54  Snow  Goose  (79) 

An  escaped  bird  was  seen  at  Stocker's  Lake,  Herts.,  and  Holyfield  Marsh, 
Essex,  on  several  dates  in  April,  and  at  Wraysbury  G.P.,  Bucks.,  in  October 
and  December. 

55  Canada  Goose  (82) 

Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Bred  at  Walthamstow  Res.  (13  broods),  Nazeing,  Childerditch  and  Fisher’s 
Green.  Walthamstow  Res.,  102  on  Nov.  11th  (pf).  Fisher’s  Green,  140  on 
Sept.  8th  (ar). 

H  Bred  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (six  broods),  Pynesfield  G.P.,  Cheshunt  G.P.,  Brox- 
bourne  G.P.  Stocker’s  Lake,  340  on  Oct.  13th  (je).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  275 
on  Sept.  24th  (ck). 
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M  Bred  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (nine  broods),  Springwell  Lake,  Gunnersbury 
Park  (two  pairs),  Syon  Park,  Osterley  Park  and  Queen  Mary  G.P.  Hare- 
field  Moor  G.P.  355  on  Dec.  26th  (rdnhs).  Staines  Res.,  303  on  Aug.  22nd 
(avm).  Inner  London:  bred  in  St.  James’s  Park  (at  least  five  broods)  and 
Hyde  Park.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  225  on  Aug.  3rd  (dab). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred;  373  on  Oct.  21st  (avm). 

K  Bred  at  Darenth  Pits. 

S  Bred  at  Gatton  Park,  Godstone  S.F.,  Richmond  Park  (two  pairs),  Morden 
Hall  Park,  Dulwich  Park,  Wandsworth  Common  and  Walton  Res.  Holme- 
thorpe,  202  on  Dec.  31st  (d cd). 

56  Barnacle  Goose  (81) 

All  records  presumably  relate  to  feral  birds. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  throughout  the  year  (mo).  Fisher’s  Green,  up  to 
three  in  September  (ar). 

H/M  One  or  two  at  several  Colne  Valley  localities  throughout  the  year  (mo). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  in  Oct. -Dec.  (gfm,smm). 

S  Holmethorpe,  three  on  Dec.  31st  (do/). 

—  Grey  Goose  sp.  ( — ) 

K  Erith  Marsh,  35  flew  up  the  Thames  on  Dec.  10th  (kp/*). 

57  Brent  Goose  (80) 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  three  flying  north-east  on  March  7th  (trd). 

M  Staines  Res.,  three  flew  north-west  on  Dec.  17th  (cww). 

K  Gravesend,  35  flew  up-river  on  Dec.  10th  (lfw,sfw).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one 
on  Jan.  29th  (jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  five  flying  east  on  Dec.  31st  (swg). 

59  Egyptian  Goose  ( — ) 

All  records  refer  to  feral  birds. 

H/M  Two  at  various  places  in  the  Colne  Valley  in  the  last  three  months  of  the 
year  (mo). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  one  on  April  8th  (avm,pn). 

•  60  Ruddy  Shelduck  (74) 

All  records  refer  to  birds  of  captive  origin. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  pair  throughout  the  year  (mo). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  female  on  Feb.  24th  (trd). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  throughout  January  and  on  May  14th  (drg).  Black- 
heath  Pond,  one  on  April  27th  (pjs/z). 

61  Shelduck  (73) 

Breeding  season  records,  larger  counts,  Inner  London  records  and  details 
of  a  cold  weather  movement  are  given.  Otherwise  reported  in  single  figures 
from  some  23  localities  in  Feb.  to  May,  Aug.,  Sept.,  Nov.  and  Dec.  but 
with  the  preponderance  of  reports  in  April. 

E  Records  from  Rainham  Marsh  are  considered  with  the  related  records 
from  the  Lower  Thames  under  Kent. 
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M  Pairs  bred  successfully  at  Hampton  and  Kempton  Park  Res.;  pairs  were 
present  in  the  breeding  season,  but  with  no  evidence  of  nesting  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  and  Staines  Moor.  At  Staines  Res.  there  were 
consistently  between  30  and  35  for  the  first  five  months  of  the  year;  the 
max.  in  June  was  21,  but  thereafter,  with  the  reservoirs  refilled,  numbers 
never  exceeded  four  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

B  One  pair  bred  at  Wraysbury  G.P. 

K  The  monthly  maxima  for  the  River  Thames  and  for  Rainham  Marsh  (E) 
were  as  follows : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Thames  38  17  17  17  —  17  —  15  —  212  161  155 

Rainham  50  130  —  70  30  —  35  68  14  —  —  204 

Counts  on  the  river  were  sporadic,  and  only  in  the  last  three  months  of  the 
year  were  complete  counts  made  from  boats.  The  largest  numbers  were 
reported  from  Barking,  but  were  presumably  largely  the  same  birds  as 
occurred  on  Rainham  Marsh.  At  Northfleet  34  flew  west  in  nine  flocks  in 
cold  weather  on  Dec.  31st. 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  flew  over  on  May  4th  and  June  8th 
and  six  did  so  on  July  13th. 

DUCKS 

Table  1.  Monthly  wildfowl  counts:  mean  of  November  to  February  counts, 
or,  in  italics ,  peak  winter  counts. 


1974/75 

1975/76 

1976/77 

1977/78 

1978/79 

Wigeon 

93 

202 

(255) 

152 

285 

Gadwall 

110 

105 

103 

102 

113 

Teal 

814 

981 

889 

615 

1,657 

Mallard 

2,910 

2,607* 

2,864* 

2,777 

3,265* 

Shoveler 

457 

672 

534 

538* 

677 

Pochard 

1,795 

1,081 

1,049* 

799 

1,156* 

Tufted  Duck 

4,123 

3,735 

3,047* 

2,569 

4,066 

Goldeneye 

114 

166 

(706)* 

103 

106 

Smew 

16 

7 

8 

22 

37 

Goosander 

97 

112 

53 

149 

292 

*  Incorporates  extrapolated  figures  in  excess  of  10%  of  total  count  in  one  or  more  months. 
The  figures  in  brackets  for  1976/77  are  unreliable  as  King  George  VI  Res.  which  holds  a 
large  proportion  of  the  total  number  of  those  species  in  our  Area  was  generally  not  counted 
in  that  season. 

The  comments  in  heavy  type  at  the  beginning  of  the  relevant  species  account 
refer  to  the  monthly  counts  in  the  1978/79  season,  and  the  mean  (or  peak) 
counts  for  the  five  latest  seasons  appear  in  Table  1.  Most  species  covered 
by  the  monthly  counts  showed  an  increase  over  the  previous  season,  mainly 
as  a  result  of  the  cold  weather  in  January  and  February  1979,  which  brought 
an  influx  of  wildfowl,  grebes  and  other  species.  In  spite  of  this,  however, 
the  numbers  of  some  species  still  did  not  attain  the  levels  of  even  the  milder 
winters  of  the  late  1960s  and  early  1970s,  suggesting  that  the  underlying 
trend  is  still  a  decline  in  the  number  of  wildfowl  regularly  wintering  in  the 
Area.  The  aggregate  totals  for  the  census  waters  and  the  Lower  Thames 
are  shown  in  Table  2.  The  low  January  total  continued  the  trend  of  recent 
winters,  but  the  increase  in  December  was  attributable  solely  to  a  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  Teal,  principally  at  Rainham  Marsh  (E)  but 
reflected  also  in  the  numbers  on  the  reservoirs  west  of  London. 
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Table  2.  Approximate  aggregate  totals  of  census  counts  and  Lower  Thames 
counts  in  January  and  December. 


1 

Jan 

Dec 

1974 

16,000 

14,000 

1975 

14,000 

13,000 

1976 

10,000 

11,000 

1977 

10,000 

8,000 

1978 

8,000 

11,000 

63  Mandarin  ( — ) 

All  breeding  records  are  given,  as  is  one  large  count.  Otherwise,  records 
of  up  to  10  birds  were  received  from  several  localities  in  the  Colne  Valley 
and  in  Surrey. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  14,  six  of  which  were  drakes,  on  Dec.  10th  (mtnhs,jah, 
avm,pn). 

S  Bred  on  the  River  Mole  at  Cobham  and  Mickleham  (mjc,raf). 

64  Wigeon  (50) 

1978/79.  See  Table  1.  The  index  was  the  highest  since  the  cold  winter  of 
1956/57,  the  comparable  figure  for  the  1962/63  cold  winter  being  only  187. 
The  increase  in  1978/79  is  a  reflection  of  a  large  influx,  principally  at  Staines 
Res.,  in  January  and  in  February. 

1978.  Maxima  at  the  principal  localities  and  other  larger  counts  are  given 
together  with  a  summer  record.  Otherwise  very  small  numbers  occurred 
in  each  sector,  but  always  for  short  periods. 

M  In  Jan.  there  were  up  to  20  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  60  at  Staines  Moor  and  70 
at  Staines  Res.  The  peak  count  at  King  George  VI  Res.  was  116  in  Feb. 
There  was  a  pair  at  Staines  Res.  on  June  9th  (jdv).  At  the  end  of  the  year 
the  max.  at  Staines  was  200  in  Dec.,  but  at  King  George  VI  Res.  there  were 
no  more  than  26.  Inner  London:  a  female  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Oct.  18th. 
B  Present  at  Wraysbury  G.Ps.  in  Nov.  and  Dec.,  max.  120  on  Dec.  31st. 

S  Maxima  at  the  principal  localities  were:  Barn  Elms  Res.,  50  (Jan.)  and 
16  (Dec.)  and  Walton  Res.,  31  (Jan.)  and  4  (Dec.). 

67  Gadwall  (49) 

1978/79.  See  Table  1.  There  has  been  virtually  no  change  in  total  numbers 
for  five  seasons. 

1978.  There  were  no  suggestions  of  breeding  this  year,  although  a  pair 
summered  in  Middx.  Maxima  for  the  principal  localities  are  given. 

E  No  more  than  four  reported  from  this  sector. 

H  20  at  Cheshunt  G.Ps.  on  Dec.  26th  was  the  highest  count  received. 

M  Maxima  were  15  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Feb.  5th,  18  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on 
Feb.  12th  and  17  at  Brent  Res.  on  Jan.  22nd.  A  pair  remained  at  Staines 
Res.  between  May  13th  and  June  1st. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  35  in  Jan.  and  60  on  Oct.  31st. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.Ps.,  27  on  Feb.  12th;  River  Thames  at  Rainham,  39  on  Dec. 
9th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  67  on  Feb.  21st  and  56  on  Oct.  28th.  Lonsdale  Road  Res., 
35  on  Jan.  4th  and  64  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  Richmond  Park,  48  on  Feb.  11th 
and  34  on  Dec.  6th. 
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69  Teal  (46) 

1978/79.  See  Table  1.  The  average  is  the  highest  since  the  counts  began, 
the  previous  highest  being  1180  in  1968/69.  Much  larger  numbers  than  usual 
were  present  throughout  the  winter  although  in  common  with  some  other 
species,  there  was  an  influx  in  the  cold  weather  of  early  1979. 

1978.  Breeding  season  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  William  Girling  Res.,  182  on  Feb.  12th  and  350  on  Dec.  26th.  Rainham 
Marsh,  600  in  Feb.,  and  400  in  Oct.  and  Nov.,  but  between  3,000  and 
4,000  in  Dec. 

H  Rye  Meads,  120  in  Feb.;  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  80  in  Dec.;  Hilfield  Park  Res., 
25  in  Dec.;  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  45  in  Feb. 

M  Staines  Moor,  an  adult  with  four  flying  young  on  Aug.  8th  (lfr).  At 
Staines  Res.  there  were  500  in  Jan.  and  again  Dec.,  otherwise  the  highest 
count  was  180  in  Sept.  Maxima  at  King  George  VI  Res.  were  360  in  Feb.  and 
594  in  Nov.  Poyle,  100  on  flooded  waste  ground  on  Jan.  15th.  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  15  on  Nov.  28th  was  a  very  high  number  for  the 
locality  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  40  in  Jan.  and  200  in  Dec. 

K  In  spite  of  the  large  numbers  occurring  at  Rainham  Marsh  (E),  the  maxima 
on  the  lower  Thames  were  comparatively  low,  as  follows: 


Jan  Nov 

Dec 

Woolwich 

58 

144 

Barking 

70  100 

135 

Long  Reach 

75 

Northfleet,  342  west  in  cold  weather  on  Dec.  31st  (lfw,sfw,www). 

Single  pairs  were  reported  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Apr.  23rd  and  from  the 
River  Ember  at  Esher  on  July  2nd.  Winter  maxima  at  the  principal  localities 

were: 

Island  Barn 

270  (Feb) 

390  (Dec) 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res. 

423  (Jan) 

220  (Oct) 

Walton  Res. 

58  (Nov) 

Barn  Elms  Res. 

66  (Jan) 

47  (Dec) 

Mallard 

(45) 

1978/79.  See  Table  1. 

The  index  was  the  highest  since  1971/72,  but  the 

increase  seems  not  to  have  been  so  obviously  connected  with  the  cold  weather 
in  1979  as  with  some  other  species,  the  count  for  Feb.  being  over  25  %  lower 
than  that  for  January. 

1978.  Counts  in  excess  of  300  (or  sector  maxima,  if  less)  and  lower 
Thames  records  are  given  or  summarized.  Breeding  concentrations,  an 
Inner  London  breeding  record  from  an  unusual  locality  and  a  record  of 
late  nesting  are  also  given. 

E  William  Girling  Res.,  432  on  Sept.  17th  and  314  on  Dec.  17th. 

H  290  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Jan.  21st  was  the  highest  count  received  from  this 
sector. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  c.  25  pairs  bred;  Alexandra  Park,  only  one  young 
survived  out  of  c.  90  young  hatched.  Staines  Res.,  450  on  June  10th;  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  350  on  Dec.  24th.  Inner  London:  Lincoln’s  Inn,  a  pair  bred  (sc). 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  between  320  and  440,  Jan.  to  Mar. 
and  between  300  and  400  Sept,  to  Dec. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  300  on  Oct.  15th  and  359  on  Nov.  12th. 
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K  Littlebrcok,  300  on  Oct.  2nd.  On  the  lower  Thames  there  were  few  counts 
in  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year,  the  largest  being  130-140  at  Crossness 
in  Mar.  and  July  and  at  Barking  in  June.  Complete  counts  from  the  Upper 
Pool  downstream  to  the  boundary  of  our  Area  in  Oct.,  Nov.  and  Dec, 
revealed  totals  of  623,  902  and  769  respectively. 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  at  least  17  broods.  A  rather  late  brood  of  12  downies 
at  Dulwich  on  Oct.  21st  (pjnw).  Incomplete  counts  from  the  tidal  stretch 
of  the  Thames  in  this  sector  totalled  over  500  in  Feb.  and  Mar.  and  between 
370  and  500  from  Sept,  to  Dec. 

72  Pintail  (52) 

Numbers  on  the  Lower  Thames  in  1978  remained  at  about  the  same  level 
as  in  recent  years,  as  shown  below.  All  records  away  from  that  area  are 
given. 

E  Fisher’s  Green,  two  on  Dec.  24th  (gjw). 

M  Poyle  G.P.,  a  drake  on  May  25th  (jas).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  August  23rd 
(rbh).  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  drake  on  Nov.  12th  (pn). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  a  pair  on  May  20th  (sa). 

K  Maximum  counts  on  the  Lower  Thames  (principally  Rainham)  were  as 
follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Oct  Nov  Dec 

100  20  25  5  25  54 

73  Garganey  (47) 

E  Rainham,  one  or  two  drakes  in  April  and  May;  a  pair  on  July  22nd  and  a 
single  bird  on  August  22nd  (mo). 

H  Moor  Lane,  four  on  August  17th  (avm).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Sept. 
18th  (jd/7). 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  drake  on  May  24th  (jas);  observed  on  many  dates  from 
July  18th  to  the  end  of  August,  with  a  maximum  of  six  on  August  16th 
(mo);  the  only  September  record  is  of  a  single  bird  on  15th  (rbh).  King 
George  VI  Res.,  two  on  July  29th  (pn). 

75  Shoveler  (53) 

1978/79.  See  Table  1.  Although  numbers  were  up  to  the  record  level  of 
1975/76  this  was  not  related  to  the  cold  spell  in  January  and  February  as 
sizeable  flocks  were  recorded  throughout  the  season. 

1978.  Larger  counts  and  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  only  42  in  Feb.  but  130  in  Nov.;  William  Girling  Res., 
81  in  Feb. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  two  drakes  on  May  20th;  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  up  to  eight 
in  June;  Turnford  Marsh,  a  drake  on  May  28th.  Maxima  at  Rye  Marsh 
were  60  in  Jan.  and  Feb.  and  34  in  Nov.,  and  at  Stocker’s  Lake,  90  in  Jan. 
and  60  in  Dec. 

M  Staines  Moor,  a  pair  on  May  19th.  Fluctuating  numbers  were  present 
throughout  the  breeding  season  at  Staines  Res.,  and  in  July  a  duck  with 
nine  recently  fledged  young  were  reported  (pn,mjr).  At  that  locality  there 
were  up  to  75  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  and  up  to  58  in  June; 
maxima  thereafter  were  150  in  Aug.  and  200  in  Nov.  At  King  George  VI 
Res.  there  were  no  more  than  38  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  but  in  the 
autumn  numbers  rapidly  built  up  in  Sept,  to  400  and  then  to  a  maximum 
of  660  on  Oct.  28th,  declining  rapidly  thereafter.  The  largest  counts  at 
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Queen  Mary  Res.  were  270  in  Feb.  and  430  in  Dec.,  and  at  Wraysbury 
Res.  720  in  Nov.  Inner  London:  the  largest  counts  came  from  Regent’s 
Park,  18  on  Sept.  18th  and  20  on  Nov.  28th. 

K  Maxima  at  Littlebrook  were  82  in  Jan.  and  32  in  Dec. 

S  Maxima  at  the  principal  localities  were: 


Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  72  (Jan)  370  (Oct) 

Walton  Res.  19  (Jan)  86  (Nov) 

Barn  Elms  Res.  140  (Jan)  44  (Dec) 

Lonsdale  Road  Res.  -  40  (Sept) 

76  Red-crested  Pochard  (54) 


Numerous  records  were  received  of  one  or  two  birds  on  gravel  pits  and 
reservoirs  west  of  London;  these  almost  certainly  originate  from  parks  and 
other  collections,  where  full-winged  birds  are  known  to  be  present.  The 
only  other  record  is  given  below,  but  equally  it  could  have  been  feral. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  an  adult  female  on  August  19th  (jgh,pfh). 

77  Pochard  (57) 

1978/79.  See  Table  1.  The  increase  in  the  index  was  caused  by  the  cold 
weather  influx  in  January  and  February.  In  spite  of  this  numbers  were  little 
more  than  60  %  of  the  level  of  the  hard  winter  of  1962/63. 

1978.  Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  14  broods;  L/pminster,  two  broods.  Maxima  at  Wal¬ 
thamstow  Res.  were  220  in  Feb.  and  150  in  June  and  Dec. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  brood  (none  survived);  Troy  Mill,  one  brood  on  the 
River  Colne.  The  highest  counts  in  this  sector  were  85  at  Rye  Meads  in 
Feb.  and  80  at  Hilfield  Park  in  Nov. 

M  The  highest  counts  in  this  sector  were  400  at  Wraysbury  Res.  and  210  at 
Hareheld  Moor  G.P.  both  in  Jan.  and  300  at  Staines  Res.  in  Dec.  Counts 
in  excess  of  100  were  received  from  Brent,  Kempton  Park  and  Queen  Mary 
Reservoirs.  Inner  London:  the  only  record  of  breeding  was  from  St.  James’s 
Park  (at  least  12  broods);  the  highest  Inner  London  counts  were  from  the 
same  locality — 101  in  Mar.  and  77  in  Dec. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  220  in  Dec. 

K  The  only  Lower  Thames  record  received  from  this  sector  was  106  at  Rain- 
ham  on  Dec.  9th.  Elsewhere  counts  did  not  exceed  75. 

S  There  were  200  at  Barn  Elms  on  Jan.  1st ;  otherwise  no  counts  were  received 
in  excess  of  70. 

78  Ring-necked  Duck  ( — ) 

M  Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park,  a  drake  on  the  lake  on  May  23rd  (pjo); 
subsequently  reported  from  Regent’s  Park  on  June  14th  (jpw). 

The  first  observation,  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  is  the 
fourth  record  for  the  London  Area,  but  considerable  doubt  must  remain 
about  its  origin,  though  nationally  a  large  influx  occurred  in  the  1977/78 
winter. 

79  Ferruginous  Duck  (58) 

These  records  may  relate  to  escaped  birds. 

M  Little  Britain  Lake,  a  drake  from  Nov.  2nd  to  18th  (mo). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  drakes  from  July  3rd  to  7th  and  on  August  1st,  one 
then  remaining  to  the  end  of  November  (jgh,jc/%gfm,smm). 
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80  Tufted  Duck  (56) 

1978/79.  See  Table  1.  The  increase,  due  to  the  cold  weather  influx  took 
the  index  nearly  to  the  level  of  1974/75,  but  still  well  below  those  for  1971/72 
to  1973/74. 

1978.  The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  breeding  sites  and  minimum 
number  of  broods  recorded. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1977  broods 

34 

42 

23 

35 

8 

7 

7 

156 

sites 

4 

9 

7 

6 

1 

3 

5 

35 

1978  broods 

59 

4 

20 

32 

3 

4 

7 

129 

sites 

7 

2 

9 

3 

1 

1 

5 

28 

The  sharp  reduction  in  the  numbers  in  Herts,  is  probably  a  result  of  under¬ 
recording;  nevertheless  the  number  of  broods  reported  in  the  last  two  years 
is  much  less  than  in  the  three  years  before  that,  viz:  1974  —  184  broods, 
1975  —  195,  1976  —  203.  Concentrations  in  excess  of  ten  broods  in  1978 
were  reported  from  Walthamstow  (E)  —  40  broods  and  St.  James’s  Park 
(IL)  —  25  broods.  Other  Inner  London  breeding  records  came  from  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens  —  five  broods  and  Surrey  Docks  —  two  broods. 
Concentrations  of  500  or  more  are  given  or  summarized  below;  the  late 
summer  concentrations  probably  all  refer  to  moulting  birds. 

E  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  500  on  Aug.  12th;  Walthamstow  Res.,  550  on  Feb.  12th, 
800  on  Aug.  12th;  615  on  Sept.  17th,  1063  on  Nov.  12th  and  725  on  Dec. 
17th. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  600  on  Feb.  16th;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  1500  on  Sept. 
2nd;  Staines  Res.,  870  on  July  30th,  Wraysbury  Res.,  1200  on  Feb.  5th  and 
1,000  on  Nov.  5th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  650  on  Feb.  12th,  504  on  Mar.  12th,  1280  on  Nov.  12th 
and  1,000  on  Dec.  17th. 

S  Walton  Res.,  870  on  Aug.  27th. 

A  ringing  programme  has  been  carried  out  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  Inner  London,  and  recoveries  have  been  notified  from  abroad 
from  Holland  (two),  Denmark,  West  Germany,  Finland  and  Russia  (east 
of  the  Urals)  (rfs). 

81  Scaup  (55) 

The  usual  warning  must  be  given  concerning  possible  confusion  of  certain 
Aythya  hybrids  (e.g.  Pochard  x  Tufted  Duck)  with  this  species. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  female  from  Jan.  29th  to  April  16th  (mo).  The 
same  bird  was  seen  at  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  Herts.,  on  March  28th  (pn). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  a  duck  on  Oct.  21st  (avm). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  duck  on  August  29th  (jc/*,jgh). 

80/81  Scaup  x  Tufted  Duck  hybrid  (55/56) 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  female  hybrid  on  Feb.  3rd  and  7th  (rbh),  considered  by 
the  observer  to  have  been  a  Scaup  x  Tufted  Duck  hybrid. 

82  Eider  (67) 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  drake  from  August  5th  to  19th  (jf). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  first  year  drake  from  Feb.  24th  to  June  3rd  (mo). 
S  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  drake  on  Dec.  17th  (dp). 
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86  Long-tailed  Duck  (61) 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  drake  from  Nov.  30th  to  Dec.  10th  (mo). 

S  Walton  Res.,  a  female  on  Dec.  26th  (crc)  remained  into  1979. 

87  Common  Scoter  (64) 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  duck  on  Feb.  26th  and  March  19th;  a  pair  on  April 
15th;  seven  on  May  1st  (jf).  Girling  Res.,  a  drake  on  April  16th  (jf). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  11  on  May  15th  (ca). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  three  drakes  and  two  ducks  on  April  16th  (hpm, 

GJW). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  pair  on  April  29th;  Wraysbury  Res.,  a  female  on  the 
same  day  (avm,pn).  Staines  Res.,  six  on  April  12th  (rjj);  a  duck  from  Oct. 
29th  to  Nov.  3rd  (rjj,jah,mjw).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  drake  on  August 
5th  (cib,sr). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  a  female  on  Apr.  29th  (avm,pn). 

K  Thames  at  Woolwich,  a  drake  on  Feb.  22nd  (pjs«). 

89  Velvet  Scoter  (62) 

E  Walthamstow  Res.  and  Girling  Res.,  an  immature  drake  from  Oct.  19th 
to  Nov.  25th  (pab,jf,pf). 

91  Goldeneye  (60) 

1978/79.  See  Table  1.  This  species  was  not  apparently  affected  by  the 
cold  weather  in  1979,  and  the  peak  count,  which  occurred  in  March  1979,  was 
similar  to  recent  seasons. 

1978.  Larger  numbers  and  a  summering  record  are  given.  The  April  passage 
was  less  evident  this  year,  maxima  on  several  waters  occurring  in  Jan.  or 
Feb.  rather  than  in  late  Mar.  or  early  Apr. 

E  King  George  V  and  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  up  to  40  in  Jan.  and  Feb. ;  at  the  end 
of  the  year  a  steady  build  up  from  the  end  of  Oct.  to  a  maxima  of  36  on  Dec. 
17th.  ' 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  maxima  were  21  in  Mar.  and  18  in  Dec. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  50  on  Mar.  5th  and  35  on  Dec.  27th;  a  brownhead  was 
present  throughout  the  summer  at  this  water.  King  George  VI  Res.,  14  in 
Jan.;  Staines  Res.,  61  on  Mar.  19th  but  a  maximum  of  only  ten  in  Dec.; 
Wraysbury  Res.,  12  in  Feb.  and  Mar.;  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  20  on  Feb. 
21st. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  22-23  in  Jan.  and  Mar.  and  15  in  Dec. 

S  Walton  Res.,  40  on  Mar.  24th. 

93  Smew  (71) 

1978/79.  See  Table  1.  The  influx  in  Feb.  1979  took  the  index  to  its  highest 
since  1969/70. 

1978.  All  records  are  given  or  summarized.  There  was  clearly  a  small 
influx  in  mid-February. 

M  Brent  Res.,  monthly  maxima  were  Jan.  —  five,  Feb.  —  eight,  Mar.  —  seven, 
Nov.  —  one  and  Dec.  —  three;  no  more  than  two  drakes  were  reported  at 
any  time.  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  four  redheads  on  Feb.  16th,  one  remaining 
to  24th;  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  five  on  Feb.  12th,  one  on  Dec.  4th  and 
four  on  17th. 

B  Tilehouse  G.P.,  three  redheads  on  Feb.  18th  and  one  on  26th;  Wraysbury 
G.Ps.,  one  or  two  Jan.  to  Mar.  5th,  max.  six  in  Feb. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  redheads  Feb.  9th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  redhead  Feb.  12th,  21st  and  23rd;  Walton  Res.,  three 
on  Mar.  5th. 
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94  Red-breasted  Merganser  (69) 

E  King  George  V  Res. /Girling  Res.,  a  drake  from  Jan.  1st  to  March  26th 
and  from  Dec.  2nd  until  the  end  of  the  year;  King  George  V  Res.,  a  pair 
on  April  15th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  female  on  Nov.  19th  (pf);  a  pair  on 
Nov.  26th  (nji). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  21st  (dp). 

95  Goosander  (70) 

1978/79.  See  Table  1.  The  increase  in  the  peak  count  (which  occurred  in 
Jan.  1979)  was  even  more  marked  in  this  species  than  in  Smew  and  was  the 
highest  since  the  arctic  winter  of  1962/63. 

1978.  Larger  counts  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  and  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  31-38  in  Feb.  and  Mar.  with  20 
still  remaining  on  Apr.  8th;  max.  of  20  in  Dec. 

H  Five  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Dec.  31st  was  the  largest  count  reported  for  this 
sector. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  23  in  Mar.  and  25  in  Dec.;  King  George  VI  Res.,  30  in 
Jan.  and  41  in  Feb.;  Staines  Res.,  40  in  Jan.  and  early  Feb.  and  up  to  33  in 
Dec.;  Wraysbury  Res.,  ten  in  Feb. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  16  in  Mar.  and  19  in  Dec.;  Yeoveney  G.P.,  eight  in  Dec. 
S  Island  Barn  Res.,  18  in  Feb.  and  23  in  Mar.;  Walton  Res.,  30  in  Jan.  and 
23-25  in  Feb.  and  Mar. 

96  Ruddy  Duck  ( — ) 

This  species  breeds  ferally  in  the  west  of  England ;  the  following  records  are 
of  birds  undoubtedly  originating  from  that  population. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  duck  on  April  14th  (jdm).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  a  drake 
from  May  9th  to  15th  (wgl,hpm). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  a  drake  on  Feb.  12th  (pn). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  in  late  November  and 
December  (mo). 


103  Marsh  Harrier  (99) 

E  Rainham,  a  female  at  Berwick  Pond  on  May  6th  (mkd),  with  another  at 
Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug.  19th  (pjv,ca  et  al.). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  female  on  Apr.  29th  (swg). 

After  a  gap  of  ten  years  to  1976,  this  is  the  third  year  in  succession  that  this 
species  has  occurred.  The  three  records,  like  the  three  in  1977,  all  refer  to 
females  or  female/immatures. 

104  Hen  Harrier  (100) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  ‘ring-tail’  from  Dec.  20th  to  the  27th  when  two  were 
involved  in  an  aerial  skirmish;  one  bird  staying  in  the  area  into  1979  (mo). 
S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  female/immature  on  Dec.  9th  (dt). 

104/106  Harrier  sp.  (100/102) 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  a  ‘ring-tail’  considered  to  be  a  probable  Hen  Harrier 
on  Nov.  19th  (rhk). 
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108  Sparrowhawk  (93) 

For  the  first  time  in  recent  years  there  has  been  no  real  increase,  and  no 
recorded  nesting  or  attempted  breeding  outside  Surrey.  Inside  the  strong¬ 
hold,  Surrey  itself  held  seven  pairs,  most  of  which  were  successful  with 
three  pairs  in  one  area  raising  seven  young.  Traditional  sites  were  used  in 
the  majority  of  cases.  Elsewhere,  numbers  of  sightings  were  little  changed 
apart  from  Essex  where  a  slight  increase  was  noted. 

Accepted  records  are  given  below  in  full,  but  those  for  Surrey  are  summarized. 

E  Ongar,  one  on  Aug.  3 1st  (ebyvps).  Roydon,  one  on  Aug.  28th  (rj).  South 
Weald  Park,  one  on  Jan.  21st  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  Dec.  3rd  and 
17th  (mgw).  Waltham  Abbey,  a  male  on  Mar.  30th  (gjw). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  30th.  Croxley  Moor,  a  male  on  Dec.  13th 
(cib).  Great  Westwood,  a  female  on  Oct.  12th  (jrb).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  two 
in  April  and  one  in  mid-June  (mcrg).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Sept.  28th  (avm). 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  drifting  S  pursued  by  Carrion 
Crows  on  Dec.  31st  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  flew  W  on  Oct.  3rd  (jpw). 
Ashford,  one  on  Dec.  11th  (mjw).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  27th 
and  Apr.  23rd  (avm,je).  A  female  was  trapped  and  ringed  at  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  on  Jan.  21st  and  another  at  Kempton  Park  Res.,  on  Sept.  2nd  (hrg). 
Single  birds  were  noted  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  and  Staines  Res.,  during 
March  (2),  July  (2),  August  (2),  September  (4),  October  (3)  and  November 
(3).  One  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  Dec.  10th  (avm,jah). 

B  Langley,  one  on  Oct.  26th  (avm).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  male  on  two  dates  in 
January  and  September,  two  immatures  soaring  and  moving  W  on  Oct. 
10th,  one  on  Nov.  11th  (sa)  and  a  female  on  two  dates  in  December  (cib, 

MTNHS). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  circling  together  on  Feb.  23rd  (jo).  Joyden’s  Wood, 
Bexley,  a  female  on  Sept.  16th  (pa)  and  on  three  dates  in  October  (rct,drg). 
Knockholt,  a  juvenile/female  on  July  30th  (trs).  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  circling 
departed  N  on  Oct.  7th  (rjc).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  female  on  June  12th  and  a 
single  bird  on  Sept.  23rd  (jgh). 

S  A  total  of  seven  pairs  bred,  raising  at  least  twelve  young,  an  encouraging 
sign  for  the  future,  once  again  traditional  sites  were  used  and  all  were  in  the 
ever  decreasing  strips  of  heathland  towards  the  boundary  of  our  area.  With 
the  increasing  demands  for  leisure  activities  upon  these  areas  it  will  be 
interesting  to  note  whether  these  levels  can  be  maintained.  All  records 
relate  to  single  birds  unless  otherwise  indicated.  Banstead,  one  visited  a 
garden  on  at  least  five  occasions  between  Apr.  30th  and  June  16th,  and  was 
seen  to  take  a  young  House  Sparrow  on  one  occasion  (lr).  A  female  at 
Perrotts  Wood  on  Feb.  10th  (ccl,ksl).  Bookham  Common,  a  female  was 
found  shot  on  Apr.  17th  (nd)  with  another  female  there  on  May  15th  and 
June  21st  (esb),  two  on  Oct.  20th  (gb).  Caterham,  singles  on  June  12th, 
Aug.  6th  and  Nov.  11th  and  two  on  Dec.  19th  (sh).  Cobham  Park  one 
during  April  and  May  (dkjw).  Epsom,  a  female  on  Oct.  14th  (whd).  Kew 
Gardens,  Nov.  30th  (rbh).  Kingston,  one  circling  S  on  Mar.  11th  (crc), 
one  N  over  Kingston  Vale  on  Mar.  20th,  and  on  Sept.  2nd  and  17th  going 
S  (bam).  Leatherhead,  one  hit  a  greenhouse  window  but  recovered  suffi- 
cently  to  fly  off  on  May  21st  (aoc),  another  unsuccessfully  attacked  a 
Blue  Tit  on  Oct.  10th  (raf).  A  female  drifting  N  over  Old  Oxted  on  Apr. 
29th  (kco).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Feb.  25th  and  Nov.  11th  (rdh,dmc). 
Walton  Heath,  long  dead  remains  found  on  Mar.  5th  (msa).  Wimbledon 
Common,  Nov.  5th  and  Dec.  25th  (pjc«).  Wisley  Common,  a  female  on 
Mar.  12th  (res).  Woldingham,  Aug.  16th  and  one  on  Nov.  24th  caught  a 
small  bird  (igm). 
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109  Buzzard  (91) 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  flew  E  on  May  19th  (avm,rrd).  Croxley  Station,  one  on 
Oct.  20th  (rrd). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  circling  NW  on  Apr.  14th  (td). 

S  Shirley,  one  on  Mar.  7th  (pp). 

113  Osprey  (103) 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (jah). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May  10th  and  an  adult  on  July  21st  (jgh). 

Three  in  one  year  is  still  a  fair  showing,  but  it  is  a  noticeable  reduction 
compared  with  the  last  two  years,  eight  in  1976  and  five  in  1977.  It  is 
interesting  to  note,  after  the  first  July  record  last  year,  a  second  —  an  adult 
—  has  followed. 

115  Kestrel  (110) 

All  reports  of  breeding  are  summarized  in  the  following  table: 

Inner 

Essex  Herts  Mx/Bucks  London  Kent  Surrey  Total 

Proved  Breeding  11  3  11  7  16  8  56 

Possible  Breeding  —  —  2  4  13  2  21 

77 

The  figures  suggest  a  slight  drop,  but  comparison  with  recent  years  shows 
that  this  decrease  is  within  the  range  of  variation  in  observer-coverage  and 
does  not  foreshadow  any  change  in  species  status.  In  fact,  totals  for  Inner 
London — a  reliable  barometer  of  the  overall  population — show  only  slight 
deviation  despite  the  loss  of  the  Surrey  Docks. 

A  nestling  ringed  on  July  5th,  1976,  in  Osterley  Park  was  found  dead  560km 
SW  at  Vendee,  France,  on  Feb.  22nd,  1978  (dgh). 

All  Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given  below: 

Bankside  Power  Station,  one  on  ledge  at  top  of  chimney  July  14th  and 
Aug.  1st  (dab).  Flyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  many  dates 
throughout  the  year.  Lambeth  North  Church,  one  pair  nested  in  spire 
(bme).  One  pair  London  Bridge  Station,  Aug.  1st  (dab).  British  Rail  Head¬ 
quarters,  Marylebone,  one  pair  bred.  Radcliffe  Square,  one  pair  raised 
four  young  (bme).  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  raised  two  young  in  an  old 
crow’s  nest  (jpvv).  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  one  on  June  6th  and  July  17th  (dab). 
One  pair  presumed  to  have  nested  at  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital.  St.  Luke’s, 
Sydney  Street,  one  pair  raised  three  young  (thas).  Southwark  Street,  one 
pair  on  June  5th  (dab).  One  pair  held  territory  in  Surrey  Docks  (rea).  One 
pair  at  nest  in  July,  Vauxhall  (thas). 

118  Merlin  (107) 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  10th  (jah,avm). 

119  Hobby  (104) 

A  poor  year  with  none  nesting  in  our  area  for  the  first  time  since  1974, 
though  a  pair  successfully  raised  two  young  half-a-mile  outside  our  northern 
boundary.  Sightings  of  individuals  continue  to  be  well  reported.  All  records 
refer  to  single  birds  except  where  stated. 

E  Brentwood,  May  7th  (ebvvps).  Rainham,  May  4th  (ag>9-  Thorndon  Park, 
Sept.  17th  (mgw). 
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H  Bowness  G.P.,  May  3rd  (gjw)  the  same  day  one  appeared  at  Stanstead 
Abbotts  G.P.  (hpm).  Loudwater,  one  on  several  dates  in  May,  seen  to  catch 
a  House  Martin  on  the  17th  (me).  Rye  Meads,  May  7th  (hnhs).  Stocker’s 
Lake,  July  24th  (avm)  and  one  two  days  later  at  Troy  Mill  (rrd). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flying  NE  on  May  17th  (td).  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  many  dates  between  May  13th  and  Sept.  17th  (mo).  Harmonds- 
worth,  May  7th  (jah,pn).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  Aug.  28th  (rrd).  Kempton 
Park  Res.,  July  22nd  (dp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Aug.  13th  (je).  Staines  Moor, 
Sept.  15th  (pn). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  five  dates  between  May  28th  and  Sept.  12th  (mo). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  Aug.  10th  (jgh). 

S  Godstone  Pond,  one  flying  N  on  Apr.  29th  (kco),  with  single  birds  there  on 
Sept.  8th  and  9th.  Surbiton  Cemetery,  May  15th  (res).  Holmethorpe, 
July  11th  and  Aug.  1st  (rhc).  Claygate,  Aug.  17th  (pc).  Bam  Elms  Res., 
Sept.  12th  (rbh). 

123  Peregrine  (105) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Sept.  11th  and  15th  was  seen  to  take  and  kill  a 
Magpie  (r-t,pcf). 

129  Red-legged  Partridge  (115) 

Pairs  were  noted  at  the  following  locations,  and  large  counts  are  given.  It 
is  encouraging  to  see  some  more  records  of  this  species  come  to  light, 
though  more  reports  of  breeding  birds  are  required  especially  in  Bucks,  and 
Surrey. 

E  Abridge,  three  pairs.  Barking,  one  pair.  Girling  Res.,  one  pair.  Hainault, 
two  pairs.  Navestock,  eight  pairs.  Netherhall  G.P.,  three  pairs.  Ongar,  five 
pairs.  Rainham,  two  pairs.  Netherhall  G.P.,  40  on  Dec.  16th  (mkd,gjw). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  pair.  Stanborough,  37  on  Jan.  8th  (gcg).  Great  Westwood, 
25  on  Jan.  1st  and  Juniper  Hill,  20  on  Oct.  12th  (jrb). 

M  No  records  of  nesting  pairs  or  attempted  breeding.  Poyle,  32  on  Oct.  28th 
and  22  on  Nov.  26th  (avm,pn).  The  only  other  high  numbers  were  at  Brims- 
down  Power  Station,  4  in  April,  July  and  November  (prk). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  only  record  for  Bucks,  was  of  two  possibles  on  Apr.  8th. 

K  Littlebrook  and  Hartford  Marsh,  a  maximum  of  six  throughout  the  year, 
otherwise  numbers  still  low  (drg).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  of  the  18  recorded 
there  on  Jan.  4th  it  was  thought  that  some  were  Red-legged  x  Rock  Part¬ 
ridge  hybrids  released  for  ‘sporting’  purposes  by  a  local  farmer. 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  present  throughout  the  year,  no  evidence  of 
breeding,  maximum  numbers,  eight  on  Jan.  17th  and  five  on  Mar.  13th  and 
Apr.  29th  (rea).  Only  other  record  for  Surrey  was  of  six  on  Ashstead 
Common  on  Jan.  7th  (mjm). 

130  Grey  Partridge  (116) 

There  is  some  difficulty  in  giving  a  true  assessment  of  the  status  owing  to 
a  decrease  in  records  received.  The  total  of  breeding  pairs  reported  this  year 
is  well  under  the  numbers  previously  noted,  it  would  appear  that  the 
population  is  sufficiently  established  to  attract  only  minimal  attention. 
Breeding  season  localities  (one  pair  unless  otherwise  stated)  and  coveys  of 
over  five  are  given. 

E  Barking  (2),  Hainault  (2),  Ongar  (2),  Rainham  (2).  Netherhall  G.P.,  ten  on 
Oct.  1st  (jf).  Romford,  five  on  Dec.  3rd  (ag /). 

H  Poor  breeding  season  noted,  maximum  of  four  at  Harper  Mill  on  Jan.  2nd 

(iGJ). 
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M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Staines  Moor  (2-f-).  Osterley  Park  33  on  Nov.  8th  and 
c.  40  in  December  (dgh).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  16  on  Nov.  11th  (avm).  Poyle 
G.P.,  14  on  Jan.  15th.  Staines  Moor,  13  on  Nov.  1st  (prk)  and  11  on  Stan- 
well  Moor  on  Nov.  12th  (jah). 

B  Denham.  Woodlands  G.P.,  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  and  there  were 
ten  there  on  Sept.  23rd  and  nine  on  Dec.  31st  (rrg).  Yeoveney  G.P.  nine 
on  Nov.  12th. 

K  Badger’s  Mount,  one  pair  bred  and  five  there  on  May  21st  (pe).  Dartford 
Marsh,  11  on  Feb.  14th  and  Nov.  5th  and  several  pairs  bred  (drg).  Erith 
Marsh,  eight  on  Dec.  10th  (kpQ.  Swanscombe,  seven  on  Jan.  4th  (lfw). 

S  Hersham  S.F.,  five  on  Dec.  3rd  (dp).  Richmond  Park,  five  on  Jan.  1st  (rsb). 


(117) 


131  Quail 

S  Ashstead  Common,  a  pair  on  June  10th  (emg,ja,dt/). 


(118) 


133  Pheasant 


The  population  at  present  appears  to  be  somewhat  stable  with  no  fluctu¬ 
ations  at  ail  noted,  with  birds  found  on  the  Green  Belt,  Commons  and 
Parkland  areas.  In  recent  years  all  sites  of  occurrence  have  regularly 
reported  a  fairly  numerous  breeding  population,  though  undoubtedly 
local.  The  influencing  or  stabilizing  factor  may  be  not  so  much  human 
persecution  as  increasing  numbers  of  the  suburban  fox.  Single  birds  or 
small  family  parties  are  most  usually  met  with  in  Essex,  Herts,  and  Surrey, 
though  birds  are  present  in  strength  in  both  Middx,  and  Kent.  In  the  latter 
county  numbers  are  augmented  each  year  by  the  release  of  many  young 
birds  for  ‘sporting’  purposes  by  shooting  syndicates. 

H  Great  Westwood,  25  +  together  on  Oct.  12th  is  the  highest  number  reported 
for  some  considerable  time  (jrb). 


136  Water  Rail  (120) 

The  increase  apparent  in  the  last  three  years  has  been  maintained,  at  least 
one  pair  breeding  successfully;  one  other  pair  and  several  individuals  were 
seen  at  suitable  localities  during  the  summer  months.  The  numbers  winter¬ 
ing  in  Herts,  have  always  been  high  but  numbers  recorded  this  year  surpass 
all  previous  counts  in  recent  years.  All  sites  of  winter  occurrence  are  given 
(singles  unless  otherwise  stated). 

E  Fisher's  Green  (3),  Rainham,  Sewardstone,  Thorndon  Park,  Walthamstow 
Res.,  one  January  -  March,  two  in  December  (pf). 

H  Batchworth  G.P.,  Cassiobury  Park,  two  in  January,  four  in  February,  one 
in  March,  two  in  August  and  one  in  December.  Cheshunt  G.P.  (4).  Copper- 
mill  Lock,  Croxleyhall  G.P.,  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (2).  R.  Lea,  Sunford  (2), 
Rye  House  Marsh,  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (3),  Stanborough,  Stocker’s  Lake  (2). 

M  Brent  Res.  (3),  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  Poyle,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Ruislip 
Lido  (2),  Staines  Moor. 

B  Singles  at  Wraysbury  G.P. 

K  Darenth  Pits,  Dartford  Heath,  Foots  Cray  Meadows  (3),  Ruxley  G.P.  (5), 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  (jgh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Godstone  Pond,  Beddington  S.F.,  Bookham  Common, 
Brewer  Street,  Fetcham  watercress  beds,  Hogsmill  S.F.,  Holmethorpe  G.P., 
Richmond  Park. 
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142  Moorhen  (126) 

Numbers  are  unchanged  this  year  and  the  population  is  at  present  probably 
maintaining  its  distribution  at  its  total  extent,  few  suitable  areas  do  not 
hold  resident  pairs.  High  numbers  are  a  feature  of  the  records  received, 
especially  of  birds  flocking  together  in  the  winter  months.  One  interesting 
movement  occurred,  of  an  adult  ringed  in  East  Germany  on  August  1st, 
1972,  controlled  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  on  March  5th.  Large  counts  and 
Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Wanstead  Park,  69  in  September,  61  in  October  (wgg). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  107  on  Jan.  29th,  with  90+  in  December  (mcrg).  Rick- 
mansworth  G.P.,  35  in  December  (hb,hnhs). 

M  Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park,  two  pairs  bred  (pjo);  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  four  pairs  out  of  a  total  six  were  successful  (dab); 
Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  one  pair  reared  two  broods  (pjs//). 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  35  on  Dec.  22nd  (ss).  Littlebrook  G.P.,  maximum  of 
49  on  Mar.  17th  (drg).  Northfleet,  38  on  Mar.  28th  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  50+  in  March,  30+  in  September  (swg).  Dulwich  Park, 
39  on  Jan.  5th  and  45  on  Mar.  1st  (pjnw).  Hersham  S.F.,  60  on  Feb.  12th 
and  45  on  Nov  12th  (mt,jet).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  pairs  bred 
(rea). 

145  Coot  (127) 

Largest  counts  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  500  or  more  from  Sept,  to  Dec.,  max.  1,027  in  Nov. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  200  in  July;  Stocker’s  Lake,  250  in  Nov. 

Queen  Mary  Res.,  240  in  Nov.;  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  370  in  Jan.  Inner 
London:  bred  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  15  nests;  Regent’s 
Park  and  St.  James’s  Park,  at  least  19  nests. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  1,300  in  Nov.  and  1,695  in  Dec. 

S  Walton  Res.,  580  in  Dec. 

151  Oystercatcher  (131) 

E  Barking  Bay,  one  or  two  in  April  and  May  (dm).  King  George  V  Res.,  two 

on  May  2nd  (km),  three  on  May  6th  (gjw)  all  flying  south,  one  on  Aug. 

5th  and  three  on  Oct.  15th  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  8th,  two  on 
Mar.  11th,  three  on  May  7th  (mkd)  and  a  pair  on  May  3rd  (dm).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  three  on  May  16th  (ca),  two  on  May  29th  and  one  on  Apr.  17th 
(pf).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (dsb). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Aug.  5th  (hnhs). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  five  on  May  8th,  singles  on  July  15th  and  Aug.  6th 
(hrg,dp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  1st  (avm,pn).  Staines  Res.,  singles 
on  Apr.  10th  (avm)  and  16th  (cib).  May  21st  (gc/*,  jas),  Aug.  6th  (je,ck)  and 
Aug.  28th  (Gcr,KFB). 

K  Crossness,  two  on  Mar.  13th  (jfw),  two  on  Mar.  14th  (pjs//),  three  on  Apr. 
9th  (jfw),  two  on  Apr.  21st  (pjs//).  Limehouse,  one  on  May  1st  ( kp r).  Little- 
brook,  a  pair  on  May  6th  (dfy).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  May  12th, 
July  10th  and  Aug.  14th  (jgh). 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames,  Tower  Bridge,  one  flying  along  river  on 
Aug.  19th  (jc/7).  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  May  26th  (rea). 

153  Avocet  (185) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  13th  (ds)  and  one  between  Dec.  9th  and 
15th  (jf,ds). 
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H  Rye  Meads,  two  on  May  13th  (hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  two  flying 
NE  on  May  13th  (hpm). 

M  Staines  R.es.,  six  on  Mar.  28th  (irfs). 

S  Holmethorpe,  four  on  Apr.  29th  and  30th  (rhc). 

These  bring  the  total  records  for  the  London  Area  to  29. 

154  Stone-Curlew  (189) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  from  Oct.  2nd  to  6th  (bo). 

158  Little  Ringed  Plover  (135) 

E  A  pair  at  each  of  four  sites  bred  successfully  and  another  pair  was  present 
at  one  of  these.  One  pair  may  have  nested  at  another  locality  and  four 
pairs  were  present  at  another  site  where  three  clutches  were  found  but 
without  any  breeding  success.  Seven  pairs  were  recorded  at  three  other  sites. 
Peak  counts  of  autumn  migrants  were  of  19  on  July  22nd  at  Netherhall 
(gjw)  and  40  on  Aug.  5th  at  Rainham  Marsh  (pjv  et  al.). 

H  One  pair  present  in  June  at  one  site  and  two  juveniles  were  seen  at  another 
site  on  July  16th. 

M  Staines  Res.,  probably  at  least  ten  pairs  present  on  the  drained  south  basin  in 
May  and  June  (mo)  and  24  individuals  were  counted  on  May  30th  (jah), 
many  young  seen.  Three  pairs  bred  at  another  site  and  a  pair  each  at  two 
other  sites  and  a  pair  probably  bred  at  another.  In  autumn  peak  counts 
were  of  25  on  Aug.  7th  (mjr)  and  c.  15  on  Aug.  20th  (mjw)  at  Staines  Res. 

B  Two  pairs  present  at  one  site  where  two  nests  were  found  but  breeding 
unsuccessful.  Two  pairs  were  present  at  another  site. 

K  Four  pairs  bred  successfully  at  one  site  and  one  pair  at  another  site.  A  nest 
at  another  was  robbed  and  a  pair  was  present  at  each  of  three  other  sites 
where  a  pair  possibly  bred. 

S  One  pair  bred  successfully  at  one  site  and  two  juveniles  were  seen  at  another 
site  on  June  11th.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  present  probably 
bred  (re a). 

159  Ringed  Plover  (134) 

All  breeding  records  are  shown  under  counties  below,  together  with  peak 
counts  of  migrants  and  winter  records  at  inland  sites.  At  least  17  pairs  held 
territories  at  10  sites,  five  of  them  away  from  the  Thames. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  pairs  bred  successfully  (mkd). 

M  London  Airport,  one  pair  raised  young  (jas).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  a  pair  with 
young  on  June  10th  (avm,pn).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  6th  (pjnw),  present 
throughout  period  from  Mar.  6th  to  Sept.  30th,  with  peak  counts  of  35  on 
May  31st  (avm)  and  52  on  Aug.  19th  (rbh).  Tw  o  or  three  pairs  held  territory, 
at  least  two  pairs  bred  successfully  (mo). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  nest  and  eggs  found,  but  later  destroyed  (rrg). 

K  Cross  Ness  S.F.,  four  nests  located  (jfw).  Dartford  Marsh,  pair  present 
during  summer,  may  have  bred  (drg).  Erith  Marsh,  two  pairs  w'ith  young 
(jfw).  Northfleet,  three  pairs  held  territories  in  April  (lfw).  Swanscombe 
Marsh,  two  pairs  held  territories  in  April  (lfw).  Thamesmead,  two  pairs, 
at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully  (pjs/?,jfw). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  or  two  present  from  April  to  June,  with 
distraction  displays  seen,  breeding  strongly  suspected;  one  on  Sept.  5th 
(rea).  Lower  Thames:  Records  received  indicated  poor  coverage  by 
observers.  No  counts  w'ere  received  from  the  principal  high-tide  roost  at 
West  Thurrock  power  station.  50+  at  Erith  on  Nov.  25th.  100  at  Swans¬ 
combe  on  Jan.  2nd,  12  on  Feb.  12th,  25  on  Mar.  4th  and  60  on  Oct.  15th 
were  the  only  counts  to  reach  double  figures. 
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161  Kentish  Plover  (136) 

M  Staines  Res.,  single  females  on  Apr.  9th  (kfb  et  cd.)  and  May  29th  (avm). 
These  bring  the  total  London  Area  records  this  century  to  14. 

165  Golden  Plover  (140) 

E  Cranham,  six  on  Dec.  31st  (rl).  Nazeing,  50  on  Jan.  10th  (mc).  Rainham 
Marsh,  four  on  Feb.  18th  and  singles  on  Mar.  27th,  Aug.  16th,  26th  (pjv) 
and  Aug.  28th  (mkd).  Romford,  46  on  Nov.  9th  (ebwps).  Thorndon  Park, 
one  flying  E  on  Apr.  9th  (mgw). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  two  on  Dec.  30th  (wgl,  hpm). 

M  Harefleld  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  3rd  (cib).  London  Airport,  six  on  Feb. 
14th  (jas).  Staines  Moor,  maximum  of  120  on  Feb.  6th  (lfr)  during  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year,  and  52  on  Dec.  3rd  (pn).  King  George  VI 
Res.,  present  in  November  and  December  on  drained  bed  of  reservoir  with 
a  maximum  of  60  on  Dec.  17th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  May  22nd  and 
one  or  two  between  July  29th  and  Aug.  19th  (mo). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Dec.  2nd  (mt/?,pa).  Lennox  Road,  Gravesend,  19 
flying  S  on  Dec.  21st  (sfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Jan.  22nd,  Feb.  26th  and  Oct.  27th  (swg),  one  on 
Dec.  27th  and  29th  (rja,sja). 

166  Grey  Plover  (139) 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  flying  S  on  Oct.  15th  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh, 

singles  on  July  8th  (ds)  and  between  Aug.  12th  and  19th  (mkd, pjv),  two  on 
Dec.  23rd  (mkd). 

M  Staines  Moor,  one  on  May  14th  (jah).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  22nd 
and  23rd  (mo),  May  1st  (avm,pn),  two  on  May  3rd  (jas)  and  up  to  three  on 
nine  dates  between  May  18th  and  June  1st  (mo),  four  on  May  30th  (jah), 
up  to  four  between  June  16th  and  21st  (mo)  and  two  on  Oct.  10th  (arjp). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  Nov.  28th  (pa)  and  Dec.  2nd  (at)  and  Dec. 

19th  (dfy). 

169  Lapwing  (133) 

An  exceptional  movement  occurred  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  following 
the  onset  of  cold  weather  on  the  night  of  Dec.  30th/31st,  most  reports 
coming  from  the  eastern  half  of  the  Area.  The  direction  was  mainly  S  to 
SW  with  3,000  in  the  Lea  Valley  (E),  large  numbers  at  R.adlett,  Rickmans- 
worth  and  Wormley  (H),  4,570  at  Gravesend/Northfleet  and  1,480  at  Pratts 
Bottom  (K)  and  927  over  Dulwich  (S);  in  Inner  London,  c.  800  flew  over 
Kensington  Gardens. 

The  only  winter  flocks  of  more  than  1,000  were  from  Staines  Moor  (M)  on 
Feb.  5th  ( c .  1,500)  and  King  George  VI  Res.,  on  Nov.  19th  (c.  1,000). 

The  usual  mid-summer  migration  was  first  noted  on  June  1 1th  at  Sevenoaks. 
Breeding  records  were  received  from  Essex,  Herts.,  Middlesex,  Kent  and 
Surrey. 

170  Knot  (169) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  five  on  July  31st  and  Aug.  5th  (AGy),  singles  on  Aug.  15th 
(mkd)  and  Aug.  19th  (pjv),  nine  on  Aug.  22nd  and  two  on  Aug.  28th  (jw). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  on  Sept.  11th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  15th 
(jah),  four  on  May  27th  (avm),  two  on  28th  (mg),  one  on  June  17th  and 
18th  (je,avm,pn),  two  on  July  19th  (jas),  one  on  Aug.  5th  and  6th  (mo)  and 
three  on  Aug.  15th  (lfr). 
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171  Sanderling  (181) 

E  Barking,  one  on  May  8th  (dm).  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  May  1st 
(cm)  and  May  3rd  (pjv).  Girling  Res.,  two  on  May  1st  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh, 
two  on  May  23rd  and  singles  on  May  21st,  25th  and  July  30th  (bo),  three 
on  Aug.  5th  (pjv)  and  singles  on  Aug.  18th  and  20th  (nji). 

M  Staines  Res.,  present  on  ten  dates  between  Apr.  27th  and  May  31st,  mostly 
singles  but  three  on  May  13th,  two  on  14th,  and  five  on  15th  and  23rd 
(je,jah,avm,pn,jas)  ;  one  on  Aug.  3rd  (jas). 


175  Little  Stint  (171) 

The  autumn  passage  was  marked  by  a  massive  influx  into  Britain  from 
about  Sept.  6th,  with  numbers  not  decreasing  until  the  end  of  the  following 
week;  several  flocks  over  a  hundred  were  recorded  in  East  Anglia  and  Kent 
during  this  period,  and  record  numbers  appeared  in  the  London  Area. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Jan,  21st  (cf«))  and  singles  on  Jan.  22nd  (epbws); 
and  Mar.  11th  and  19th  (pjv).  Only  one  spring  record  of  a  single  on  Apr. 
8th  (ds).  Autumn  passage,  up  to  four  on  five  dates  from  July  30th  to  Sept. 
2nd,  then  a  large  influx  between  Sept.  9th  and  17th,  with  maximum  counts 
of  50  on  9th,  34  on  13th,  35  on  16th  and  50  on  17th,  decreasing  suddenly 
to  two  on  23rd  and  4  on  the  24th  (kb, jf, nji, pjv  et  al ). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  7th  (je,pn).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on 
Oct.  1st  (pn).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  present  only  between  Sept.  6th  and  20th,  with 
maximum  counts  of  39  on  Sept.  10th  and  38  on  Sept.  11th  (avm  et  al.). 
Staines  Pves.,  on  on  May  31st  and  June  1st  (avm),  two  on  June  2nd  (je),  and 
three  from  June  9th  to  11th  (rjj,je,avm,pn)  ;  in  autumn  present  from  Aug. 
5th  to  17th,  maximum  of  nine  on  Sept  15th  (mo). 

176  Temminck’s  Stint  (173) 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  May  16th  (rjj),  22nd  and  31st  (jas). 

182  Curlew  Sandpiper  (179) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  in  autumn  up  to  eight  recorded  from  July  31st  to  Aug. 
20th,  then  a  particularly  heavy  passage  from  Aug.  21st  to  Sept.  12th  with 
maximum  counts  of  20  on  Aug.  21st,  26th  and  Sept  1st;  42  on  Sept.  2nd, 
35  on  5th,  40  on  9th  and  finally  23  on  12th  (pab,kbi,mkd,ag>’,pjv  et  al.). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  July  28th  (pf). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  nine  on  Aug.  4th,  up  to  eight  between  Aug.  31st  and 
Sept  10th,  20  on  Sept.  11th,  nine  on  13th,  and  five  on  15th  (je,gcg,avm,pn). 
Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  1st  (avm,pn),  and  in  autumn  between  Aug.  22nd 
and  Sept.  17th  (mo),  maximum  of  13  on  Sept.  9th  (jwr). 


184  Dunlin  (178) 

On  the  Lower  Thames,  only  one  count  was  received  from  the  principal 
high-tide  roost  at  West  Thurrock  power  station  (state  of  tide  not  given) 
and  as  5,000  were  known  to  have  roosted  on  the  ash  pools  in  December 
1977,  the  following  table  of  peak  monthly  counts  probably  under-estimates 
the  wintering  population  at  both  end  of  the  year  by  several  thousands. 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May 

Jun  Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Woolwich/Barking 

200 

300 

650 

Crossness 

150 

— 

120 

53 

60 

Rainham/Erith 

500 

400 

350 

50  — 

—  20 

40 

60 

300 

400 

1000 

Dartford 

100  + 

250 

100  + 

200  + 

170 

West  Thurrock 

— 

250 

— 

Swanscombe 

120 

100  + 

100 

3,000  were  reported  at  Rainham  Marsh  (away  from  the  Thames)  on  Nov. 
10th  (ag). 

At  inland  sites,  no  counts  exceeded  four,  except  on  two  south-western 
reservoirs  and  at  the  nearby  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  Peak  counts  are  given  in  the 
following  table. 


Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
King  George  VI 
Staines  Res. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May  June 

July 

Aug  Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

— 

— 

9 

5 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

14 

66 

89 

Res.  — • 

2 

2 

31 

110 

120 

200 

6 

2 

8 

21 

8 

6 

21 

6 

— 

— 

30 

The  south  basin  of  Staines  Res.  was  empty  all  year  but  had  dried  out  and 
was  overgrown  by  early  September.  The  adjacent  King  George  VI  Res.  was 
drained  from  late  October  to  mid-December.  In  addition  there  was  an 
isolated  record  of  c.  100  at  Kempton  Park  (M)  on  Feb  5th  (mt/z).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Nov.  21st,  c.  20  flew  round  briefly  in  the 
early  morning  of  Dec.  7th  (jpw);  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (rea). 


188  Ruff  (184) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  present  from  Jan.  29th  to  Apr.  23rd,  peak  counts  of  25 
on  Feb.  13th  (gat)  and  35  on  Mar.  5th  (ebwps),  with  a  late  spring  bird  on 
May  26th  and  27th  (gat).  Autumn  passage  from  July  23rd,  with  32  on 
Aug.  22nd  (jw),  19  on  Sept.  19th  (pjv)  and  25  on  Oct.  15th  (mkd);  15  still 
present  on  Nov.  2nd,  increasing  to  55  on  Dec.  17th  (mkd). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  singles  on  Mar.  10th  and  Nov.  12th  (rl).  Croxley  Hall 
(watercress  beds),  one  on  Feb.  11th  (pn). 

M  Only  reported  from  the  Staines  area,  with  most  records  from  Staines  Res., 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Poyle,  Staines  Moor  and  King  George  VI  Res.,  Peak 
monthly  counts  in  this  sector  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

29  28  13  7  5  1  4  16  16  11  11  17 

Five  birds  were  observed  displaying  at  one  locality  on  May  13th  and  14th. 
K  Crossness  Outfall,  four  on  Feb.  11th  (jfw).  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Jan. 
1st  (drg)  and  one  on  Feb.  23rd  (gbc).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  16th 
(jgh). 

S  Reddington  S.F.,  singles  on  Jan.  4th,  Aug.  9th  and  Sept.  25th  (mo).  Fetcham 
Mill  Pond,  one  on  Dec.  31st  (dp).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  July  30th  (dp). 
Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  28th  (wri).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one 
on  Sept.  4th  (rea). 

189  Jack  Snipe  (147) 

E  Berwick  Pond,  one  on  Dec.  3rd  (mkd).  Cranham,  two  on  Dec.  31st  (rl). 
Epping  S.F.,  five  on  Jan.  5th,  ten  on  Mar.  10th,  three  in  April  and  two  or 
three  in  November  and  December  (ebwps).  Harold  Wood,  one  on  Mar. 
18th  (ebwps).  Hornchurch,  one  on  Dec.  3rd  and  five  on  28th  (mkd).  Rain¬ 
ham  Marsh,  one  to  three  on  six  dates  between  Jan.  29th  and  Mar.  19th  with 
seven  on  Feb.  5th  (ebwps,pjv);  singles  on  five  dates  from  Sept.  23rd  to 
Dec.  2nd  (mkd, pjv),  ten  on  Dec.  15th  (jf)  and  three  on  Dec.  22nd  (agl). 
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H  Singles  recorded  at  six  localities  from  January  to  April  (mo)  and  three  on 
Feb.  12th  and  two  on  Feb.  18th  and  20th  at  Cassiobury  Park  (jdm).  Singles 
recorded  at  four  localities  from  Oct.  22nd  to  Dec.  30th  (mo). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  singles  on  Jan.  21st  (igj)  and  Nov.  1st  (rhnhs).  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  on  on  Oct.  28th  (avm,pn).  Poyle,  two  on  Jan.  15th,  three  on 
Mar.  12th  and  two  on  18th  (avm,pn),  singles  on  Mar.  25th  (je),  Apr.  1st, 
8th,  12th,  Oct.  28th  and  Nov.  26th  (avm,pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on 
Jan.  2nd  (hrg).  Springwell  Watercress  Beds,  one  on  Feb.  18th  (igj).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  11th  (jpw). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  two  on  Dec.  9th  (mtnhs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  or  two  during  winter  months  (drg).  Gravesend/ 
Northfleet,  one  on  Dec.  31st  (lfw).  Ruxley  G.P.,  singles  on  Jan.  8th  (ss) 
and  Feb.  16th  (srp).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  eight  on  Jan.  25th  was  the  maximum 
for  this  months  and  last  seen  on  April  20th  (jc,jgh),  singles  on  Nov.  25th 
and  Dec.  9th  (gfm).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  eight  on  Jan.  2nd,  two  on  Feb. 
12th,  nine  on  Mar.  4th  (lfw),  three  on  Mar.  5th  (rjc),  seven  on  Apr.  7th 
(lfw)  and  one  on  Dec.  3rd  (pch). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  oneror  two  present  from  January  to  late  April  with  a 
maximum  of  five  on  Mar.  19th  (swg  et  cil.).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  12th, 
two  on  Nov.  12th  and  five  on  Dec.  10th  (dp).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  singles  on  Jan. 
21st,  Feb.  18th  and  Mar.  27th,  five  on  Oct.  14th,  and  from  Oct.  21st  to 
26th,  and  five  on  Nov.  25th  (wri),  one  on  Oct.  11th  (jg).  Holmethorpe,  one 
on  Apr.  5th  (rhc).  Richmond  Park,  three  on  Jan.  3rd  (dmc,rjq),  one  on 
Dec.  2nd  (rsb).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (rea). 

190  Snipe  (145) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  peak  counts  of  100  on  Mar.  4th  (ebwps),  70  on  Apr.  9th 
(mkd),  45  on  Sept.  24th  (ebwps),  up  to  85  in  October  (bo  et  al.),  and  70  on 
Nov.  3rd  (mkd).  Romford,  one  or  two  drumming  in  April  (acp). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  up  to  47  in  February  (ck, jdm, rap).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  up 
to  35  in  October  (jrb,je),  40  on  Nov.  11th  (jd«)  and  70  on  Dec.  10th  (mcrg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  10+  on  Dec.  10th  (es).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  maximum  count 
110  on  Mar.  5th  (rrd,je).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  35  on  Dec.  3rd  (mjs).  Poyle,  100 
estimated  on  several  dates  from  January  to  Mar.  18th,  50  on  Apr.  2nd  and 
one  on  June  10th  (avm,pn).  Staines  Moor  33  on  Mar.  5th  (avm,pn),  two  on 
July  25th  (lfr).  Staines  Res.,  20+  on  Aug.  20th  (rbh).  Stanwell  Moor,  47 
on  Nov.  12th  (jah).  Uxbridge,  Frays  Farm,  c.  50  on  Mar.  28th  (pn).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Nov.  30th,  two  on  Dec.  6th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  peak  counts  of  50  in  October  and  December  (es). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  maximum  of  42  on  Nov.  28th  (dfy).  Erith  Marsh,  37  on 
Apr.  9th  (jfw).  Littiebrook  G.P.,  62  on  Mar.  19th  (drg).  Sevenoaks  G.P., 
150  to  160  in  January  and  February,  76  on  Mar.  22nd,  43  on  Apr.  3rd,  50 
on  Oct.  8th,  25  on  Nov.  5th  and  60+  on  Dec.  9th  (jc,jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  80+  on  Jan.  4th  (sja)  and  29th  (swg).  Holmethorpe,  38 
on  Oct.  13th  (dpc,lec).  Slyfield  c.  60  on  Mar.  5th  (dp).  Inner  London: 
Surrey  Docks,  three  on  Feb.  27th,  ten  on  Apr.  10th,  one  or  two  until 
May  8th;  singles  on  July  29th  and  Aug.  1st  (rea). 

194  Woodcock  (148) 

In  winter,  singles  were  recorded  from  several  localities  in  all  counties. 
Sightings  away  from  usual  haunts  were  recorded  near  Queen  Mary  Res. 
(M)  on  Apr.  8th,  15th  and  22nd  (hrg);  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  (S)  on  Oct.  28th 
(psa),  in  the  gardens  of  houses  at  Stoneleigh  (S)  on  Nov.  30th  (imc)  and  at 
Woldingham  (S)  on  Dec.  7th  (igm).  Inner  London:  records  were  of  singles 
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in  Regent’s  Park  (M)  on  Nov.  9th  (jpw),  in  Hyde  Park  (M)  on  July  13th  and 
Dec.  6th  (rfs),  in  the  Mall,  St.  James’s  Park  (M)  on  Mar.  4th  (pjo)  and  in  the 
William  Curtis  Ecological  Park,  Southwark  (S)  on  Dec.  20th  (jc).  All 
records  in  the  breeding  season  are  summarized  below. 

E  Hainault,  one  roding  in  June  (acp). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  roding  recorded  in  May  and  June,  at  least  three  pairs 
present  (mo).  Cowheath  Wood,  five  on  June  17th  (pjc). 

S  Bookham  Common,  two  roding  in  spring  (gb,rcp,jjw).  Epsom  Common, 
one  roding  on  May  16th  and  17th  (wri,mjm).  Headley  Heath,  two  roding 
on  June  11th  (ckd,pod)  and  three  on  July  1st  (rpb,ckd,pod).  Oxshott,  two 
roding  on  May  19th  (jet).  Walton  Heath,  one  roding  on  May  5th  (ckd, 
pod).  Limpsfield  Chart,  three  flying  at  dusk  on  June  10th  (gbc). 

195  Black-tailed  Godwit  (154) 

E  Beckton,  one  on  Mar.  23rd  (cwp). 

M  Staines  Moor,  five  on  May  7th  (jah,pn).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  9th 
(kfb),  May  24th  and  June  24th  (jas);  in  July,  four  on  12th  (avm,pn)  and 
one  on  13th  and  14th  (jas),  and  in  August,  22  on  7th  (jah,rjj,pjs«),  two  from 
8th  to  15th,  five  on  16th,  and  one  on  19th  and  20th  (mo). 

196  Bar-tailed  Godwit  (155) 

E  Barking,  one  on  May  8th  (dm).  Rainham  Marsh,  five  on  Apr.  25th  and 
three  on  26th  (ebwps),  three  on  May  14th  (jw)  and  two  on  Aug.  15th  (mkd). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  26th  (crc);  in  April,  two  on  16th  (cib),  one  on 
21st  (avm),  four  on  22nd  (avm,pn),  one  on  25th  (jas),  16  on  26th  (je,pn) 
and  an  exceptional  flock  of  44  on  Apr.  30th  (rem);  singles  on  May  31st 
(Gcr),  July  6th  (avm,pn)  and  31st  (jas). 

K  River  Thames :  Swanscombe,  eight  on  Apr.  30th  (rjc). 


198  Whimbrei  (151) 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  24th,  five  on  28th  and  three  on  29th 
(pjv),  singles  on  May  1st,  2nd  and  6th  (cf«,km,gjw)  and  13  on  May  9th 
(agt).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (nji),  singles  on  July  9th  and 
22nd  (mkd, pjv),  nine  on  Aug.  26th  (jw)  and  three  on  28th  (mkd).  Wal¬ 
thamstow  Res.,  singles  on  May  3rd  (pab)  and  7th  (pf). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles  flying  over  on  Apr.  22nd  (avm,pn)  and  Aug.  20th 
(rbh).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Apr.  19th  (lfr).  Staines  Res.,  six  on  Apr.  22nd 
(avm,pn),  one  on  23rd  (pn),  two  on  July  10th  (rjj),  16  on  July  31st  (jas), 
and  in  August  singles  on  1st  (rjj),  2nd  (rbh)  and  10th  (mo),  three  on  26th 
(pn). 

K  Crossness  Outfall,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  (jfw).  Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  on  May 
6th  (dfy).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  seven  on  Apr.  30th  (rjc),  one  on  Apr.  30th 
(gbc),  two  on  May  5th  (rjc),  one  on  June  6th  (gbc)  and  one  on  Oct.  1 5th 
(rjc). 

S  Field  Common,  Hersham,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  (jet). 


199  Curlew 

All  observations  are  summarized  in  the  following  table. 


(150) 


Jan 

Sightings  — 
Total  birds  — 


Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept 

—  2.5—  3  5  17  3 

—  2  20  —  22  7  57  5 


Oct  Nov  Dec 

3  1  1 

19  1  1 


36  LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  43  FOR  1978 

As  usual  the  majority  of  records  were  of  birds  flying  over.  A  small  spring 
passage  took  place  in  April,  including  two  flocks  totalling  14  birds  flying  N 
over  King  George  V  Res.  (E)  on  Apr.  18th  (km).  A  flock  of  20  flew  W  over 
Surrey  Docks  (Inner  London)  on  June  29th  (rea).  The  autumn  passage 
was  on  a  much  larger  scale  than  usual,  the  main  movement  taking  place  in 
the  second  half  of  August,  with  regular  records  during  this  period  from 
Staines  Res.  (M)  of  up  to  nine  birds  and  Rainham  Marsh  (E),  where  there 
were  up  to  eight  on  several  dates.  At  Staines  Moor,  15  flew  N  on  Oct.  1st. 
Other  Inner  London  records  during  the  year  were  one  W  over  the  Surrey 
Docks  on  June  12th  (rea)  and  one  or  more  calling  over  Hyde  Park  on 
Mar.  8th  (pab). 

201  Spotted  Redshank  (162) 

E  Ockendon,  four  on  Aug.  21st  and  two  on  25th  (ebwps).  Rainham  Marsh, 
three  on  Apr.  15th  a^d  16th  (ni  et  al .);  return  passage  recorded  on  more 
than  twenty  dates  from  July  23rd  to  Oct.  21st,  generally  of  one  to  four  but 
up  to  eight  between  Sept.  13th  and  17th  (mo). 

Rye  Meads,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (hnhs). 

Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  9th  (kfb)  and  May  29th  (trd),  and  on  five 
dates  between  June  17th  and  26th  (mo),  with  two  on  19th  (gca%mjr);  in 
autumn,  mostly  singles  between  Aug.  21st  and  Sept.  4th  (mo),  but  four  on 
Aug.  28th  (jah,pn)  and  two  on  Sept.  9th  (jwr). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  July  29th  (jgh).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  singles  on 
Apr.  6th,  16th  and  22nd  (gbc,baf,lfw). 

202  Redshank  (161) 

Lower  Thames  counts  are  summarized  in  the  table  below  showing  peak 
monthly  totals  for  each  sector  of  the  river  recording  more  than  twenty 
during  the  year.  Estimated  numbers  of  the  wintering  populations  are  hard 
to  determine  as  no  records  were  received  for  the  principal  high-tide  roost  at 
West  Thurrock  power  station.  Records  submitted  for  the  Rainham  section 
showed  a  considerable  increase  in  numbers  compared  with  previous  years. 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Woolwich  2  4  3  —  —  —  —  —  2  —  3  10 

Barking  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  7  13 

Crossness  15  20  10  105  —  —  —  —  —  1  — 

Erith  —  —  _______  —40  13 

Rainham  _  50  100  ______  200  120  200 

Dartford  120  75  42  4  4  4  2  —  —  1 1  64  50 

West  Thurrock  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Swanscombe  41  60  161  50  9  26  4  5  12  16  20  20 


At  inland  sites  numbers  were  generally  low,  the  highest  counts  away  from 
the  Staines  area,  being  eight  at  Beddington  S.F.  (S)  on  Apr.  8th  (swg)  and 
nine  at  King  George  V  Res.  (E)  on  Apr.  16th  (jf).  In  the  Staines  area  peak 
monthly  counts  are  shown  in  the  following  table.  Records  came  mainly 
from  King  George  VI  Res.,  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Poyle,  Staines  Moor  and 
Staines  Res. 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 
15  21  7  4  7  13  14  15  2  8  10  10 

Records  of  breeding  and  of  birds  present  in  suitable  localities  in  the  breed¬ 
ing  season  are  given  under  counties  below,  together  with  all  Inner  London 
records. 
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E  Chingford,  a  pair  with  young  in  June  (jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  pair  bred 
successfully  (mkd).  Waltham  Abbey,  a  pair  attempted  to  breed,  but  un¬ 
successfully  (gjw). 

M  Bayhurst  Pond,  two  pairs  in  June  may  have  attempted  to  breed  (rnhs). 
Kempton  Park,  two  pairs  present,  one  of  which  raised  young  (dp,mt/?). 
Poyle,  two  pairs  present  in  May  and  June  (avm,pn).  Staines  Moor,  up  to 
six  birds  displaying  in  May  but  breeding  not  proved  (jah,pn).  Staines  Res., 
many  birds  displaying  on  drained  south  basin,  and  at  least  three  pairs  raised 
young  (mo).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (rjc). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  pairs  may  have  bred  (drg).  Northfleet,  Botany 
Marsh,  two  pairs  present  during  breeding  season  (lfw).  Plumstead/Erith 
Marshes,  ten  pairs  in  area,  three  nests  located  (jfw). 

S  Hogsmill  S.F.,  a  pair  may  have  attempted  to  breed  (wri).  Beddington  S.F., 
several  birds  displaying  until  mid-June  (mo).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
up  to  nine  in  January,  singles  on  Feb.  1st,  Mar.  6th,  on  three  dates  in  May 
and  on  July  11th  (rea). 

204  Greenshank  (165) 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  five  on  Aug.  18th,  ten  on  28th  and  eight  on  Sept.  17th 
(pjv).  Netherhall,  five  on  Sept.  5th  (gjw).  Ockendon,  four  on  Aug.  19th 
(ni)  and  six  on  21st  (ebwps).  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  12  on  eight  dates  from 
July  9th  to  Sept.  17th  (mkd, pjv  et  al.). 

H  Moor  Lane,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (avm).  Rye  Meads,  one  or  two  between 
Aug.  3rd  and  19th  (hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  five  on  Aug.  18th  and 
three  on  19th  (hpm). 

M  Staines  Res.,  good  numbers  in  spring  between  Apr.  22nd  and  June  1st, 
maximum  count  11  on  May  4th;  in  autumn  from  July  1st  to  Sept.  17th, 
maximum  of  13  on  Aug.  4th  and  5th  (mo).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr. 
29th,  and  up  to  12  (July  16th)  between  July  and  September.  Kempton  Park, 
two  on  May  15th  and  20th  (mt/?).  One  or  two  at  five  other  localities  in 
autumn. 

B  Datchet,  two  flew  towards  Wraysbury  on  Aug.  24th  (pg). 

K  Crossness  S.F.,  one  on  May  29th  (jfw).  Erith  Marsh,  three  on  May  4th 
(pjs/?).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  on  Apr.  8th  and  singles  on  July  10th  and  Aug. 
8th  (jgh).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  11th,  three  on  17th  (cp)  and 
three  on  Aug.  20th  (jdh),  two  on  Sept  10th  (rjc)  and  singles  on  Sept.  1st 
and  16th  (lfw, pa). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  (mrh).  Barnes,  one  flying  over  on  Sept. 
12th  (rbh).  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Apr.  30th,  one  on  June  18th  (swg);  in 
autumn,  four  on  July  5th  (rja,sja),  two  on  July  12th  and  19th  (swg),  two  on 
Aug  7th  (ch),  Aug.  9th  (swg),  six  on  Aug.  15th  (ch),  seven  on  Aug.  17th 
(dcw,jc«)  and  one  on  Aug.  28th  (mwrw,dw).  Coulsdon,  one  flying  over  on 
Aug.  23rd  (rb).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  14th,  two  on  18th  and  six  on 
27th,  four  on  Sept.  3rd,  three  on  11th  and  one  on  22nd  (wri),  five  on  Sept. 
7th  (jg).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  July  30th  (dp),  Surbiton  Cemetery,  one  on 
July  26th  (res). 

208  Green  Sandpiper  (156) 

All  winter  records  are  summarized  and  the  largest  counts  at  times  of 
passage  are  given. 

E  In  winter,  generally  one  or  two  on  a  few  dates  mainly  at  Girling  Res.,  and 
Rainham  Marsh  (mo),  except  during  the  period  Nov.  6th  to  18th  when  six 
were  recorded  at  Rainham  Marsh  (mkd).  Autumn  passage,  maxima  of 
25-30  on  Aug.  17th  (pjv  et  al.)  and  30  on  Aug.  23rd  (mkd). 
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H  Croxley  Hall,  three  on  Feb.  3rd  (avm).  Tolpits  Lake,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (cb). 
Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  5th  (hpm).  In  autumn,  maxima  of  four 
at  Moor  Lane  on  Aug.  24th  (avm)  and  at  Rye  Meads  on  Aug.  12th  (hnhs). 

M  Winter  records  of  one  to  four,  mostly  from  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  and  Poyle  with 
a  few  records  from  five  other  localities.  Autumn  passage  from  mid  July 
with  maxima  of  12  on  July  15th  (pn)  and  11  on  July  30th  (avm,pn)  at  Perry 
Oaks  S.F. 

B  Higher  Denham,  two  on  Feb.  18th.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  Dec.  31st 
(rrg). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  maximum  of  12  on  Mar.  31st  (jc,jgh).  One  or  two  recorded 
at  four  other  localities  in  winter.  In  autumn,  recorded  at  four  localities,  with 
maximum  of  four  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  on  Aug.  17th  (cp). 

S  In  winter,  one  to  three  recorded  at  six  localities  (mo).  Autumn  passage, 
recorded  at  several  localities,  generally  of  one  to  four  but  with  a  maximum 
of  12+  at  Beddinjton  S.F.,  on  July  19th  (swg).  Richmond  Park,  one  on 
Apr.  8th  (rdh,grs),  one  on  Aug.  23rd  (dgh)  and  two  on  Aug.  24th  (rdh, 
grs).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Aug.  1st  (rea). 


209  Wood  Sandpiper  (157) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  July  23rd  (mkd),  Aug.  5th  (ag /),  17th  (pjv), 
20th  (mkd),  Oct.  7th  and  21st  (pjv). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  July  27th  to  30th  (avm,pn),  Aug.  8th  (rbh)  and 
Aug.  28th  to  Sept  2nd  (je,pn).  Staines  Res.,  present  on  numerous  dates 
between  Aug.  2nd  and  28th  (mo),  maximum  counts  of  four  on  Aug.  10th 
(cib)  and  20th  (mjw). 

K  Crossness  S.F.,  one  on  May  27th  (jfw).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May  13th 
and  14th  (jgh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  May  24th,  July  16th  and  19th  (swg).  Hogsmill 
S.F.,  one  from  July  11th  to  15th  (wri).  Holmethorpe,  one  on  Aug.  4th 
(rhc).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  May  11th  (rea). 


211  Common  Sandpiper  (159) 

Winter  (Dec. -Feb.)  records  and  Inner  London  sightings  are  given.  Passage 
records  are  summarized  in  the  final  paragraph. 

E  Epping  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  6th  (ebpws).  Wanstead  Park,  one  on  Jan.  22nd 
(wcg).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  21st  (pf). 

H  Springwell  Watercress  Beds,  singles  on  Feb.  18th  and  19th  (igj,ck). 

M  Black  Jack’s  Mill,  one  on  Feb.  16th  (rhnhs).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  singles 
on  Feb.  26th  (trd),  Dec.  3rd  (cib)  and  Dec.  9th  (rrd).  King  George  VI 
Res.,  two  on  Jan.  15th  (pn).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  Jan.  2nd,  14th  (pn), 
and  27th  (jas).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  throughout  January  (hrg)  and  two 
on  Feb.  4th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Dec.  4th  (rjj),  16th  (pc)  and  17th 
(je,pn).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Apr.  11th  and 
May  4th,  four  on  July  20th  two  on  Aug.  8th  and  three  on  Aug.  11th  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  July  20th  and  on  six  dates  in  August  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  singles  on  Feb.  19th  (avm),  Dec.  17th  (mtnhs),  22nd  and 
23rd  (mtnhs, pn, rrg). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  singles  recorded  in  Jan.-Feb.,  and  Dec.  (drg). 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames,  one  on  shore  near  National  Theatre  on  May 
9th  (whd);  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  May  7th,  8th  and  15th,  one  to  three 
on  eight  dates  from  July  11th  to  Aug.  4th  and  one  on  Sept.  5th  (rea); 
William  Curtis  Ecological  Park,  one  on  May  12th  (jcm)- 
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Passage  records  were  again,  as  in  1977,  reported  from  a  large  number  of 
localities.  In  spring,  migrants  occurred  throughout  April  and  May,  mostly 
singles.  In  autumn,  the  passage  was  widespread  and  numerous  with  excep¬ 
tionally  high  numbers  from  localities  in  Essex  and  Middlesex.  The  peak 
numbers  occurred  on  July  30th  and  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  August. 
Highest  counts  were  c.  60  on  the  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs  on  July  30th  (jf), 
35  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Aug.  24th  (mkd),  86  (the  highest  ever  recorded 
in  the  London  Area)  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  on  Aug.  6th  (je)  and  30  at  Staines 
Res.,  on  Aug.  2nd  (rbh). 

213  Turnstone  (143) 

E  Barking,  three  on  May  8th  (dm).  Fisher’s  Green,  one  on  May  1st  (ar).  King 
George  V  Res.,  five  on  Apr.  26th,  two  on  28th,  one  on  29th  and  three  on 
30th,  and  six  on  May  3rd  (km,pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Apr.  28th 
(gat),  singles  on  Apr.  22nd  (ds)  and  26th  (ebwps);  July  26th  (gat)  and 
29th,  Aug.  5th,  6th  (pjv),  12th  (dsb)  and  three  on  24th  (pjv  et  al.). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  three  on  Aug.  12th  (pn)  and  Sept.  2nd  (gcg).  Staines  Res., 
one  on  Apr.  16th  (cib),  five  on  Apr.  27th  (pn)  and  May  3rd  (mjw)  with  one 
or  two  on  seven  other  dates  in  May  between  1st  and  31st  (mo);  one  on 
July  20th,  and  four  on  31st  (jas)  and  singles  reported  on  nine  further  dates 
between  Aug.  5th  and  Sept.  2nd  (mo). 

K  Swanscombe,  singles  on  Jan.  8th  (rjc)  and  15th  (gbc),  and  Apr.  6th  (lfw), 
two  on  May  7th  and  three  on  14th  (rjc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  27th  and  30th  (rbh,jwt).  Beddington 
S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (swg).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  May 
1st,  being  the  first  record  for  the  Docks  (rea). 

215  Red-necked  Phalarope  (188) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  June  18th  (tpi). 

This  is  the  eighth  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

218  Arctic  Skua  (193) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  dark-phase  bird  on  Sept.  30th  (pjv). 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  dark-phase  bird  flying  NE  on  June  17th  (avm,pn). 

S  Richmond  Park,  three  flying  NW  on  Sept.  30th  (grs.) 

221  Long-tailed  Skua  (196) 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  an  immature  on  Aug.  30th  (cdrh). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  second  record 
for  the  London  Area,  the  first  being  in  September  1937  when  one  was 
found  dead  near  Ware,  Herts.,  and  was  identified  at  the  Brit.  Mus.  (Nat. 
Hist.). 

222  Mediterranean  Gull  (205) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  an  adult  on  Dec.  3rd  (pjv,agt). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  an  adult  on  Feb.  8th  (avm).  Ickenham,  an  adult  on 

Feb.  26th  (rrd,je),  possibly  the  same  individual. 

S  Stamford  Green,  Epsom,  an  adult  which  wintered  from  Dec.  4th,  1977,  was 
seen  almost  daily  until  Mar.  5th;  what  was  presumably  the  same  adult 
returned  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  Nov.  29th,  staying  into  1979;  an  imma¬ 
ture  in  first  winter  plumage  also  wintered  from  Oct.  21st  into  1979  (whd 
et  al.). 

These  five  records  bring  the  London  Area  total  to  23.  The  remarkable  dis¬ 
covery  that  two  birds  overwintered  at  Epsom  gives  rise  to  some  speculation 
that  others  could  be  found  in  the  London  Area. 
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225  Little  Gull  (207) 

Despite  a  very  promising  spring  passage,  the  total  for  the  year  was  con¬ 
siderably  diminished  by  a  complete  absence  of  records  in  autumn  between 
Aug.  31st  and  Dec.  7th.  Analysis  by  ‘bird/days’  shows  the  following  dis¬ 
tribution: 

Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Bird/days  1  4  21  48  1  2  17  —  —  —  2 

Excluded  from  this  analysis,  a  second-year  bird  also  summered  at  Staines 
Res.  from  May  to  August.  Whereas  direct  comparison  between  the  spring 
and  autumn  passages  is  impracticable,  it  is  perhaps  interesting  to  note  that 
the  proportion  of  adults  to  second-year  immatures  in  spring  was  32% 
overall  and  76%  during  the  peak  period  of  Mar.  31st  -  Apr.  30th.  There 
were  three  winter  records:  an  immature  on  Feb.  19th  at  Littlebrook  (drg), 
an  adult  on  Dec.  7th  at  Rainham  (agj)  and  an  immature  at  Roydon  on 
Dec.  24th  (lvpg). 

226  Sabine’s  Gull  (209) 

E  West  Thurrock,  an  adult  in  winter  plumage  on  Oct.  1st  (nn). 

This  is  the  second  record  for  West  Thurrock  (the  first  was  of  an  immature 
in  September  1975)  and  it  brings  the  total  for  the  London  Area  to  four. 

228  Black-headed  Gull  (208) 

London’s  most  numerous  gull,  recorded  all  months,  but  mainly  as  a  ‘winter 
visitor’  from  early  June  to  late  March.  Has  not  bred  since  1964  and  shows 
no  sign  of  re-establishing  itself. 

Some  selected  counts  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 

E  Rainham  rubbish  tip,  10,000  on  Dec.  3rd  (pjv  et  al.). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an  immature  found  dead  on  Feb.  26th  had  been  ringed 
as  a  pullus  in  Estonia  (58°51/N  26°11  'E)  on  June  20th,  1976  (hrg).  Inner 
London:  St.  James’s  Park,  maximum  count  482  on  Feb.  10th  (pjo). 

K  -River  Thames  at  Dartford,  7,000  in  spectacular  half-hour  movement  up 
river  mid-day  on  Jan.  1st  (drg).  Petts  Wood,  3,000  hawking  insects  on  very 
humid  afternoon  of  July  29th  (pjs/z). 

233  Common  Gull  (201) 

Reports  again  failed  to  record  the  true  winter  status,  but  observations  of 
spring  passage  were  more  representative  and  clearly  reflect  the  species’ 
preference  for  the  Thames,  where,  for  example,  daily  counts  between 
Waterloo  and  Blackfriars  Bridge  (whd)  disclose  it  is  the  second  most 
numerous  gull  on  the  river. 

234  Lesser  Black-headed  Gull  (199) 

Recorded  all  months,  though  primarly  as  a  winter-visitor  and  passage- 
migrant,  with  immatures  in  April/May  often  outnumbering  dallying  Black¬ 
headed  Gulls. 

In  Inner  London  a  pair  of  adults  remained  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens  throughout  March  and  April  (dab),  but  did  not  nest.  Passage  of 
the  Scandinavian  race  fuscus  was  noted  at  Staines  Res.,  where  proportions 
were  as  high  as  80%  on  July  6th  and  90%  on  July  12th  and  27th  (avm). 
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235  Herring  Gull  (200) 

Recorded  mainly  as  a  winter  visitor,  but  since  1961  a  few  pairs  have  bred  in 
Inner  London. 

Breeding  records  are  given,  also  observations  of  yellow-legged  birds. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  a  pair  built  a  nest  on  Serpentine  Island  but 
later  abandoned  it  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  bred  in  the  Zoological 
Gardens,  rearing  two  young  (jpw);  St.  James’s  Park,  a  pair  bred  on  the 
pelican  rocks,  raising  three  young  (pjo). 

Yellow-legged  birds  of  unknown  origin  were  seen  in  the  London  Area  as 
follows: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept.  Oct  Nov  Dec 

1  —  1  1  ~  4  1  1 

237  Glaucous  Gull  (202) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  in  first-winter  plumage  on  Jan.  29th  (js  et  al.).  Girling 
Res.,  single  first-winter  birds  on  Jan.  1st  (jf)  and  on  Dec.  26th/27th  (gjw, 
pjv),  with  two  on  Jan.  15th  (jf). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  first-winter  immature  on  Mar.  4th  (cib). 

K  Littlebrook,  an  immature  on  Feb.  19th  (rct).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on 
Mar.  31st  (jgh). 


238  Great  Black-backed  Gull  (198) 

Yet  again  unsufficient  records  were  received  to  make  an  accurate  appraisal 
of  this  species’  main  status  as  a  winter-visitor.  Although  the  least  common 
of  the  regular  gulls  and  decidedly  scarce  away  from  the  Thames  and  its 
tributary  valleys,  the  species  is  none  the  less  seen  almost  daily  throughout 
the  year  along  the  Thames  in  Inner  London,  though  always  in  small 
numbers. 

240  Kittiwake  (211) 

All  records  are  given.  The  autumn  pattern  was  abnormal. 

E  Girling  Res.,  an  immature  on  Jan.  15th  (pjv).  Rainham,  an  adult  on  June 
10th  (pjv,jw,rea). 

H  Rye  Meads,  an  adult  freshly  dead  found  on  Mar.  1 8th  (hnhs). 

K  Blackheath  Common,  an  adult  on  Jan.  13th  (pjs/z).  Northfleet,  an  immature 
over  observers’  house  on  Dec.  31st  (lfw,sfw). 

S  Sutton,  an  immature  with  Black-headed  Gulls,  seen  from  seventh  floor  of 
office  block,  on  Dec.  19th  (at). 

245  Sandwich  Tern  (223) 

All  records  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  June  18th  (pjv).  Rainham,  two  on  May  28th 
(jw)  and  two  on  Aug.  24th  (pjv). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  four  on  Sept.  24th  (dp).  Staines  Res.,  one  slightly 
oiled  from  May  19th  to  22nd  (jas  et  al.),  two  on  Sept.  16th  (pn).  Wraysbury, 
two  on  July  30th  (avm,pn).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  eight  flying  E 
on  May  8th  and  one  over  on  Aug.  24th  (jpw). 

K  Littlebrook,  six  on  Aug.  17th  (cp). 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (jet). 
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247  Common  Tern 


(217) 


Breeding  records  are  given.  Passage  is  summarized  under  247/8.  At  least 
31  pairs  nested  in  1978.  The  recent  reduction  in  the  number  of  sites  was 
unremedied,  but  may  be  temporary. 

H  At  a  principal  site,  25-30  pairs  bred  on  rafts  but  crowded  conditions  pre¬ 
vented  accurate  counts  of  adults  and  young.  At  another  site,  a  pair  sum¬ 
mered  but  did  not  breed. 

M  At  least  five  pairs  nested  in  the  drained  south  basin  of  Staines  Res.,  but 
only  1-2  pairs  were  successful,  raising  three  young,  before  deserting  to 
another  site.  At  the  new  locality,  two  pairs  re-nested  on  a  raft,  laying  eggs 
but  only  hatching  one  chick. 

B  At  the  regular  site,  high  water  levels  prevented  nesting  (possibly  displacing 
the  regular  pairs  to  Staines  Res.),  but  one  pair  attempted. 

247/8  Common/Arctic  Tern  (217/8) 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  analysed  here,  with  non-specific 
counts  of  ‘Common/Arctic’  terns. 

Passage  recorded  in  spring  from  Apr.  8th  and  in  autumn  until  Sept.  17th. 
Numbers  in  autumn  were  abnormally  low.  There  were  no  late  or  early 
records.  All  localities  are  listed  below,  with  the  highest  counts. 

E  King  George  V  Res.  (max.  71  on  May  8th),  Rainham  Marsh,  West  Thur¬ 
rock  (max.  50  on  Aug.  5th). 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  Hollyfield  Marsh,  Maple  Cross  S.F., 
Rye  Meads,  Stocker’s  Lake,  Troy  Mill  G.P. 

M  Harefield  Moor  and  Place  G.Ps.,  Kempton  Park,  King  George  VI  Res., 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  Ruislip  Lido,  Springw’ell  Lake,  Staines  Res.  (max.  17  on 
May  1st),  Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  Thorney  Weir  G.P.  Inner  London:  Kens¬ 
ington  Gardens. 

B  Woodlands  G.P.,  Wraysbury  G.Ps. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  Swanscombe  Marsh,  Thamesmead.  Woolwich  Ferry. 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.  (max.  c.  28  on  May  6th),  Richmond  Park,  Walton  Res., 
Wimbledon  Park.  Inner  London:  River  Thames  at  Westminster. 


248  Arctic  Tern 


(218) 


All  records  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Sept.  7th  and  Oct.  7th  (jf,cf«,km). 

H  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  a  flock  of  103  on  May  6th  (RMy).  This  record  has  been 
accepted  on  the  assumption  that  the  whole  flock  was  composed  of  Arctic 
Terns,  as  the  observer  saw  no  Common  Terns  within  the  flock. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  six  on  Aug.  5th  (cib).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  July  26th 
(rjj). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  May  14th  (rjc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  15th  (Jwr),  two  on  Apr.  19th  and  four  on 
May  3rd  (mrh). 

251  Little  Tern  (222) 

All  records  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  three  on  Apr.  29th  (gjvv),  two  on  May  4th  and  four 
on  May  15th  (cf/i). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  singles  on  Apr.  18th  (je),  May  29th  (trd)  and  July 
30th  (cib).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  flying  E  on  Aug.  19th  (rbh,mjr).  Staines 
Res.,  singles  on  May  6-7th  (pn  et  al.),  June  24th  (mjr),  Aug.  1st  (jas)  and 
19th  (jw/-). 

B  Woodlands  G.P.,  one  on  July  28th  (pn). 
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253  Black  Tern  (212) 

An  average  passage  in  spring,  but  very  reduced  in  autumn  except  for  two 
peak  days,  Aug.  19-20th,  when  counts  in  the  London  Area  surprisingly 
topped  240.  Very  scarce  in  September. 

All  localities  are  given  below,  with  the  largest  counts,  but  observations  at 
the  larger  sites  are  summarized. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  eight  bird/days  between  Apr.  18th  and  May  11th;  in 
autumn,  max.  32  on  Aug.  20th;  last  bird  Oct.  6-7th  (km,pjv,  jf  et  al.). 
Fisher’s  Green,  one  on  May  21st  (gjw).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  June 
17th  (reh);  in  autumn,  max.  20  on  Aug.  19th  (jf).  West  Thurrock,  peaks 
of  13  on  Aug.  19th  (dsb)  and  eight  on  Sept.  9th  (gcg). 

H  Cheshunt  G.F.,  one  on  May  2nd  (gjw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Apr. 
24th  (ck).  Pynesfield  G.P.,  two  on  Apr.  30th  (erg,dt).  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  one 
on  May  3rd  (pn)  and  five  on  Aug.  19th  (rrd).  West  Hyde  G.P.,  two  on 
Apr.  27th  (hnhs). 

M  Brent  Res.,  three  on  May  18th  (lab).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Aug. 
13th  (mjw,je)  and  eight  on  Aug.  19th  (rrd).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  no  spring 
records  received;  in  autumn,  max.  115  on  Aug.  19th  (mjr  et  al.).  Staines 
Res.,  12  bird/days  between  May  1st  and  June  1st  (pn  et  al.),  but  autumn 
records  limited  to  singles  on  six  days,  with  the  last  bird  on  Oct.  7th  (mjw). 
B  Woodlands  G.P.,  two  on  Apr.  25th  (pn).  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  ten  on  Aug. 
19th  (dmf). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  July  29th  (rbh).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  13th 
(jet). 


254  White-winged  Black  Tern  (213) 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an  adult  and  an  immature  on  Aug.  19th  (mjr  et  al.). 
Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  these  are  the  20th  and  21st 
records  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 


257  Razorbill  (224) 

M  Ruislip  Lido,  one  on  Dec.  9th  (photographed  by  pcc). 

263  (Feral)  Rock  Dove  (233) 

This  species  has  now  been  incorporated  into  the  systematic  list  and,  in 
keeping  with  national  nomenclature,  has  been  renamed  from  Feral  Pigeon. 
The  recorders  will  be  interested  in  comparative  population  counts  and, 
perhaps,  reports  of  this  species’  progress  on  the  Circle  Line  where  it  fre¬ 
quents  the  platforms  and  sometimes  travels  on  Underground  trains ! 


264  Stock  Dove  (232) 

Breeding-season  records,  Inner  London  records  and  largest  flocks  are  given. 

E  Up  to  eight  pairs  present  at  Epping  Forest,  Hainault,  Havering,  Navestock 
and  South  Weald  (mkd).  Single  pairs  at  Wanstead  Park  (wcg)  and  Thorn- 
don  Park  (mgw).  Largest  count  200  at  Fisher’s  Green  on  Apr.  2nd  (hpm). 

H  Present  in  breeding  season  at  Cassiobury  Park  (jdm,rap),  Croxley  Green, 
Mill  End  (jdm),  Northaw  Great  Wood  (pjcr),  Rickmansworth  (jrb), 
Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.  (hpm),  Stocker’s  Lake  (jdm).  Largest  count  c.  40  at 
Aldenham  Res.  on  June  10th  (rap). 


44 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  43  FOR  1978 


M  Present  or  bred  at  Bentley  Priory  (ck),  Bushy  Park  and  Hampton  Court 
Park  (crc),  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (rdnhs),  Kenwood  (gcg),  Osterley  Park 
(dgh),  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (pn)  and  Poyle  (avm).  Largest  count  210+  at 
Harefield  Moor  G.P.  on  Dec.  9th  (je).  Inner  London:  one  pair  bred  in 
Kensington  Gardens  (dab)  and  a  pair  was  present  in  Regent’s  Park  through¬ 
out  May  (jpw). 

B  Present  or  bred  at  Denham  Court  and  Woodlands  Park  (pn).  Largest 
flock  80+  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Jan.  5th  (rrg). 

K  Present  or  bred  at  Badgers  Mount  (pe),  Bromley  Common  (gd),  Chevening 
and  Greenwich  Park  (gfm).  Largest  flock,  50  at  Badger’s  Mount  on  Oct. 
12th  (pe). 

S  Present  or  bred  at  Beddington  S.F.  (swg),  Bookham  Common  and  Esher 
(gb),  Cobham  (dkjw),  Dulwich  (pjnw),  Gatton  Park,  Newer  Wood  (rhbf) 
and  Wimbledon  Common  (rhk).  Largest  flock  153  at  Downside  on  Nov. 
8th  (dkjw). 

265  Woodpigeon  (234) 

Some  large  movements  occurred  during  November  and  December  when  a 
number  of  localities  reported  flocks  of  1,000  +  ,  the  largest  being  two  flocks 
of  3-4,000  flying  NE  at  Epsom  on  Nov.  28th  in  two  periods  of  30  minutes 
and  15  minutes  (jrb>\eb),  5,000+  at  Slyfield  flying  W  on  Dec.  31st  (dp)  and 
a  roost  of  5,000+  at  Perivale  Wood  on  Nov.  4th  (dmf,lgf).  Inner  London: 
Kensington  Gardens,  c.  9,000,  flying  S  to  SW  on  Nov.  27th  in  a  period  of 
one  hour  (dab). 

266  Collared  Dove  ( — ) 

A  pair  raised  two  broods  in  Regent’s  Park,  the  first  breeding  record  for 
Inner  London  (jpw). 

Breeding  appears  to  be  stable  in  most  areas  with  minor  fluctuations  in 
•  Surrey.  In  winter  large  flocks  were  at  Walton  Downs  with  250+  on  Oct. 
31st,  the  largest  for  three  years  (ckd,pod);  Dartford  Marsh,  80  rising  to 
200+  between  Dec.  5th  and  17th  (drg);  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  80  in  December 
(mcrg);  Abbots  Langley,  80  on  Sept.  19th  (hnhs). 


267  Turtle  Dove 


(235) 


The  earliest  records  were  from  Headley  Heath  where  two  were  present  on 
Apr.  22nd  (ckd,pod)  and  Hainault  on  the  same  date  (mkd).  There  were 
further  records  during  the  remainder  of  the  month  from  many  different 
localities,  but  the  main  influx  occurred  from  Apr.  30th  onwards.  A  very 
satisfactory  breeding  season  was  reported,  with  flocks  of  25  and  28  being 
seen  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  on  Aug.  11th  and  17th  respectively  (cp).  The 
last  birds  of  the  year  were  four  at  Rye  Meads  on  Oct.  22nd  (hnhs). 


271  Cuckoo 


(237) 


An  early  record  of  one  calling  on  Mar.  25th  at  Mill  End  (Herts.)  was 
considered  authentic  (jd/j).  Otherwise,  the  first  was  at  Headley  Heath  on 
Apr.  17th  (ckd,pod),  followed  by  records  from  many  localities  during  the 
next  few  days.  A  satisfactory  breeding  season,  though  the  species  was 
reported  as  scarce  on  Wimbledon  Common  (rhk).  In  Inner  London  singles 
were  recorded  in  Hyde  Park  on  May  5th  (dab)  and  Regent’s  Park  on 
Apr.  30th  and  June  5th  (jpw).  The  last  record  was  from  Osterley  Park  on 
Sept.  9th  (dgh). 
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274  Barn  Owi  (241) 

All  records  are  given.  The  paucity  of  reports  suggests  a  general  decrease. 

E  Pairs  present  at  Claverambury  and  Waltham  Abbey  (ad).  Two  adults  with 
a  juvenile  at  Romford  on  Aug.  30th  (acp).  Singles  at  Nazeing  in  August 
(wk),  Chingford  on  Nov.  27th  (km)  and  Epping  Forest  on  Nov.  7th  (efg). 

H  Pair  at  Northaw  in  July  and  a  single  at  Cheshunt  on  June  29th  (hnhs). 

M  Bred  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  rearing  two  young,  with  one  still  present  on  Oct. 

1st  (je,avm,pn).  Single  at  Osterley  Park  from  Aug.  6th  to  end  of  year  (dgh). 

K  Single  present  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  various  dates  throughout  the  year 
(drg).  Probably  bred  at  Plumstead  Marsh  (jfw). 

S  No  records  were  received,  even  from  previous  breeding  localities  such  as 
Richmond  Park  where  the  species  is  now  extinct. 

279  Little  Owl  (246) 

Breeding  confirmed  from  seven  localities,  but  present  in  the  breeding 
season  in  another  21  localities,  an  increase  of  100%  on  the  past  few  years. 
In  Inner  London  there  was  a  record  of  one  in  Regent's  Park  on  Jan.  16th 
(jpw). 

280  Tawny  Owl  (247) 

Breeding  proven  in  only  13  cases,  but  numbers  in  the  breeding  season 
appear  constant. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred  and  another  held 
territory  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  (jpw);  St.  James’s  Park, 
heard  in  April  and  August  only  (pjo). 

281  Long-eared  Owl  (248) 

All  records  are  given. 

H  Singles  at  Rye  Meads  on  Apr.  1st  and  St.  Albans  on  June  17th  (hnhs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  Nov.  19th  and  Dec.  5th,  and  six  on  Dec.  10th 
(drg). 

S  Mitcham  Common,  three  on  Dec.  3rd  (pgm,mjsc). 

282  Short-eared  Owl  (249) 

What  was  probably  London’s  largest-ever  influx  took  place  in  the  late 
autumn,  resulting  in  24  different  birds  being  counted  in  West  Middx,  and 
Bucks,  on  Nov.  11th.  Possibly  as  many  as  85  wintered  in  the  London  Area 
as  a  whole.  All  records  are  given  but  dates  summarized. 

E  Up  to  seven  at  Rainham  from  Jan.  to  Mar.  and  up  to  ten  from  Oct.  21st  to 
end  of  the  year  (mkd,pjv).  Walthamstow  Res.  up  to  three  from  Oct.  19th 
to  Dec.  17th  (ca,jf,pf).  Girling  Res.,  up  to  four  from  Oct.  29th  to  Dec. 
10th  (jf,pjv).  Barking,  two  on  Nov.  26th  (nji).  Harlow,  River  Stort,  two 
on  Dec.  4th  and  one  on  Nov.  24th  (tw).  Singles  at  Romford  on  Oct  5th 
(a g/)  and  Harlow/Parndon  on  Dec.  28th  (tm). 

H  Singles  at  Hatfield  on  Apr.  4th,  Radlett  on  Nov.  20th  and  Rye  Meads  on 
Apr.  15th  (hnhs). 

M  Singles  at  Perry  Oaks  on  Mar.  25th  (pn)  and  up  to  15  from  Oct.  20th  to  end 
of  the  year  (mo).  Singles  at  Poyle  on  Apr.  15th  and  22nd  and  up  to  six 
from  Oct.  20th  to  Dec.  3rd  (mo).  Up  to  seven  at  Staines  Moor  from  Oct. 
28th  to  Dec.  17th  (mo).  Three  at  Ponders  End  S.F.  during  Nov.  and  Dec. 
(wk).  Two  at  Enfield  Lock  during  Nov.  and  Dec.  (mo).  Singles  at  Staines 
Res.  on  Nov.  11th  and  Dec.  17th  (cib,avm),  King  George  VI  Res.  on  Nov. 
11th  and  19th  (pn),  Brent  Res.  on  Nov.  5th  and  14th  (pb),  Stanwell  Moor 
on  Dec.  17th  and  19th  (dmf,lgf)  and  Osterley  Park  from  mid-Nov.  to  end 
of  the  year  (dgh). 
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B  Single  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  Apr.  16th  (sa  et  al.)  and  up  to  two  from  Nov. 
2nd  to  end  of  the  year  (mo). 

K  Single  at  Dartford  Marsh  in  Feb.  and  up  to  five  from  Nov.  2nd  to  Dec. 
22nd  (drg  et  al.).  Two  at  Crayfordness  on  Nov.  5th  (gbc).  Single  at  Plum- 
stead  Marsh  on  Apr.  21st  (jfw). 

S  Up  to  12  at  Beddington  S.F.  from  Nov.  9th  to  end  of  the  year  (mo).  Up  to 
seven  at  Croydon  Airport  from  Nov.  18th  to  end  of  the  year  (kdgm). 
Singles  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Oct.  16th  and  17th  (hj,sk),  Nov.  5ih  (psa) 
and  16th  (tth);  Mitcham  Common,  Dec.  31st  (pgm);  Hogsmill  S.F.,  Nov. 
11th  (wri),  Oct.  15th  and  Nov.  16th  (jg);  and  Hersham  S.F.,  Nov.  25th 
(dp)  and  Dec.  4th  (jet). 

284  Nightjar  (252) 

The  decline  as  a  breeding  species  in  the  London  Area  regrettably  continues. 
E  One  calling  at  Ongar  in  June  (ebps). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  up  to  five  including  three  males  between  June  3rd  and 
July  11th  (mo).  Symondshyde,  one  calling  on  May  31st  and  June  17th 
(hnhs). 

S  Headley  Heath,  up  to  three  including  one  pair  between  May  29th  and 
July  9th  (mo). 


(255) 


289  Swift 


An  extraordinarily  early  migrant  was  seen  at  Ruxley  G.P.  on  Mar.  30th 
(sjg),  but  another  three  weeks  were  to  elapse  before  the  main  arrival,  which 
began  with  six  at  Stocker’s  Lake  and  one  at  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  22nd 
(avm,pn,mjw).  Many  localities  reported  sightings  from  Apr.  23rd  onwards, 
culminating  with  a  large  influx  in  the  second  week  in  May.  Largest  spring 
counts  were  c.  2,000  at  Staines  Res.  and  King  George  VI  Res.  on  May  13th 
and  14th  (je  et  al.)  and  c.  1,000,  at  Troy  Mill  on  May  19th  (rdnhs). 

The  only  breeding  records  for  Inner  London  were  from  Islington  and  Stoke 
Newington  (my).  Otherwise  breeding  information  was  understandably 
brief  in  nature. 

The  autumn  movements  began  during  the  second  week  of  July  with  the 
largest  count  being  c.  8,000  at  Thorndon  Park  on  July  22nd  (mgw)  and 
c.  2,000  on  July  23rd  (rl).  The  second  week  in  September  saw  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  main  departure,  although  stragglers  continued  to  be  reported 
until  the  end  of  the  month.  The  last  individual  was  seen  at  Banstead  on 
Oct.  11th  (ccl,ksl). 


293  Kingfisher 


(258) 


All  definite  and  probable  breeding  records  are  given,  together  with  Inner 
London  observations. 

E  One  pair  bred  at  Chigwell  (acp).  Present  during  the  breeding  season  in  the 
following  localities:  Berwick  Pond  (mkd),  Dagnam  Park  (ag /),  Epping 
(ebps),  Sewardstone  (cfa),  Walthamstow  Res.  (jf),  Waltham  Abbey  (mo) 
and  Wanstead  (wcg). 

H  Two  pairs  bred  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (mo). 

M  Present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (trd,avm). 
Inner  London:  singles  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  Oct.  23rd  (dab)  and 
Regent’s  Park  on  Oct.  16th  (jpw). 

B  One  pair  bred  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  (sa). 

K  May  have  bred  along  the  Darent  and  upper  Cray  valleys 

S  Present  during  the  breeding  season  on  River  Wey  at  Byfleet  (mgg),  River 
Mole  at  Esher,  Leatherhead  and  Mickleham  (raf,gb),  and  Beverley 
Brook  at  Putney  (ng-t). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  1978 


47 


297  Hoopoe  (261) 

E  Hatfield  Heath,  one  from  Apr.  15th  to  19th  (hhd). 

M  Kempton  Park,  one  on  Apr.  29th  and  30th  (lgf  et  al.). 

298  Wryneck  (265) 

E  One  at  Harlow  Woods  on  Sept.  3rd  (tw). 

M  One  at  Bentley  Priory  on  Sept.  16th  (ck,pw«). 

300  Green  Woodpecker  (262) 

Well  recorded  in  breeding  season,  especially  in  Kent,  though  remaining 
comparatively  scarce  in  Middlesex.  In  Surrey  an  increase  noted  in  the 
Banstead,  Headley  and  Walton  Heath  areas  (ckd,pod).  There  were  no 
sightings  in  Inner  London. 

302  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  (263) 

Well  recorded,  with  breeding  reports  up  to  normal  in  the  suburbs. 

M  Inner  London:  probably  bred  in  Kensington  Gardens  (dab);  Holland  Park, 
singles  on  Aug.  20th  (pjsw)  and  Sept.  22nd  (epb);  Lansdowne  Road  W.ll, 
single  on  Aug.  12th  and  other  occasions  (bn«);  Regent’s  Park,  up  to  two 
until  Apr.  11th  and  from  July  19th  (jpw). 

303  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  (264) 

Well  reported  with  breeding  numbers  remaining  at  a  satisfactory  level. 

M  Inner  London:  single  birds  reported  from  Regent’s  Park  up  to  Jan.  30th, 

on  Aug.  30th  and  from  Oct.  2nd  to  the  end  of  year  (jpw);  Kensington 
Gardens,  singles  on  five  dates  in  January  and  on  several  dates  from  Sept. 
20th  to  Nov.  29th  (dab);  Fulham  Palace  Gardens,  one  on  Dec.  7th  (thas). 

310  Woodlark  (271) 

Only  one  record  was  received. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  juvenile  on  Sept.  17th  (sa). 

311  Skylark  (272) 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  largest  count  reported  was  400+  at  Bedd- 
ington  S.F.  on  Jan.  17th  (swg).  Similarly  peak  counts  elsewhere,  although 
small,  were  also  in  mid-January,  but  generally  spring  and  autumn  flocks 
were  insignificant.  In  contrast,  widespread  snow  movements  on  Dec.  31st 
were  spectacular  with  3,000  seen  flying  SW  over  Wraysbury  (cdh),  1,000 
SW  over  Rickmansworth  (igj)  and  1,000  SW  over  Sewardstone  (jf),  in 
addition  to  smaller  numbers  reported  elsewhere. 

In  Inner  London  recorded  during  the  year  in  small  numbers  flying  over 
Regent’s  Park  (jpw)  and  Hyde  Park  (dab),  but  present  throughout  the  year 
at  the  Surrey  Docks,  where  the  peak  count  was  46  on  Feb.  10th  and  six 
pairs  summered  and  bred  (rea). 
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313  Sand  Martin 


(277) 


The  first  arrivals  were  singles  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (cib)  and  Beddington  S.F. 
(swg)  on  Mar.  12th.  The  spring  passage  was  early  this  year,  with  small 
numbers  being  reported  throughout  March  and  the  main  passage  being 
completed  by  the  end  of  April.  No  large  flocks  were  reported  on  spring 
passage  and  breeding  numbers  appeared  unchanged. 

The  main  departure  began  in  early  August  and  continued  until  late  Sept¬ 
ember,  with  large  numbers  being  reported  from  only  Rainham  where  there 
were  700  on  Aug.  20th  and  1,000  later  in  the  month  (bo,mkd).  The  last 
record  was  of  two  at  Ruxley  G.P.  on  Oct.  1st  (sjg). 


(274) 


314  Swallow 


The  first  record  was  on  Apr.  5th  at  Wanstead  Park  (wcg).  The  main 
passage  was  virtually  completed  by  the  end  of  the  month,  apart  from  one 
large  flock  of  500  at  Troy  Mill  on  May  11th  (avm).  The  autumn  movements 
commenced  in  late  August,  with  the  main  movement  taking  place  during 
the  second  week  of  September.  The  only  large  flocks  were  500+  on  Aug. 
25th  and  Sept.  5th  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (avm).  Small  numbers  continued  to  be 
reported  throughout  October.  The  last  record  was  of  three  flying  SW  over 
Chislehurst  on  Nov.  2nd  (khp). 

316  House  Martin  (276) 

The  first  to  be  reported  were  three  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Apr.  19th  (mrh), 
rather  later  than  in  previous  years.  A  steady  passage  followed,  but  the  peak 
was  not  reached  until  mid-May.  No  large  flocks  were  reported  in  the  spring. 
In  Inner  London  breeding  was  reported  from  Harbord  St.,  Fulham  and 
Old  Ford  Rd.  E.2  (pjs«).  Comeragh  Rd.  W.14,  Barons  Court  Rd.  W.14, 
Elsworthy  Rd.,  Townsend  Rd.  (sc)  and  Hyde  Park,  a  new  colony,  four 
nests  (rfs). 

Mid- August  saw  the  commencement  of  the  autumn  passage  with  1,000+ 
at  Kingston  Vale  on  Sept.  15th  and  25th  (bam)  and  c.  500  at  Black  Jack’s 
Mill  on  Sept.  30th  (rdnhs)  and  Staines  Res.  on  Sept.  10th  (avm).  Numbers 
continued  to  be  reported  well  into  October,  the  last  one  being  one  over 
Tadworth  on  Oct.  27th  (ckd.pod). 

320  Tree  Pipit  (376) 

Early  records,  breeding-season  distribution  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

E  Bedfords  Park,  one  pair  (mgw).  Epping  Forest,  five  singing  males  (mkd). 
Harlow  Woods,  three  pairs  bred  (tw).  Hainault,  four  or  five  pairs  present 
(mkd).  Havering,  two  pairs  reared  two  young  (mgw).  Thorndon  Park, 
first  on  Apr.  9th,  two  or  three  pairs  present,  an  apparent  decline  (mgw). 
Warley,  three  singing  males  (mgw). 

H  Bedmond,  one  present  in  July  (hnhs).  Broxbourne  Woods,  six  in  song 
flight  on  May  20th  (prk).  Black  Farm  Wood,  three  singing  males  in  May 
(prk).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  pair  present  (pjcr,HNHs).  Shenley,  three 
pairs  in  June  (hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  in  early  May  (hpm). 
Symondshyde,  three  singing  males  in  May  (hnhs). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  four  or  five  on  Apr.  23rd  (ck).  Inner  London:  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  25th,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on 
Oct.  2nd  (jpw). 

B  Oakend  Wood,  three  males  on  June  6th  (je).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  display 
flighting  over  waste  area  on  Mar.  30th  (rrg). 
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K  Adams  Wood,  one  singing  male  on  May  1st  (pe).  Downe,  pair  carrying 
food  on  June  17th  (pjs«).  Farningham  Woods,  two  displaying  on  May 
28th  (drg).  Joyden’s  Wood,  three  on  June  4th  (drg,sjg).  Knockholt,  one 
singing  on  Apr.  23rd  (gbc). 

S  Banstead  Heath,  four  pairs  bred  (ckd,pod).  Epsom  Downs,  two  on  Apr. 
19th  (sja).  Farleigh,  two  singing  males  in  April  and  May  (jws).  Headley 
Heath,  three  displaying  on  May  21st  (ch),  eight  pairs  bred  (ckd,pod). 
Limpsfield  Chart,  five  displaying  on  May  21st  (njt).  Littleworth  Common, 
one  pair  on  June  8th  (wri).  Park  Downs,  two  singing  males  on  May  3rd 
(rhbf).  Walton  Heath,  six  pairs  bred  (ckd,pod).  Wimbledon  Common, 
two  pairs  bred  (wri,rhk,jw/-). 

322  Meadow  Pipit  (373) 

Breeding  season  distribution,  peak  passage  numbers  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Pond,  one  pair  summered  (mkd).  Chigwell,  40  on  Oct.  21st  (mkd). 
Rainham,  up  to  20  pairs  during  breeding  season,  150  on  Nov.  3rd  (mkd). 
Romford,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (KBf).  Sewardstone,  48  on  spring 
passage  Apr.  2nd  (agt). 

H  Rye  Meads,  50  on  Oct.  21st  (hnhs).  Stocker’s  Lake,  spring  passage  from 
mid-March  with  peak  of  100+  on  the  19th  (jd«,je,avm).  Wormley,  one  in 
garden  during  cold  spell  on  Dec.  31st  (ar). 

M  Spring  passage  was  reported  from  several  localities  during  March  and  early 
April,  100+  at  Poyle  on  Mar.  12th  was  maximum  reported  (je,ck,avm,pn). 
Present  during  breeding  season  at  Bushy  Park,  Poyle  and  Staines  Moor 
(crc,igj,avm).  50+  were  present  at  Perivale  Park  for  one  day  only  on 
July  22nd  (dmf).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  small 
numbers  on  spring  passage  from  Mar.  21st  to  May  14th  with  maxima  of 
eight  on  Mar.  25th  and  Apr.  11th.  Autumn  passage  from  Sept.  18th  to 
Nov.  18th  with  maxima  of  23  on  Sept.  20th  and  Oct.  2nd  (dab).  Regent’s 
Park,  observed  passing  over  on  seven  dates  during  March  and  April  with 
maximum  of  nine  on  Mar.  23rd.  Autumn  passage  from  Sept.  13th  to  Nov. 
2nd,  maximum  of  29  on  Sept.  22nd  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  noticeable  influx  on  Mar.  22nd  when  70+  were  recorded, 
three  many  dates  from  April  to  August  (rrg). 

K  Beckenham,  cold  weather  movements,  50+  SW  on  Dec.  31st  (jdh).  Brom¬ 
ley  Common,  two  pairs  in  breeding  season  (gd).  Dartford  Marsh,  a  few 
pairs  bred  (drg).  Erith  Marsh,  several  adults  observed  carrying  food,  three 
nests  located  (jfw). 

S  Headley  Heath,  one  in  song  flight  on  July  1st  (dw,mwrw).  Holmethorpe 
S.P.,  one  displaying  on  Apr.  23rd  (ccl,ksl).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
up  to  30  in  January  and  February,  small  numbers  throughout  March  and 
April  with  peak  of  27  on  Apr.  12th.  One  singing  throughout  May  and  most 
of  June,  two  on  May  8th  (rea). 


324a  Rock  Pipit  (379a) 

E  Girling  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  15th  and  Nov.  5th  (jf).  King  George  V  Res., 
singles  on  Feb.  4th,  Mar.  12th  and  Oct.  18th  (agt,pjv).  Rainham,  two  — 
four  present  in  December  (mkd). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  9th  (cib).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  two  dates  in 
November  (hnhs).  Springwell,  one  on  Feb.  2nd  and  Dec.  3rd  (cib,pjs). 
M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  14th,  four  on  the  19th  (arc,uc,avm). 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  five  on  Jan.  1st,  20  on  Feb.  11th,  numbers  then  decreasing, 
four  or  five  present  at  end  of  year  (drg).  Littlebrook,  up  to  five,  both  ends 
of  the  year  (drg).  Swanscombe,  1 1  on  Jan.  2nd,  one  on  Oct.  15th  (rjc,lfw). 
Woolwich  Reach,  one  on  Mar.  8th  (pjs«). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  several  dates  in  January  and  on  Feb.  12th,  probably 
same  one  legged  bird  present  in  November  and  December  1977,  two  on 
Oct.  23rd,  one  on  the  29th  (cpsa  et  al.). 


324b  Water  Pipit  (379b) 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  from  January  to  Mar.  11th  (hnhs). 

H/M  Colne  Valley,  Croxley  to  Springwell,  one  or  two  on  a  number  of  dates 
from  beginning  of  the  year  to  Mar.  26th,  two  on  several  dates  from  Oct. 
28th  to  Dec.  9th  (cib  et  al.). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  27th  (mtnhs). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  four  from  beginning  of  year  to  Apr.  27th;  singles 
on  Oct.  22nd,  Nov.  17th,  Nov.  24th  and  Dec.  31st  (jd  et  al.).  Flersham  S.F., 
one  on  Mar.  12th,  two  on  Nov.  12th,  three  (trapped)  on  Nov.  25th  (dp). 
Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  7th,  Oct.  21st  and  from  Dec.  16th  to  end  of 
year  (wri). 


325  Yellow  Wagtail  (382) 

First  and  last  sightings,  records  of  breeding  or  of  birds  apparently  resident 
in  the  breeding  season.  Inner  London  records  and  birds  having  characters 
of  the  Blue-headed  ( flava )  race  are  given. 

E  Barking,  a  Blue-headed  male  on  June  19th  (dm).  Fairlop  G.P.,  ten  pairs 
present  (acp).  Fishers  Green,  pair  with  young  (ar).  Lea  Valley  Res.,  c.  30 
pairs  nesting  (jf  et  al.).  Ockendon,  an  increase  in  the  breeding  population 
was  apparent  (mja).  Rainham,  five  or  six  pairs  with  young  (mkd),  last 
sighting,  one  on  Nov.  5th  (ebvvps).  Sewardstone,  one  Blue-headed  male 
on  Apr.  29th  and  May  6th  (jf,gjw). 

H  Very  few  breeding  records  received.  Helicon  G.P.,  a  Blue-headed  pair  on 
May  6th  (rdnhs).  Ridge,  pair  on  July  9th  (hnhs).  Rye  Meads,  four  on 
June  17th  (hnhs). 

M  Bayhurst  Wood  Pond,  two  pairs  present,  male  with  one  juvenile  on  July 
2nd  (je, rdnhs).  Kempton  Park,  two  or  three  pairs  on  June  3rd  (dp).  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  several  pairs  bred  (pn).  Poyle,  five  pairs  present,  three  or  more 
pairs  bred  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  pair  collecting  nest  material  on  June  4th  (GCr), 
one  Blue-headed  male  on  Aug.  6th  (dmf,lgf).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Apr.  20th  and  May  3rd  (dab).  Regent's 
Park,  singles  on  May  3rd  and  29th,  one  on  Oct.  4th  (jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  pairs  probably  bred  (drg).  Erith/Plumsiead  Marshes, 
25+  males  present  in  breeding  season,  far  more  numerous  than  in  recent 
years,  possible  Blue-headed  on  May  13th  and  27th  (jfw).  Thamesmead, 
two  pairs  carrying  food  on  June  20th  and  26th  (pjs/?). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  female  feeding  juvenile  on  July  24th,  pair  with  two  juven¬ 
iles  on  June  29th  (psa,rbh,pjsa7,jvv/'),  probably  Blue-headed  on  June  13th 
(rbh).  Beddington  S.F.,  adult  feeding  young  on  Aug.  6th  (kdgm),  Blue¬ 
headed  male  on  June  4th,  25th  and  July  19th  (swg).  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  first  on  Apr.  12th,  eight  pairs  holding  territories  in  May,  five  birds 
carrying  food  on  June  14th,  several  juveniles  by  end  of  month  (rea). 
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327  Grey  Wagtail  (381) 

Records  of  breeding  or  suspected  breeding  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  pair  with  two  young  (cf«).  Waltham  Abbey,  pair 
summered,  no  young  observed  (jf).  Walthamstow  Res.,  pair  present  in 
May  and  June  (jf). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  pair  with  several  grown  young  on  May  30th  (hpm).  Mill 
End,  adult  carrying  food  on  May  12th  (rrd).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  juvenile 
on  July  7th  (je).  Troy  Mill,  a  pair  holding  territory  (avm,pn). 

M  Kempton  Park,  several  juveniles  ringed  on  July  13th  (firg).  Near  Totten¬ 
ham  Gas  Works,  adults  observed  carrying  food  (mh«).  Inner  London: 
Baker  Street,  one  pair  bred,  juvenile  being  fed  close  to  nest  site  in  Kendal 
Place  (tt);  Bayswater  Stn.,  a  pair  appeared  to  be  collecting  nest  material 
on  Apr.  12th,  seen  regularly  up  to  May  19th,  male  observed  again  on  July 
3rd  (mah). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  (avm,pn). 

K  Beckenham,  Kelsey  Park,  one  pair  probably  bred  (gaa).  Bromley  Common, 
two  pairs  present,  one  with  two  young  on  June  25th  (gd).  Hayes,  family 
party  feeding  along  stream  on  July  23rd  (gaa).  River  Cray,  Bexley  to  Foots 
Cray  Meadows,  up  to  four  pairs  present  in  breeding  season,  two  pairs  with 
juveniles  (sjg,gfm,pjs«). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  carrying  food  Apr.  21st-23rd  and  again  on  July  8th 
(psa,mrh).  Cobham,  at  least  two  pairs  along  two  km.  of  River  Mole  (dkjw). 
Esher  (River  Mole),  female  carrying  food  to  nest  on  July  4th  (gb).  Hogsmill 
two  pairs  located  alongside  river,  nest  with  two  eggs  on  Apr.  10th  (wri). 
Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  pair  bred  successfully,  two  broods  (wri).  Wandsworth, 
River  Wandle,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (pjs^).  Pairs  were  also  present  in 
summer  at  Beddington  Park,  Godstone  Pond,  Leigh  Place  Ponds,  Oxted, 
Richmond  Park  and  Wimbledon  Common. 

328a  Pied  Wagtail  (380a) 

Inner  London  breeding  or  suspected  breeding  records  and  roosts ;  and  the 
largest  roosts  elsewhere  are  given. 

E  Thomdon  Park,  130  at  roost  on  Oct.  15th  (mgw). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  c.  1,500  on  Oct.  21st  was  the  highest  number  recorded 
(je).  Rye  Meads,  c.  946  in  March,  maxima  (hnhs). 

M  Moorhall  G.P.,  c.  300  flying  to  roost  at  Springwell  reedbed  on  Oct.  25th  (je). 
Inner  London:  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens,  a  pair  with  two  juveniles  on 
July  26th  (sc).  Buckingham  Palace  Road,  the  maximum  at  roost  during 
October  was  260  on  the  27th,  roost  not  used  after  Nov.  7th  (rjc).  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  probably  bred,  three  territories  (dab,rfs). 
Walbrook,  E.C.,  450  at  roost  towards  end  of  October  (rs h).  William  Curtis 
Ecological  Park,  probably  bred  immature  on  May  26th  (j cn). 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  c.  281  on  Nov.  12th  (khp).  Orpington  Civic  Hall, 
monthly  counts  made  in  the  peak  months  were:-  2,475  on  Jan.  7th,  2,820 
on  Feb.  5th,  2,045  on  Mar.  4th,  872  on  Oct.  21st,  3,025  on  Nov.  1st,  2,288 
on  Dec.  25th  (rjc). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  collecting  nest  material  on  May  29th 
(rea).  Richmond  Park,  50  on  Aug.  12th  (rsb). 

328b  White  Wagtail  (380b) 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  2nd,  24th  and  25th,  two  on  the  22nd 
(pjv). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  male  on  Mar.  18th,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  from 
Apr.  14th  to  29th  (jd/i  et  al.). 
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M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  9th  and  23rd  (je).  Poyle,  one  on  Mar. 
12th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  15th,  five  on  the  21st  and  22nd,  one  on 
the  29th,  one  on  May  3rd  (cib  et  al.). 

K  Sevenoaks  C.+-,  one  present  throughout  January  and  February,  two  on 
Apr.  22nd  (jgh,pfh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  or  three  on  Apr.  16th,  eight  on  the  21st  (mrh).  Dul¬ 
wich,  Belair  Park,  one  on  May  1st  (pjnw).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
one  on  May  3rd  (rea).  River  Thames,  one  on  foreshore  by  National 
Theatre  on  May  10th  (whd). 

331  Wren  (299) 

Inner  London  breeding  records  and  first  record  for  area  are  given.  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred  21  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park, 
bred,  35  pairs  compared  with  27  in  1977  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (pjo). 
William  Curtis  Ecological  Park,  regularly  seen  or  heard  from  Oct.  3rd 
onwards  (j cri). 

333  Dunnock  (371) 

Inner  London  breeding  records  and  first  sightings  from  area  at  present 
being  developed  into  new  ecological  park. 

Belgrave  Square,  eight  territories  (lab).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens, 
bred,  34  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  78  pairs  compared  with 
64  in  1977  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (pjo).  William  Curtis  Ecological 
Park,  one  on  Sept.  24th,  two  on  29th  (j cn).  Surrey  Docks,  at  least  one  pair 
bred  successfully,  adult  with  juvenile  on  July  29th  (rea). 

336  Robin  (325) 

Inner  London  breeding  records  and  estimated  territories  at  two  locations 
are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Belgrave  Square,  one  territory  (lab).  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  bred,  24  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent's  Park,  bred,  67  pairs 
compared  with  86  in  1977  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (pjo). 

K  Bromley  Common,  20+  pairs  in  May  (gd). 

S  Bookham  Common,  number  of  territories  over  the  last  five  years  (gb). 


1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

40  acres  of  Woodland 

38 

33 

33 

34 

40 

96  acres  of  Scrubland 

25 

26 

32 

34 

30 

338  Nightingale  (322) 

E  Epping  Forest,  male  singing  in  June  (pr  et  al.).  Hainault/Chigwell,  a  male 
singing  on  May  30th  (acp).  West  Thurrock,  one  ringed  on  July  6th  (drg.). 
H  Blackfan  Wood,  one  on  May  21st  (prk).  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  singing  in 
May  and  June  (hnhs,prk).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  pair  summered  (cjw).  Northaw 
Great  Wood,  three  or  four  present  in  May  (pjc,hnhs).  Rye  Meads,  one  on 
passage  May  2nd  (hnhs).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  singing  on  Apr.  24th  (dmf). 
K  Northfleet,  Blue  Lake,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (lfw).  Northfleet,  Springhead, 
one  on  May  4th  (rfs). 

S  Ashstead  Common,  one  singing  on  Apr.  28th  (wri). 

Bookham  Common,  number  of  territories  over  the  last  five  years  (gb). 

1974  1975  1976  1977  1978 

96  acres  of  Scrubland  2  2  6  3  3 

Brooklands  Aerodrome,  one  singing  at  same  site  as  1977,  no  evidence  of 
breeding.  Headley  Heath,  one  on  May  30th  and  June  5th  (swg). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1978  53 

342  Black  Redstart  (321) 

Comparison  of  table  below  with  1977  records  indicates  a  further  increase 
in  the  status  of  this  species,  especially  in  Inner  London. 

A  pair  nested  successfully  inside  a  manhole  at  Littlebrook  Power  Station 
with  construction  work  in  progress  all  around  them;  four  young  left  the 
nest  on  July  23rd  and  24th  (bn#). 

Winter  records  indicated  an  increase  in  the  number  wintering  at  both  ends 
of  the  year,  a  high  percentage  were  males.  A  pair  was  present  at  Brimsdown 
Power  Station  on  Jan.  14th  (prk). 


Pairs  Pairs  Singing  Observer 
Bred  Present  Male 


E 


M 


K 


S 


Beckton  Gas  Works 

1 

CWP 

North  Woolwich 

2 

JDH 

Silvertown 

1 

JDH 

Royal  Victoria  Dock 

1 

JDH 

Romford 

1 

MKD 

Thurrock  Power  Station 

1 

ag  et  al. 

Walthamstow  Res. 

1 

JF 

West  India,  Canary  Wharf 

1 

JDH 

Brimsdown  Power  Station 

1 

PRK 

Drayton  Park 

1 

CA 

Park  Royal 

1 

TJT 

Tottenham  (Factory  Site) 

1 

JF,KM 

Tottenham  Gas  Works 

1 

JF 

Inner  London:  Broad  St. 

1 

GCB 

Brompton  Cemetery 

1 

THAS 

Covent  Garden 

1 

PJS  n 

Cowper  St.,  E.C.2 

1 

GGB 

Fulham  Gas  Works 

1 

RS 

Lissom  Grove,  N.W.8 

1 

PJW 

Portland  Place 

1 

BN/I 

Primrose  Hill  Stn. 

1 

DJMJ 

Whitechapel,  E.l 

1 

PJSM 

York  Road 

1 

GGB 

Dartford  Industrial  Estate 

1 

PBH 

East  Greenwich  Gas  Works 

1 

pjs  n 

Littlebrook  Old  Power  Station 

1 

DRG 

Littlebrook  New  Power  Station 

2 

BNtf 

Northfleet,  Bowater-Scott 

1 

RFS 

Battersea  Power  Station 

1 

DLH 

Croydon  Power  Sta.  (Bedd  S.F.) 

1 

1 

swg  et  al. 

Croydon,  Wellesley  Road 

1 

RPB 

Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks 

1 

3 

REA 

Bankside  Power  Station 

1 

1 

RS,DAB 

Blackfriars  Road 

1 

DAB 

Upper  Ground,  S.E.l 

1 

WHD 

Wm.  Curtis  Park/Hays  Wharf 

1 

WGT,THAS 

Southwark  Cathedral 

1 

PMBB 

Vauxhall 

2 

THAS 

15 


8 


23 
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343  Redstart  (320) 

Only  proved  breeding  in  one  area,  scarce  on  both  spring  and  autumn 
passage.  No  records  received  for  Inner  London.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  five  pairs,  two  with  young  (mkd  et  a/.).  Hainault,  singles 
on  Aug.  31st,  Sept.  2nd  and  19th  (mkd).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Apr. 
2nd  (km).  Romford,  one  on  Oct.  1st  (ag /). 

H  Croxley  Green,  a  male  in  garden  on  Apr.  29th  (rap).  Maple  Cross  S.F., 
a  female  on  May  3rd  (jd«). 

M  Flarefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  male  on  Apr.  22nd  (cib).  Osterley  Park,  one  on 
Sept.  21st  (dgh). 

K  Orpington,  Darrick  Wood,  a  female  on  May  3rd  (rjc).  Sevenoaks  G.P., 
two  on  May  24th  (jgh). 

S  Headley  Heath,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (ckd,pod).  Whyteleap,  Richmond  Park, 
a  male  on  Apr.  22nd  (msa). 


344  Whinchat  (318) 

No  breeding  or  suspected  breeding  records.  The  first  arrivals  in  spring 
were  two  males  at  Headley  Heath  (S)  on  Apr.  22nd  (ckd,pod).  Largest 
number  reported  during  the  spring  passage  period  was  six  at  Kempton 
Park  on  Apr.  25th  (hrg). 

More  numerous  on  the  autumn  passage  which  began  in  mid-July,  main 
passage  period  from  Aug.  15th  to  Sept.  12th.  Last  sighting  was  one  at 
Sewardstone  (E)  on  Oct.  7th  (prk).  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  Aug.  17th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on 
Sept.  13th  (jpw).  Two  were  reported  near  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  on  May  3rd 
(thas). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  spring  passage  from  Apr.  28th  to  May  11th  with  up  to 
three  present  on  two  dates.  Autumn,  four  on  Sept.  4th,  one  on  the  5th 
(rea,trd). 


345  Stonechat  (317) 

Seventeen  pairs  bred  successfully  of  a  total  of  at  least  25  pairs,  probably  the 
largest  number  since  the  severe  winters  of  1938/39  and  1939/40.  Breeding 
or  possible  breeding  records  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Barking,  an  adult  male  with  one  fledged  young  on  Aug.  22nd  (mkd).  Naze- 
ing  Marsh,  one  pair  present  (ar).  Netherhall,  one  juvenile  on  July  2nd 
(gjw).  Rainham,  four  pairs  reared  young  successfully  (mkd). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  pair  bred  and  were  probably  double-brooded  (lab  et  al.). 
Cranford,  pair  feeding  newly  fledged  juvenile  in  mid-May  (jah). 

K  Crossness/Erith  Marshes,  two  pairs  bred  (jfw).  Elmers  End  S.F.,  pair  with 
one  young  on  July  24th  (gaa,kp/*).  Littlebrook,  three  males  holding  terri¬ 
tory  on  May  6th  (bn#).  Northfleet,  one  pair  probably  bred  (baf,lfw). 
Plumstead  Marsh,  one  pair  bred  (jfw).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  pair  present 
in  breeding  season  (baf,lfw). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  two  pairs  present  on  June  5th  (rhbf).  Epsom  Common, 
two  pairs  in  breeding  season  (wri).  Headley  Heath,  one  juvenile  on  July 
19th  (wri).  Mitcham  Common,  two  pairs  present,  one  pair  with  two  young 
(ccu,jc«,pgm).  Richmond  Park,  two  pairs  present  (rsb,bam).  Walton 
Heath,  one  pair  located  on  July  24th  (wri).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
one  on  several  dates  in  January  and  February,  one  on  Sept.  4th  (rea). 
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346  Wheatear  (311) 

First  reported  on  the  early  date  of  Mar.  5th  when  one  was  present  at 
South  Weald  (E)  (kajg)  and  another  at  Tatsfield  (S)  (jhnm).  Recorded 
regularly  from  Mar.  15th  up  to  the  end  of  May,  maximum  24  on  May  6th 
including  ten  at  London  Airport  (M). 

A  juvenile  with  leg  injury  was  observed  at  Staines  Res.  from  June  29th 
to  July  3rd  (rjj,pn).  Autumn  passage:  Reported  almost  daily  from  early 
August  until  late  September,  no  large  ‘falls’  were  reported,  maximum  being 
six  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  (K)  on  Sept.  3rd  (gbc).  Very  few  were  reported 
passing  through  the  area  during  October,  only  seven  sightings  all  of  single 
birds  from  the  1st  up  to  the  22nd  (last  reported). 

359  Ring  Ouzel  (307) 

There  were  only  three  records  of  this  species,  all  on  spring  passage. 

E  Nazeing,  one  male  on  Apr.  6th  (lvpg). 

S  Dulwich,  one  male  on  Apr.  10th  and  11th,  one  female  on  May  9th  (pbp, 

PJNW). 

360  Blackbird  (308) 

A  large  influx  of  Continental  birds  was  reported  in  the  Dartford  area 
during  December,  350+  on  the  17th  maxima  (drg).  A  complete  albino 
male  was  present  for  the  second  consecutive  winter  at  Berrylands  (S)  (jet). 
Two  ringing  recoveries  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  A  female  ringed  in  its  first  year  at  Kempton  Park  on  Nov.  25th,  1972,  was 
found  dead  at  Luufalahti  Tuupovaara  (Kvopio)  Finland  (63°.  23  'N  -  30°. 
51  'E)  on  Apr.  25rh,  1978.  A  male  ringed  as  an  adult  at  Kempton  Park  on 
Feb.  11th,  1978,  was  found  dead  at  Saksild  Odder  (Jylland)  Denmark 
(55°.  59 'N  -  10°.  15'E)  on  May  1st,  1978  (hrg).  Inner  London:  Belgrave 
Square,  bred,  nine  territories  (lab).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred, 
134  territories  compared  with  128  in  1977  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred 
175  territories  compared  with  154  in  1977  (pjw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred 
(pjo). 

S  Camberwell,  female  incubating  third  brood  on  June  8th  (pjsh).  County 
Hall,  female  feeding  recently  fledged  young  on  July  5th  (pjs«).  Royal 
Festival  Hall,  female  carrying  food  to  a  balcony  on  June  9th  (pjs n).  William 
Curtis  Ecological  Park,  two  or  three  territories  (jc«). 

364  Fieldfare  (302) 

Flocks  of  100  or  more  were  reported  from  36  localities  in  the  period  Jan¬ 
uary  to  March,  in  several  areas  numbers  remained  over  the  hundred  mark 
until  mid-March.  Largest  numbers  reported,  500+  at  Beddington  S.F.  (S) 
on  Feb.  25th  (swg),  500  at  Bromley  Common  (K)  on  Mar.  5th  (gd).  500 
at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (H)  on  Feb.  1st  (jd+),  500  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (H)  on 
Feb.  5th  (hb).  Numbers  were  still  high  in  April,  130  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on 
the  11th  and  50  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  (M)  on  the  30th  (dmf,lgf).  Late 
stragglers  were  reported  at  Bromley  Common  on  May  28th  (gd)  and  at 
Wimbledon  Common  on  June  25th  (rhk). 

One  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (M)  on  Sept.  17th  (mcrg)  was  the  first  autumn 
record.  Fairly  widespread  by  mid-October  with  c.  402  moving  west  over 
Northfieet/Gravesend  between  07.45  and  11.15  hrs.  on  the  22nd  (lfw,sfw). 
c.  200  with  Redwings  moving  west  over  Staines  Moor  (M)  on  the  29th  (jah). 
Flocks  of  100  or  more  were  reported  from  over  20  localities  during  Nov¬ 
ember  and  December,  5,400  were  estimated  roosting  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  (H) 
on  Dec.  25th  (gjw). 

Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 
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M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  15  on  five  dates  between  Feb.  9th 
and  Apr.  27th.  Very  few  recorded  in  autumn,  maximum  of  ten  on  Nov. 
13th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  208  moving  south  on  Feb.  13th  between 
08.30  and  09.15  hrs.  including  flocks  of  29  and  40  which  landed  briefly,  one 
on  Apr.  17th  and  28th.  95  moving  west  on  Oct.  22nd  (jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  20  on  Jan.  13th  (rea). 

365  Song  Thrush  (303) 

Well  over  one  hundred  were  reported  in  the  Dartford  Marsh/Littlebrook 
(K)  area  on  Nov.  2nd,  a  further  influx  was  evident  in  early  December  when 
100+  were  recorded  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  the  5th  and  10th,  over  90%  of 
the  birds  ringed  during  this  period  were  of  continental  origin  (drg).  Inner 
London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Belgrave  Square,  three  territories  (lab).  Coram  Gardens,  W.C.l,  young  in 
nest  on  June  30th  (sc).  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred  35  territories 
(dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred  41  pairs  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (pjo). 
S  Chelsea  Royal  Hospital,  one  carrying  food  on  May  26th  (pjs«). 

366  Redwing  (304) 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  more  numerous  than  Fieldfare,  with  flocks  of 
300  or  more  reported  from  nine  localities.  The  maxima  at  one  locality  in  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year  was  1,000+  at  Mad  Bess  Wood  (M)  on  Feb. 
17th  (rhnhs).  Large  numbers  were  still  present  in  early  March,  400+  at 
Dulwich  (S)  on  the  1st,  numbers  then  dropping  to  55  by  the  26th  (pjnw), 
450  at  Bromley  Common  on  the  5th  and  400+  at  Eden  Park  (K)  on  the 
8th  (gd).  Late  stragglers  were  reported  at  Alexandra  Park  (M)  on  May  8th 
(DPy)  and  from  Littleworth  Common  (S)  on  June  8th  (wri). 

First  arrival  in  the  autumn  was  one  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows  (K)  on  Oct. 
1st  (ss).  Passage  was  observed  from  Regent’s  Park  on  Oct.  17th  when  117 
were  counted  moving  NW  (jpw).  300  were  estimated  roosting  at  Thomdon 
Park  (E)  on  Oct.  22nd  (mgw).  Flocks  containing  200  or  more  birds  were 
reported  from  1 1  localities  during  November  and  December.  An  albino  was 
present  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (H)  from  November  1977  until  Mar.  8th, 
another  (or  possibly  the  same  bird)  was  observed  on  Dec.  12th  (jd«). 

367  Mistle  Thrush  (301) 

High  numbers  were  reported  from  two  localities  during  December,  50  + 
were  recorded  at  Dartford  Marsh  (K)  on  the  5th  (drg)  and  over  100  at 
Walton  Downs  (S)  on  the  19th  (ckd,pod). 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  eight  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  eight  pairs  (jpw).  Westminster,  pair  feeding  young  in  nest  on 
branch  of  plane  tree  in  Victoria  Tower  Gardens  (wgt). 

369  Cetti’s  Warbler  (326) 

E  Fisher’s  Green,  a  male  singing  on  several  dates  from  May  21st  to  June  6th 

(JF,HPM,GJW). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  singing  in  March  and  April,  one  present  from  Oct.  29th 
to  Nov.  11th  (hnhs). 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  possibly  two  singing  from  May  7th  to  July  24th 
(rcp  et  al.). 
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373  Grasshopper  Warbler  (327) 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  June  14th,  juvenile  on  July  11th  (ebps).  Harlows 
Wood,  one  ‘reeling’  during  April  and  May  (tw).  Thorndon  Park,  one 
singing  on  several  dates  from  Apr.  22nd  to  June  3rd  (ebps). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  up  to  six  singing  during  June  and  July  (jdm  et  a!.). 
Cowheath  Wood,  one  on  June  17th  (pjc).  Northaw,  20-30  singing  in  July 
(hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  three  ‘reeling’  on  Apr.  30th  (hpm). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  May  3rd  (rrg). 

S  Ashstead  Common,  three  pairs  located,  nest  with  five  eggs  on  July  14th 
(wri).  Bookham  Common,  no  territories  located  for  the  second  year 
running  (gb).  Epsom  Common,  four  or  five  pairs,  nest  with  six  young  on 
July  7th  (wri). 

378  Sedge  Warbler  (337) 

Inner  London  records,  breeding  records,  first  and  last  dates  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  six  pairs  (mkd).  Navestock  Lake,  two  pairs  (mkd).  Rainham 
Marsh,  six  pairs  (mkd).  Roding  Valley,  eight  pairs  (mkd).  West  Thurrock, 
two  pairs  (drg). 

H  Rye  Meads,  bred,  an  early  arrival  was  reported  on  Mar.  9th  (hnhs). 
Stocker’s  Lake,  15  pairs  bred  (jdw). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  pair  held  territory,  breeding  not  proven  (lfr).  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  five  dates  from  Apr. 
27th  to  May  23rd  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  three  on  May  3rd,  one  on  six 
dates  from  May  4th  to  18th,  two  on  the  17th,  one  on  June  14th  and  19th 
(jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  three  pairs  observed  feeding  fledged  young  (rrg). 

K  Crossness/Erith  Marsh,  six  pairs  (jfw).  Dartford  Marsh,  at  least  three 
pairs  bred  (drg).  Ruxley  G.P.,  two  pairs  present  during  May  (sjg,gfm), 
one  on  Oct.  1st  (rjc). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  at  least  12  pairs  bred  (swg).  Chertsey  Mead,  nest  with 
three  eggs  on  June  21st  (wei).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  singing 
on  May  3rd,  pair  holding  territory  on  May  21st  then  seen  regularly  up  to 
June  14th,  almost  certainly  bred  (rea). 

381  Marsh  Warbler  (334) 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  singing  from  May  25th  to  June  4th,  but  no  evidence  of 
breeding  (jdm  et  ai). 

382  Reed  Warbler  (333) 

Inner  London  records  and  a  selection  of  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Pond,  18  pairs.  Rainham,  six  or  seven  pairs.  Romford,  16-18  pairs 
(mkd).  West  Thurrock,  25-30  pairs  (drg). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  12  pairs  (jd ri).  Small  numbers  of  singing  males  reported 
from  eight  other  localities. 

M  Inner  London:  Belgrave  Square,  one  singing  on  May  19th  (lab).  Kensing¬ 
ton  Gardens,  one  singing  in  gardens  of  Kensington  Palace  on  May  31st 
(dab).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  28th;  May  16th  and  18th;  June  14th 
(jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  27  pulli  ringed  (rrg). 

K  Breeding  only  reported  from  four  localities.  A  substantial  increase  in  the 
number  of  pairs  breeding  at  Plumstead  Marsh  to  20+  was  the  only  change 
in  status  reported  (jfw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  singing  males,  breeding  not  proved  (psa  et  al.).  Rich¬ 
mond  Park,  one  pair  possibly  bred  (bam).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  one 
singing  from  July  14th  to  the  17th,  not  seen  subsequently  (rea). 
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389  Dartford  Warbler  (352) 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  in  bush  alongside  causeway  on  Oct.  8th  (mt). 

S  Kingston,  one  found  freshly  dead  in  High  Street  near  river  in  October 
(photographed)  (bam). 

397  Lesser  Whitethroat  (348) 

Probable  increase  in  the  breeding  population  compared  with  recent  years. 
Reported  in  the  breeding  season  from  12  localities  in  Essex,  seven  in  Herts., 
four  in  Middx.,  nine  in  Kent,  13  in  Surrey.  The  number  of  territories  at 
Bookham  Common  (S)  over  the  last  five  years  are  shown  below. 

1974  1975  1976  1977  1978 

96  acres  Scrubland  3  4  5  4  6 

Inner  London  nesting  records  are  only  the  fourth  and  fifth  this  century  and 
include  the  first  confirmed  breeding  in  Kensington  Gardens  since  1921. 

M  Hyde  Park,  one  on  May  2nd,  one  singing  from  May  15th  to  26th  (dab). 
Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  nested  in  the  Long  Water  Sanctuary  rearing 
two  young  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  (first  breeding  record 
for  the  park  was  in  1977);  another  pair  also  present  (jpw). 

398  Whitethroat  (347) 

Comments  on  status  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

Several  observers  mentioned  local  fluctuations  in  the  number  of  pairs 
breeding,  overall  the  general  situation  appeared  to  be  similar  to  1977. 
Reported  in  the  breeding  season  from  nine  localities  in  Essex,  seven  in 
Herts.,  four  in  Middx.,  14  in  Kent,  seven  in  Surrey,  Maximum  reported 
was  13  singing  males  at  Plumstead  Marsh  (K)  on  May  18th  (jfw). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  spring  passage,  singles  on  six  dates  between 
Apr.  25th  and  May  23rd,  one  pair  with  young  on  June  22nd  and  29th. 
Late  passage  bird  on  Oct.  5th  (jpw).  Opposite  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  one  on 
May  3rd  (thas). 

399  Garden  Warbler  (346) 

Comparison  with  1977  records  showed  various  local  fluctuations  but  overall 
breeding  status  appeared  unchanged.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  four  dates  from  May  9th  to 
18th,  recorded  on  five  dates  from  Aug.  7th  to  23rd  with  maximum  of  three 
on  the  10th  (dab).  Lansdowne  Rd.,  W.ll,  one  singing  in  garden  on  May 
3rd  (bn/?).  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  May  2nd,  singles  on  May  3rd,  9th,  18th, 
June  26t'n  and  Sept.  19th  (jpw). 

400  Blackcap  (343) 

Winter  records  (Jan.-Feb.  and  Nov.-Dee.),  a  ringing  recovery  and  num¬ 
ber  of  birds  ringed  in  one  month  at  one  site  and  Inner  London  breeding 
figures  are  given. 

E  Ongar,  a  pair  from  Jan.  20th  to  22nd  (ecw).  Upminster,  a  male  from  Jan. 

9th  to  Mar.  3rd,  one  on  Dec.  21st  (ebwps). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  a  male  feeding  in  garden  near  park  on  Feb.  18th  (krj). 
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M  Enfield  Lock,  a  female  on  Jan.  14th  (prk).  Hillingdon,  a  female  feeding  on 
bird  table  from  Jan.  31st  to  Mar.  24th  (dh).  Kempton  Park,  43  birds  were 
ringed  in  July,  19  of  this  total  were  trapped  on  the  29th  (hrg).  Osterley 
Park,  one  on  Nov.  5th  (dgh).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  male  ringed  on 
Nov.  11th,  another  on  the  25th,  two  males  were  caught  on  Dec.  2nd 
one  being  retrap  from  November.  A  female  ringed  in  its  first  year  on  Sept. 
18th,  1976,  was  found  dead  on  May  2nd,  1978,  at  Cherbourg  (Manche) 
France  (hrg).  Uxbridge,  a  pair  in  garden  on  Feb.  11th  (dy).  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  four  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  five  pairs  compared  with  eight  in  1977  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  26th  (mtnhs). 

K  Beckenham,  a  male  feeding  on  apples  put  out  in  garden  on  Feb.  17th  and 
19th  (mn).  Bromley,  a  male  in  garden  on  Jan.  14th  and  a  probable  female 
on  Dec.  24th  (gbc). 

S  Barnes,  female  in  garden  on  Feb.  23rd  (rjq).  Beddington  S.F.,  female  on 
Jan.  4th  (sja).  Dawcombe,  a  male  caught  and  ringed  on  Dec.  3rd  weighed 
20g.  (bn).  Howard  Lane,  S.W.15,  a  male  in  observer's  garden  on  several 
dates  between  Jan.  21st  and  Mar.  23rd  (jwr).  Sutton,  a  male  in  garden 
Feb.  23rd-26th  (al).  Walton  on  the  Hill,  one  in  garden  on  Nov.  20th 
(kbj,pb^). 

404  YeHow-browed  Warbler  (360) 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  8th  (gfm,smm). 

This  is  the  third  record  for  the  London  Area,  the  two  previous  sightings 
were  on  Oct.  10th,  1930,  and  Sept.  28th,  1960. 


408  Wood  Warbler  (357) 

E  Epping  Forest,  two  singing  in  June  (mkd,jf).  Hainault,  one  singing  in  June 
(mkd).  Havering,  one  singing  in  May  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park,  one  singing  on 
May  26th  and  29th  (ebwps,mgw). 

H  Breckit  Wood,  two  pairs  bred  (hnhs).  Chorleywood,  one  singing  on  May 
29th  (rap).  Northaw,  one  pair  bred  (hnhs). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  two  on  Aug.  1 1th  (apbr).  Enfield,  one  singing  on  May  5th 
(prk).  Osterley  Park,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (dgh).  Stanmore  Common,  one 
singing  on  June  7th  (kvt).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  July  21st 
(dab).  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on 
May  17th  and  18th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  juvenile  trapped  on  Sept.  10th  (rrg). 

K  High  Chart,  one  singing  on  June  11th  (gbc).  Orpington;  Crofton  Heath, 
Darrick  Wood,  Roundabout  Wood,  Sparrow  Wood,  one  reported  singing 
at  each  site  during  May  (ric  et  al.). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  one  singing  on  May  13th  and  25th  (wri).  Burgh  Heath, 
one  on  Sept.  19th  (ckd,pod).  Dulwich,  one  on  Aug.  31st  and  Sept.  1st,  the 
latter  was  found  entangled  in  netting  covering  cabbage  patch  (pjnw). 
Dulwich  Woods,  one  singing  in  May  (pjnw).  Fairmile  Common,  one 
singing  on  May  13th  (wri).  Headley  Heath,  one  on  Apr.  18th,  pair  on  June 
4th  (ckd,pod,ajg).  Limpsfield  Chart,  up  to  four  singing  in  May  and  June 
(kco  et  al.).  Margery  Wood,  one  in  song  on  May  15th  (ajg).  Nower 
Wood,  one  singing  on  May  14th  (co?,dc).  Reigate  Priory  Park,  one  trilling 
on  May  7th  (ajg).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  singing  on  May  3rd  (wri). 
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409  Chiffchaff  (356) 

Winter  records  (Jan.-Feb.  and  Nov.-Dee.)  and  a  ringing  recovery  are 
given. 

E  Sewardstone,  three  on  Nov.  8th  (km),  one  throughout  December  (pr). 
Wanstead  Park,  one  in  January  and  February  (wcg). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  several  dates  Jan.-Mar.  (gjw).  Maple  Cross  S.F., 
one  on  Feb.  21st  (rdnhs),  one  on  Nov.  20th  (jd«).  Rye  Meads,  up  to  three 
in  January,  one  on  Nov.  11th  (hnhs).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Dec.  26th 
(rdnhs).  Troy  Mill,  one  on  Dec.  16th  (jrb). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (kvt).  Enfield  Lock,  one  on  Feb.  14th  (prk). 
Kempton  Park,  a  bird  retrapped  on  Mar.  4th  had  originally  been  ringed  on 
Dec.  17th,  1977  (dp).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  bird  ringed  on  Sept.  18th,  1976, 
was  recovered  at  Reqhaia,  Algeria  (36C.44'N  3°.21/E)  on  Mar.  13th,  1978 
(hrg).  Ruislip  Lido,  one  on  Nov.  11th  (rdnhs). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  three  on  Feb.  3rd  (mtnhs),  four  on  Nov.  25th  including 
one  thought  to  be  of  the  Siberian  race  tristis,  two  still  present  on  Dec.  12th 
(mtnhs,  rrg). 

K  Darenth  Pits,  one  on  Jan.  20th  (rhh).  Littlebrook,  one  ringed  on  Jan.  8th 
(drg).  Ruxley  G.P.,  two  several  dates  Jan.-Mar.,  one  wintering  at  end  of 
year  (rjc  et  al.). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  three  on  Jan.  4th,  two  several  dates  in  January  and  Feb¬ 
ruary  (sja,swg).  Dulwich,  one  on  Nov.  1st  (pjnw).  Fetcham  Mill  Pond, 
one  on  Feb.  18th  (ccn,Dc).  Fetcham  Water  Cress  Beds,  one  on  Dec.  9th 
(raf).  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  one,  possibly  two,  on  Jan.  14th,  one  on  Nov. 
16th  (pb,psa). 

410  Willow  Warbler  -  (354) 

One  winter  record,  comments  on  status,  Inner  London  passage  dates  are 
given. 

E  Havering,  a  decrease  in  the  breeding  population  was  reported  (mkd). 
Thorndon  Park,  18  singing  males  on  May  21st  (mgw). 

H  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Jan.  14th  and  15th  (hnhs).  Stocker’s  Lake,  six  pairs 
bred  compared  with  15  in  1977  (jd«). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  ten  pairs  estimated  present  (ck).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens,  spring  passage  from  Apr.  19th  to  May  12th,  maxima 
eight,  autumn  passage  from  July  27th  to  Sept.  20th  with  maxima  of  thirteen 
on  Aug.  17th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  spring  passage  Apr.  17th  to  May  17th, 
ten  maximum  on  May  3rd,  autumn  passage  from  Aug.  2nd  to  Sept.  13th 
with  maximum  of  ten  on  Aug.  25th  (jpw). 

K  Bromley  Common,  20  pairs  estimated  in  June  compared  with  30  pairs  in 
1977  (gd).  Joyden’s  Wood,  breeding  population  estimated  at  20  pairs, 
unchanged  from  1977  (drg).  Hollow/Longspring  Woods,  15  pairs  estimated 
(pe). 

S  Dulwich,  20+  territories  (pjnw). 

411  Goldcrest  (364) 

In  Surrey  there  were  very  few  compared  with  recent  years  at  Kingston  Vale 
(bam)  and  none  were  seen  at  Ewell  (mjm).  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  to  three  on  many  dates  from  Sept. 
19th  to  Dec.  14th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Mar.  10th,  Apr.  11th, 
17th  and  May  9th,  two  on  Mar.  30th  and  Apr.  10th;  present  in  autumn 
almost  daily  +?>m  Sept.  19th  to  Dec.  1st,  maxima  four  on  Oct.  5th,  19th, 
25th  and  26th  and  Nov.  1 3th  and  30th  (jpw). 
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412  Firecrest  (365) 

E  Hainault,  a  male  singing  on  Apr.  7th  (mkd).  West  Thurrock  reed  bed,  a 
male  ringed  on  May  14th  (drg). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  male  singing  on  Apr.  18th;  one  on  Sept. 

7th;  has  been  recorded  annually  in  spring  since  1974  (jpw). 

K  Northfleet,  one  in  a  garden  at  Lennox  Road  on  Dec.  17th  and  24th  (lfw). 
Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  19th  (gbc). 

S  Oxshott  Woods,  one  with  Goldcrests  and  titmice  on  Apr.  15th  (mjc). 
Surbiton  cemetery,  one  on  Apr.  6th  (jg,res).  Caterham,  one  on  Apr.  17th 
(sh). 


413  Spotted  Flycatcher  (366) 

The  largest  numbers  of  pairs  reported  were  c.  15  at  Hainault,  Essex  (mkd), 
and  c.  15  at  Dulwich,  Surrey  (pjnw).  Inner  London  records  are  given.  A 
pair  bred  successfully  at  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  Middx.,  just  outside  the 
Inner  London  area  (pjs n). 

M  Hyde  Park/ Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  eight  territories;  in  spring  recorded 
from  May  13th,  with  return  passage  in  August,  maximum  six  on  Aug.  17th 
(dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  present  from  May  3rd  to  Oct.  4th;  four  pairs  bred 
(jpw).  Belgrave  Square,  a  pair  on  May  25th  and  subsequently  but  no 
young  seen  or  nest  found;  one  on  Aug.  7th  (jlab).  Brompton  cemetery, 
adults  with  juveniles  on  July  26th  (thas).  Cadogan  Place  Gardens,  recorded 
on  several  dates  (thas).  Hurlingham  Club,  juveniles  on  July  26th  and 
Aug.  11th  (thas). 

S  Wm.  Curtis  Ecological  Park,  Southwark,  one  on  Aug.  13th  (jcai)- 

416  Pied  Flycatcher  (368) 

Much  scarcer  than  usual.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  May  14th  (ebwps). 

H  Croxley  Green,  a  male  on  Apr.  29th  (hnhs). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (apbr). 

K  Farningham  Woods,  one  on  Oct.  8th  was  ringed  (drg).  Green  Street  Green, 
one  on  Aug.  20th  (gfm). 

S  Epsom  Downs,  one  on  Sept.  22nd;  Tadworth,  one  on  Sept.  21st  (ckd,pod). 
Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (per  rhk). 


417  Bearded  Tit  (295) 

E  Berwick  Pond,  six  on  Mar.  4th;  three  or  four  on  Nov.  1st  (mkd).  Fisher’s 
Green,  one  on  Dec.  24th  (gjw).  Rainham,  up  to  22  in  January,  six  on  four 
dates  in  February  and  two  on  Mar.  8th;  40  on  Oct.  5th,  five  on  Oct.  21st, 
10  on  Dec.  2nd  and  six  on  Dec.  17th  (dsb, mkd, ebwps, bo, pjv).  Sewardstone, 
two  on  Oct.  23rd  (pr). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  two  on  Jan.  4th  (gjw),  four  on  Oct.  15th  (rl).  Rye  Meads, 
15  on  Jan.  14th,  six  on  Feb.  1 8th,  and  20  on  Mar.  4th;  13  on  Oct.  7th,  40 
on  Oct.  28th,  and  30  on  Nov.  11th  (hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  13  on 
Oct.  22nd  (hpm). 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  male  on  Nov.  5th,  two  males  and  a  female  on  several  dates 
from  Nov.  24th  to  Dec.  22nd  (pb,rap,es,kvt). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  three  males  on  Mar.  5th  (mtnhs). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  a  pair  on  Oct.  15th  (sjg). 
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418  Long-tailed  Tit  (294) 

Little  information  received.  At  Bookham  Common,  Surrey,  there  were 
five  pairs,  the  same  number  as  in  1977,  but  at  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  Middx.,  there  was  only  one  territory  compared  with  three  in  1977. 
There  were  100+  at  Headley  Heath,  Surrey,  on  Sept.  5th  (ckd.pod). 
Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  recorded  from  Jan.  6th  to  May  13th  and 
again  from  Aug.  10th  to  Nov.  30th,  maximum  seven  on  Aug.  10th;  only 
one  territory  compared  with  three  in  1977  and  no  evidence  of  successful 
breeding  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Jan.  12th;  up  to  eight  on  five  dates 
from  Oct.  19th  to  Nov.  3rd,  four  on  Dec.  22nd  (jpw).  Holland  Park,  three 
on  Sept.  22nd  (epb).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  Dec.  29th  (per  pjo). 

S  Wm.  Curtis  Ecological  Park,  Southwark,  one  on  Oct.  28th  (j cn). 


419  Marsh  Tit  (292) 

Records  in  the  breeding  season  are  given  in  full,  but  are  probably  unrep¬ 
resentative  of  the  breeding  population  except  for  a  few  areas  in  Essex  and 
Surrey.  The  species  is  less  common  than  the  Willow  Tit.  There  were  no 
Inner  London  records. 

E  Epping,  several  pairs  (mkd).  Hainault,  12  pairs  (mkd,acp).  Havering,  two 
or  three  pairs  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park,  one  in  a  breeding  area  in  April  (mgw). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  present  in  the  breeding  season  (jdm).  Northaw  Great 
Wood,  two  on  May  21st  (pjcr). 

K  Adams  Wood  near  Badger’s  Mount,  a  pair  on  May  1st  (pe).  Joyden’s  Wood, 
near  Bexley,  one  on  May  5th  the  only  record  (drg).  Bromley  Common,  a 
pair  in  May  (gd). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  two  pairs  on  May  19th,  one  with  a  nest  of  six  young 
(vvri).  Ashstead  Common,  five  or  six  pairs  located  (vvri).  Bookham 
Common,  three  pairs  (gb).  Epsom  Common,  three  or  four  pairs,  one  with 
nest  of  small  young  on  May  21st  (wri).  Leatherhead  Common,  two  or 
three  pairs  on  May  5th,  one  nest  with  eggs  (wri).  Margery  Wood,  two  pairs 
located  on  May  18th  (wri). 

420  Willow  Tit  (293) 

Breeding  season  records  are  given.  More  numerous  than  the  Marsh  Tit. 
There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

E  Pairs  located  at  Berwick  Pond  (1),  Hainault  (4),  Havering  (1-2)  and  Ongar 
(1)  (mkd).  Nazeing,  one  pair  (ar).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  May  21st  and 
June  18th  (gjw). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  present  in  the  breeding  season  (jdm).  Maple  Cross  S.F., 
one  on  May  3rd  (jd«).  Stocker’s  Lake,  two  pairs  present  (avm). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  or  two  pairs  bred  (ck).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  pair 
(avm).  Harefield  Place,  two  on  Apr.  17th,  one  on  July  17th  (pn).  Ruislip 
local  nature  reserve,  a  pair  with  three  young  on  June  20th  (je). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley,  several  pairs  bred  (drg).  Darrick  Wood,  Orping¬ 
ton,  present  during  the  breeding  season  (rjc). 

S  wri  studied  this  species,  chiefly  in  his  local  area,  locating  24  pairs  at  13 
localities  and  finding  12  nests.  All  nests  were  excavated  in  rotten  wood,  six 
in  Birch,  four  in  Willow,  one  in  Crab  Apple  and  one  in  an  old  Oak  fence 
post.  His  records  are  given  first  followed  by  other  breeding  season  records. 
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Arbrook  Common,  one  pair;  Ashstead  Common,  five  pairs,  three  nests; 
Bank  Common,  one  pair,  nest  found;  Copse  Hill  Golf  Course,  Wimbledon, 
three  pairs,  one  nest;  Epsom  Common,  two  pairs,  one  nest;  Fairmile 
Common,  one  pair;  Leatherhead  Common,  one  pair,  nest  found;  Leather- 
head  Golf  Course,  one  pair;  Littleworth  Common,  one  pair,  nest  found: 
Oxshott,  three  pairs,  one  nest;  Sixty  Acre  Wood,  Oxshott,  three  pairs,  two 
nests;  West  End  Common,  one  pair,  nest  found;  Wimbledon  Common, 
one  pair  (wri).  Banstead  Wood,  two  singing  on  Apr,  6th  (rhbf).  Bookham 
Common,  three  pairs  (gb).  Dulwich  Woods,  one  singing  on  Apr.  4th,  8th 
and  14th  (pjnw).  Mitcham  Common,  one  pair  bred  (pgm). 

422  Coal  Tit  (290) 

Inner  London  records  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  ten  territories 
(dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred,  12  pairs  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  seen  from 
June  to  the  end  of  the  year;  not  known  to  have  nested  (pjo). 

S  One  killed  on  Mar.  24th  at  Ewell  by  striking  a  window,  had  been  ringed 
at  Epsom  Downs  on  Sept.  24th,  1977  (mjm). 

423  Blue  Tit  (289) 

Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given.  No  exceptional  numbers  were 
reported. 

M  Hyde  Park/ Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  73  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  56  pairs  (jpw).  Belgrave  Square,  two  territories  (lab).  St. 
James’s  Park,  bred  (pjo). 

S  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  a  nest  with  young  in  a  hole  in  a  London  plane  on 
June  12th  (pjs n). 

424  Great  Tit  (288) 

A  melanistic  bird  was  reported  at  Epsom,  Surrey,  up  to  Feb.  3rd  and  again 
on  Dec.  20th  (esb,gcF)-  See  also  LBR  42  for  1977  and  additions.  Inner 
London  breeding  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  35  territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  bred,  23  pairs  (jpw).  Belgrave  Square,  one  territory  (lab).  St.  James’s 
Park,  bred  (pjo). 

425  Nuthatch  (296) 

Comments  on  status  included  very  numerous  in  Epping  Forest,  Essex,  five 
pairs  breeding  at  Hainault,  Essex,  and  7+  pairs  breeding  at  Bentley  Priory, 
Middx.  A  pair  bred  at  Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham,  Middx.,  just  outside  the 
Inner  London  area  (pjs/7).  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  four  dates  in  January,  on  Feb.  10th,  Apr. 
7th  and  July  21st  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  17th  (jpw).  Holland 
Park,  one  on  Sept.  22nd  (epb).  Vincent  Square,  S.W.l,  one  on  Feb.  16th 
(rje). 

427  Treecreeper  (298) 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  one  territory  in  Kensington  Gar¬ 
dens,  where  a  pair  with  one  juvenile  was  seen  on  Aug.  1st;  singles  in  Hyde 
Park  on  Mar.  9th,  July  3rd,  Aug.  22nd,  Oct.  13th  and  Nov.  22nd  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  bred,  one  pair  (jpw). 
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439  Golden  Oriole  (278) 

S  Purley,  a  male  visited  a  bird  table  in  Green  Lane  on  May  11th  (mst). 

432  Red-backed  Shrike  (388) 

For  the  first  time  there  were  no  records  during  the  year. 

434  Great  Grey  Shrike  (384) 

E  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  Mar.  18th  and  26th  (ma,mgw).  Waltham  Abbey, 

one  on  Dec.  25th  (gjw). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  25th  (gjw).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Feb.  12th 
(hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  18th  (hpm). 

436  Jay  (286) 

Inner  London  records  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 

M  One  ringed  as  first  year  at  Osterley  Park  on  Sept.  4th,  1977,  was  found  dead 
near  Sandwich,  Kent,  on  Mar.  22nd,  1978  (dgh).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  three  territories  (dab).  Regent’s  Park, 
bred,  four  pairs  (jpw).  Belgrave  Square,  one  on  Oct.  17th  and  on  several 
dates  until  the  end  of  the  year  (lab).  Holland  Park,  one  on  Sept.  22nd  (epb). 
St.  James’s  Park,  seen  occasionally  (pjo). 

437  Magpie  '  (284) 

Some  roosting  flocks  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Bentley  Priory,  65  on  Nov.  26th,  60  on  Dec.  3rd  (ck).  Ruislip  local  nature 
reserve,  40  on  Feb.  18th,  48  on  Mar.  24th  (rdnhs).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  six  territories,  the  highest  number  since 
this  species  started  nesting  in  the  Parks  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred, 
seven  pairs  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  two  pairs  regularly,  of  which  one 
nested  but  no  young  seen  (pjo).  Brompton  Cemetery,  recorded  on  several 
dates  (thas).  Holland  Park,  one  on  Sept.  22nd  (ebp).  Victoria  Park,  singles 
on  Nov.  16th,  17th  and  21st  (pjsh). 

S  Chessington,  c.  50  on  Feb.  19th  (jet). 

440  Jackdaw  (283) 

Two  roosts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

H  Whippendell  Woods,  50-100  at  roost  on  Dec.  31st  (jrb). 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  flying  N  on  May  4th  (dab). 

Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Feb.  27th,  one  flying  N  on  Apr.  24th;  seven  were 

introduced  during  October,  but  gradually  disappeared  through  the  winter, 
one  flying  S  on  Nov.  29th  (jpw). 

S  Bromley  Common,  a  roost  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  reached  a  maximum 
of  c.  100  on  Apr.  8th  (gd). 

441  Rook  (282) 

Inner  London  records  and  the  few  comments  on  rookeries  received  are 
given. 

E  Hainault,  four  nests;  Roding  Valley,  156  nests  at  nine  rookeries  (mkd). 
H  Bayford,  24  nests  on  Apr.  22nd  (prk). 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  flying  E  on  Mar.  7th  (dab). 

Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Feb.  17th  (jpw). 

B  Denham  Place,  57  nests  on  Mar.  24th  (je). 

S  Walton  Downs,  37  occupied  nests  (ckd,pod). 
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442a  Carrion  Crow 


(280) 


Roosts  of  300  or  more  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Wanstead  Park,  300  roosting  in  November  and  December  (wcg). 

M  Perivale  Wood,  750+  on  Nov.  4th,  unusual  numbers  at  this  roost  (dmf,lgf). 
Ruislip,  1,000  at  Bayhurst  Wood  on  Nov  12th  (je).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  15  territories  (dab,rfs).  Belgrave  Square, 
one  territory  (lab).  Chelsea,  one  nest  at  the  Royal  Hospital  grounds  (pjs/i). 
Gray’s  Inn,  one  pair  bred  (sc).  St.  James’s  Park,  up  to  six  regularly;  not 
known  to  have  nested  here  but  may  have  done  so  in  Green  Park  (pjo). 
S  Wimbledon  Common,  up  to  500  daily  pre-roost  in  January  and  February 
(edm).  Inner  London :  Battersea,  a  nest  in  Kabul  Road  on  Apr.  28th  (wgt). 
Bermondsey,  S.E.16,  an  adult  feeding  3  juveniles  on  roof  of  a  block  of  flats 
on  June  27th  (rea).  Southwark,  a  pair  bred  at  Tooley  Street  Gardens  (jch). 

442b  Hooded  Crow  (281) 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (avm,pn). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  23rd  (jgh). 


444  Starling 


(389) 


The  larger  roosts  outside  of  Inner  London  (for  which  no  details  were 
received),  a  ringing  recovery  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

H  Great  Westwood,  20,000  at  roost  on  Jan.  1st  (jrb).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one 
ringed  here  on  June  28th,  1975,  was  shot  at  Benavente,  Zamora,  Spain,  on 
January  19th,  1978;  6,000  on  June  17th  (mcrg).  Old  Parkbury,  3,000+  at 
roost  in  September  (hnhs).  Stanborough,  2,000  -  2,500  roosting  in  June 
(hnhs).  Troy  Mill,  5,000+  on  July  28th  (avm). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  36  nests  found 
(dab,rfs).  St.  James’s  Park,  bred  (pjo). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  1,000  at  roost  on  June  28th  and  July  6th  were  mainly 
juveniles  (rrg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  roost  had  a  maximum  of  6,000+  on  Nov.  12th,  Dec. 
5th  and  Dec.  17th  (drg).  Littlebrook  G.P.,  maxima  at  roost  1,000  Jan¬ 
uary  to  March  and  3,000+  on  Dec.  17th  (drg).  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley, 
1,000+  October  to  December  (rrg).  There  was  also  a  large  roost  at  Stone 
Wood  but  no  estimate  was  made. 

445  Rose-coloured  Starling  (390) 

H  Cheshunt,  an  adult  on  Dec.  4th  (Mrs.  M.  Parcell). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  only  the  second 
record  for  the  London  Area  this  century,  the  first  being  at  Sunbury-on- 
Thames  in  August,  1961.  The  species  is  also  kept  in  captivity,  so  the 
possibility  of  an  escaped  bird  cannot  always  be  ruled  out.  A  month  earlier 
there  was  a  record  of  an  adult  at  Bletchley,  Buckinghamshire  (58km  NW 
of  Cheshunt). 

446  House  Sparrow  (424) 

Breeding  was  reported  in  Inner  London  at  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens 
and  Belgrave  Square.  The  maxima  for  the  three  roosts  reported  from  the 
Thames  marshes  in  Kent  were  3,000+  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Dec.  5th, 
2,000+  at  Littlebrook  G.P.,  on  Dec.  17th  and  2,500  on  July  2nd  at  Stone 
Marsh,  where  no  check  was  made  in  the  winter  months  (drg). 
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448  Tree  Sparrow 


(425) 


Flocks  of  200  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

H  Great  Westwood,  200+  on  Jan.  1st  (jrb). 

M  Enfield,  200  on  Feb.  10th  and  300  on  Feb.  14th  at  Albany  Park  (prk). 
Osterley  Park,  200  in  November  and  December  (dgh).  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  one  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  until  Mar.  6th  (jpw). 

K  Bromley  Common,  300  on  Mar.  4th;  295  on  Nov.  26th,  250  on  Dec.  10th 
(gd).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  500  on  Feb.  12th,  300  on  Mar.  4th  (lfvv). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  200+  on  Feb.  25th,  Mar.  22nd  and  Nov.  26th  (swg). 


451  Chaffinch 


(407) 


Autumn  passage  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Staines  Res.,  36  flying  W  on  Oct.  10th  (arjp).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/ 
Kensington  Gardens,  bred  14  territories;  autumn  passage  from  Oct.  3rd 
to  Nov.  8th  with  a  maximum  of  c.  70  NW  on  Oct.  19th  (dab,rfs).  Regent's 
Park,  bred,  19  pairs  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  regular  in  February'  and  March 
and  at  the  end  of  November  (pjo). 

K  Northfleet,  236  W  on  Oct.  19th,  472  W  on  Oct.  22nd  and  757  W  on  Oct. 
24th  (lfw,sfw).  Orpington,  between  Oct.  18th  and  24th  1,300  estimated 
flying  W-NW  (njt). 


452  Brambling  (408) 

Flocks  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  150  on  Feb.  16th,  100  on  Mar.  4th  (bo,jw). 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  flying  W  with  Chaffinches  on  Oct. 
3rd  and  one  W  on  Oct.  24th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  some  in  flocks  of  Chaff¬ 
inches  flying  over  on  Oct.  4th  (jpw). 

K  Bexley,  c.  300  on  Oct.  22nd  and  100+  on  Oct.  29th  roosting  at  Joyden's 
Wood  (drg). 


455  Greenfinch  (392) 

Flocks  of  200  or  more  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 
ckd,pod  reported  a  marked  decline  at  Headley,  Walton  and  Tadworth  in 
Surrey. 

E  Rainham,  200  on  Jan.  22nd  and  Feb.  16th  (ebwps,bo)  and  300  on  Dec.  16th 
(jf). 

H  Radlett,  1,000+  throughout  September  (hnhs).  Serge  Hill,  200+  in 
December  (hnhs). 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  16  territories;  the  winter  roost  in 
Kensington  Gardens  continued  in  use  throughout  January,  the  numbers 
fluctuating  between  80  and  380  (dab,rfs).  Regent's  Park,  bred,  23  pairs 
(jpw).  Belgrave  Square,  three  territories  (lab).  St.  James's  Park,  probably 
bred  (pjo). 

K  Erith  Marsh,  200  on  Jan.  1st  (ss). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  300+  on  Sept.  24th  (swg). 
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456  Goldfinch 


(393) 


Inner  London  records  and  a  large  flock  in  Kent,  are  given.  Elsewhere 
numbers  did  not  exceed  c.  100. 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  one  to  three  on  five  dates 
from  Apr.  24th  to  May  15th,  singles  on  July  5th  and  24th,  and  one  to  four 
on  several  dates  from  Sept.  20th  to  Nov.  27th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  only 
two  pairs  bred  compared  with  nine  in  1977;  possibly  under-recorded,  odd 
records  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  eight  SW  on  Mar.  10th,  10  present  on 
Apr.  7th,  16  on  Apr.  25th  and  12  on  Aug.  10th  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one 
on  Aug.  24th,  a  few  flying  over  in  October  (pjo). 

K  Bickley,  500-600  feeding  on  seed  heads  of  Common  Ragwort,  at  Black- 
brook  Lane  on  Oct.  17th  (pjs«). 

S  Inner  London :  Southwark,  parties  of  from  one  to  twelve  on  numerous  dates 
from  May  10th  onwards  at  the  Wm.  Curtis  Ecological  Park  (jcn).  Surrey 
Docks,  25  the  maximum  in  January  and  February,  scarce  until  April  when 
flocks  of  up  to  50  recorded  (rea).  Upper  Ground  S.E.l,  a  pair  and  two 
juveniles  feeding  on  thistles  on  June  30th,  and  an  adult  and  one  juvenile 
on  July  13th  (whd). 


457  Siskin 


(394) 


Widespread  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  the  largest  flock  was  only 
c.  60,  at  Osterley  Park,  Middx.,  on  Jan.  15th  (dgh).  A  male  was  singing  at 
Harlow  Woods,  Essex,  on  the  very  late  date  of  May  28th,  but  was  not  seen 
subsequently  (tw).  Very  scarce  at  the  end  of  the  year  with  records  from 
only  13  localities,  maximum  20+  at  Cassiobury  Park,  Herts.,  on  Dec.  3rd 
(igj).  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park,  up  to  six  feeding  on  Alder  seeds  from  Mar.  2nd  to  8th;  one 
flying  over  on  Oct.  30th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  six  on  Apr.  10th  (jpw). 

458  Linnet  (395) 

Flocks  of  200  or  more  and  a  summary  of  Inner  London  records  including 
breeding  at  Surrey  Docks  are  given. 

E  Barking,  200  January  to  February  (dm).  Rainham,  250  on  Aug.  9th  (bo). 

M  Osterley  Park,  200  November  to  December  (dgh).  Staines  Res.,  500 — 
1,000  Feb.  10th,  500  on  the  12th  and  300  on  the  22nd  (avm,lfr.pjnw). 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  up  to  seven  on  several 
dates  from  Mar.  10th  to  May  15th;  two  flying  S  on  Sept.  22nd  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  recorded  fairly  regularly  except  in  June,  July,  August  and 
December,  maximum  counts  of  seven  on  Feb.  22nd  and  10  on  Feb.  27th 
(jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  flying  over  on  two  dates  in  October  (pjo). 

B  Wraysbury  Res.,  200  on  Apr.  17th  (rrg). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  500  on  Jan.  2nd,  250  on  Feb.  12th  (lfw). 

S  Walton  Heath,  200+  on  Oct.  16th  (ckd,pod).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
60  on  Jan.  1st  increasing  to  250  on  Jan.  17th,  two  flocks  totalling  at  least 
500  on  Feb.  13th,  falling  to  50  on  Feb.  27th,  then  scarce  until  mid- April 
when  flocks  of  up  to  80  recorded;  two  or  three  pairs  in  May  and  June  and 
family  parties  present  in  June  (rea).  Southwark,  from  one  to  five  seen  on  a 
number  of  dates  from  July  7th  to  Sept.  23rd  at  the  Wm.  Curtis  Ecological 
Park  (j cn). 
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459  Twite  $  (396) 

E  Rainham,  reported  on  six  dates  from  Jan.  14th  to  Mar.  18th,  the  largest 
numbers  being  65  on  Feb.  11th  and  40  on  Mar.  8th  (mkd,ag/,bo,jw); 
recorded  again  on  several  dates  from  Nov.  18th  to  the  end  of  the  year  but 
numbers  did  not  exceed  15  (mkd,bo  et  al.). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  at  least  one  on  Mar.  27th  (mtnhs). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (pjs n). 

460  Redpoll  (397) 

Numbers  apparently  lower  than  in  the  last  four  months  of  1977,  the  only 
flock  of  200  reported  being  at  Petts  Wood,  Kent,  on  Jan.  3rd.  Flocks  of 
100  or  more  were  reported  in  January  at  Hainault,  Essex,  Petts  Wood, 
Kent,  and  Epsom  and  Wimbledon  Commons,  Surrey,  from  Mar.  3rd  to 
12th  at  Walton  Res.,  Surrey,  and  on  Apr.  30th  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  Kent. 
The  latter  flock  of  140+  birds  were  all  considered  by  the  observer  jgh  to  be 
Mealy  Redpolls  {flammed).  The  largest  flock  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
100+  at  Headley  Heath,  Surrey,  on  Oct.  20th.  At  Joyden’s  Wood,  Bexley, 
Kent,  where  they  had  ringed  large  numbers  in  the  autumn  of  1977,  the 
DRG  reported  that  numbers  were  very  low,  agreeing  with  the  Redpoll 
Study  Group  report  of  exceptionally  low  numbers  throughout  England 
after  a  peak  in  1977.  The  largest  number  of  pairs  reported  from  one  locality 
in  the  breeding  season  was  20  at  Hainault,  Essex.  Inner  London  records 
are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  four  dates  in  January  and 
from  Apr.  7th  to  May  31st,  but  three  on  Apr.  25th;  singles  on  June  27th 
and  July  7th  and  up  to  six  on  five  dates  in  October  and  December  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  seen  every  month  until  the  end  of  June,  two  being  in  one 
particular  area  up  to  the  end  of  June,  but  breeding  could  not  be  proved; 
from  July  onwards  records  were  very  sparse  except  during  October  and 
November  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  June  8th  (pjo). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (rea). 

461  Arctic  Redpoll  (398) 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  29th  (jgh). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  The  second  record  for  the 
London  Area  this  century,  the  first  having  been  as  recently  as  1976. 

463  Crossbill  (404) 

E  Thorndon  Park,  a  family  party  of  three  or  four  on  May  28th  (mgw). 

K  Badger’s  Mount,  one  at  St.  Andrew’s  Wood  on  Mar.  18th  (trs).  Sevenoaks 
G.P.,  seven  flying  W  on  July  10th  (jgh). 

S  Esher  Common,  one  flying  over  calling  on  July  21st  (wri). 

469  Bullfinch  (401) 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  maxima  of  five  on  Mar.  3rd  and  four  on 
Apr.  21st;  one  pair  bred;  one  or  two  on  several  dates  at  other  times  of  the 
year  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  five  pairs  bred,  the  same  as  in  1976  and  1977 
(jpw). 
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470  Hawfinch  (391) 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Apr.  16th  and  29th  (ag/,gat).  Hainault,  six  pairs 
at  least  (mkd). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  two  on  Feb.  5th  (gjw). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  singles  on  Mar.  19th  and  23rd,  two  on  May  3rd,  one  on 
Oct  29th  (ck).  Harlington,  one  on  July  15th  (ej).  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  singles  on  June  2nd  and  Nov  27th  ( per  jpw). 

K  High  Elms,  one  on  Mar.  4th  (djm).  Westerham,  one  at  Tower  Wood  on 
May  21st  (khp). 

S  Caterham,  seen  from  Mar.  7th,  up  to  12  at  roost  in  ivy  (sar).  Coulsdon 
Common,  four  on  Mar.  26th  (rhc).  Farthing  Downs  a  pair  on  Mar.  26th 
and  Apr.  7th  (rhc).  Fetcham,  a  pair  on  Mar.  18th  (raf).  Margery  Wood, 
four  on  May  15th  (dw).  Oxted,  a  pair  on  Apr.  9th  (kco).  Reigate,  seen  in 
every  month,  maximum  11  on  Aug.  23rd,  a  juvenile  from  July  17th  to  29th 
(rhc). 

494  Snow'  Bunting  (423) 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  19th  (cib). 

496  Yellowhanimer  (409) 

The  maximum  reported  at  a  roost  at  Rye  Meads,  Herts.,  was  200  on  Nov. 
26th.  There  were  90  at  Bromley  Common,  Kent,  on  Mar.  19th,  but  numbers 
elsewhere  did  not  exceed  50.  emf  reported  that  none  had  bred  at  Burgh 
Heath,  Surrey,  since  1976,  and  ckd  and  pod  stated  that  the  breeding 
season  numbers  in  the  Tadworth,  Walton  and  Headley  areas,  Surrey,  were 
50%  down  on  the  years  before  1974.  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  one  flying  NNW  on  Apr.  24th  (dab). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Jan.  23rd  (rea). 

497  Cirl  Bunting  (415) 

E  Ockendon,  a  male  sang  in  the  area  on  several  dates  from  May  7th  to  July 
10th  but  no  female  was  seen  (mja). 

503  Little  Bunting  (420) 

M  Poyle,  one  in  breeding  plumage  from  Apr.  8th  to  11th  (avm,pn  et  al.). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  The  first  record  in  our 
Area  since  1965,  and  only  the  fifth  since  1900. 

506  Reed  Bunting  (421) 

50+  at  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey,  on  Feb.  4th  was  the  largest  number 
reported.  The  roosts  at  the  Thames  marshes  in  Kent  were  not  checked  in  the 
winter  months.  Inner  London  records  including  breeding  at  Surrey  Docks 
are  given. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  13th  flying  E  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  a 
hen  on  Mar.  31st,  a  cock  on  May  9th  and  a  hen  on  May  16th  (jpw). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  one  to  three  on  several  dates  in  January  and  February,  up 
to  five  in  March  and  two  singing  males  in  April;  three  singing  males  in 
early  May  and  two  pairs  subsequently  held  territory  and  both  were  carry¬ 
ing  food  for  young  in  June  and  a  single  juvenile  was  present  on  the  24th; 
a  pair  was  again  carrying  food  for  young  on  July  25th  and  29th;  a  singing 
male  remained  until  Aug.  11th  (rea).  Southwark,  two  at  the  Wm.  Curtis 
Ecological  Park  on  Mar.  23rd  (j cri). 
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510  Corn  Bunting  (410) 

E  Barking,  present  all  year,  maximum  four  (kdgm).  Barkingside,  one  on 
Apr.  7th  (reh).  Berwick  Ponds,  60^-  at  roost  on  Dec.  3rd  (mkd).  Hainault/ 
Havering,  10  singing  males  in  breeding  season  (mkd)  and  Hainault/Fairlop, 
12  pairs,  increasing  (acp)  no  doubt  involves  some  duplication.  Navestock, 
three  singing  males  (mkd).  Nazeing  G.P.,  25  on  Dec.  16th  (gjw).  Thorndon 
Park,  singles  on  Apr.  23rd  and  July  23rd,  eight  on  Dec.  17th  (mgw).  Rain- 
ham,  50  on  Mar.  18th,  two  singing  males  in  the  breeding  sseaon,  20+  on 
Dec.  26th  (mkd). 

H  The  only  pairs  present  reported  were  one  at  Batchworth  and  seven  from 
Troy  Mill  to  Maple  Cross  (avm).  Yet  substantial  numbers  were  seen  at 
other  times.  Frogmore,  40  at  roost  on  May  8th  (hnhs).  Mill  End,  70  on 
Sept.  6th  but  only  10  on  the  following  day  and  smaller  numbers  at  other 
times  (jdw).  Rye  Meads,  up  to  100  roosting  in  winter  (hnhs).  Stanstead 
Abbots  G.P.,  the  maximum  at  a  regular  roost  was  206  on  Apr.  17th  and  80 
were  still  present  on  May  3rd  (hpm).  Stanborough,  30+  at  roost  on  Dec. 
12th  the  maximum  (rap). 

M  In  the  breeding  season  three  singing  males  at  Laleham,  March  to  July  (lfr), 
and  four  singing  at  Osterley  Park  from  May  to  July  (dgh).  At  Harefield 
Place  a  reed-bed  roost  was  used  by  25  on  Mar.  23rd  and  10  on  Mar.  31st 
(pn).  Other  records  were  of  singles  at  Hampstead  Heath  on  Apr.  19th 
(dfjm,es),  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  on  Mar.  5th  (pn)  and  Stanwell  on  Feb.  27th 
(lfr). 

K  Badger’s  Mount,  one  singing  on  July  7th  (pe).  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on 
Jan.  1st  and  June  11th  (drg,dfy).  Farningham,  one  on  June  26th  (drg). 
Hulberry,  two  pairs  on  June  4th  (khp).  Lullingstone,  two  singing  on  May 
8th  (gfm).  Ruxley  G.P.,  maxima  at  a  roost  were  60  January  to  March  and 
60  October  to  December  (pa,ss),  Swanscombe  Marsh,  42  at  a  roost  on  Jan. 
4th;  three  on  Apr.  6th,  one  on  July  16th  (gbc,lfw).  West  Wickham,  two 
on  Oct.  5th  (gaa).  Wilmington,  two  on  June  4th  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  five  on  Feb.  4th  and  Apr.  15th,  one  on  Mar.  30th  (jd,swg). 
Botley  Hill,  two  singing  on  July  12th  and  17th  (dw).  Ham  Moor  S.P.,  max¬ 
ima  at  a  winter  roost  were  40  on  Jan.  7th  and  12  on  Dec.  30th  (jgt).  Hogs- 
mill  S.F.,  two  singing  on  Mar.  27th  and  one  on  Apr.  7th,  9th  and  15th 
(wrIjSbws).  New  Addington,  one  Mar.  18th,  three  May  21st  and  one 
June  24th  (jws).  Purley,  10  on  Feb.  17th,  three  on  Mar.  25th,  six  on  May 
13th,  two  May  14th  and  21st,  one  on  various  dates  Aug.  25th  to  Oct.  8th 
and  one  or  two  Oct.  21st  to  Nov.  3rd  (cf). 


* 
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Checklist  of  the  Birds 
of  the  London  Area,  1901-77 

K.  C.  Osborne 


INTRODUCTION 

The  main  reason  for  issuing  this  checklist  (Appendix  A)  is  to  introduce  a  change  of 
species  order  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  The  new  sequence  is  based  on  the  Voous 
classification  (1977),  adopted  nationally  in  Britain  in  the  form  of  the  ‘ British  Birds' 
List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  (1978).  In  the  new  checklist,  species  have 
also  been  numbered  (although  in  fact  the  national  list  remains  unnumbered)  and 
opportunity  has  been  taken  to  include  data  on  status,  as  well  as  define  more  clearly 
the  standing  of  wildfowl  escaping  from  collections.  A  supplementary  listing 
(Appendix  B)  is  also  made  of  species  not  yet  considered  worthy  of  admission  to 
the  main  checklist. 

The  sources  of  all  information  in  the  checklist  are  accepted  records  published 
in  London  Bird  Reports  1-42  (1937-78),  Birds  of  the  London  Area  since  1900 
(1957),  Atlas  of  the  Breeding  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977)  and  the  British  Birds 
Rarities  Committee  annual  reports  for  1958-77,  with  additions  and  corrections 
to  the  end  of  1977.  The  London  Area  is  defined  as  the  recording  area  of  the  London 
Natural  History  Society,  comprising  Greater  London  and  those  parts  of  Essex, 
Hertfordshire,  Middlesex,  Buckinghamshire,  Kent  and  Surrey  contained  within 
a  20-mile  radius  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Inner  London  is  the  urban  centre  of 
this  area,  consisting  of  a  rectangle  4  miles  east  and  west  and  2£  miles  north  and 
south  of  old  Charing  Cross. 


TAXONOMIC  AND  NOMENCLATURE  CHANGES 

The  old  ‘Wetmore’  order  has  been  in  use  for  over  25  years.  In  the  new  ‘Voous’ 
sequence  the  order  of  the  species  and  families  has  been  revised.  In  addition  there 
are  some  changes  in  nomenclature.  More  important,  a  number  of  introduced 
species  have  been  promoted  to  full  list  status;  and  Bean  Goose  and  Pink-footed 
Goose,  originally  subspecies,  are  now  recognized  as  distinct  species. 

The  main  changes  in  the  sequence  of  families  occur  in  the  passerines,  where 
pipits  and  wagtails  are  placed  before  the  thrushes;  crows  and  tits  follow  the 
thrushes,  and  sparrows  precede  the  finches  and  buntings. 


Changes  in  English  names  and  spelling  occur  as  follows : 


New  name 
Mandarin 
Grey  Partridge 
Stone-curlew 
(Feral)  Rock  Dove 
Gyr  falcon 
Scarlet  Rosefinch 


Old  name 
Mandarin  Duck 
Partridge 
Stone  Curlew 
Feral  Pigeon 
Gyr  Falcon 
Scarlet  Grosbeak 
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GROWTH  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA  LIST  THIS  CENTURY 

During  the  first  50  years  of  the  century  (1901-50),  241  species  were  recorded  in 
the  London  Area.  Since  then  another  61  species  have  been  added,  compared  with 
six  (Little  Shearwater,  White-tailed  Eagle,  Pallas’s  Sandgrouse,  Long-tailed  Skua, 
Crested  Lark  and  Crested  Tit)  which  have  not  recurred. 

The  substantial  growth  in  the  London  Area  list  since  1950  has  been  matched 
by  a  similar  national  trend,  as  shown  in  the  following  table: 

British  Isles  London  Area 


Species 

All 

Non-passerines 

Passerines 

All 

Non-passerines 

Passerines 

recorded 

1901-50 

403 

253 

150 

241 

154 

87 

Species 

recorded 

1901-77 

477 

211 

200 

302 

190 

112 

Increase 

since  1950 

18% 

9% 

33% 

25% 

23% 

28% 

For  the  period  1901-50,  the  London  Area  total  represented  60%  of  the  species 
recorded  nationally.  For  1901-77  the  percentage  is  not  dissimilar  at  63%.  Al¬ 
though  direct  comparison  is  not  valid,  the  main  growth  in  the  national  list  after 
1950  has  been  in  the  passerines  (33%),  whereas  the  increase  in  the  London  Area 
has  been  split  evenly  between  non-passerines  and  passerines. 

Additions  since  1950  are  shown  below  in  five-year  periods.  Figures  in  brackets 
indicate  the  total  of  subsequent  records  up  to  1977. 

1951-55  Fulmar  (5),  Little  Bittern  (6),  Honey  Buzzard  (6),  Marsh  Harrier  (10), 
Goshawk  (7),  Little/Baillon’s  Crake  (1),  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  (2), 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  (4),  Bee-eater  (3),  White-winged  Lark  (1),  Tawny 
Pipit  (4),  Black-eared  Wheatear  (1),  Aquatic  Warbler  (11),  Red-breasted 
Flycatcher  (7),  Lapland  Bunting  (7). 

1956-60  Little  Egret  (2),  Purple  Heron  (11),  Broad-billed  Sandpiper  (1),  Great 
Snipe  (4),  Mediterranean  Gull  (18),  Collared  Dove  (now  an  established 
breeding  species).  Roller  (2),  Short-toed  Lark  (2),  Shore  Lark  (6), 
Richard’s  Pipit  (6),  Greenish  Warbler  (2),  Bearded  Tit  (now  an  estab¬ 
lished  winter  visitor),  Lesser  Grey  Shrike  (2),  Little  Bunting  (4). 

1961-65  Spoonbill  (8),  Red-footed  Falcon  (4),  Marsh  Sandpiper  (2),  Caspian 
Tern  (2),  Whiskered  Tern  (3),  White-winged  Black  Tern  (19),  Alpine 
Swift  (7),  Red-rumped  Swallow  (4),  Red-throated  Pipit  (1),  Icterine 
Warbler  (1),  Melodious  Warbler  (3),  Rose-coloured  Starling  (1). 

1966-70  Night  Heron  (1),  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  (2),  Solitary  Sandpiper  (2), 
Serin  (3). 

1971-75  Glossy  Ibis  (2),  American  Wigeon  (3),  Ring-necked  Duck  (3),  Lesser 
Kestrel  (1),  Western  Sandpiper  (1),  Sooty  Tern  (1),  Cetti’s  Warbler  (14), 
Barred  Warbler  (2),  Short-toed  Treecreeper  (1),  Scarlet  Rosefinch  (1). 

1976-77  Long-billed  Dowitcher  (1),  Subalpine  Warbler  (1),  Arctic  Redpoll  (1). 

In  addition,  three  introduced  species — now  established  and  breeding  in  southern 
England — have  been  added  to  the  London  Area  list  :  Egyptian  Goose,  Ruddy 
Duck  and  Lady  Amherst’s  Pheasant. 

A  fuller  analysis  of  the  status  of  rarities  is  given  in  Chandler  and  Osborne 
(1977),  where  histograms  show  the  seasonal  patterns  of  occurrence  of  scarce 
migrants,  though  it  must  be  remembered  that  changes  also  reflect  the  increase  in 
observers. 
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CHANGES  IN  THE  STATUS  OF  BREEDING  SPECIES 

Four  breeding  species  appear  to  have  been  lost  from  the  London  Area  following 
decreases  nationally.  These  are  Corncrake  (which  last  nested  in  1941),  Wryneck 
(1973),  Dartford  Warbler  (1939)  and  Red-backed  Shrike  (1975).  In  addition,  three 
occasional  nesting  species  have  not  bred  in  recent  years :  Black-headed  Gull  (nested 
1942-64),  Golden  Oriole  (last  nested  1940)  and  Cirl  Bunting  (1965). 

On  the  other  hand,  eight  new  breeding  species  have  been  gained  since  1950. 
These  comprise:  Greylag  Goose  (introduced),  Shelduck  (from  1954),  Oyster- 
catcher  (from  1971),  Ringed  Plover  (from  1957),  Common  Sandpiper  (bred  1969— 
70),  Common  Tern  (from  1958),  Collared  Dove  (from  1962)  and  Bearded  Tit 
(1966-68).  Additionally,  Siskin  may  have  bred  in  1969. 

A  number  of  regular  breeding  species  have  shown  changes  of  fortune  (notably 
Rook,  which  has  decreased  by  60%  since  1946),  whilst  others  have  expanded  their 
ranges  (such  as  Great  Crested  Grebe,  which  has  increased  by  45%  since  1950). 
A  detailed  account  of  the  changes  can  be  found  in  the  Atlas  of  the  Breeding  Birds 
of  London  Area  (1977)  and  subsequent  papers  on  individual  species  (see  Biblio¬ 
graphy). 

Rather  remarkably,  several  breeding  species  have  penetrated  Inner  London  in 
recent  years,  but,  with  few  exceptions,  the  number  of  pairs  has  been  too  small  to 
draw  any  profound  conclusions.  In  the  Royal  Parks,  new  species  have  to  some 
extent  matched  expansions  in  individual  species  populations  elsewhere.  At  the 
disused  Surrey  Docks  site,  which  attracted  eight  new  Inner  London  breeding  species 
between  1971  and  1977,  allowance  needs  to  be  made  for  temporary  nature  of 
habitat  (and  the  chance  accident  of  delayed  redevelopment).  However,  there  are 
some  species  whose  expansion  into  Inner  London  is  worthy  of  note  here.  These  are 
Great  Crested  Grebe  (nesting  regularly  from  1972),  Grey  Heron  (from  1968), 
Herring  Gull  (from  1961),  Blackcap  (from  1960),  Coal  Tit  (from  1962)  and  Magpie 
(from  1969).  Finally,  it  seems  relevant  to  mention  that  the  recent  expansion  by 
Grey  Wagtail  (from  1975)  appears  unconnected  with  either  the  parks  or  the  Surrey 
Docks  but  is  probably  related  to  London’s  river  and  canal  systems.  A  fuller 
appraisal  of  the  changes  in  insectivorous  species  in  central  London  is  given  by 
Cramp  (1975). 

THE  PROBLEM  OF  ESCAPES  FROM  CAPTIVITY 

The  occurrence  of  escapes  from  collections  makes  the  recording  of  certain  species 
of  wildfowl  in  the  London  Area  extremely  complicated.  Whereas  it  is  relatively 
easy  to  assign  such  species  as  Bar-headed  Goose  and  Rosybill  to  an  ‘escape’ 
category  (because  they  are  not  on  the  British  and  European  lists  and  are  widely 
kept  in  captivity),  difficulties  arise  with  birds  simultaneously  occurring  as  escapes 
and  normal  migrants. 

Thousands  of  ducks  and  geese  are  kept  in  collections  throughout  Britain  and  the 
Continent.  Unlike  cage-birds,  escaping  wildfowl  are  highly  successful  and  will  live 
for  years,  wandering  internationally  and  reappearing  with  the  seasons.  Worse  still, 
whilst  escaping  in  dull  immature  plumages,  they  will  often  return  several  years 
later  in  adult  plumages. 

Some  regularizing  of  the  status  of  feral  escapes  in  recent  years  has  resulted 
from  the  inclusion  of  self-supporting  populations  on  the  British  List.  Likewise, 
populations  originating  from  introductions  by  wildfowlers  are  now  accepted  as 
wild.  In  the  London  Area  the  following  species  are  in  effect  accepted  as  naturalized 
or  introduced: 


Greylag  Goose 
Canada  Goose 
Egyptian  Goose 


Mandarin 
Gadwall 
Ruddy  Duck 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  Wood  Duck  (which  breeds  ferally  in  Surrey)  is  not  yet 
considered  fully  self-sustaining  and  has  been  relegated  to  Appendix  B  of  this 
checklist. 


As  already  stated,  most  difficulties  arise  when  recording  species  of  dual  status 
occurring  simultaneously  as  escapes  and  normal  migrants.  These  are  therefore 
considered  individually  below: 


Barnacle  Goose  A  common  escape,  frequent  in  the  London  Area,  often 

in  twos  and  threes  associating  with  Canada  and  Greylag 
Geese.  Popular  in  collections,  free-flying  at  Slimbridge, 
with  pairs  also  breeding  ferally  in  England.  All  records 
in  the  London  Area  must  be  regarded  as  escapes,  unless 
the  occurrence  can  be  firmly  linked  with  wild  populations 
in  Netherlands  (from  USSR)  or  Ireland/Northern  Britain 
(from  Iceland  etc.)  normally  wintering  between  Novem¬ 
ber  and  March,  when  severe  weather  may  cause  dis¬ 
placement  of  small  flocks  to  south-east  England. 

Other  Geese  White-fronted  and  other  wild  geese  occur  occasionally 

in  the  London  Area.  Overflying  skeins  are  regular,  but 
terrestrial  records  are  less  usual.  Escapes  also  occur  and 
any  records  of  single  birds  outside  the  normal  wintering 
period  of  November-March  must  be  regarded  as  escapes 
from  collections.  Single  birds  even  in  the  winter  months 
are  suspect  and  the  fullest  information  is  required  con¬ 
cerning  behaviour,  association  with  other  species  and 
tolerance  of  man. 


It  should  be  noted  that  Lesser  White-fronted  Goose, 
Snow  Goose,  Red-breasted  Goose  and  Ruddy  Shelduck 
have  occurred  in  the  London  Area  only  as  presumed 
escapes  and  these  species  have  been  assigned  to  Appendix 
B  of  the  Checklist. 

Pintail,  Wigeon  Pintail  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  Wigeon  are  common  escapes 

from  collections.  However,  the  situation  in  the  London 
Area  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  both  breed  (in  very 
small  numbers)  in  south-east  England.  Pintail  is  a  regular 
nester  in  north  Kent  and  Cambridgeshire  (totalling  c.  50 
pairs).  Wigeon  bred  in  two  10km  squares  adjoining  the 
western  perimeter  of  the  London  Area  during  the  1968- 
72  Atlas  survey,  though  some  pockets  of  fragmented 
distribution  in  England  may  relate  to  birds  of  captive 
origin.  Generally,  out-of-season  birds  must  be  regarded 
as  escapes,  particularly  if  they  are  tame  and  associate 
freely  with  other  species.  Arguably,  wild  adults  will 
only  be  present  in  the  summer  months  if  they  are  breeding 
in  the  vicinity. 

Red-crested  Pochard  Commonly  kept  in  ornamental  collections  throughout 
*  Britain  and  the  Continent,  and  a  frequent  escape.  A  few 

pairs  also  breed  feral  in  England.  In  the  wild  its  main 
distribution  is  eastern  Palearctic,  wintering  in  India,  but 
there  are  small  pockets  of  breeding  birds  in  Europe.  The 
westernmost  breeding  populations  (100  pairs  Germany, 
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25  Netherlands,  500  southern  France)  engage  in  complex 
moult-migrations  from  July  to  mainly  the  Bodensee 
(on  German-Swiss  border),  migrating  south  to  Medi¬ 
terranean  sites  for  winter  (October-March).  But  not  all 
birds  follow  exact  pattern  (one  ringed  bird  returned  to 
Netherlands  from  Bodensee  before  migrating  properly) 
and  Pyman  (1959)  favoured  the  view  that  a  minority 
migrated  via  Essex  coastal  sites  in  autumn,  though  for 
the  rest  of  England  he  could  find  no  positive  evidence  of 
passage.  In  the  London  Area,  despite  an  apparently 
genuine  record  in  February,  1924  (before  this  species  was 
widely  kept  in  collections),  the  pattern  of  records  suggests 
that  most  occurrences  are  escapes.  In  a  histogram  of  all 
published  records  between  1955  and  1974,  Chandler  and 
Osborne  (1977)  found  no  conclusive  support  for  the  view 
that  genuine  migrants  occurred  in  the  London  Area. 
The  slight  peak  in  September  records  could  have  re¬ 
flected  the  movement  of  feral  escapes  within  England; 
moreover,  the  September  peak  was  easily  exceeded  by 
the  sum  of  the  November-January  occurrences,  which,  if 
wild,  should  have  been  in  the  Mediterranean  at  that 
time.  Whilst  it  is  possible  that  genuinely  wild  birds  could 
occur  in  autumn  (September-October)  and  in  spring 
(February-March),  more  conclusive  evidence  (by  ringing, 
or  the  occurrence  of  migrating  flocks)  is  required  if  the 
claim  is  to  be  established. 


Ferruginous  Duck  A  regular  escape  in  England,  at  one  time  so  frequent  that 

the  national  rarities  committee  withdrew  the  species  from 
its  list.  In  the  wild,  breeds  mainly  southern  USSR  but 
there  are  small  pockets  in  East  Germany,  Poland  and 
Czechoslovakia  (totalling  c.  100  pairs),  though  western 
distribution  is  contracting.  Main  wintering  is  in  Asia 
Minor,  but  there  are  small  numbers  in  west  Mediterr¬ 
anean.  Western  most  birds  migrate  through  Netherlands 
and  France,  and  Ogilvie  (1975)  considered  that  a  small 
percentage  winter  in  the  western  breeding  areas. 

In  the  London  Area  occurrence  of  the  species  outside 
the  passage/wintering  months  (October-March)  must  be 
generally  regarded  as  referring  to  escapes  from  collections. 
Winter  records  are  also  suspect  (unfortunately  the  species 
tends  to  be  solitary  in  habits),  unless  the  circumstances 
clearly  show  (by  behaviour,  selection  of  habitat,  length  of 
stay  and  association  with  other  species)  that  wild  origin 
is  likely. 


A  number  of  other  escapes  is  given  in  Appendix  B.  Although  none  has  full  list 
status,  two  are  mentioned  here  because  occurrences  need  to  be  recorded  against 
the  possibility  of  feral  populations  becoming  fully  self-supporting  in  future  years. 
These  are  Wood  Duck,  which  breeds  in  Surrey  just  outside  the  London  Area,  and 
Ring-necked  Parakeet,  which  has  established  feral  colonies  in  several  parts  of 
London.  Neither  is  on  the  British  List  (except  as  Category  D),  but  both  could 
become  naturalized  in  the  future. 
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Appendix  A 


Checklist  of  the  Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1901-77 


The  species  in  this  checklist  are  taken  from  accepted  records  published  in  London 
Bird  Reports  1-42,  Birds  of  the  London  Area  since  1900  (1957),  Atlas  of  Breeding 
Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977)  and  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  annual 
reports  for  1958-77,  with  corrections  to  the  end  of  1977. 

The  checklist  follows  the  species  order  and  English  names  in  the  ‘ British  Birds' 
List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  (1978),  in  which  the  scientific  names  will  be 
found.  Species  numbering  has  been  added  for  recording  purposes,  but  it  should 
be  noted  that  this  has  no  significance  outside  the  London  Natural  History  Society’s 
recording  area.  Suffix  letters  are  given  to  subspecies  traditionally  listed  separately 
in  London  Bird  Reports.  Cross  reference  to  the  earlier  ‘Wetmore’  species  numbers 
(BOU  1952)  is  shown  in  brackets  after  each  species’  name. 

In  the  last  column  of  the  checklist,  brief  notes  are  given  on  status,  thus: 


Very  rare  — 
Rare  — 
*  _ 


less  than  five  records  this  century  (years  in  brackets) 

between  5  and  25  records  this  century  (total  in  brackets) 

species  introduced  by  man  and  now  established  and  breeding 
in  southern  England 

current  status  confused  by  the  occurrence  of  escapes  from 
collections 


B  —  recorded  breeding  in  London  Area  this  century  (qualifying 
notes  in  brackets) 

§  —  recorded  breeding  in  Inner  London  this  century 


No.  Species 

1  Red-throated  Diver 

2  Black-throated  Diver 

3  Great  Northern  Diver 

6  Little  Grebe 

7  Great  Crested  Grebe 

8  Red-necked  Grebe 

9  Slavonian  Grebe 

10  Black-necked  Grebe 
12  Fulmar 

18  Manx  Shearwater 

19  Little  Shearwater 

22  Storm  Petrel 

23  Leach’s  Petrel 

25  Gannet 

26  Cormorant 

27  Shag 
30  Bittern 

32  Little  Bittern 

33  Night  Heron 
37  Little  Egret 

39  Grey  Heron 

40  Purple  Heron 


Old  no. 

Notes  on  status 

(4) 

(1) 

(2) 

(9) 

B  (§  occasionally) 

(5) 

B  (§  from  1972) 

(6) 

(7) 

' 

(8) 

(26) 

Rare  (5  records) 

(16) 

Rare  (12  records) 

(17) 

Very  rare  (1912) 

(14) 

Rare  (7  records) 

(12) 

(27) 

Rare  (22  records) 

(28) 

(29) 

(38) 

(37) 

Rare  (6  records) 

(36) 

Very  rare  (1970) 

(32) 

Very  rare  (1956,  1972) 

(30) 

B  (§  from  1968) 

(31) 

Rare  (1 1  records) 
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No.  Species  Old  no.  Notes  on  status 


42  White  Stork 

(40) 

Rare  (6  records) 

43  Glossy  Ibis 

(43) 

tVery  rare  (1974,  1977) 

44  Spoonbill 

(42) 

Rare  (8  records) 

46  Mute  Swan 

(84) 

B§ 

47  Bewick’s  Swan 

(86) 

48  Whooper  Swan 

(85) 

49  Bean  Goose 

(78) 

Very  rare  (1940,  two  1963,  1970) 

50  Pink-footed  Goose 

(78) 

Rare  (25  records) 

51  White-fronted  Goose 

(76) 

53  Greylag  Goose 

(75) 

*B§ 

55  Canada  Goose 

(82) 

*B§ 

56  Barnacle  Goose 

(81) 

t 

57  Brent  Goose 

(80) 

59  Egyptian  Goose 

(-) 

* 

61  Shelduck 

(73) 

B  from  1954 

63  Mandarin 

(-) 

*B  from  1946 

64  Wigeon 

(50) 

65  American  Wigeon 

(51) 

fVery  rare  (1973,  two  1975) 

67  Gadwall 

(49) 

*B  from  1936 

69  Teal 

(46) 

B 

70  Mallard 

(45) 

B§ 

72  Pintail 

(52) 

t 

73  Garganey 

(47) 

B  from  1931,  but  irregular 

75  Shoveler 

(53) 

B 

76  Red-crested  Pochard 

(54) 

jRare,  but  see  text 

77  Pochard 

(57) 

B  from  1907  § 

78  Ring-necked  Duck 

(-) 

Very  rare  (1974,  two  1977) 

79  Ferruginous  Duck 

(58) 

tRare,  but  see  text 

80  Tufted  Duck 

(56) 

B  from  191 3  § 

81  Scaup 

(55) 

82  Eider 

(67) 

Rare  (11  records) 

86  Long-tailed  Duck 

(61) 

87  Common  Scoter 

(64) 

89  Velvet  Scoter 

(62) 

91  Goldeneye 

(60) 

93  Smew 

(71) 

94  Red-breasted  Merganser 

(69) 

95  Goosander 

(70) 

96  Ruddy  Duck 

(-) 

*  (records  from  1965) 

97  Honey  Buzzard 

(98) 

Rare  (6  records) 

99  Red  Kite 

(95) 

Rare  (6  records) 

100  White-tailed  Eagle 

(97) 

Very  rare  (1906,  1909,  1928) 

103  Marsh  Harrier 

(99) 

Rare  (10  records) 

104  Hen  Harrier 

(100) 

106  Montagu’s  Harrier 

(102) 

Rare  (8  records) 

107  Goshawk 

(94) 

Rare  (7  records) 

108  Sparrowhawk 

(93) 

B  (§  1953) 

109  Buzzard 

(91) 

110  Rough-legged  Buzzard 

(92) 

Rare  (11  records) 

113  Osprey 

(103) 

114  Lesser  Kestrel 

(109) 

Very  rare  (1974) 

115  Kestrel 

(110) 

B  (§  from  1931) 

117  Red-footed  Falcon 

(108) 

Very  rare  (1962,  two  1971,  1976) 
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No.  Species 

Old  no. 

Notes  on  status 

118  Merlin 

(107) 

119  Hobby 

(104) 

B 

122  Gyrfalcon 

(106) 

Very  rare  (1971,  1972) 

123  Peregrine 

(105) 

129  Red-legged  Partridge 

(115) 

*  B(§  from  1971) 

130  Grey  Partridge 

(116) 

B 

131  Quail 

(117) 

B 

133  Pheasant 

(135) 

*B 

135  Lady  Amherst’s  Pheasant 

(-) 

* 

136  Water  Rail 

(120) 

B 

137  Spotted  Crake 

(121) 

139  Little  Crake 

140  Baillon’s  Crake 

(124)  \ 
(123)/ 

Recorded  as  Crake  sp.  (1955) 

141  Corncrake 

(125) 

B  (not  since  1941) 

142  Moorhen 

(126) 

B§ 

145  Coot 

(127) 

B§ 

146  Crane 

(119) 

Very  rare  (1924,  1957,  1973) 

151  Oystercatcher 

(131) 

B  (from  1971) 

152  Black-winged  Stilt 

(186) 

Very  rare  (1918,  two  1955,  1968) 

153  Avocet 

(185) 

Rare  (24  records) 

154  Stone-curlew 

(189) 

156  Collared  Pratincole 

(190) 1 

Recorded  as  Pratincole  sp. 

157  Black-winged  Pratincole 

(191)/ 

(1948,  1971) 

158  Little  Ringed  Plover 

(135) 

B  from  1944  (§  from  1973) 

159  Ringed  Plover 

(134) 

B  from  1957  (§  1973) 

161  Kentish  Plover 

(136) 

Rare  (12  records) 

163  Dotterel 

(142) 

Very  rare  (1950, 1955, 1962, 1977) 

165  Golden  Plover 

(140) 

166  Grey  Plover 

(139) 

169  Lapwing 

(133) 

B  (§  1973) 

170  Knot 

(169) 

171  Sanderling 

(181) 

173  Western  Sandpiper 

(-) 

Very  rare  (1973) 

175  Little  Stint 

(171) 

176  Temminck’s  Stint 

(173) 

179  Baird’s  Sandpiper 

(174) 

Very  rare  (1950,  1977) 

180  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

(176) 

Rare  (19  records) 

181  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 

(177) 

Very  rare  (1966,  1977) 

182  Curlew  Sandpiper 

(179) 

183  Purple  Sandpiper 

(170) 

Rare  (25  records) 

184  Dunlin 

(178) 

185  Broad-billed  Sandpiper 

(183) 

Very  rare  (1958) 

187  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

(182) 

Very  rare  (1953,  1977) 

188  Ruff 

(184) 

189  Jack  Snipe 

(147) 

190  Snipe 

(145) 

B 

191  Great  Snipe 

(146) 

Very  rare  (tw'o  1959,  1962,  1975) 

193  Long-billed  Dowitcher 

(144) 

Very  rare  (1977) 

194  Woodcock 

(148) 

B 

195  Black-tailed  Godwit 

(154) 

196  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

(155) 

198  Whimbrel 

(151) 

199  Curlew 

(150) 
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No.  Species 

Old  no. 

Notes  on  status 

201  Spotted  Redshank 

(162) 

202  Redshank 

(161) 

B 

203  Marsh  Sandpiper 

(166) 

Very  rare  (1963,  1966) 

204  Greenshank 

(165) 

206  Lesser  Yellowlegs 

(164) 

Very  rare  (two  1953,  1962,  1977) 

207  Solitary  Sandpiper 

(158) 

Very  rare  (1967,  1974) 

208  Green  Sandpiper 

(156) 

209  Wood  Sandpiper 

(157) 

21 1  Common  Sandpiper 

(159) 

B  (1969,  1970) 

213  Turnstone 

(143) 

215  Red-necked  Phalarope 

(188) 

Rare  (7  records) 

216  Grey  Phalarope 

(187) 

217  Pomarine  Skua 

(195) 

Rare  (6  records) 

218  Arctic  Skua 

(193) 

221  Long-tailed  Skua 

(196) 

Very  rare  (1937) 

220  Great  Skua 

(194) 

Rare  (7  records) 

222  Mediterranean  Gull 

(205) 

Rare  (18  records) 

225  Little  Gull 

(207) 

226  Sabine’s  Gull 

(209) 

Very  rare  (two  1950,  1975) 

228  Black-headed  Gull 

(208) 

B  (1942-64) 

233  Common  Gull 

(201) 

234  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

(199) 

235  Herring  Gull 

(200) 

B§  from  1961 

236  Iceland  Gull 

(203) 

237  Glaucous  Gull 

(202) 

238  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

(198) 

240  Kittiwake 

(211) 

243  Caspian  Tern 

(216) 

Very  rare  (two  1961) 

245  Sandwich  Tern 

(223) 

246  Roseate  Tern 

(219) 

Rare  (22  records) 

247  Common  Tern 

(217) 

B  from  1958 

248  Arctic  Tern 

(218) 

250  Sooty  Tern 

(220) 

Very  rare  (1971) 

251  Little  Tern 

(222) 

252  Whiskered  Tern 

(214) 

Very  rare  (1961,  1964,  1977) 

253  Black  Tern 

(212) 

254  White-winged  Black  Tern 

(213) 

Rare  (19  records) 

255  Guillemot 

(227) 

Rare  (11  records) 

257  Razorbill 

(224) 

Rare  (21  records) 

260  Little  Auk 

(226) 

Rare  (20  records) 

261  Puffin 

(230) 

262  Pallas’s  Sandgrouse 

(231) 

Very  rare  (1907,  1908) 

263  Feral  Rock  Dove 

(233) 

*B§ 

264  Stock  Dove 

(232) 

B§ 

265  Woodpigeon 

(234) 

B§ 

266  Collared  Dove 

(-) 

B  (from  1962) 

267  Turtle  Dove 

(235) 

B 

271  Cuckoo 

(237) 

B 

274  Barn  Owl 

(241) 

B 

279  Little  Owl 

(246) 

*B 

280  Tawny  Owl 

(247) 

B§ 

281  Long-eared  Owl 

(248) 

B 

282  Short-eared  Owl 

(249) 
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No. 

Species 

Old  no. 

Notes  on  status 

284 

Nightjar 

(252) 

B 

289 

Swift 

(255) 

B  (§  from  1950s) 

291 

Alpine  Swift 

(256) 

Rare  (7  records) 

293 

Kingfisher 

(258) 

B 

295 

Bee-eater 

(259) 

Very  rare  (1955,  1958,  1968) 

296 

Roller 

(260) 

Very  rare  (two  1959,  1968) 

297 

Hoopoe 

(261) 

298 

Wryneck 

(265) 

B  but  not  since  1973 

300 

Green  Woodpecker 

(262) 

B  (§  in  1952  and  1954) 

302 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

(263) 

B  (§  1922-61,  1976) 

303 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

(264) 

B 

306 

White-winged  Lark 

(268) 

Very  rare  (1955) 

307 

Short-toed  Lark 

(269) 

Very  rare  (1960,  1966) 

309 

Crested  Lark 

(270) 

Very  rare  (1947) 

310 

Woodlark 

(271) 

B  (but  in  only  6  years  since  1958) 

311 

Skylark 

(272) 

B  (§  from  1971) 

312 

Shore  Lark 

(273) 

Rare  (6  records) 

313 

Sand  Martin 

(277) 

B 

314 

Swallow 

(274) 

B  (§  1907,  1908,  1968) 

315 

Red-rumped  Swallow 

(275) 

Very  rare  (1964, 1966, 1973, 1975) 

316 

House  Martin 

(276) 

B  (from  §  1966) 

317 

Richard’s  Pipit 

(374) 

Rare  (6  records) 

318 

Tawny  Pipit 

(375) 

Very  rare  (1954,  two  1963,  1969) 

320 

Tree  Pipit 

(376) 

B 

322 

Meadow  Pipit 

(373) 

B  (§  1977) 

323 

Red-throated  Pipit 

(378) 

Very  rare  (1964) 

324a  Rock  Pipit 

(379a) 

324b  Water  Pipit 

(379b) 

325 

Yellow  Wagtail 

(382) 

B  (§  1940-45  and  from  1968) 

327 

Grey  Wagtail 

(381) 

B  (§  1952,  1960-61,  from  1975) 

328a 

Pied  Wagtail 

(380a) 

B  (from  §  1946) 

328b  White  Wagtail 

(380b) 

B 

329 

Waxwing 

(383) 

330 

Dipper 

(300) 

Rare  (6  records) 

331 

Wren 

(299) 

B§ 

333 

Dunnock 

(371) 

B§ 

336 

Robin 

(325) 

B§ 

338 

Nightingale 

(322) 

B  (but  severely  decreased) 

340 

Bluethroat 

(324) 

Rare  (10  records) 

342 

Black  Redstart 

(321) 

B  from  1926  (§  from  1940) 

343 

Redstart 

(320) 

B 

344 

Whinchat 

(318) 

B  but  decreased 

345 

Stonechat 

(317) 

B 

346 

Wheatear 

(311) 

B  but  irregular 

348 

Black-eared  Wheatear 

(313) 

Very  rare  (1951) 

359 

Ring  Ouzel 

(307) 

360 

Blackbird 

(308) 

B§ 

364 

Fieldfare 

(302) 

365 

Song  Thrush 

(303) 

B§ 

366 

Redwing 

(304) 

367 

Mistle  Thrush 

(301) 

B§ 

369 

Cetti’s  Warbler 

(326) 

Rare  (14  records,  all  since  1975) 

373 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

(327) 

B 
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No. 

Species 

Old  no. 

Notes  on  status 

377 

Aquatic  Warbler 

(338) 

Rare  (1 1  records) 

378 

Sedge  Warbler 

(337) 

B  (§  1976,  1977) 

381 

Marsh  Warbler 

(334) 

B  but  very  infrequently 

382 

Reed  Warbler 

(333) 

B(§  1977) 

387 

Icterine  Warbler 

(340) 

Very  rare  (1965) 

388 

Melodious  Warbler 

(339) 

Very  rare  (1961,  1964,  1973) 

389 

Dartford  Warbler 

(352) 

B  but  not  since  1939 

391 

Subalpine  Warbler 

(351) 

Very  rare  (1976) 

396 

Barred  Warbler 

(344) 

Very  rare  (1972,  1975) 

397 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

(348) 

B  (§  1915,  1921,  1977) 

398 

Whitethroat 

(347) 

B  (§  1953,  1956,  1960) 

399 

Garden  Warbler 

(346) 

B  (§  1972) 

400 

Blackcap 

(343) 

B  (§  from  1960) 

401 

Greenish  Warbler 

(355) 

Very  rare  (1960/61,  1964) 

404 

Yellow-browed  Warbler 

(360) 

Very  rare  (1930,  1960) 

408 

Wood  Warbler 

(357) 

B 

409 

ChiffchafF 

(356) 

B  (§  1937,  1972) 

410 

Willow  Warbler 

(354) 

B  (§  1921-23,  1935;  from  1954) 

411 

Goldcrest 

(364) 

B  (§  1971-75) 

412 

Firecrest 

(365) 

B  1976 

413 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

(366) 

B  (§  all  century) 

414 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher 

(370) 

Rare  (7  records) 

416 

Pied  Flycatcher 

(368) 

417 

Bearded  Tit 

(295) 

B  (1966,  1968) 

418 

Long-tailed  Tit 

(294) 

B  (§  from  1972) 

419 

Marsh  Tit 

(292) 

B 

420 

Willow  Tit 

(293) 

B 

421 

Crested  Tit 

(291) 

Very  rare  (1945) 

422 

Coal  Tit 

(290) 

B  (§  regularly  from  1962) 

423 

Blue  Tit 

(289) 

B§ 

424 

Great  Tit 

(288) 

B§ 

425 

Nuthatch 

(296) 

B  (§  from  1958) 

427 

Treecreeper 

(298) 

B  (§  from  1945) 

428 

Short-toed  Treecreeper 

(-) 

Very  rare  (1975) 

430 

Golden  Oriole 

(278) 

B  (1930,  1940) 

432 

Red-backed  Shrike 

(388) 

B  but  not  since  1975 

433 

Lesser  Grey  Shrike 

(385) 

Very  rare  (1956,  1957) 

434 

Great  Grey  Shrike 

(384) 

435 

Woodchat  Shrike 

(386) 

Rare  (8  records) 

436 

Jay 

(286) 

B  (§  from  1930) 

437 

Magpie 

(284) 

B  (§  from  1969) 

438 

Nutcracker 

(285) 

Rare  (11  records,  mostly  1968) 

440 

Jackdaw 

(283) 

B  (§  until  1969) 

441 

Rook 

(282) 

B  (§  until  1916) 

442a  Carrion  Crow 

(280) 

B§ 

442b  Hooded  Crow 

(281) 

443 

Raven 

(279) 

Rare  (9  records) 

444 

Starling 

(389) 

B§ 

445 

Rose-coloured  Starling 

(390) 

Very  rare  (1961) 

446 

House  Sparrow 

(424) 

B§ 

448 

Tree  Sparrow 

(425) 

B 

451 

Chaffinch 

(407) 

B§ 

452 

Brambling 

(408) 
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Species 

Old  no. 

Notes  on  status 

453 

Serin 

(400) 

Very  rare  (1969,  1973,  1974) 

455 

Greenfinch 

(392) 

B§ 

456 

Goldfinch 

(393) 

B  (§  from  1945) 

457 

Siskin 

(394) 

B  (1969) 

458 

Linnet 

(395) 

B  (§  1918  and  from  1968) 

459 

Twite 

(396) 

t 

460 

Redpoll 

(397) 

B  (§  1974) 

461 

Arctic  Redpoll 

(398) 

Very  rare  (1976) 

463 

Crossbill 

(404) 

B  (but  irregularly) 

467 

Scarlet  Rosefinch 

(402) 

Very  rare  (1971) 

469 

Bullfinch 

(401) 

B  (§  from  1959) 

470 

Hawfinch 

(391) 

B 

493 

Lapland  Bunting 

(422) 

Rare  (7  records) 

494 

Snow  Bunting 

(423) 

496 

Yellowhammer 

(409) 

B 

497 

Cirl  Bunting 

(415) 

B  but  not  since  1965 

499 

Ortolan  Bunting 

(416) 

Rare  (8  records) 

503 

Little  Bunting 

(420) 

Very  rare  (two  1956,  1960,  1965) 

506 

Reed  Bunting 

(421) 

B  (§  from  1973) 

510 

Corn  Bunting 

(410) 

B 

Total  species .  302 


Breeding  species .  123 

Breeding  species  Inner  London  .  67 


Appendix  B 

Species  recorded  in  the  London  Area  1901-77,  but  not 
given  full  list  status  at  present 


British  List  (Category  A)  species  which  have  occurred  in  the  London  Area,  but 
only  as  presumed  escapes  from  captivity: 

52  Lesser  White-fronted  Goose 
54  Snow  Goose 
58  Red-breasted  Goose 
60  Ruddy  Shelduck 
508  Red-headed  Bunting 

British  List  (Category  D)  species  which  have  occurred  in  the  London  Area,  but 
for  which  there  is  no  evidence  that  (1)  the  species  has  ever  occurred  in  a  wild 
state  in  Britain,  or  that  (2)  feral  populations  are  fully  self-sustaining: 


(1) 

28 

White  Pelican 

45 

Greater  Flamingo 

68 

Baikal  Teal 

(2) 

62 

Wood  Duck 

269 

Ring-necked  Parakeet 

Additions  and  Corrections 
to  previous  London  Bird  Reports 
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LBR:  32  1967 

172  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  (180) 

Correction  Following  a  review  of  past  records  by  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee  (Brit.  Birds  72  :  264-74),  the  Sevenoaks  record  for  Sept.  10th, 
1967,  has  been  reconsidered  and  deleted.  The  committee  believes  the  bird 
was  a  juvenile  Little  Stint.  The  deletion  also  affects  Harrison’s  paper  on 
Sevenoaks  ( Lond .  Bird  Rep.  37  :  52-5  and  plates  2-3)  and  Chandler  and 
Osborne’s  review  of  scarce  migrants  (Lond.  Bird  Rep.  41  :  73-99). 

LBR:  37  1972 

151  Oystercatcher  (131) 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Aug.  22nd  and  Dec.  22nd  (rbh). 

LBR:  38  1973 

324b  Water  Pipit  (379b) 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  in  spring  plumage  on  Apr.  5th  (rbh). 

325  Yellow  Wagtail  (382) 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  17th  and  19th  had  the  characters  of  flam 

(the  Blue-headed  race);  another  on  June  10th  showed  the  features  of 
beema  (Sykes’s)  or  its  hybrid  equivalent  (rbh).  Observers  are  recommended 
to  read  Milne  (1959)  in  Brit.  Birds  52  :  281-95. 

67  Gadwall  (49) 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  max.  110  counted  on  Dec.  17th  (rbh). 

LBR:  39  1974 

172  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  (180) 

Correction  Following  a  review  of  past  records  by  British  Birds  Rarities 

Committee  (Brit.  Birds  72  :  264-74),  the  Barking  record  for  May  4th,  1974, 
has  been  deleted.  The  committee  felt  that  as  no  call  was  heard,  there  was  a 
possibility  of  error.  The  deletion  also  affects  Chandler  and  Osborne  (Lond. 
Bird  Rep.  41  :  73-99). 


LBR:  40  1975 

195  Black-tailed  Godwit  (154) 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  an  immature  on  Aug.  24th  (rbh). 
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LBR:  41  1976 

166  Grey  Plover  (139) 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Feb.  7th  (lfw). 

t 

189  Jack  Snipe  (147) 

K  Swanscombe,  13  on  Jan.  11th,  seven  on  Jan.  18th,  12  on  Feb.  29th,  eight 
on  Mar.  6th  and  21st,  and  12  on  Apr.  4th  (lfw). 

201  Spotted  Redshank  (162) 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Apr.  4th  (lfw) 

324a  Rock  Pipit  (379a) 

K  Swanscombe,  13  on  Mar.  6th  (lfw) 


LBR:  42  1977 


225  Little  Gull  (207) 

S  Inner  London:  an  immature  flying  down  the  River  Thames  at  Cherry 
Garden  Pier  on  June  9th  (R.  Hamilton). 

267  Turtle  Dove  '  (235) 

Correction  Delete  the  Apr.  23rd  observations  which  were  outside  the 
London  Area  at  Cliffe  in  Kent  (lfw). 


328b  White  Wagtail  (380b) 

Correction  Delete  the  Apr.  18th  observations  which  were  at  Cliffe  outside 
the  London  Area  (lfw). 


359  Ring  Ouzel  (307) 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  in  addition  to  the  published  records  there  were  single 
males  on  Mar.  26th  and  Apr.  2nd,  and  two  males  on  Apr.  7th  (dmf,lgf). 


424 

S 
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Great  Tit  (288) 

Epsom,  a  melanistic  individual  on  Dec.  16th  ( per  esb). 


Alpine  Swift 


Hartsboume  Golf  Course,  Bushey,  one  on  May  14th  (A.  G.  Clarke  per 
Brit.  Birds). 


This  brings  the  total  of  accepted  records  in  the  London  Area  to  seven  this 
century. 


. 
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*  Notes  for  Contributors 

The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the  orni¬ 
thology  of  the  London  Area,  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on  the  accep¬ 
tability  of  material  at  draft  stage  if  desired. 

Manuscripts  All  texts  must  be  typewritten,  double-spaced  on  A4  paper,  using 
one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  A  wide  left-hand  margin  is  essential.  Lines  should  be 
full-out,  except  for  new  paragraphs  and  turned  lines  in  lists.  Underlining  should 
be  restricted  to  words  to  be  set  in  italics.  Tables  and  captions  must  be  typed  on 
separate  sheets. 

Style  English  names  of  birds  and  animals  require  initial  capitals  except  after  a 
hyphen,  but  group  names  and  flowers  do  not.  Scientific  names  should  be  underlined 
for  italics,  but  only  the  first  (generic)  name  needs  an  initial  capital.  Their  use  in  the 
text  is  optional  if  listed  in  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic.  Dates  should  take  the 
form  Apr.  28th,  1976;  numbers  under  eleven  should  be  spelt  out  in  text;  fractions 
should  be  decimalized;  and,  whenever  possible,  metric  equivalents  should  be 
given  in  brackets  after  English  measurements.  Optional  spellings  should  adopt 
the  forms  recommended  by  Fowler  and/or  the  Oxford  English  Dictionary.  Abbrev¬ 
iations  should  be  standard.  Full  points  should  be  omitted  from  well-known  initials, 
such  as  BTO,  LNHS  and  RSPB,  but  retained  in  ‘e.g.’,  ‘i.e.’  and  ‘ et  al.\  Quotation 
marks,  if  used,  should  be  single  not  double.  Publications  should  not  be  in  quotes, 
but  underlined  for  italics.  Parenthesis  within  brackets  should  be  avoided.  References 
need  to  adopt  the  following  style: 

Parslow,  J,  1967.  Changes  in  status  among  breeding  birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland. 
Brit.  Birds  60  :  276-7. 

Parslow,  J,  1973.  Breeding  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  Berkhamsted. 

Illustrations  Figures,  graphs  and  photographs  in  papers  must  be  kept  to  the 
minimum.  Artwork  should  not  be  prepared  until  size  of  reproduction  is  known 
and  the  editor  has  been  consulted. 

Photographs  Prints  submitted  for  reproduction  on  the  front  cover  and  inside 
pages  must  allow  sufficient  background  for  masking  and  blockmaking.  If  sent 
by  post,  they  must  be  packed  in  thick  board. 

Proofs  Authors  of  papers  and  short  notes  will  be  sent  proofs,  but  only  mistakes 
by  the  Printers  may  be  changed  at  this  stage. 

Reprints  Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  are  provided,  if  ordered  in  advance  by 
authors.  Larger  quantities  are  charged  at  cost. 

All  material  for  publication  should  be  submitted  direct  to  the  Editor. 


London  Natural  History  Society 

The  Society  publishes  the  ornithological  and  natural  history  records  of  the  London 
Area  within  a  20-mile  radius  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral. 

It  particularly  welcomes  new  members  -  experts  and  beginners  alike  -  and  it 
provides  an  extensive  programme  of  lectures  and  films  throughout  the  year,  weekly 
field  meetings,  week-end  trips,  special  surveys  and  field-work.  It  publishes  a 
regular  bird  Bulletin  and  general  Newsletter ,  which  give  up-to-the-minute  inform¬ 
ation  on  bird  migration  and  other  topics,  a  twice-yearly  Programme  of  activities, 
and  the  annual  London  Bird  Report  and  London  Naturalist.  It  has  a  large  lending 
library  of  natural  history  books  and  reading  circles  for  circulating  scientific  journals 
at  a  fraction  of  their  cost;  and  it  will  advise  on  evening  classes  in  ornithology  and 
other  subjects. 

Many  individual  interests  are  catered  for:  ornithology,  ecology,  botany,  mammal 
study,  nature  conservation,  geology,  archaeology,  entomology,  rambling  and 
local  groups. 

Yearly  subscriptions  range  from  £6  (full  member)  to  £3  (under- 18,  or  full-time 
student  under  25  or  over  65  with  continuous  membership  for  ten  years).  Addi¬ 
tional  family  members  pay  only  £1.25.  Cheques  and  postal  orders  should  be  made 
payable  to  the  London  Natural  History  Society  and  sent  to  the  membership 
secretary,  P.  C.  Holland,  Flat  9,  Pinewood  Court,  23  Clarence  Avenue,  Clapham, 
London,  S.W.4,  who  will  be  pleased  to  send  details  of  covenants  and  payment  by 
banker’s  order. 
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introduction 

This  year  saw  one  important  change  in  the  team  of  officers  who  produce  this 
report.  Ken  Osborne  retired  after  a  long  stint  —  no  ornithological  pun  intended  — 
in  the  Editor’s  chair,  and  we  owe  him  a  huge  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  tireless 
efforts  he  devoted  to  the  task  of  setting  the  high  standards  the  report  now  has. 
We  thank  him  warmly  for  all  his  work. 

>  * 

Over  400  contributors  took  part  in  sending  in  records  for  the  compilation  of  this 
report.  Whilst  the  numbers  of  records  increase  it  is  still  apparent  that  insufficient 
note  is  taken  of  the  list  of  species  that  require  a  short  but  detailed  description. 
The  notes  that  precede  and  follow  this  list  on  page  1 T  cannot  be  emphasised  too 
greatly.  The  Committee  found  difficulties  with  records  of  various  birds  of  prey, 
especially  Buzzard,  and  with  regard  to  their  own  experience  would  comment  that 
large  raptors  may  not  always  be  identified  for  certain,  especially  if  only  seen 
briefly  or  at  long  range.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  Committee  to  develop  a  greater  degree 
of  co-operation  and  to  this  end  we  would  be  pleased  to  advise  any  observer  of  the 
reasons  why  a  particular  record  was  not  accepted  for  publication  and  are  willing 
to  reconsider  any  previously  rejected  or  unpublished  records  on  receipt  of  details. 
Any  such  correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  the  appropriate  recorder. 

On  a  sorrowful  note,  following  the  demise  of  two  well-known  former  officers 
of  the  Society  in  1978,  and  another  in  1979,  we  regret  to  report  the  death  in  June 
1980  of  John  Parrinder,  a  former  editor  of  the  London  Bird  Report,  a  contributor 
to  the  Society’s  book  Birds  of  the  London  Area,  and  founder  member  of  the  Dun- 
geness  Bird  Observatory.  He  was  widely  known  as  the  national  organiser  of 
surveys  into  the  breeding  distribution  of  Little  Ringed  Plovers  between  1 960  and 
1973.  He  and  his  wife  joined  the  LNPIS  in  1938,  a  year  which  co-incidentally 
witnessed  the  first  British  nesting  of  the  Little  Ringed  Plover  at  Tring  reservoir. 
A  detailed  obituary  will  appear  in  the  1980  London  Naturalist. 

As  many  members  will  already  know,  a  consequence  of  the  Government’s 
economic  cutbacks  has  caused  the  passing  of  the  Royal  Parks  Commission  and 
its  report.  However,  arrangements  are  in  hand  to  carry  on  the  report  of  the  birds 
in  the  Royal  Parks,  thus  it  is  important  that  there  is  no  paucity  in  the  submission 
of  records  from  these  areas. 

Following  on  the  long  tradition  of  publishing  ornithological  surveys  of  the 
birds  within  our  Area  there  are  two  papers,  the  first,  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Records  Committee,  Peter  Oliver,  on  the  recently  recognized  usage  of  the  western 
group  of  reservoirs  as  a  collective  moulting  area  for  Tufted  Ducks  in  late  summer. 
The  second  documenting  the  roosting  habits  and  habitats  of  Pied  Wagtails  by 
Richard  Chandler,  developing  the  theme  set  out  in  an  earlier  paper  by  him  in 
British  Birds. 


4 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  44  FOR  1979 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The  Editor  gratefully  acknowledges  the  enthusastic  support  of  all  observers 
who  contributed  records  to  this  edition  of  the  London  Bird  Report .  He  especially 
thanks  the  recorders  and  the  writers  who  helped  to  compile  the  systematic  list, 
and  M.  Thumer  who  contributed  the  photographs. 

He  also  acknowledges  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  members  by  the  Greater 
London  Council,  the  Thames  Water  Authority  and  the  Port  of  London  Authority. 
Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  following  organizations  for  their  generous  help  in  the 
exchange  of  records: 

British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 

Essex  Birdwatching  and  Preservation  Society 

Hertfordshire  Natural  History  Society* 

Kent  Ornithological  Society* 

Lee  Valley  Project  Group 

Middle  Thames  Natural  History  Society* 

Surrey  Bird  Club* 


♦Local  records  have  been  accepted  on  the  recommendations  of  the  respective  Records  Committees. 


Records  Committee 

P.  J.  Oliver,  Chairman 


F.  H.  Jones,  B.  A.  Marsh,  K.  C.  Osborne  and  the  following  Recorders : 


Inner  London  .  D.  A.  Boyd,  35  Clifton  Place,  Suusex  Square, 

London,  W.2. 

Essex  .  J.  Fitzpatrick,  18  Edwick  Court,  High  Street, 

Cheshunt,  Herts. 

Herts .  J.  D.  Magee,  138  Baldwins  Lane,  Croxley 

Green,  Rickmansworth,  Herts.,  WD3  3LJ. 

Middlesex  .  P.  Naylor,  27  West  Common  Road,  Uxbridge, 

,  Middlesex. 

Bucks .  A.  V.  Moon,  Chalk  Dell  House,  London  Road, 

Rickmansworth,  Herts. 

Kent*  . .  .  R.  E.  Alderton,  71  Layard  Square,  Drummond 

Road,  London,  S.E.16 

Surrey f .  P.  Clement,  9  Headley,  King  Charles  Road, 

Surbiton,  Surrey. 


♦including  records  on  the  Lower  Thames  from  London  Bridge  to  Tilbury 
■[including  records  on  the  River  Thames  from  Staines  to  Wandsworth 
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Review  of  the  Year 

During  the  first  two  months  of  the  year,  Britain  suffered  the  coldest  winter  since 
1963.  The  main  feature  of  January  and  February  was  that  no  weather  pattern 
seemed  to  dominate  for  more  than  a  week  or  so.  Three  spells  of  very  severe  weather 
brought  influxes  of  birds  into  the  London  Area  (and  Britain  as  a  whole),  but  were 
interspersed  with  milder  conditions  which  in  most  cases  prevented  the  large  scale 
mortality  which  was  evident  in  previous  hard  winters. 

At  the  end  of  1978  a  large  anticyclone  developed  over  Scandinavia  bringing  cold 
easterly  winds  across  the  North  Sea  with  heavy  snow  throughout  southern  Britain 
and  the  Low  Countries.  It  was  particularly  cold  in  London  on  New  Year’s  day 
and  snow  lay  on  the  ground  for  most  of  the  first  week  until  a  general  thaw  set  in  on 
Jan.  7th  but  it  turned  very  cold  again  between  the  10th  and  14th.  Nearly  all  Lon¬ 
don’s  gravel  pits  froze  over  during  this  period,  as  did  many  of  the  larger  reservoirs. 
The  main  movements  in  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  year  began  with  a  heavy  move¬ 
ment  of  Skylarks  together  with  smaller  numbers  of  Lapwings,  Meadow  Pipits, 
Fieldfares,  Redwings  and  Woodpigeons.  This  movement  of  Skylarks  appears  to 
have  been  one  of  the  largest  noted  in  Britain  and  was  apparently  noticed  all  along 
the  south  coast.  New  Year’s  day  was  also  exceptional  for  other  species.  At  various 
localities  observers  found  a  Red-throated  Diver,  three  flocks  of  Bewick’s  Swans 
and  one  of  14  Whoopers,  a  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  a  Shore  Lark,  Fulmar,  the  first 
Slavonian  Grebe  of  the  year,  two  Scaup  and  a  Common  Scoter.  During  the  next 
two  weeks  all  three  divers  appeared,  including  the  only  Great  Northern  of  the  year, 
two  Red-necked  Grebes  and  huge  flocks  of  Great  Cresteds  on  the  reservoirs,  with 
a  very  high  count  of  515  at  Wraysbury  on  the  16th.  Four  Bitterns  appeared  at 
Rye  Meads  on  the  13th,  no  doubt  frozen  out  of  their  East  Anglian  or  continental 
reed-beds.  On  the  international  wildfowl  count  on  Jan.  14th,  Tufted  Ducks  had 
reached  the  one  thousand  mark  at  five  reservoirs,  whilst  there  were  5,835  Pochard 
on  the  Lower  Thames,  over  1,000  Mallard  were  sitting  on  the  ice  at  Harefield 
Moor  G.P.;  and  Queen  Mary  Res.  held  at  least  550  Shoveler.  In  addition  three 
Brent  Geese,  at  least  14  Scaup,  one  Eider,  two  Common  Scoter  and  a  Velvet  Scoter 
were  all  seen  between  the  1st  and  the  15th.  The  numbers  of  Sawbills  were  the 
highest  for  many  years,  though  not  comparable  to  the  numbers  present  in  the 
London  Area  in  the  1950s  and  1960s,  it  was  a  welcome  sight  to  see  Goosander 
reach  the  100  mark  at  certain  reservoirs;  Smew  were  also  widespread  at  this  time. 
The  influx  of  Ruddy  Ducks  was  somewhat  unexpected,  the  first  birds  were  seen 
on  the  6th  and  had  increased  to  13  at  Staines  Res.  by  the  end  of  January. 

Another  feature  was  the  number  of  raptors  and  owls  involved  in  the  cold  weather 
movements.  Hen  Harriers  moved  into  southern  Britain  in  large  numbers  and  far 
more  than  usual  were  seen  in  the  London  Area.  Two  Merlins  were  seen  about 
this  time,  one  over  St.  James’s  Park.  There  had  been  a  major  influx  of  Short¬ 
eared  Owls  in  October  and  November  1978,  and  many  birds  remained  into  1979, 
with  a  huge  number  of  records  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  These  were  joined 
in  January  by  large  numbers  of  Long-eared  Owls,  which  came  into  Britain  from  thfe 
continent  and  in  the  London  Area  roosts  of  up  to  eight  birds  were  found.  A 
depression  moved  over  the  North  Sea  by  the  23rd,  bringing  strong  easterly  winds  and 
heavy  snow  to  London  on  the  23rd  and  24th.  Four  Whooper  Swans  and  a  Glaucous 
Gull  were  at  Rainham  on  the  22nd,  with  another  Glaucous  at  Sevenoaks;  a  probable 
Iceland  Gull  was  glimpsed  flying  past  an  office  window  at  Kew.  Three  Velvet 
Scoter  rested  on  an  ice-free  patch  of  water  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  on  the  23rd 
before  flying  off  into  the  blizzard.  On  the  morning  of  the  24th  another  large 
movement  of  Skylarks  was  evident  with  some  very  high  counts,  3,205  over  North- 
fleet  in  |  of  an  hour  and  a  massive  5,700  in  80  minutes  over  Thornton  Heath,  all 
during  heavy  snow.  A  few  more  Black-throated  and  Red-throated  Divers  appeared 
as  well  as  Slavonian  Grebes,  Bitterns,  Glaucous  Gulls  and  another  Velvet  Scoter. 
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Counts  of  Goosander  and  Smew  increased  again  with  120  Goosander  at  Queen 
Mary  Res.  on  Jan.  27th  and  130  on  Staines  Res.  on  Feb.  3rd;  whilst  there  were 
26  Smew  at  Wraysbury  Res.  on  Jan.  27th;  also  on  this  date,  a  Peregrine  at  White¬ 
chapel  and  Lapland  Buntings  at  the  Walthamstow  and  Datchet  Reservoirs.  One 
of  the  largest  movements  of  White-fronted  Geese  seen  in  recent  years  began  on  this 
date  with  parties  of  up  to  73  seen  at  many  localities. 

The  first  half  of  February  was  a  relatively  quiet  period.  There  were  further 
records  of  Scaup,  another  Bittern,  and  a  Little  Gull  at  Littlebrook  on  the  4th. 
Wildfowl  numbers  remained  high,  there  were  2,500  Teal  at  Rainham  and  over  a 
thousand  at  Staines  Res.  The  weather  changed  again  for  the  worse  by  the  13th  as 
another  high  pressure  system  began  to  develop  over  Scandinavia.  Gale  force 
winds  had  blown  up  by  the  14th  and  together  with  heavy  snow  produced  a  tre¬ 
mendous  blizzard.  The  most  memorable  effect  of  this  was  the  influx  of  Red¬ 
necked  Grebes,  which  was  apparent  throughout  Britain,  some  birds  even  reaching 
Ireland.  On  the  15th,  during  heavy  snow,  one 'was  seen  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  but 
it  was  not  until  the  17th  and  18th  that  it  became  obvious  that  a  major  influx  had 
taken  place  with  at  least  11  on  gravel  pits  and  reservoirs  in  the  Lea  Valley,  five 
together  at  Staines  Res.  and  ones  and  twos  at  many  more  localities,  including 
one  in  Inner  London  at  Hyde  Park  on  the  18th.  A  minimum  of  47  individuals  were 
reported  between  Feb.  15th  and  the  third  week  of  April,  when  the  last  of  the  birds 
departed.  Clearly  associated  with  the  Red-necked  Grebes  came  many  Slavonian 
Grebes  and  the  two  smaller  divers.  Of  the  24  Slavonian  Grebes  seen  in  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year,  14  were  seen  in  the  second  two  weeks  of  February,  as 
were  six  Black-throated  Divers  and  three  Red-throated  Divers.  Another  species 
that  was  involved  in  this  spectacular  influx  was  the  Red-breasted  Merganser. 
Above  average  numbers  in  January  were  perhaps  not  unexpected  in  view  of  the 
weather.  A  total  of  about  145  were  seen  in  the  London  Area  during  the  first  four 
months  of  the  year,  with  the  vast  majority  of  these  birds  appearing  in  mid  February. 
The  numbers  involved  were  very  reminiscent  of  a  similar  event  in  February  1956 
when  about  100  birds  were  involved,  an  unprecedented  influx  at  the  time.  Further 
wild  geese  and  swans  appeared,  two  Bean  Geese  were  at  Maple  Cross  on  Feb.  16th, 
three  Pink-feet  at  Rainham  on  the  18th  and  four  Brent  at  the  Brent  Res.  on  the 
19th.  Two  separate  flocks  of  40  and  80  Bewick’s  Swans  flew  over  Hyde  Park  on  the 
23rd,  an  exceptional  record,  and  about  200  White-fronts  the  same  day.  Further 
north,  19  Bewick’s  were  seen  at  Nazeing.  At  Rainham,  41  White-fronts  arrived  on 
the  23rd  and  accompanying  them  were  13  Barnacle  Geese,  all  of  which  stayed  until 
Mar.  4th.  The  Barnacles  were  clearly  genuine  wild  birds,  almost  certainly 
from  Holland,  and  represent  the  first  record  for  the  London  Area.  Smew  reached 
a  peak  of  36  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  the  18th,  a  very  high  count,  and  the  largest  flock 
seen  in  the  London  Area  since  1966.  Other  unsual  ducks  included  a  Velvet  Scoter, 
at  least  six  more  Scaup  and  two  more  Common  Scoter  toward  the  end  of  the  month. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  only  two  Waxwings  and  three  Great  Grey  Shrikes 
were  reported.  There  was  an  exceptionally  large  roost  of  9,000  Fieldfares  at 
Cheshunt  in  the  first  half  of  January.  At  least  19  Blackcaps  and  about  15  Chiff- 
chaffs  braved  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  with  many  of  the  former  seen  in 
gardens  and  feeding  on  bird-tables.  Siskins  and  Redpolls  were  both  rather  scarce 
but  Twite  were  seen  as  usual,  reaching  a  peak  of  40  at  Rainham  on  Feb.  25th  and 
five  were  seen  inland  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  Feb.  17th.  A  very  large  roost  of 
Corn  Buntings  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  contained  450  birds  on  Jan.  27th. 

Winter  continued  to  dominate  the  scene  into  March.  Several  more  Slavonian 
Grebes  passed  through  and  the  final  fall  of  snow  mid-month  coincided  with  the 
occurrence  of  three  more  Red-throated  and  another  Black-throated  Diver.  Four 
Brent  Ceese  appeared  on  the  17th;  the  same  day  two  Avocets  were  at  Rainham. 
A  Whinchat  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  7th  was,  however,  exceptionally  early,  and  by 
far  the  earliest  London  record.  Three  House  Martins  at  Carshalton  Beeches  on  the 
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12th,  and  a  Swallow  at  Old  Slade  on  the  19th,  were  also  very  early.  Two  Medi¬ 
terranean  Gulls  present  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  at  Epsom  were  joined  by 
yet  another  in  February,  and  all  remained  to  the  end  of  March. 

The  spring  produced  a  fine  series  of  raptors.  The  first  London  Area  record  of  a 
Black  Kite  at  a  South  Ockendon  rubbish  tip  on  April  19th.  An  Osprey  at  Edgware 
on  the  26th,  and  three  Marsh  Harriers  in  April  and  May  were  followed  by  two  male 
Montagu’s  Harriers  at  Staines  Res.  on  May  7th  and  Maple  Cross  on  May  18th, 
and  a  Honey  Buzzard  over  Ewell  on  May  27th. 

Waders  were  rather  scarce  on  spring  passage,  small  numbers  of  Whimbrel, 
Curlew  and  Black-tailed  Godwits  were  seen,  also  a  total  of  13  Grey  Plover  between 
late  April  and  early  June,  but  only  one  Sanderling,  one  Spotted  Redshank,  three 
Turnstone  and  three  Wood  Sandpipers  were  all  below  average  numbers  and  no 
records  at  all  of  Curlew  Sandpiper  or  Little  Stint.  Terns  appeared  slightly  earlier 
than  usual  with  the  first  Common  on  April  8th,  Arctic  on  the  11th  and  Black  on  the 
12th.  The  only  major  movement  occurred  during  anticyclonic  conditions  on  the 
13th  when  there  were  76  Biack  Terns  at  two  localities.  Further  outstanding  rarities 
were  discovered  in  late  April.  At  Thorndon  Park,  four  Bee-eaters  stayed  three  days 
from  the  24th,  this  is  the  first  multiple  occurrence  of  this  beautiful  southern 
European  species  in  the  London  Area.  Other  unsual  species  at  this  time  included  a 
Hoopoe  at  Harefield  Moor  on  the  13  th  and  a  rare  spring  Wryneck  at  Eltham  on  the 
17th.  Amongst  the  commoner  birds  there  were  good  numbers  of 'White  Wagtails, 
with  the  highest  numbers  towards  the  end  of  the  month.  A  total  of  13  Firecrests 
were  recorded  between  early  March  and  June  3rd.  Seven  Pied  Flycatchers  were 
concentrated  into  the  first  nine  days  of  May,  which  also  coincided  with  the  highest 
numbers  of  Whincbats.  A  late  winter  visitor,  a  Hooded  Crow,  was  at  Northfleet  on 
May  21st. 

Three  pairs  of  Shelduck  bred  along  the  Lower  Thames,  and  another  three  at 
inland  sites,  whilst  three  broods  of  Shovelers  north  of  the  Thames  is  encouraging. 
Following  the  record  numbers  of  Ruddy  Duck  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  a  pair 
were  found  displaying  in  June,  but  breeding  was  not  proved.  Nightjars  were  present 
at  four  sites,  not  including  the  individual  which  found  its  way  into  the  postal 
sorting  office  at  Canning  Town  on  June  19th.  Nightingales  were  present  at  16  sites, 
whilst  10  pairs  of  Black  Redstarts  included  proved  breeding  at  five  nests,  although 
at  least  14  other  males  sang  during  the  summer,  suggesting  the  breeding  popu¬ 
lation  is  under  recorded.  There  were  also  at  least  12  pairs  of  Stonechats.  One  of  the 
highlights  of  the  breeding  season  was  the  first  proved  breeding  of  Wheatear  in  the 
London  area  since  1955,  when  a  pair  nested  in  Richmond  Park.  Finally  in  the  new 
stronghold  for  Cetti’s  Warblers  in  the  Lea  Valley,  birds  were  present  at  four 
localities  during  the  breeding  season. 

Usually  one  of  the  quieter  months  of  the  year,  July  can  often  produce  outstand¬ 
ing  birds  and  so  it  proved  this  year  when  a  Squacco  Heron  turned  up  at  Rye  Meads 
on  the  1st,  the  first  sighting  of  this  southern  heron  within  our  boundaries.  The 
first  trickle  of  returning  waders  and  waterfowl  heralds  the  start  of  the  autumn 
passage;  Greenshank  appeared  at  several  localities  between  the  7th  and  the  15th 
and  Spotted  Redshank  were  seen  at  two  places,  also  Garganey  at  Wraysbury  G.P. 
on  the  8th  and  Walthamstow  Res.  on  the  11th  and  Black-necked  Grebe,  the  first 
two  of  which  arrived  at  Walton  Res.,  on  the  11th.  Ten  Black-tailed  Godwits  at 
Rainham  on  the  13th  was  the  first  of  several  sightings  of  this  species  during  the 
month,  and  they  also  started  a  good  spell  at  Rainham  that  included  Knot,  Little 
Stint,  Avocet,  Bar-tailed  Godwit,  Curlew  Sandpiper,  an  impressive  total  of  70  Green 
Sandpipers,  as  well  as  a  Marsh  Harrier.  Four  unidentified  Buzzards  drifted  over 
Bexley  on  the  24th  and  another  was  seen  at  Ashford  on  the  same  day;  a  large 
gathering  of  4,000  Swifts  was  noted  at  Sewardstone  on  the  19th.  The  month  ended, 
as  it  had  started,  on  a  high  note  with  a  lone  Caspian  Tern  putting  in  a  brief  appear¬ 
ance  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  29th. 
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Garganey  remained  throughout  August  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  and  11  Little  Terns 
appeared  between  the  4th  and  the  18th.  An  exceptionally  high  total  of  75  Little- 
ringed  Plover  was  present  at  Rainham  on  the  6th  and  the  11th,  and  on  the  latter 
date  two  more  Avocets  arrived  at  Rainham  (15  on  the  19th)  to  start  an  impressive 
series  of  records  that  was  to  extend  into  September;  the  outflow  at  West  Thurrock 
proved  a  favoured  locality  for  terns  with  100  Black  and  250  Common  on  Aug.  8th, 
numbers  that  were  to  remain  high,  intermittently,  for  much  of  the  autumn.  Ten 
Oystercatchers  provided  an  unusual  sight  as  they  flew  over  St.  Paul’s  Cray  on  the 
17th,  a  Stone  Curlew  was  at  Beddington  on  the  19th;  the  last  date  also  produced  a 
Kentish  Plover  at  Rainham,  now  an  almost  annual  visitor  to  our  area;  several 
flocks  of  Whimbrel  and  Curlew  were  also  seen  during  this  period. 

A  Purple  Sandpiper,  always  a  scarce  visitor,  was  seen  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on  the 
23rd,  and  a  Red-backed  Shrike  on  the  26th;  Ringed  Plover  reached  a  peak  of  73  at 
Perry  Oaks  on  the  24th.  This  month  also  ended  on  a  high  note  with  a  Cetti’s 
Warbler,  on  the  28th,  yet  another  Marsh  Harrier  at  Rainham,  and  an  Arctic  Skua 
at  Woolwich,  both  on  the  31st. 

Potentially  one  of  the  best  months  of  the  year,  September  had  several  good  birds 
but  no  exceptional  rarities;  it  began  with  a  roaming  flock  of  20  Shelduck  flying 
over  Staines  Res.  on  the  1st.  Curlew  Sandpiper  peaked  during  the  first  few  days 
of  the  month  with  a  maximum  of  25  at  Rainham  on  the  2nd,  and  Little  Stint 
peaked  a  little  later,  about  mid-month;  the  second  Honey  Buzzard  of  the  year  was 
seen  close  to  a  wasps’  nest  at  Epping  on  the  3rd.  Black  Terns  again  reached  good 
numbers  at  West  Thurrock  and,  not  perhaps  surprisingly,  a  White-winged  Black 
Tern  was  found  in  their  midst  on  the  9th  and  remained  several  days ;  two  Pectoral 
Sandpipers  were  found  at  Perry  Oaks  on  the  12th  and  obligingly  stayed  over  a 
weekend.  Beddington  provided  an  unusual  sighting  with  a  Gannet  on  the  15th; 
an  Osprey  was  seen  at  Old  Slade  on  the  following  day  and  another  at  Bletchingley 
on  the  22nd.  A  Leach’s  Petrel,  usually  only  seen  fleetingly  inland,  delighted  many 
observers  by  remaining  throughout  Sunday  the  23rd  at  Staines  Res.;  a  gathering  of 
700  Swallows  was  present  at  Regent’s  Park  on  the  25th;  a  Spotted  Crake  trapped 
at  Maple  Cross  on  the  29th  was  the  third  record  of  the  year  and  remained  until  the 
following  day. 

October  1st  not  only  saw  the  last  Swift  of  the  year  at  Barnehurst  but  also  the 
first  Redwing  of  the  winter  at  Kew;  a  flock  of  12  Grey  Plover  flew  over  Staines 
Res.  at  dusk  on  the  2nd  and  eight  were  at  Rainham  on  the  20th.  Rainham,  on 
the  6ih,  had  a  Brent  Goose  and  also  its  fourth  Marsh  Harrier  of  the  year;  a  Ring 
Ouzel  was  at  Fisher’s  Green  on  the  same  day  and  another  in  Kew  Gardens  on 
the  14th.  The  first  four  Bearded  Tits,  in  what  was  to  be  a  small  irruption  of  this 
species,  were  found  at  Sewardstone  on  the  11th,  others  were  seen  at  five  different 
localities  during  the  following  few  weeks.  A  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Girling  Res.  on 
the  14th  remained  until  the  28th;  a  Lapland  Bunting  was  heard  and  briefly  seen 
flying  over  Hampstead  Heath  on  the  15th.  The  Ferruginous  Duck,  probably  the 
individual  that  has  wintered  in  West  London  for  many  years,  had  returned  to 
Little  Britain  Lake  by  the  27th;  the  huge  raft  of  Pochard  and  Tufted  Duck  at 
Staines  Res.  that  had  been  increasing  steadily  throughout  the  autumn  reached  a 
total  of  8,000  by  late  October,  and  the  month  ended  with  a  lingering  Turtle  Dove 
at  Regent’s  Park  on  the  30th. 

A  Merlin  was  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  November  1st,  and  what  was  presumably 
the  same  individual  on  two  dates  later  in  the  month;  an  injured  Bewick’s  Swan 
remained  at  Stocker’s  Lake  for  several  days  from  the  3rd,  and  a  late  Spotted 
Redshank  was  at  Harefield  Moor  on  the  4th.  Mediterranean  Gulls  were  at  Thames- 
mead  on  the  8th  and  Epsom  on  the  10th,  the  latter  the  adult  returning  to  spend 
its  fourth  winter  at  this  suburban  locality;  a  Long-tailed  Duck  at  Walton,  a  loit¬ 
ering  Wheatear  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  and  a  late  Little  Stint  at  Perry  Oaks  were 
also  seen  on  the  10th.  A  rather  disorientated  Water  Rail  found  its  way  onto 
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a  window  ledge  at  Fenchurch  St.  on  the  15th,  another  Red-necked  Grebe  and  one 
or  two  Shags  were  in  the  Lea  Valley  the  same  day  and  an  unidentified  Diver  at 
Ruxley  on  the  following  day.  The  Osprey  at  Gatton  Park  that  was  still  present  in 
December,  first  appeared  on  the  16th.  By  late  November  the  flock  of  ducks  at 
Staines  Res.  had  risen  to  the  truly  impressive  total  of  9,000  (c.  5,000  Pochard  and 
c.  4,000  Tufted  Duck),  figures  comparable,  in  fact,  with  many  of  the  best  waters  in 
the  country;  quite  why  this  reservoir  should  suddenly  rise  to  such  prominence 
for  these  two  species,  when  compared  with  the  relatively  modest  numbers  that  have 
wintered  here  in  previous  winters,  is  puzzling.  The  last  Swallow  of  the  year  was  at 
Hatfield  on  the  21st  and  the  last  House  Martin  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  the  24th; 
on  the  latter  date  a  Waxwing  was  present  at  Holderston. 

December  opened  with  a  record  count  of  216  Cormorant  at  Queen  Elizabeth 
II  Res.,  on  the  1st,  although  this  is  a  continually  increasing  species  in  London  their 
gluttonous  habits  bring  them  into  conflict  v/ith  fishermen  and  water  authorities. 
The  first  three  weeks  of  the  month  proved  to  be  remarkably  uneventful;  six 
Bewick’s  Swans  headed  south  over  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  the  8th.  Hurricane  force 
winds  in  many  coastal  areas  and  particularly  in  the  southwest  of  the  country  on  the 
14th  and  15th  caused  widespread  damage  and  was  also  presumably  responsible 
for  a  Leach’s  Petrel  at  Brent  Res.  on  the  15th,  a  Shag  at  Nazeing  G.P.  on  the  16th, 
and  a  Kittiwake  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  the  17th.  Further  gales  and  falling 
temperatures  just  before  Christmas  resulted  in  a  flurry  of  good  sightings  before 
the  year’s  end.  Some  of  the  birds  seen  in  the  last  ten  days  included  a  Red-necked 
Grebe,  at  least  eight  Shags,  three  more  Bewick’s  Swans,  several  Scaup,  three 
Common  Scoter,  two  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  a  Merlin,  three  Glaucous  Gulls, 
a  large  flock  of  288  Golden  Plover  at  Fairlop  and  also  two  groups  of  over  150 
Brambling.  The  last  day  of  the  year,  however,  produced  the  most  unexpected 
sighting  of  the  month,  and  probably  the  most  surprised  observer,  when  a  Gannet 
flew  over  Epsom  Common. 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  area,  which  in  this  report  is  called  the  ‘London  Area’, 
is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Within 
the  area,  the  original  county  boundaries  are  used  for  recording  purposes,  rather 
than  the  new  administrative  counties.  In  addition,  there  is  a  special  recording 
zone  for  Inner  London  (a  rectangle  5  miles  x  8  miles,  centred  on  Charing  Cross). 
All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from  members  and  non-members,  and  these 
should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate  Recorder  (see  list  on  page  4). 


.PAUL'S 


INNER 
LONDON 
RECORDING" 

AREA  5  MILES x1 
8MILES,  CENTRED 
ON  CHARING  CROSS 

1 


It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets  are 
used  (available  from  Recorders  on  request),  and  if  records  are  listed  in  the  order 
followed  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Separate  sheets  should  be  used  for  each 
recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  in  August  for 
the  period  January  to  July,  and  in  early  January  for  August  to  December. 

Records  of  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined  by  the 
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Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Published  records 
need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  not  only  today’s  readers  but  also  anyone  who  in 
future  years  may  refer  to  the  systematic  list.  Brief  field-notes  are  therefore  required 
to  provide  supporting  evidence  of  correct  identification  and  authenticity  for  the 
following  species :  * 


All  rare  species 
All  out  of  season  migrants 
All  divers 
Slavonian  Grebe 
Red-necked  and  Black-necked 
Grebes  except  at  regular  haunts 
Petrels  and  Shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 
All  bitterns 

Herons  other  than  Grey 
Bewick’s  and  Whooper  Swans 
All  geese  except  Canada 
Ferruginous  Duck,  Scaup,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck,  Velvet  Scoter  and 
female  Red-breasted  Merganser 
All  birds-of-prey  except  Kestrel 
Quail 

Rails  and  crakes,  except  Water 
Rail,  Moorhen  and  Coot 
All  waders  of  irregular  occurrence 
All  skuas 

All  gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Iceland,  Glaucous  and 
Kittiwake 


Little  Gull  away  from  regular 
haunts 

All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 

Wryneck 

Woodlark 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  Pipit  and  Water 
Pipit  at  regular  localities 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  or  hybrids  of  Motacilla 
flam  other  than  Yellow  Wagtail 
M.f.  flavissima 
Waxwing 
Ring  Ouzel 
Unusual  warblers 
Firecrest 

Willow  Tit  away  from  regular 
haunts 
All  shrikes 

Twite,  Crossbill;  Lapland,  Snow 
and  Cirl  Buntings 


Fieldnotes  for  each  observation  should  be  submitted  to  the  recorder  immediately 
following  the  observation,  rather  than  waiting  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Evidence 
needs  to  be  brief  but  relevant,  and  should  include  a  description  of  the  essential 
features  upon  which  identification  was  based,  relative  size,  flight,  calls,  duration 
and  distance  of  observation,  and  the  observer’s  previous  experience  of  this  and 
similar  species.  , 


NATIONAL  RARITIES 

Records  of  national  rarities  (see  list  in  British  Birds  67  :  347-8)  should  be  submitted 
preferably  via  the  local  recorder  for  forwarding  to  the  national  committee.  If 
sent  direct,  a  copy  of  the  submission  should  be  sent  to  the  recorder.  Observers 
are  asked  to  submit  records  promptly  to  ensure  acceptance  and  publication  in  the 
same  year. 

RARE  BREEDING  BIRDS 

Breeding  records  of  rare  species  (see  list  in  British  Birds  66  :  174)  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted  preferably  via  the  local  recorder  (starting  degree  of  confidentiality  required) 
for  forwarding  to  the  national  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  All  reports  of  these 
species  (and  others,  less  rare)  are  treated  in  complete  confidence  at  county  level. 
With  the  exception  of  Black  Redstart,  names  of  localities  are  never  published 
and  only  the  name  of  the  county  is  given  in  the  London  Bird  Report  and  British 
Birds. 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1979 

A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES 
OF  ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

The  classification  of  species  in  this  report  is  that  adopted  by  K.  H.  Voous  in  his 
List  of  Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species  (reprinted  1977  from  Ibis  115  :  612-38  and 
Ibis  119  :  223-50,  376-406).  Sequence  and  nomenclature  follow  the  ‘ British  Birds' 
List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  (1978). 

For  recording  purposes  all  species  have  been  given  numbers,  with  suffix  letters 
for  subspecies,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  this  numbering  has  no  significance 
outside  the  London  Area.  For  continuity  with  earlier  London  Bird  Reports ,  the 
old  ‘Wetmore’  classification  numbers  (BOU  Checklist  1952)  are  given  in  brackets. 

Observers’  initials  in  the  report  are  shown  against  principal  records.  A  full  list 
of  observers  appears  on  pages  8  and  9.  The  abbreviation  ‘mo’  used  for  long-stay 
records  indicates  ‘many  observers’. 

The  six  counties  within  the  London  Area  are  signified  by  initials  in  the  report: 
E=Essex,  H  =  Hertfordshire,  M  =  Middlesex,  B= Buckinghamshire,  K=Kent 
and  S  =  Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  normally  under  the  respective  counties 
(Middlesex  and  Surrey),  but  abbreviated  as  ‘IL’  in  tables.  For  direction  of  flight, 
cardinal  points  are  shortened  to  N,  NE,  NNE,  etc.  Other  abbreviations  are: 
Res.  =  reservoir,  G.P.  =  gravel  pit,  N.R.  =  nature  reserve,  S.P.  =  sand  pit,  S.F.= 
sewage  farm  or  works,  and  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  or  LBR= London  Bird  Report. 

For  a  full  appreciation  of  many  of  the  records  in  this  report,  a  detailed  map  of 
the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to  the 
Society’s  books  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1957  and  1964)  and  Atlas  of  Breeding 
Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977),  which  give  the  continuous  history  of  species  from 
1900.  A  complete  London  Area  Checklist  (1901-77)  appears  in  London  Bird 
Report  43  :  71-84. 


1  Red-throated  Diver  (4) 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Feb.  24th  (cf«);  Walthamstow 
Res.,  an  oiled  bird  present  from  Mar.  17th  was  found  dead  on  20th  (mo). 

H  Stanborough  Lake,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (hnhs). 

M/B  Poyle  G.P.,  one  from  Mar.  3rd  to  Apr.  11th  (mo).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on 
Jan.  20th“(REY),  another  on  Feb.  24th  was  subsequently  found  on  the  25th 
on  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  where  it  was  stuck  fast  in  the  ice  of  the  frozen  gravel 
pit,  continually  uttering  a  mournful  wailing  note  (eeg,jah,avm,pn). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  17th  (gj). 

K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  17th  (lfw). 

S  Addlestone,  one  on  Feb.  16th  and  17th  (jhb,agc,jgt). 

2  Black-throated  Diver  (1) 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  24th  to  27th  (AJGy,JF,PF). 

H  A  single  bird  frequented  Amwell  G.P.,  Bury  Lake  and  Stanstead  Abbots 
G.P.,  from  Feb.  17th  to  25th  (gjw,fcb,hnhs). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  from  Mar.  2nd  to  May  14th  (mo). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  4th  and  6th,  two  from  Feb.  16th  to  24th,  and  one 
on  Mar.  6th  (mtnhs,pcf,avm,pn);  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  singles  on  Feb.  25th 
and  Mar.  17th  (mtnhs,rrg,eeg). 
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3  Great  Northern  Diver  (2) 

E  One  on  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  from  Jan.  14th  to  Feb.  25th  (pjv.pab, 
gjw  et  al.). 


Diver  sp. 

H  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  11th  (hnhs). 

K  Ruxley,  one  on  Nov.  16th  (swv). 

6  Little  Grebe  (9) 

Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Bred  at  Walthamstow  Res.,  Wanstead  Park  and  Sewardstone.  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  27  on  Aug.  5th  (ca). 

H  Bred  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (two  pairs)  and  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (four  pairs). 

M  Bred  at  Brent  Res.  (three  pairs),  Stain  Hill  Res.  (two  pairs),  Staines  Moor, 
Poyle,  Stanwell  Place  G.P.  and  Moorhall  G.P.  Inner  London:  up  to  five 
in  Hyde  Park  and  one  or  two  in  Regent’s  Park  during  the  winter  months. 

B  At  least  two  pairs  bred  at  Wraysbury  G.Ps.  (rrg),  where  40  were  present  on 
Sept.  16th  and  during  October  (frc,gc/%gj). 

K  Bred  at  Littlebrook  G.P.,  where  the  maximum  count  was  23  on  Sept.  30th 
and  Oct.  2nd  (ss,drg). 

S  Bred  at  Esher  (two  pairs  on  Black  pond  and  one  on  R.  Mole),  Cobham 
(four  pairs),  Godstone  (two  pairs),  Bookham  Common  and  Lonsdale  Road 
Res.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  max.  of  seven  on  Jan.  7th  (rea). 


7  Great  Crested  Grebe  (5) 

There  was  a  major  influx  to  the  west  of  the  Area  in  the  cold  weather  in 
January,  the  largest  counts  being  as  follows:  Datchet  Res.-200,  Jan.  6th; 
Wraysbury  Res. -250  on  14th  but  515  on  16th  declining  to  370  by  28th; 
Queen  Mary  Res.-297  on  14th,  declining  to  100-150  later  in  the  month, 
but  increasing  again  to  189  on  Feb.  27th;  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.-170  on 
14th.  These  large  numbers  were  not  generally  reflected  at  the  Lea  Valley 
Reservoirs,  with  the  exception  of  177  at  the  Wm.  Girling  Res.  on  Jan.  14th. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  only  counts  in  excess  of  100  were:  Wraysbury 
G.P.-103,  Sept.  16th;  Queen  Mary  Res.-172,  Oct.  21st  and  178,  Dec.  30th 
and  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.-123,  Oct.  14th. 

The  minimum  number  of  breeding  pairs  compared  with  the  previous  year  is 
set  out  below: 


Inner 

Essex  Herts  Middx  London  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  Total 

1978  32  24  26  5  5  5  10  107 

1979  24  13  33  4  3  4  8  89 

As  usual,  the  figures  must  be  interpreted  with  caution  since  coverage  almost 
certainly  varied  from  season  to  season,  but  after  three  seasons  of  reasonably 
constant  totals  there  seems  to  have  been  a  decline,  perhaps  as  a  result  of  the 
previous  hard  winter.  In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  two  remarkable 
out-of-season  breeding  records  from  Savehay  G.P.  (M)  -  a  pair  with  half 
grown  young  in  the  cold  weather  at  the  end  of  January  (mtnhs)  and  an  adult 
in  breeding  plumage  at  a  nest  at  the  same  locality  in  December ;  on  29th  it  was 
seen  covering  the  nest  (and  presumably  therefore  eggs)  when  it  left  the  nest 
(igj,kj).  The  Inner  London  breeding  records  were  at  Regent’s  Park  (one 
pair)  and  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (three  pairs). 
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8  Red-necked  Grebe  (6) 

A  major  influx,  probably  emanating  from  the  western  Baltic  and  conti¬ 
nental  coastal  areas,  commenced  during  the  easterly  blizzard  of  Feb.  14th 
and  15th.  The  whole  of  Britain  was  involved  in  the  influx,  but  the  numbers 
of  birds  were  greater  in  eastern  England.  All  Inner  London  records  and 
those  prior  to  Feb.  15th  and  during  the  second  half  of  the  year  are  given; 
numbers  of  individual  birds  during  the  influx  are  summarized. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  28th  (jf),  and  one  from  Nov.  15th  to  19th 
(fcb,cf«  et  al.).  Girling  Res.,  an  immature  from  Oct.  14th  to  28th  (ag  et  al.). 
Rye  Meads,  one  Jan.  5th  may  have  remained  to  Mar.  16th  (hnhs,lvpg). 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  7th  to  10th  (mjr);  Brent  Res.,  one  from 
Feb.  6th  to  24th  (mo).  Inner  London:  Long  Water,  Kensington  Gardens, 
one  from  Feb.  18th  (possibly  16th)  to  25th  (dab). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  one  Feb.  12th  to  22nd  (avm,pn  et  al.)-,  Iver  G.P.,  one,  Dec. 
29th  (mtnhs). 

The  table  below  shows  the  numbers  present  after  Feb.  15th. 


Feb  15-28  Mar  1-15  Mar  16-31 


E 

9 

5 

5 

H 

12 

6 

5 

M 

13 

7 

6 

B 

2 

- 

- 

K 

2 

- 

- 

S 

4 

1 

— 

Apr  1-15  Apr  16-30  Total  No. 

of  birds 

1  -  11 

4-14 
6  2  14 

-  2 

-  2 

-  -  4 
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9  Slavonian  Grebe  (7) 

More  than  usual,  particularly  from  Feb.  17th,  at  the  same  time  as  the 
influx  of  Red-necked  Grebes. 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  one,  Feb.  17th  (gjw)  ;  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  found  dead 
Feb.  25th  (pjv);  King  George  V  Res.,  four  in  summer  plumage  on  Apr. 
10th  (pjv),  one  on  Oct.  27th  and  two  on  Nov.  10th  (cf«,jf). 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  one  Feb.  17th  to  Apr.  16th  (mo);  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one' 
Feb.  15th  to  24th  (mo). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  from  Feb.  3rd  to  28th  (mo);  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one 
Feb.  18th  to  Mar.  17th  (mo);  Kempton  Park,  one  Feb.  24th  and  25th; 
Kempton  East  Res.,  one  Mar.  11th  (dp,mt);  Ruislip  Lido,  two  Feb.  17th  to 
24th  (pcy,RDNHs);  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  27th  (dmf,avm,pn)  and 
another  Feb.  25th  to  28th  (mo);  Shepperton  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  6th  (hwe); 
Staines  Res.,  single  birds  on  Jan.  16th  (jas),  Jan.'  28th  (cvvvv  et  al.),  Feb. 
3rd  (rey),  Apr.  18th  and  23rd  (mjr,grs),  Sept.  20th  (trd.jd/z)  and  Nov. 
24th  (rbh,avm,pn).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  16th  (pbn),  and  Feb.  25th 
(avm,pn). 

B  Horton  G.Ps.,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (cdh);  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  one  on  Apr.  13th 
(avm,pn). 

K  Thamesmead,  one  on  Feb.  27th  (pjsm). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  24th  (gj);  Hersham  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  19th 
(rdfih);  Thorpe  Water  Park,  one  on  Feb.  18th  (dkjw);  Walton  Res.,  one 
on  Mar.  30th  and  31st  (pc/,jjw)  and  two  on  Sept.  16th  (dgaz). 


p 


* 


ABOVE:  Red-necked  Grebe  at  Staines  Res.,  one  of  four  present  since  the  influx 
in  February,  coming  into  summer  plumage  early  April  1979  ( Photo  M.  Thurner). 
BELOW:  Adult  Little  Ringed  Plover  at  a  London  Area  breeding  site,  April  1979 
( Photo  M.  Thurner). 
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10  Black-necked  Grebe  (8) 

E  Girling  Res.,  six  throughout  January  and  February,  falling  to  three  at  the 
end  of  March,  with  one  remaining  until  Apr.  22nd  (jf);  one  from  Aug. 
27th  (pjv  et  al.)  increasing  to  four  on  Oct.  17th  and  six  on  Dec.  26th  (ag). 
King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  24th  (cf«)  and  May  6tn  (gjw);  Wal¬ 
thamstow  Res.,  one  from  Sept.  4th  to  6tn  (lc  et  al.)  and  another  on  Dec. 
23rd  (ag). 

H  Hillield  Park  Res.,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  Apr.  28th  (hnhs). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  present  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  Apr.  2nd  with 
five  on  several  dates  in  January,  February  and  March.  Staines  Res.,  present 
from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  May  14th  (one)  with  a  peak  of  six  on 
Apr.  7th;  then  from  July  15th  until  Nov.  11th,  with  a  maxima  of  17  on 
Sept.  30th.  Singles  at  three  other  localities  between  Jan.  26th  and  Apr.  7th 
and  one  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  July  29th. 

B  Datchet  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  6th  (pc/);  one  at  Old  Slade  N.R.  on  Aug.  2nd 
and  Nov.  24th  (mtnhs);  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (cdh),  two  on 
Mar.  10th  with  one  until  Mar.  17th  (rbh  et  al.);  one  on  Sept.  20th  (mtnhs). 
K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  ope  Sept.  22nd  to  Oct.  23rd  (ss,pa,tjt,drg). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  18th  (dp);  Nutfield  Marsh  S.P.,  one  Dec. 
26th  and  27th;  Walton  Res.,  two  in  summer  plumage,  Aug.  11th  (pc/),  and 
singles  on  Sept.  16th  (dg«)  and  30th  (co)  and  Oct.  13th  and  14th  (pc/,co). 

12  Fulmar  (26) 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (pjv,ajg>>,jf,fcb) ;  Rainham,  one  during 

strong  winds  on  May  27th  (mkd). 

23  Leach’s  Petrel  (12) 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  23rd  (pjc/*,mjw,je,crac,trd,cww);  Brent  Res., 

one  on  Dec.  15th  (mjf)( 

25  Gannet  (27) 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  an  immature  on  Sept.  15th  (dje,im«);  Epsom  Common, 

an  adult  flew  over  on  Dec.  31st  (dm/?). 

The  first  records  since  1973;  two  in  one  year  being  very  exceptional. 


26  Cormorant  (28) 

E  Maxima  at  roosts :  Walthamstow  Res.,  1 20  on  Oct.  6th  (ca)  ;  Fisher’s  Green, 
110  on  Feb.  18th  (gjw). 

H  Present  in  Lea  and  Colne  Valleys  throughout  the  year.  Maxima  40  at  Rye 
Meads  in  January  and  35  at  Rickmansworth  in  February. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  95  on  Jan.  7th,  86  on  Dec.  23rd  (je);  Wraysbury  Res., 
51  on  Mar.  3rd,  76  on  Nov.  24th  (avm,pn,rbh).  Inner  London:  many 
records  during  the  winter  months  of  up  to  six  birds  in  or  flying  over  the 
Royal  Parks  or  along  the  River  Thames. 

B  Datchet  Res.,  35  on  Jan.  14th  (rey). 

K  The  only  records  away  from  the  Thames  were  of  single  birds  at  Sevenoaks 
G.P.  and  Ruxley  in  January,  February,  November  and  December. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  maximum  216  on  Dec.  1st  (co). 
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27  Shag  (29) 

E  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  from  Nov.  15th  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  with  four  on  Dec.  23rd  (jf,pf,lc,rl/z)  ;  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  on 
Dec.  16th  (Mce). 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  one  on  Feb.  24th  (hnhs);  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  singles  on  Feb. 
28th  and  Mar.  2nd  (dsf,cib);  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Mar.  1st  (hnhs,rrd). 

M  Singles  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  from  Apr.  29th  to  May  5th,  Staines  Res. 
from  Dec.  23rd  to  29th,  and  King  George  VI  Res.  on  Dec.  23rd  (mo). 
Inner  London:  River  Thames  between  Blackfriars  and  Westminster 
Bridges,  up  to  three  all  first-year  birds  from  Jan.  31st  to  May  31st  (p ct, 
whd,pjs  n). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  one  on  Dec.  24th  (jah,pn). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  on  Nov.  3rd  and  one  on  24th  (gch,pfh).  River 
Thames  at  Rainham,  one  on  Dec.  8th  (mkd). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  flying  down  river  on  Jan.  13th  (rbh);  Walton  Res.,  an 
immature  trapped  in  a  water  inlet  on  Dec.  23rd  (pc?)- 


30  Bittern  (38) 

E  Singles  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Jan.  7th,  Fisher’s  Green  on  Jan.  29th  and 
Nazeing  on  Feb.  18th  (JF,PF,Mce). 

H  One  or  two  observed  at  several  gravel  pits  in  the  Lea  Valley  on  many  dates 
up  to  the  end  of  March;  four  at  Rye  Meads  on  Jan.  13th  and  14th  (mo). 

M  Ashford,  one  on  Jan.  20th  (frc  et  al.). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  one  from  Feb.  4th  to  17th  (rrg,gj). 

K  R.uxley  G.P.,  one  present  from  the  end  of  1978  remained  until  mid-March, 
a  second  being  reported  on  Jan.  5th  (pa  et  a!.);  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  from 
Jan.  16th  to  22nd  and  one  on  Feb.  17th  (gch,pfh). 


35  Squaeco  Heron 

E  Hainault  Forest,  one  seen  flying  over  on  June  23rd  (mk). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  T,ily  1st  (rmrg,hnhs). 

Accepted  by  British  rds  Rarities  Committee,  these  two  records,  in  all 
probability  the  same  individual,  are  the  first  for  the  London  Area  this 
century. 

39  Grey  Heron  (30) 

Reported  widely  in  all  months. 

Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  88  occupied  nests  (ags  et  al.);  Waltham  Abbey,  25 
occupied  nests  (tgl);  Thurrock,  a  roosting  flock  present  from  early  August 
reached  a  maximum  of  60  on  Nov.  1 8th. 

H  At  a  site  established  in  1977,  five  pairs  reared  only  two  or  three  young,  due 
to  disturbance. 

M  Kempton  Park,  at  least  34  occupied  nests  (dp);  one  pair  nested  at  a  new 
locality.  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  18  pairs  reared  20  young  (jpw). 
K  Swanscombe,  a  flock  of  60  on  Jan.  7th  (gbc). 

S  Gatton  Park,  three  or  four  pairs  bred  (dac). 
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46  Mute  Swan  (84) 

Breeding  pairs  were  reported  as  follows : 

Inner  Totals 

Essex  Herts  Middx  London  Bucks  Kent  Surrey  1979  1978 
Pairs  5  11  11  2  -  1  9  39  69 

Localities  5  10  11  2  -  1  9  38  60 

Reported  numbers  declined  to  the  level  of  1977,  the  apparent  increase  in 
1978  being  a  reflection  of  the  census  carried  out  in  that  year. 

Flocks  of  50  or  more  were  reported  only  from  Herts.-Rye  Meads,  50  in 
January  and  Bushey  Lake,  Bury  Lake  and  Rickmansworth  Aquadrome 
between  56  and  61  in  December.  Lower  Thames,  Blackwall,  70  on  Jan. 
30th  and  51  on  Feb.  24th,  Greenwich,  53  on  Feb.  11th  and  Limehouse  72 
on  Nov.  3rd. 


47  Bewick’s  Swan  (86) 

E  Girling  Res.,  eight  flew  N  on  Jan.  1st  (pjv);  Nazeing,  19  on  Feb.  23rd  (mc*). 
H  Stocker’s  Lake,  an  injured  bird  present  from  Nov.  3Fd  to  6th  (igj,kj,rro, 

JD  ft). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  three  on  Dec.  23rd  (pn).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park 
and  Kensington  Gardens,  separate  flocks  of  40  and  80  flew  NE  on  Feb. 
23rd  (dab,thc). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  six  flew  S  on  Dec.  8th  (eeg). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  13  flew  E  on  Jan.  1st  (dpc);  Epsom,  seven  flew  SE  on 
the  same  day  (sg). 

48  Whooper  Swan  (85) 

E  Rainliam,  four  on  Jap.  22nd  (mkd). 

M  Staines  Res.,  14  on  Jan.  1st  (ajs  el  al.). 

47/48  Bewick’s/Whooper  Swan 

M  Osterley  Park,  14  flew  NE  on  Jan.  1st  (dgh).  Inner  London:  St.  James’s 
Park,  20  flew  WNW  on  Jan.  3rd  (av). 

S  Dulwich,  20  or  21  flew  W  on  Jan.  1st  (awa). 

49  Bean  Goose  (78) 

H  Maple  Cross,  two  on  Feb.  16th  (hnhs). 

There  were  several  small  parties  of  this  species  seen  along  the  south  and 
east  coasts  at  this  time  in  company  with  flocks  of  Pink-footed  and  Barnacle 
Geese  moving  in  from  the  colder  wintering  areas  on  the  continent.  The 
fourth  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

50  Pink-footed  Goose  (78) 

Numerous  records  were  received  which  clearly  refer  to  escaped  birds;  the 
observation  recorded  here  may  relate  to  wild  ones. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  Feb.  18th  (psh). 
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51  White-fronted  Goose  (76) 

E  Girling  Res.,  26  flew  S  on  Jan.  27th  (pjv,gjw);  Wanstead  Park,  50  flew  E 
on  Jan.  28th  (rb),  while  25  were  seen  at  Dagenham  Chase  on  the  same  day 
(gat);  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  41  from  Feb.  23rd  to  March  4th  (mo). 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  about  50  flew  N  on  Jan.  28th  (jf);  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  three 
from  Jan.  27th  to  Feb.  22nd  (trd).  Rye  Meads,  two  on  Feb.  11th  (hnhs). 
West  Hyde,  nine  on  Jan.  6th  decreasing  to  seven  on  the  7th  and  three  from 
Jan  27th  to  Feb.  21st  (cib,igj,je). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  73  on  Jan.  28th  in  three  flocks  of  which  19  flew  ESE, 
22  flew  W  and  32  flew  SE  (je).  The  flock  of  32  was  also  seen  over  Staines 
Moor  heading  SE  and  the  19  went  S  over  Staines  F.es.  earlier  in  the  day 
(cww,hwe).  Springwell  Lake,  c.  70  flew  S  also  on  Jan.  28th  (afb).  Staines 
Res.,  two  on  Jan.  1st  and  two  on  Feb.  9th  (jas).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park, 
about  200  flew  NE  on  Feb.  23rd  (dab). 

B  Datchet  Res.  31  on  Jan.  28th  (eeg).  See  also  Queen  Mary  F.es.  (M).  Wrays- 
bury  G.Ps.,  two  adults  flew  W  on  Jan.  1st  (frc,cdh). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  48  flew  SW  on  Jan.  28th  (drg);  200  flew  E  on  Mar.  4th 
(lfw,slw). 

53  Greylag  Goose  (75) 

All  records  probably  relate  to  birds  originating  from  captive  stock.  Breeding 
records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  pair  bred;  up  to  60  at  several  Colne  Valley  localities 
in  most  months. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  maxima  of  26  on  Jan.  13th,  25  on  Feb.  25th,  up  to 
43  during  August  and  September,  37  on  Oct.  7th  and  35  on  Nov.  25th  (mo). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  max.  345  in  September  (gch,pfh). 

49-53  Grey  Goose  sp. 

M  Harefield  Moor,  six  on  Jan.  6th  (igj,kj).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  four 
flying  W  on  Jan.  24th  ,  70  SW  on  Jan.  28th,  and  150  SW  on  Jan.  29th  (jpw); 
Hyde  Park,  between  80  and  100  flew  NE  on  Feb.  23rd;  were  probably 
Whitefronts  (dab). 

[54  Snow  Goose] 

B  The  escaped  bird  present  at  Wraysbury  G.Ps.  at  the  end  of  1978  remained 
in  the  area  throughout  1979. 

55  Canada  Goose  (82)  . 

Breeding  records  and  larger  counts  are  given. 

E  Bred  at  Walthamstow  Res.  (23  broods),  South  Weald  Park,  Navestock  and 
Fisher’s  Green.  Walthamstow  Res.,  max.  150  on  Aug.  4th  (ca). 

H  Bred  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (12  pairs),  Cheshunt  G.Ps.  (two  broods)  and  on  the 
River  Lea  near  Kings  Weir.  West  Hyde,  250  in  January  (hnhs);  Stocker’s 
Lake,  300  on  Oct.  2nd  (jrbs)  and  Nov.  7th  (je),  and  350  on  Oct.  22nd  (jd«). 

M  Bred  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (five  or  six  pairs),  Shepperton  G.P.  (three 
pairs),  Gunnersbury  Park  (three  pairs),  Harefield  Place  G.P.  and  Harrow. 
Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  max.  340  on  Aug.  15th  (je).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  pair  bred;  maximum  count  290  on 
Sept  6th  (dab). 

B  Bred  at  Wraysbury  G.Ps.  (six  broods)  and  Langley  G.P.  (four  broods). 

K  Bred  at  Kelsey  Park.  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  max.  106  on  Aug.  16th  (gch,pfh). 

S  Bred  at  Gatton  Park  (seven  pairs),  Godstone  (five  pairs),  Nutfield  (two 
pairs).  Carshalton,  Cobham,  Earlswood  Lake,  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  Rich¬ 
mond  Park  and  Weybridge. 
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56  Barnacle  Goose  (81) 

Small  numbers  of  feral  birds  were  present  at  a  number  of  localities  through¬ 
out  the  year;  the  following  record  is  almost  certainly  of  wild  birds.  The  first 
record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  13  with  White-fronted  Geese  from  Feb.  23rd  to  Mar.  4th 
(mo). 

57  Brent  Goose 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  four  on  Mar.  17th  (AJGy.pjv);  Rainham, 

Jan.  5th  and  Oct.  6th  (mkd). 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  15th  (jas);  Brent  Res.,  four  on  Feb. 
es«,aw/). 

59  Egyptian  Goose 
All  records  refer  to  escaped  birds. 

E  Fisher’s  Green,  five  from  mid-March  onwards;  one  pair  attempted  to  breed 
(lvpg,gjw). 

H  Up  to  five  at  several  localities  in  the  Lea  Valley  in  April  to  June  (mo). 

M  Kempton  Park,  two  on  July  28th,  singles  on  Sept.  30th  and  Oct.  6th  (dp, 
mt). 

60  Ruddy  Shelduck 

All  records  are  of  feral  birds. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  pair  throughout  the  year  (jf). 

M  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  a  pair  on  Feb.  18th  (gcg);  Harefield  Moor  G.P., 
one  on  July  1st  (avm). 

S  A  female  on  the  River  Thames  near  Kew  Bridge  on  several  dates  between 
late  July  and  mid-October  (rbh). 

Shelduck  (73) 

Pairs  in  the  breeding  season,  larger  counts  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given.  Otherwise  reported  in  flocks  of  up  to  1 3  (but  mainly  in  single  figures) 
from  about  37  localities,  compared  with  only  23  localities  in  1978  and  12  in 
1977. 

Rainham  Marsh,  three  broods  raised.  Other  records  from  Thameside 
localities  are  considered  with  the  related  records  under  Kent. 

Kempton  Res.,  two  pairs  bred;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  pair  bred.  20  flew 
over  Staines  Res.  on  Sept.  1st.  Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park,  ducklings 
raised  in  the  park  from  captive  birds  are  not  always  wing-clipped  and  full 
winged  birds  continue  to  be  present,  perhaps  in  part  accounting  for  the 
increase  in  records  of  small  numbers  throughout  the  area. 

Wraysbury  G.P.,  three  pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  but  no  nesting 
reported. 

The  monthly  maxima  for  the  River  Thames  and  adjacent  localities  were  as 
follows : 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May  June 

Aug  Sept 

Oct 

Nov  Dec 

(E)  Rainham  Marsh 

200 

100 

200 

50 

30  30 

45  70 

60 

110  100 

(E)  Barking 

65 

(E)  W.  Thurrock 

138 

(K)  Swanscombe 

130 

108 

Thames 

260 

108 

110 

25 

The  majority  of  the  birds  on  the  Thames  counts  occurred  at  Rainham  and 
Barking. 

S  Hersham  S.F.  A  pair  present  in  mid-June.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
one  on  Jan.  31st. 


61 

E 

M 

B 

K 


(80) 
singles  on 

19  th  (hjf, 
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63  Mandarin 

The  stronghold  of  this  species  in  the  London  Area  is  the  river  valleys  and 
woodlands  of  Surrey.  All  records  outside  Surrey  are  given,  and  apart  from  a 
breeding  record  in  Essex  were  outside  the  breeding  season. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  pair  bred  (jf).  Fisher’s  Green,  a  drake  on  Oct.  27th  and 
Nov.  18th  (prk,gjw).  King  George  V  Res.,  a  male  on  Jan.  6th  and  a  female 
on  Oct.  21st  (jf). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  a  male  from  Jan.  3rd  to  8th  (cib,jdm,rap).  Hamper  Mill, 
a  pair  on  Jan.  13th  (hnhs,igj,kj). 

M  Canon’s  Lake,  one  during  October  (hhs).  Darlands  Lake,  three  males  on 
Sept.  5th  (trd,jd«).  Osterley  Park,  two  on  Feb.  3rd  and  a  male  on  Oct.  7th 
(dgh.cww).  Stanwellmoor,  a  male  on  Feb.  28th  and  Mar.  3rd  (avm,pn, 
cww).  Totteridge  Valley,  two  on  Mar.  4th  (dw/i).  Whitewebbs  Park  Pond, 
a  male  on  Feb.  12th  (prk). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  eight  on  Jan.  14th,  a  pair  on  Feb.  10th,  seven  on  Nov. 
11th  and  one  on  Nov.  18th  (frc,gct,avm  et  al.). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Oct.  13th  (rjc).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  10th  and 
from  Sept.  1st  to  3rd  (gch  et  al.). 

S  At  least  20  pairs  were  present  during  the  spring  at  17  localities,  but  breeding 
was  proved  at  only  two  of  these  -  four  pairs  at  Cobham  along  the  River 
Mole  and  one  pair  at  Walton-on-the-Hill.  The  only  flocks  to  exceed  ten 
were  at  Cobham,  40  on  Oct.  27th  (mt).  and  Woodlands  Park,  35  on  Jan. 
7th  (dp). 


WILDFOWL 

Table  1.  Monthly  wildfowl  counts  -  mean  of  November  to  February  counts, 
or,  in  italics,  peak  winter  counts. 


1975/76 

1976/77 

1977/78 

1978/79 

1979/80 

Wigeon 

202 

(255) 

152 

285 

192 

Gadwall 

105 

103 

102 

113 

156 

Teal 

981 

889 

615 

1,657 

1,327 

Mallard 

2,606* 

2,864* 

2,777 

3,265* 

2,220** 

Shoveler 

672 

534 

538* 

677 

465 

Pochard 

1,081 

1,049* 

799 

1,156 

5,355 

Tufted  Duck 

3,735 

3,047* 

2,569 

4,066 

6,969 

Goldeneye 

166 

(106)* 

103 

106 

188 

Smew 

7 

8 

22 

37 

9 

Goosander 

112 

53 

149 

292 

151 

*  Incorporates  extrapolated  figures  in  excess  of  10%  of  total  count  in  one  or  more  months. 
The  figures  in  brackets  for  1976/77  are  unreliable  as  King  George  VI  Res.  which  holds  a 
large  proportion  of  the  total  number  of  those  species  in  our  Area  was  generally  not  counted 
in  that  season. 

**  Omits  Gafton  for  which  no  counts  received  since  1977/78  when  there  were  100-200  in 
mid-winter. 

The  comments  in  heavy  type  at  the  beginning  of  the  relevant  species  account 
refer  to  the  monthly  counts  in  the  1979/80  season,  and  the  mean  (or  peak) 
counts  for  the  five  latest  seasons  appear  in  Table  1.  The  notable  feature 
of  1979/80  was  the  record  numbers  of  Tufted  Ducks  and  Pochards  at 
Staines  Res.,  which  put  the  indexes  for  these  two  species  to  the  highest 
(by  a  wide  margin)  since  the  count  commenced  in  1947/48.  Curiously,  other 
waters  did  not  record  any  similar  increase.  As  a  result  of  the  Staines  flock 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  cold  weather  in  January  and  February  the 
estimated  totals  of  ducks  on  the  census  waters  and  Lower  Thames  in 
January  and  December  1979  returned  to  the  levels  achieved  in  the  late 
1960s  and  early  1970s  as  shown  in  Table  2. 
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Table  2.  Approximate  aggregate  totals  of  census  counts  and  Lower  Thames 
counts  in  January  and  December  1979. 


Jan 

Dec 

1975 

14,000 

13,000 

1976 

10,000 

11,000 

1977 

10,000 

8,000 

1978 

8,000 

11,000 

1979 

23,000 

18,000 

64  Wigeon  (50) 

1979/80.  See  Table  1.  After  last  season’s  peak,  numbers  dropped  to  a 
level  more  typical  of  the  past  five  seasons,  though  still  higher  than  in  the 
decade  previous  to  that. 

1979.  The  larger  counts  and  an  Inner  London  record  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  up  to  17  in  January.  Monthly  maxima  at  Rainham 
were:  January-25;  February-150;  March-60;  April-8;  December-30. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  15  in  January;  Rye  Meads,  13  in  January;  Rickmans- 
worth  G.P.,  40  in  January  and  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  87  on  Feb.  23rd. 

M  Very  large  numbers  appeared  at  Staines  Res.  in  the  cold  weather  of  Janu¬ 
ary  and  February;  there  were  100  on  Jan.  13th  but  205  the  next  day,  dec¬ 
lining  to  only  20  at  the  end  of  the  month.  By  Feb.  3rd  the  total  was  as  high 
as  316  but  continued  to  fluctuate  markedly  until  the  peak  count  of  350  + 
on  the  18th  (jah,pn).  Numbers  declined  rapidly  in  March.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  max.  was  86  on  Dec.  28th.  Maxima  at  the  other  principal  localities 
were:  King  George  VI  Res.,  70  in  February  and  93  in  December;  Staines 
Moor,  500  on  Feb.  6th;  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  up  to  85  in  January  and  63 
in  February  were  regarded  as  exceptional  for  that  part  of  the  Colne  Valley 
(cib)  ;  Wraysbury  Res.,  80  on  Jan.  28th;  Kempton  Park  Res.,  26  in  February 
and  32  in  November.  Inner  London:  a  female  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Oct. 
18th  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  20  on  Oct.  28th;  Datchet  Res.,  60  on  Jan.  6th. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  130  on  Feb.  23rd  were  doubtless  part  of  the  Rainham 
flock. 

S  Maxima  at  the  principal  localities  were :  Barn  Elms,  January-75 ;  February- 
41  and  December-18;  Island  Barn,  40  in  January;  Walton  Res.,  70  in 
January  and  26  in  October;  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  40  in  February. 

67  Gadwall  (49) 

1979/80.  See  Table  1.  After  five  seasons  of  virtually  static  numbers,  the 
index  increased  by  nearly  50%. 

1979.  Larger  numbers  and  breeding  season  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  58  on  Feb.  24th  and  22  on  Mar.  10th. 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  22  in  February  and  18  in  October;  Rye  Meads,  39  in 
February.  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  pair  summered. 

M  Staines  Res.,  29  in  January;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  29  in  March;  Wraysbury 
Res.,  45  in  January;  Brent  Res.,  26  in  October  and  25  in  December; 
Kempton  Park  Res.,  49  in  November. 

B  Datchet  Res.,  29  in  February;  Old  Slade  N.R.,  26  in  March  and  60  in 
December;  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  50  in  January,  26  in  September  and  a  pair 
in  May. 

K  Orpington,  20  in  February;  Ruxley  G.P.,  max.  11  in  February  and  a  pair 
there  on  June  9th;  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  max.  23  in  January.  On  the  Lower 
Thames  a  count  of  61  on  Feb.  24th  constitutes  the  highest  number  recorded 
on  this  section  of  the  river. 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  favoured  localities  were  Barn  Elms  and 
Island  Barn  Reservoirs,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  Lonsdale  Road  Res. 
came  back  into  favour.  The  maxima  at  the  principal  waters  were  as  follows: 


Barn  Elms 
Londsale  Road 
Pen  Ponds, 
Richmond  Park 
Island  Barn 
Walton 


63  (January)  and  71  (February)  35  (October) 


14  (February) 
22  (February) 


81  (December) 
18  (December) 


40  (March) 

1 1  (January)  28  (September) 


A  female  was  recorded  at  Lonsdale  Road  Res.  on  June  22nd  (rbh). 


Teal  (46) 

1979/80.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  fell  back  from  the  all-time  peak  of  the 
previous  season,  but  the  index  was  still  higher  than  in  any  earlier  winter. 

1979.  The  larger  counts  are  given.  There  were  no  breeding  season  records 
this  year. 

Wm.  Girling  Res.,  450  Jan.  14th;  Walthamstow  Res.,  100  in  February  and 
March;  Upminster,  100  in  January.  At  Rainham  numbers  fluctuated  mark¬ 
edly,  1,000  in  January  increasing  to  2,500  on  Feb.  10th,  but  declining  to 
1,000  again  by  24th;  a  further  decrease  to  500  on  Mar.  3rd  and  4th  was  only 
temporary,  there  being  1,000  by  the  9th.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  200  on  Oct. 
13th. 

The  highest  count  in  this  sector  was  130  at  Rye  Meads  in  January.  Elsewhere 
numbers  did  not  exceed  60. 

Staines  Res.,  300  in  early  January  increased  to  900  on  the  14th;  numbers 
fluctuated  between  500  and  900  thereafter  until  a  peak  of  1,000+  on  Feb. 
18th,  145  in  December.  King  George  VI  Res.,  157  in  February  and  500  in 
December;  Wraysbury  Res.,  80  in  January. 

Old  Slade  N.R.,  61  in  November.  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  56  in  November. 
Counts  from  the  Lower  Thames  were  January-336;  February-322  and 
March-88.  The  majority  were  on  the  Rainham  and  Barking  stretches. 
Littlebrook  G.P.,  up  to  80  in  February. 

Barn  Elms  R.es.,  176  in  December;  Island  Barn  Res.,  500  in  January 
and  350  in  December;  Walton  Res.,  120  in  January  and  98  in  October; 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  330  in  November;  Hersham  S.F.,  130  in  February. 


Mallard  (45) 

1979/80.  See  Table  1.  Although  one  area  of  moderate  importance  has 
not  been  counted  for  two  seasons,  so  that  extrapolation  of  counts  is  not 
possible  for  that  water,  it  is  clear  that  there  has  been  a  massive  reduction  in 
numbers,  the  index  being  the  lowest  since  counts  began. 

1979.  Counts  in  excess  of  300  are  given  or  summarized  together  with  larger 
breeding  concentrations. 

Wm.  Girling  Res.,  535  on  Jan.  14th  and  370  on  Nov.  18th;  Walthamstow 
Res.,  370  on  Jan.  1st. 

Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  320  on  Jan.  14th. 

Hareneld  Moor  G.P.,  up  to  1,000  on  several  dates  in  January  and  again  in 
September,  with  a  peak  count  of  1,200  on  Sept.  15th.  Colne  Valley  between 
Uxbridge  and  Rickmansworth,  27  pairs  raised  164  young  (rdnhs).  Shepper- 
ton  G.P.,  a  brood  of  six  ducklings  less  than  two  weeks  old  as  late  as  Nov. 
13th  (hwe).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  between 
300  and  350  January  to  March  and  429  on  Oct.  15th;  at  the  same  locality, 
at  least  20  broods  hatched. 

Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  350  on  Dec.  16th. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1979  25 


luffll&fli  Kilometres 


26 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT,  No.  44  FOR  1979 


K  On  the  Lower  Thames  complete  counts  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year 
and  in  November  revealed  1,032,  713,  677  and  629  respectively.  Sevenoaks 
G.Ps.,  300  in  January. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  355  on  Jan.  14th.  On  the  tidal  part  of  the  Thames 
in  this  sector  incomplete  counts  in  January  and  February  totalled  640  and 
570  respectively. 

72  Pintail  (52) 

Counts  from  the  Lower  Thames  are  summarized  and  other  records  of  more 
than  ten  are  given.  Otherwise  recorded  in  single  figures  from  14  localities. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  monthly  maxima  were  as  follows : 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Oct  Nov  Dec 

150  150  170  10  15  100 

M  Staines  Res.,  11  on  Jan.  4th  and  16  on  Feb.  11th. 

K  Counts  from  boats  on  the  Lower  Thames  were  82  in  January,  12  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  and  only  four  in  November.  Evidently  most  were  on  Rainham  Marsh 
(E)  rather  than  on  the  river  itself.  Dartford  Marsh,  56  on  Feb.  23rd. 

73  Garganey  (47) 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  drake  from  July  11th  to  Aug.  16th  (jf,pf,pjv). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  22nd  (hnhs). 

M  Poyle,  a  drake  on  June  17th  and  18th  (ajl</,cww);  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on 
Aug.  17th  (jah,pn);  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  4th  (mjw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  present  from  July  8th  to  Sept.  11th,  with  a  maximum  of 
seven  on  Aug.  4th  (mo). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  three  on  July  27th,  four  on  28th  (rhc);  Kew  Gardens, 
a  drake  on  Aug.  8th  (rbh);  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  several  dates  in 
late  August  end  early  September  (dac,nm). 

75  Shoveler  (53) 

1979/80.  See  Table  1.  The  pattern  of  occurrence  for  this  species  continues 
to  vary,  for  although  the  mid- winter  mean  was  down  by  around  30%,  the 
mean  for  the  September  and  October  counts  was  as  high  as  558. 

1979.  Widely  reported;  larger  counts,  breeding  and  breeding  season  records 
are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  85  on  Jan.  1st  and  60  on  Oct.  31st;  two  drakes  and  a 
duck  were  present  there  in  May  and  June  but  did  not  breed.  Wm.  Girling 
Res.,  100  on  Feb.  3rd;  Hornchurch,  50  on  Feb.  24th;  Rainham  Marsh,  70 
on  Mar.  11th,  110  on  Nov.  25th  and  200  on  Dec.  16th. 

H  Troy  Mill,  200  in  January;  Stocker’s  Lake,  100  on  Feb.  25th.  Up  to  six  at 
Rye  Meads  and  Maple  Cross  S.F.  in  May  and  June,  but  no  reports  of 
breeding. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  550  in  January  and  100  in  November  and  December; 
Wraysbury  Res.,  150  in  February;  Kempton  Park  Res.,  100  in  August, 
when  the  reservoir  was  drained:  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  120  in  January. 
Breeding  records  came  from  Brent  Res.,  one  brood  (lab),  Kempton,  one 
brood  (mjw)  and  Staines  Moor,  one  brood  (apg).  Inner  London:  unusually 
large  numbers  at  Regent’s  Park  in  the  autumn,  max.  60  on  Oct.  22nd  and 
23rd. 

B  Datchet  Res.,  121  on  Feb.  24th;  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  100  in  December. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  maximum  of  40  in  February  and  31  in  October. 

S  Barn  Elms,  83  in  January  and  February  and  128  in  December;  Queen 
Elizabeth  II  Res.,  166  in  January  and  298  in  September  declining  to  only 
14  in  December;  Walton  Res.,  120  in  October.  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  a 
drake  on  June  4th. 
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76  Red-crested  Pochard  (54) 

Despite  the  number  of  sightings  it  seems  probable  that  several  individuals 
wandered  within  the  area.  Although  the  true  status  of  this  species  is  clouded 
by  the  possibility  of  escapes,  it  would  appear  likely  that  some  are  undoubt¬ 
edly  wild  birds,  particularly  those  occurring  in  autumn.  The  groups  of 
birds  together,  however,  were  probably  not  wild.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  male  on  Jan.  21st  and  Apr.  8th  (pab,jf).  King  George  V  Res., 
a  male  on  Jan.  20th  (pr).  Snaresbrook,  a  female  on  Mar.  31st  (rl«).  Wal¬ 
thamstow  Res.,  a  male  on  Jan.  14th,  a  pair  on  June  24th  and  females  on 
Feb.  3rd,  June  28th,  July  1st  to  3rd  and  Aug.  9th  (jf  et  al.). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  up  to  three  or  four  individuals  seen  on  many  dates  between 
Oct.  7th  and  the  end  of  the  year  (mo). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  male  on  Jan.  7th  and  14th,  June  24th  and  Oct.  27th 
(cib,je  et  al.).  Kempton  Park,  a  male  on  Jan.  27th  (dp).  Staines  Res.,  a  male 
between  Feb.  11th  and  Mar.  12th,  and  a  pair  on  Oct.  27th,  Nov.  3rd  and 
Dec.  2nd  (cww  et  al).  Stain  Hill  Res.,  a  male  on  Oct.  13th  and  a  pair  on 
Oct.  20th  (dp).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  a  male  on  Jan.  10th  and  14th  (jf, 
gcg). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  a  female  on  Nov.  11th  (DMi). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (gfm). 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  a  male  on  May  19th  and  three  between  Sept.  29th 
and  Oct.  4th  (peb).  River  Thames  at  Walton,  a  female  on  Nov.  18th  (dkjw). 
Walton  Res.,  a  pair  between  Nov.  1st  and  24th  (per, jet). 

77  Pochard  (57) 

1979/80.  See  Table  1.  After  only  a  modest  increase  in  the  cold  weather  of 
1978/79  the  numbers  of  this  species  increased  to  an  all-time  high,  solely  by 
virtue  of  the  record  numbers  at  Staines  Reservoir.  Numbers  at  other  census 
waters  were  only  about  half  the  level  of  the  previous  season. 

1979.  There  was  a  large  influx  throughout  the  Area  in  the  cold  weather  of 
January  and  a  further  one  at  Staines  alone  in  February.  The  numbers  on  the 
Lower  Thames  in  January  were  the  highest  ever  recorded  in  the  Area.  At 
Staines  Res.  record  numbers  for  that  locality  appeared  in  the  autumn  and 
stayed  throughout  the  winter.  The  larger  counts  and  breeding  records  are 
given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  480  in  January  and  180  in  August.  Six  broods  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  and  one  at  Eagle  Pond.  Records  from  the  Lower 
Thames  at  Rainham  are  dealt  with  under  Kent  below. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  300  on  Oct.  10th;  Cheshunt  G.P.,  115  on  Mar.  3rd;  Rye 
Meads,  150  in  January.  Stocker’s  Lake,  four  pairs  summered  and  one  bred; 
another  pair  may  have  bred  at  Troy  Mill. 

M  Staines  Res.,  600  at  the  end  of  January  increasing  to  1,000  between  mid- 
February  and  mid-March.  At  the  same  locality  record  numbers  for  this 
water  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  with  2,500  on  Sept.  23rd  increasing  to 
4,000  by  the  end  of  October  and  5,000  from  Nov.  23rd  until  February  1980. 
These  figures  are  broad  estimates  as  this  species  was  mixed  with  similar 
numbers  of  Tufted  Duck  in  a  tight  raft  and  precise  counts  of  the  individual 
species  were  not  practicable.  Wraysbury  Res.,  400  in  January;  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  200  in  January;  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  300  in  January.  Breeding 
records  came  from  Brent  Res.,  two  broods,  and  Alexandra  Park  ‘attempted 
breeding,  but  no  young  survived’  (dpt).  Inner  London;  bred  in  St.  James’s 
Park,  at  least  nine  broods  and  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens. 

B  The  highest  count  in  this  sector  was  only  52  at  Datchet  Res.  on  Jan.  14th. 
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K  Complete  counts  from  the  Lower  Thames  totalled  5,835  in  January  but  only 
303  in  February  and  97  in  March.  The  numbers  in  January  were  mainly 
at  Crossness  (5,800).  This  constitutes  the  highest  count  ever  recorded  in  our 
area,  the  previous  best  being  4,000  on  the  Lower  Thames  in  February  1972. 
Other  large  counts  came  from  the  Rainham  and  Woolwich  sectors,  500  in 
February  and  684  in  January  respectively.  Littlebrook  G.P.,  up  to  1,200  in 
February. 

S  The  highest  count  in  this  sector  was  only  154  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  in  January. 

79  Ferruginous  Duck  (58) 

M  Little  Britain  Lake,  the  bird  present  from  Oct.  27th  to  Nov.  4th  was  thought 
to  be  the  same  individual  present  in  previous  years  (rrd,je). 

80  Tufted  Duck  (56) 

1978/80.  See  Table  1.  As  with  Pochard,  the  record  numbers  at  Staines 
Res.  took  the  index  to  an  all-time  high.  Unlike  that  species,  however,  the 
numbers  on  other  census  waters  were  similar  to  the  winters  preceding  1978/79. 

1979.  The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  breeding  sites  and  minimum 
number  of  broods  recorded. 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1978  broods 

59 

4 

20 

32 

3 

4 

1 

129 

sites 

7 

2 

9 

3 

1 

1 

5 

28 

1979  broods 

42 

13 

23 

41 

— 

7 

6 

132 

sites 

7 

3 

10 

4 

- 

3 

6 

33 

As  usual  comparison  between  years  is  difficult  as  records  are  not  received 
from  all  sites  in  each  year,  though  the  main  sites  were  covered  in  both 
1978  and  1979.  Allowing  for  the  increase  in  the  number  of  sites  covered  in 
1979,  however,  and  the  fact  that  there  was  an  increase  from  25  broods  to 
38  broods  in  St.  James’s  Park  in  the  two  years,  there  seems  elsewhere  to 
have  been  a  further  decline  compared  with  the  numbers  recorded  in  the 
mid-1970s.  The  only  sites  apart  from  St.  James’s  Park  where  more  than 
ten  broods  were  recorded  were  Walthamstow  Res.  (E)-33  and  the  Colne 
Valley  between  Troy  Mill  and  Stocker’s  Lake  (H)-12  broods. 

A  paper  on  the  moulting  flocks  of  Tufted  Ducks  in  late  summer  appears  on 
page  80  and  details  of  these  records  are  not  repeated  here.  Other  concen¬ 
trations  of  500  or  more  (or  sector  maxima  if  less)  are  given  or  summarized. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  max.  1,640  in  January  and  750  in  December. 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  420  in  March;  Rye  Meads,  430  in  January. 

M  As  with  Pochard  there  was  an  influx  at  Staines  Res.  in  the  cold  weather  of  * 
January,  max,  1,700  on  Feb.  18th  and  an  even  bigger  influx  in  the  autumn, 
2,500  on  Sept.  23rd  increasing  to  an  estimated  4,000  in  late  November  and 
early  December;  the  flock  had  decreased  to  a  little  under  3,000  by  the  end 
of  the  year.  Wraysbury  Res.,  1,500  in  January;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  1,080  on 
Jan.  14th  was  an  isolated  peak,  numbers  otherwise  not  exceeding  350  in  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year;  there  were  up  to  600  there  in  December. 
Stoke  Newington  Res.,  1,030  on  Jan.  14th;  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  700  on 
Jan  13th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  between  680  and  770  in  October  and  December. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  400  on  Feb.  4th;  Woolwich  Reach,  341  on  Jan.  15th. 

S  Walton  Res.,  500  on  Jan.  6th  and  320  on  Sept.  16th. 

—  Ay  thy  a  hybrids 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  drake  Tufted  x  Pochard  on  numerous  dates 
throughout  the  year  (mo);  Staines  Res.,  a  presumed  Scaup  x  Tufted  drake 
on  Dec.  8th  (gj,res)  and  a  male  Pochard  x  Tufted  on  Dec.  23rd  (pn). 
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81  Scaup  (55) 

The  usual  warning  must  be  given  regarding  certain  Aythya  hybrids  which 
can  closely  resemble  this  species. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  on  Jan.  6th,  two  remaining  to  Feb.  11th  (jf,rl«); 
King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  28th  and  Feb.  10th;  Girling  Res.,  one 
on  Jan.  28th  (jf). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  pair  on  Feb.  4th  (hnhs);  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  an  immature 
drake  on  Feb.  25th  (igj,kj). 

M  Staines  Res.,  five  on  Mar.  17th  and  18th,  three  on  several  other  dates  in  late 
February  and  March;  also  a  drake  on  Dec.  29th  (mo);  Kempton  Park  Res., 
four  on  Jan.  6th  (dp);  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  7th,  two  on  Jan.  20th, 
and  one  on  Feb.  17th  (mjr,avm,pn)  ;  Wraysbury  Res.,  a  female  on  Jan. 
21st  (eeg). 

B  Florton  G.Ps.,  a  female  from  Feb.  17th  to  24th  (eeg,cdh,rey)  ;  Wraysbury 
G.Ps.,  a  duck  on  Jan.  21st  and  a  drake  on  Mar.  18th  (eeg, FRC,Gcr) . 

K  Erith,  one  on  the  River  Thames  on  Mar.  10th  (rea,arc,jwQ,  two  drakes  on 
the  Thames  at  Rainham  on  Jan.  1st  (mkd). 

S  Walton  Res.,  a  female  on  Dec.  23rd  (pc t).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
two  ducks  on  Jan.  7th,  a  duck  and  an  immature  drake  on  Jan.  11th  (rea). 

82  Elder  (67) 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  drake  on  Jan.  7th  (dp). 

86  Long-tailed  Duck  (61) 

S  Walton  Res.,  the  female  first  seen  on  Dec.  26th,  1978,  remained  until  May 

1st  (per, jet);  a  drake  on  Nov.  10th  (per). 

87  Common  Scoter  (64) 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  17th  and  28th,  four  on  Apr.  10th 

and  one  on  Nov.  24th  (jf,ajgt,pjv)  ;  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  female  on  Jan. 
13th  (rl«)  and  a  male  on  Feb.  16th  (ca). 

M  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Feb.  18th,  June  2nd  and  24th,  and  Aug.  23rd;  two 
on  Apr.  8th  (mo);  Brent  Res.,  one  on  June  9th  (lab);  Harefield  Moor  G.P., 
one  on  Oct.  26th  (jrbs1);  Wraysbury  Res.,  three  on  Dec.  30th  (avm).  Inner 
London:  one  in  Hyde  Park  on  Apr.  30th  (rfs). 

B  Single  females  at  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  on  Feb.  24th  and  25th  and  Apr.  28th 
(mtnhs,avm,pn). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  duck  on  Jan.  1st  (gch,pfh);  Northfleet,  a  drake  on 
Feb.  17th  (lfw);  Thames,  five  at  Long  Reach,  Dartford,  on  Aug.  5th 
(pa,ss,tjt). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  two  drakes  on  Feb.  19th  and  20th,  one  on  21st  (rc^, 
tht,sm);  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  drake  on  Feb.  25th  (dp);  Clapham  Common, 
a  duck  on  Mar.  26th  (mjc). 

89  Velvet  Scoter  (62) 

H  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  two  drakes  and  a  duck  on  Jan.  23rd  (hnhs,rrd). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  drakes  and  a  duck  on  Jan.  23rd  were  presum¬ 
ably  the  same  birds  as  at  Troy  Mill  (rrd);  Staines  Res.,  a  drake  on  Feb. 
22nd  (jas,mjw). 

K  Thames:  one  at  Swanscombe  on  Jan.  7th  (gbc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  on  Jan.  27th  {per  rbh). 
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91  Goldeneye  (60) 

1979/80.  See  Table  1.  After  a  period  of  static  numbers  the  index  increased 
to  the  highest  yet  recorded,  the  previous  best  being  162  in  1972/73. 

1979.  Maxima  for  the  principal  waters  are  given.  This  species  seemed  to  be 
unaffected  in  our  Area  by  the  cold  weather,  numbers  being  unexceptional 
on  all  waters. 

E  Lea  Valley  Res.,  57  in  January  and  40  in  December. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  18  in  March  and  12  in  November;  West  Hyde  G.P.,  11  in 
February. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  50  in  February  and  55  in  December;  Staines  Res.,  49  in 
February  and  16  in  December;  Wraysbury  Res.,  54  in  January;  King 
George  VI  Res.,  24  in  December;  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  25  in  January  and 
ten  in  December. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  27  in  February  and  20  in  November. 

S  Walton  Res.,  61  in  March. 

93  Smew  (71) 

1979/80.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  fell  back  to  the  insignificant  levels  of 
1975/76  and  1976/77. 

1979.  Much  more  widespread  than  usual,  no  doubt  as  a  result  of  the  cold 
weather,  though  the  main  influx  seems  to  have  occurred  at  the  end  of 
January  and  not  at  the  beginning  of  the  freeze.  Maxima  are  given  for  the 
principal  waters  in  each  sector  and  records  from  all  others  localities  are 
summarized. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  seven  on  Jan.  1 3th ;  one  to  four  recorded  in  January  and 
February  at  King  George  V  Res.,  and  G.Ps.  at  Nazeing,  Fisher’s  Green 
and  Netherhall. 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  six  on  Feb.  4th;  one  to  four  in  January  and  February  at 
Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Rye  Meads  and  G.Ps.  at  Broxbourne  and  Troy  Mill. 
M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  17  on  Jan.  28th;  Staines  Res.,  12  on  Jan.  27th;  Wrays¬ 
bury  Res.,  26  on  Jan.  27th;  Brent  Res.,  ten  on  many  dates  in  February; 
Ferry  Lane  Sand  Pit,  Shepperton,  ten  on  Jan.  21st  and  in  February;  one  to 
nine  in  January  and  February  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  Stoke  Newington 
Res.,  Kempton  Res.,  King  George  VI  Res.,  and  Shepperton  G.P.  Inner 
London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  the  Long  Water  on  Jan.  1st  and  on 
the  Round  Pond  on  Mar.  8tfi. 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  36  on  Feb.  18th;  Horton  G.Ps.,  four  on  Feb.  17th. 

K  Chipstead,  six  on  Jan.  13th;  Sevenoaks  G.Ps.,  six  on  Jan.  6th;  Littlebrook 
G.P.,  eight  in  February;  Northfleet,  two  on  Jan.  11th. 

S  Walton  Res.,  seven  on  Jan.  14th;  one  to  five  in  January  and  February  at 
Island  Barn  Res.,  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Morden  Hall 
Park  and  Thorpe  Water  Park.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  to  three 
from  Jan.  7th  to  10th. 

94  Red-breasted  Merganser  (69) 

There  were  two  influxes  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  from  Jan.  1st  and 
from  Feb.  15th,  the  latter  coinciding  with  the  Red-necked  Grebe  influx. 
In  both  influxes  there  were  unusual  numbers  inland  throughout  Britain, 
though  the  February  influx  was  by  far  the  larger.  The  larger  flocks  and  Inner 
London  records  after  April  are  given;  the  records  for  the  early  part  of  the 
year  are  summarized,  but  are  complicated  by  movements  between  different 
localities. 
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E  King  George  V  Res.  numbers  built  up  to  five  on  Mar.  24th  (jf);  King 
George  V  Res. /Girling  Res.:  a  drake,  present  during  the  three  previous 
consecutive  winters  returned  November  1978  and  remained  until  Mar.  10th, 
returning  again  Nov.  17th  and  was  present  until  the  end  of  the  year.  It 
appeared  to  be  imprinted  on  Goosander  and  did  not  associate  with  the 
influx  mergansers  (jf).  Nazeing  G.P.,  14  on  Feb.  14th  fell  to  nine  by  the 
24th  (bcc,lvpg). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  five  on  Feb.  15th  (hnhs).  Royal  Oak/West  Hyde  G.Ps., 
five  present  from  Feb.  18th  to  22nd,  four  to  the  24th  (hnhs,dsf,pn,trd, 
je,cib). 

M  Staines  Res.,  six  on  Feb.  17th  (avm,pn)  rose  to  ten  on  the  24th  and  25th 
(dG5,jer)  and  Mar.  3rd  (rbh,cib),  fell  to  eight  on  Mar.  18th  (rbh),  the  last 
being  three  on  Apr.  8th  (pc?,pn);  at  least  12/14  birds  involved.  A  female/ 
immature  on  Dec.  31st  (res).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  a  drake  from 
Feb.  19th  to  23rd  (dab). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  11  on  Feb.  11th  (mtnhs)  and  one  on  Dec.  31st  (eeg). 

K  Broadness,  17  on  Feb.  17th  (lfw);  Northfleet,  three  flying  W  on  Aug.  27th 

(SLW). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Jan.  7th  rose  to  three  on  the  10th 


(rea). 

Jan 

Jan 

Feb 

Feb 

Mar 

Mar 

Apr 

Total  no. 

1/15 

16/31 

1/14 

15/28 

1/15 

16/31 

1/15 

of  birds 

Essex 

3 

3 

17 

34 

9 

5 

_ 

46 

Herts. 

— 

— 

— 

21 

4 

— 

— 

21 

Middx. 

4 

2 

1 

18 

14 

9 

3 

30 

Bucks. 

— 

— 

11 

3 

— 

1 

— 

14 

Kent 

1 

1 

— 

26 

4 

— 

— 

30 

Surrey 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

145 


95  Goosander  (70) 

1979/80.  See  Table  1.  Although  numbers  fell  sharply,  the  decline  was 
relatively  much  less  than  in  the  case  of  Smew,  the  index  being  the  highest 
(apart  from  that  for  1978/79)  since  1973/74. 

1979.  Somewhat  larger  numbers  occurred  than  in  recent  years;  the  larger 
counts  are  given  together  with  two  Inner  London  records. 

E  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  62  on  Feb.  25th  and  20  on  Dec.  23rd;  King  George  V 
Res.,  60  on  Jan.  6th;  Walthamstow  Res.,  33  on  Jan.  29th;  Buckhurst  Hill 
G.P.,  31  from  Feb.  21st  to  24th  (but  no  other  records  received  from  this 
water). 

H  The  maxima  occurred  in  February  at  all  of  the  following  waters:  Brox- 
bourne  G.P.-16,  Rickmansworth  G.P.-14,  Royal  Oak  G.P.-35  and  West 
Hyde  G.P.-31 ;  at  Troy  Mill  G.P.  the  max.  of  20  occurred  in  March. 

M  Monthly  maxima  at  Queen  Mary  and  Staines  Res.  were: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Dec 

Queen  Mary  120  118  100  20 

Staines  130  130  25  20 

The  largest  counts  at  Staines  Res.  were  of  birds  coming  in  from  the  west  to 
roost  at  dusk  and  there  was  almost  certainly  no  duplication  of  the  Queen 
Mary  birds.  Wraysbury  Res.,  59  in  January;  King  George  VI  Res.,  63  in 
March;  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  25  in  January. 

B  Datchet  Res.,  57  on  Jan.  29th;  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  77  in  February. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  14  on  Jan.  6th. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  25  in  January;  Island  Barn  Res.,  57  in  January 
and  53  in  February;  Walton  Res.,  45  in  February  and  51  in  March;  Thorpe 
Water  Park,  31  in  February.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  one  Jan. 
8th;  Lambeth,  one  on  the  River  Thames  on  Jan.  12th. 
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96  Ruddy  Duck 

This  species,  whose  main  feral  breeding  population  is  in  Avon  and  the 
West  Midlands,  first  appeared  in  the  London  area  in  1965,  and  has  been 
reported  in  small  numbers  in  most  recent  years.  The  following  records 
from  January  to  March,  however,  represent  the  first  sizeable  influx,  and 
show  for  the  first  time  that  this  species  is  clearly  affected  by  cold  weather. 
There  was  obviously  some  movement  between  waters,  especially  in  Middle¬ 
sex  and  Bucks.  This  was  followed  by  the  first  possible  breeding  record,  and 
observers  are  asked  to  keep  a  look  out  for  broods  of  this  species,  which 
normally  hatch  from  July  onwards. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  6th  (gjw),  two  on  Jan.  28th  and  Feb.  10th 
(jf).  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  10th  (bcc).  Walthamstow  Res.,  present  in 
January,  with  two  on  1st,  one  on  6th,  three  on  7th,  and  singles  on  13th  and 
27th  (jf). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  duck  on  Jan.  12th  (gjw).  Rye  Meads,  two  on  Jan.  7th 
(hnhs).  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  a  pair  from  Feb.  28th  to  Mar.  11th  (mo). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  7th  (jah,pn),  six  on  29th  (res),  seven  on  Feb. 
3rd  (pc/,dmf  et  al.),  one  on  25th  (jah,pn),  and  three  on  27th  (mjr).  Staines 
Res.,  ten  on  Jan.  6th,  increasing  to  12  on  20th,  13  from  Jan.  28th  to  Feb. 
5th,  with  last  two  on  Feb.  28th  (mo).  Stain  Hill  Res.,  a  drake  on  Mar.  10th 
(dp).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  singles  on  Feb.  22nd  and  Mar.  12th  (jf,rap). 
Wraysbury  Res.,  ten  on  Jan.  10th  (avm,pn)  and  21st  (eeg),  two  on  27th 
(pn),  and  five  on  Feb.  25th  (avm,pn).  At  one  locality,  up  to  two  drakes  and  a 
duck  were  present  in  June,  and  a  drake  displaying  in  July.  It  seems  likely 
that  a  pair  attempted  to  breed  at  this  site,  this  being  the  first  record  of 
possible  breeding  in  the  area. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  1st  (gc/*),  increasing  to  seven  on  4th  (dmf, 
lgf),  and  one  on  several  dates  up  to  Mar.  25th  (mo).  In  December,  one  on 
26th  and  29th,  two  on  30th  (rbh,avm,pn). 

S  Thorpe  Water  Park,  four  on  Feb.  18th  (dkjw).  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Oct. 
18th  (mt),  four  on  Nov.  18th  (jet),  two  on  24th  and  four  on  Dec.  23rd  (per). 


97  Honey  Buzzard  (98) 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  near  a  wasps’  nest  being  mobbed  by  Carrion  Crows  and 
a  Kestrel  on  Sept.  3rd  (pf). 

S  Ewell,  one  flewfE  low  over  houses,  mobbed  by  Carrion  Crows  on  May  27th 
(mjc,jrm). 

The  first  records  since  1976  and  the  seventh  and  eighth  records  for  the 
London  Area  this  century. 

98  Black  Kite 

E  South  Ockendon,  one  on  a  rubbish  dump  on  Apr.  19th  left  to  the  S  early 
the  next  day  (ara).  A  fairly  typical  habitat  in  its  European-Asian  range. 

The  record  has  been  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  and 
is  the  first  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

99  Red  Kite 

S  Epsom,  one  flew  E  on  Sept.  6th  (kde). 

This  is  the  seventh  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 


(95) 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1979 


33 


103  Marsh  Harrier  (99) 

E  Rainham,  females  on  May  15th  (ds«),  July  28th  (psaa,gcg,bds))  and 
Aug.  31st  (mkd).  An  immature/female  bird  there  on  Oct.  6th  and  7th 
(nkb,pjv). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  a  male  on  Apr.  15th  and  a  female  on  Apr.  22nd  (hnhs). 
K  Swanscombe  Marsh,  one  on  Feb.  26th  (lfw). 

An  unprecedented  showing  of  seven  in  one  year,  including  the  first  adult 
male  since  April  1965.  The  total  for  the  London  Area  this  century  is  now  19. 

104  Hen  Harrier  (100) 

E  Hackney  Marsh,  a  ‘ring-tail’  on  Feb.  25th  (dcp).  Rainham  Marsh,  two 
‘ring-tails’  present  throughout  January  to  March  and  into  April  (mo); 
on  Apr.  14th  one  noted  with  missing  primary  feathers  (dsb);  one  seen  on 
Apr.  21st  was  the  last  date  (bds).  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  ‘ring-tail’  on  Jan. 
21st  (gjw  et  al.). 

H  Moor  Park  Golf  Course,  a  ‘ring-tail’  on  Apr.  4th.  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  a  male 
on  Mar.  4th.  Symondshyde,  up  to  two,  one  a  male,  from  Mar.  2nd  into 
April  {all  hnhs). 

M/B  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  ‘ring-tail’  flew  W  across  Staines  Moor  and  Wrays- 
bury  Res.  on  Jan.  28th  (cib,eeg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  present  on  Feb.  18th  and  19th  (fpp).  St.  Mary 
Cray,  up  to  two  birds  present  between  Jan.  1st  and  23rd  (ep,rt). 

A  welcome  increase  in  numbers,  well  above  the  two  or  three  recorded 
annually  in  recent  years.  Especially  pleasing  was  the  tendency  for  birds  to 
linger  in  at  least  two  areas. 

106  Montagu’s  Harrier  (102) 

H  Maple  Cross,  a  male  hunting  over  fields  adjacent  to  A405  link  road  on 
May  18th  (dsf,trd). 

M  Staines  Res.,  an  adult  male  flew  W  on  May  7th  (rbh). 

The  first  records  since  1969  takes  the  total  to  eleven  for  the  London  Area 
this  century. 

108  Sparrowhawk  (93) 

The  status  remains  unchanged  from  1978.  In  Surrey  eight  pairs  raised 
young  sucessfully  and  a  further  three  attempted  to  nest  with  the  outcome 
unknown.  Another  pair  were  displaying  and  present  on  suitable  territory 
throughout  the  summer  months  North  of  the  Thames.  The  increase  noted 
in  the  middle  years  of  the  1970s  seems  to  have  slowed  and  no  real  move¬ 
ment  to  breed  away  from  the  Surrey  stronghold  can  be  detected. 

Accepted  records  are  given  below  in  full,  but  those  for  Surrey  are  summ¬ 
arized. 

E  Sewardstone,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (km).  South  Weald,  one  on  Jan.  20th 
(ebwps).  Stratford,  two  on  Oct.  2nd  (cwp).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  June 
30th  (nan). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  a  male  on  May  6th  (tpa),  another  at  Bishop’s  Wood  on 
June  3rd  (dmf),  and  an  immature  male  at  Bushey  Hall  Farm  on  Feb.  14th 
(cib).  Hatfield  Park,  a  female  on  June  3rd,  July  24th  and  Nov.  2nd  (hnhs). 
Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  29th  and  Oct.  6th,  two  on  Sept.  9th  (mcrg). 
Rickmansworth,  one  on  Aug.  25th  (rrd).  Stocker’s  Lake,  singles  on  Apr. 
6th  (rrd),  July  14th  and  23rd  (trd). 
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M  Bentley  Friory,  a  female  on  Sept.  30th  (ck,pw/;).  Harefield  Moor  G.P., 
singles  cn  Jan.  28th  (cib),  Feb.  4th  (avm)  and  Nov.  18th  (je).  Mill  Hill,  one 
on  July  8th  (aw/).  Osterley  Park,  one  on  Sept.  9th  (dgh).  Poyle,  single 
birds  on  Mar.  3rd  (jppw)  and  Nov.  10th  (pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on 
Jan  28th  (avm),  Feb.  25th  (jah)  and  Dec.  2nd  and  10th  (pn,mjr).  Staines 
Res.,  one  on  Jan.  6th  (pn)  and  Aug.  28th  (mjw).  West  Ruislip,  one  on  Mar. 
23rd  (je).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flying  N  on  Apr.  24th  (jpw). 

B  Black  Park,  two  on  Dec.  13th  (trd).  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one  on  many  dates  in 
April,  September  to  December  (mtnhs).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  up  to  two  seen 
regularly  January  to  March  and  again  September  to  November.  An  imma¬ 
ture  was  seen  on  Sept.  29th  and  Nov.  11th  (avm,rrg). 

K  All  records  refer  to  single  birds.  Bexley,  Sept.  16th  (drg).  Bromley 
Common,  Nov.  18th  (gd).  Chevening,  Mar.  31st  (trs).  Joyden’s  Wood, 
a  female  present  in  January  and  February  (ss).  Knockholt,  Aug.  5th  (bw r). 
Petts  Wood,  Oct.  27th  (tjt).  Pratt’s  Bottom,  Aug.  27th  (trs).  Swanley, 
Aug.  9th  (slw). 

S  Eight  pairs  raised  a  total  of  fifteen  young  to  the  flying  stage,  all  as  in  past 
years  at  well-known  sites ;  this  is  without  doubt  the  highest  known  number 
of  fledged  young  in  recent  history.  The  outcome  of  a  further  three  nests  is 
unknown.  It  is  too  early  to  safely  state  what  this  level  of  success  is  due  to, 
however,  the  control  of  toxic  agricultural  dressings  must  be  a  notable 
influence.  All  records  relate  to  single  birds,  unless  otherwise  indicated. 
Banstead,  two  on  Apr.  15th  (nm)  and  one  on  Oct.  12th  (lr).  Beddington 
S.F.,  two  on  Jan.  6th  (amc);  a  male  on  Apr.  18th  (nm)  and  a  female  on 
Feb.  23rd  (mjn)  and  Apr.  24th  (swg).  Bletchingley,  Sept.  22nd  (mrb).  Book- 
ham  Common,  a  female  on  May  19th  (res)  and  at  least  one  bird  present  in 
October  and  November  (gb^).  Carshalton,  Sept.  17th  (nm).  Caterham,  a 
female  on  Mar.  3rd  and  a  male  on  Apr.  24th  (sh).  Cheam  Village,  May  8th 
(swg).  Dulwich,  Apr.  20th  (pw/?,PBe).  Esher  Common,  Mar.  18th,  Oct. 
4th,  Dec.  16th  and  28th  (crac,mt).  Epsom  Common,  a  female  on  Oct.  21st 
(whd).  Godstone,  Mar.  4th  (kco)  and  Nov.  23rd  (bam).  Hinchley  Wood, 
Jan.  24th  (sbws).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  Jan.  9th  (rhc).  Kew  Gardens,  one  on 
three  dates  in  April  and  on  Nov.  13th  (rbh).  Kinsgton  Vale,  three  dates  in 
July  (bam).  Limpsfield,  Sept.  2nd  (kco).  Park  Downs,  June  1st  (nm). 
Reigate,  Mar.  19th  and  21st  and  July  3rd  (rhc).  Richmond  Park,  a  female 
on  Nov.  20th  (rde).  Surbiton,  Aug.  12th  (vet).  Titsey  Hill,  July  10th. 
Woldingham,  Sept.  27th,  Oct.  19th  and  Nov.  8th  (igm). 


97/109  Buzzard  sp. 

M  Ashford,  one  flew  W  on  July  24th  (frc). 

K  Bexley,  four  together  on  July  24th  (sjg).  Eden  Park,  one  circling  high 
drifted  NNE  on  June  7th  (gd). 

S  Kew  Gardens,  two  soaring  together  on  Oct.  10th  (rs n). 

109  Buzzard  (91) 

IT  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Jan.  28th  (hnhs). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  soaring  over  Parliament  Hill  Fields  on  Aug.  29th 
(pd). 

S  Surbiton,  one  gliding  N  on  May  5th  (jet).  Sutton,  one  on  Mar.  10th  (at). 

110  Rough-legged  Buzzard  (92) 

E  Thorndon  Park-Childerditch,  one  flew  NE  on  Jan.  4th  (mgw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (rrd). 

The  12th  and  13th  records  for  the  London  Area  this  century.  Both  occurred 
during  or  just  after  a  severe  cold  weather  movement  of  birds  from  the  North. 
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113  Osprey  (103) 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one  on  Sept.  16th  (ce/?). 

M  Edgware,  Seven-acre  Lake,  one  on  Apr.  26th  (mft). 

S  Bletchingley,  one  on  Sept.  22nd  (mrb).  Gatton  Lake,  an  immature  from 
Nov.  17th  to  Dec.  12th  when  it  was  seen  flying  high  to  the  SE  (rhbf,dpc 
et  al.). 

The  unprecedented  dates  of  the  Gatton  bird  not  only  make  it  the  first 
December  record  and  the  second  winter  record  for  the  London  Area,  but 
also  the  latest  date  for  the  country. 


Kestrel 

All  reports  of  breeding  are  summarized  in  the  following  table:- 

(110) 

Essex 

Herts  Mx\ Bucks 

Inner 

Lond 

Kent  Surrey 

Total 

Proved  Breeding  8 

6  8 

4 

13  9 

48 

Possible  Breeding  - 

3 

5 

11  6 

25 

73 

Whilst  it  is  known  that  all  breeding  pairs  are  not  reported  each  year,  this 
total,  almost  identical  to  last  years,  is  a  notable  decrease  from  1977  and 
1975.  This  would  appear  to  be  almost  entirely  due  to  a  lack  of  records,  more 
than  a  fluctuating  population.  It  was  noted  as  under-reported  in  Essex  and 
again  there  were  no  records  from  the  Royal  Parks.  Inner  London  numbers 
also  dropped  and  as  two  new  sites  were  used  this  suggests  that  the  highest 
total  proved  breeding  -  8  in  1977  -  does  not  represent  the  highest  density. 

All  Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given  below: 

Bankside  Power  Station,  one  on  May  10th  (dab).  Brick  Lane,  White¬ 
chapel,  one  on  June  6th  (pjs /■/).  Chelsea  Creek,  one  pair  probably  bred  on 
gasometers  (thas).  County  Hall,  Westminster,  one  pair  displaying  in 
March  (pet).  cuaco  Building,  E.C.3,  four  together  in  early  July  (pjcr). 
Jamaica  Road,  Bermondsey,  one  on  July  19th  (pjs/?).  Knightsbridge,  one  on 
June  24th  (thas).  Marylebone,  one  pair  bred  on  British  Railways  Board 
Headquarters  (jpw).  Nine  Elms,  one  pair  raised  one  young  (thas).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  pair  possibly  bred  (jpw).  St.  Luke’s,  Redcliffe  Square,  one  pair 
raised  three  young.  St.  Luke’s,  Sydney  Street,  one  pair  bred  (thas).  St. 
James’s  Park,  one  seen  regularly  in  June  (rgg).  Westminster,  an  old 
breeding  site,  one  seen  on  many  dates  in  the  breeding  season  (pjs//). 

118  Merlin  (107) 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  male  on  Dec.  22nd  (bls). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  female  on  Nov.  1st,  10th  and  23rd  (gar).  Staines  Res., 
one  on  Jan.  14th  (rbh,avm,pn)  and  Apr.  29th  (avm).  Inner  London:  St. 
James’s  Park,  one  circling  high  pursued  by  Black-headed  Gulls  before 
departing  NW  on  Jan.  3rd  (av). 

A  very  good  year,  five  in  one  year  is  without  precedent  in  the  London  Area. 

119  Hobby  (104) 

Another  poor  year  with  no  nesting  attempted.  All  records  refer  to  single 
birds. 

E  Sewardstone,  May  5th  (pf).  Waltham  Abbey,  July  22nd  (km).  Epping 
Forest,  one  found  injured  and  taken  for  care  at  the  Conservation  Centre 
on  Sept.  6th  (efg).  King  George  V  Res.,  Sept.  3rd  (gjw). 
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H  West  Hyde,  one  on  Apr.  29th  caught  a  House  Martin.  Bury  Lake,  May  11th 
(avm).  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  May  20th  and  June  24th  (cib).  Harefield  Road, 
Rickmansworth,  June  8th  (rrd).  St.  Albans,  one  chasing  Starlings  on  July 
2nd  (hnhs).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Aug.  5th  (hnhs),  and  one  over  Rickmans¬ 
worth  the  same  day  (igj).  Stocker’s  Lake,  Sept.  7th  (avm). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  Apr.  22nd  (rbh,pn).  Staines  Res.,  May  7th  (rbh). 
Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  singles  on  May  11th  and  Sept.  5th,  6th,  14th  and 
20th  (rdnhs,cib).  Harefield  Chalk  Pit,  June  8th  (je).  Weybeards  Farm, 
Harefield,  one  flew  SSW  on  July  16th  (rdnhs).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  July  17th, 
Sept.  8th  and  13th  (jas,avm,pn). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  May  22nd  and  July  17th  (mtnhs).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  May 
26th,  June  4th  and  24th  (rbh,avm,rrg). 

K  Orpington,  All  Saints  Churchyard,  an  immature  on  Sept.  16th  (pdg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  May  5th,  10th  and  Aug.  20th  (ggc,swg,nm).  Godstone, 
May  30th,  June  6th  and  10th  ( per  kco).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  July  1st  and 
Aug.  3rd  (cm,rhc).  New  Haw,  July  8th  (esb).  Limpsfield  Common,  Sept. 
2nd  (kco). 

123  Peregrine  (105) 

M  Inner  London:  Whitechapel,  one  flew  over  on  Jan.  27th  (rbh). 

S  Kew  Gardens,  a  female  wearing  jesses  on  Apr.  27th  (rbh). 

129  Red-legged  Partridge  (115) 

Pairs  were  noted  at  the  following  locations,  and  large  counts  are  given. 

E  Abridge,  two  pairs.  Beckton,  one  pair.  Cranham,  one  pair.  Girling  Res., 
two  pairs.  Hainault,  three  pairs.  Harlow,  described  as  a  common  breeder. 
Havering,  three  pairs.  Navestock,  six  pairs.  Rainham,  two  pairs.  Ockendon, 
24  on  Nov.  2nd  (mkd). 

H  Radlett,  one  pair.  Rye  Gate  Farm,  three  pairs.  Great  Westwood,  30  on 
Oct.  16th  (jrb^). 

M  Heston,  one  pair.  Poyle  G.P.,  20  on  Jan.  20th  (avm). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  only  record  for  Bucks.,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (rbh). 

K  Bromley  Common,  one  pair.  Dartford  Marsh,  present  in  numbers,  though 
only  one  pair  known  to  have  bred.  Littlebrook,  one  pair.  St.  Mary  Cray, 
two  pairs.  Greenhithe,  14  on  Dec.  24th  (cgg). 

S  No  records  of  breeding,  highest  covey  numbers  were,  1 5  at  Bletchingley  on 
Oct.  28th  and  12  at  Nutfield  Marsh  S.P.,  on  Dec.  16th  (mrb,dpc).  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  two  on  Feb.  21st  (rea). 

\ 

130  Grey  Partridge  k  (116) 

Breeding  season  localities  (one  pair  unless  otherwise  stated)  and  coveys  of 
over  five  are  given. 

E  Cranham,  four  pairs.  Hainault,  two  pairs.  Harlow,  two  pairs.  Havering, 
two  pairs.  Navestock.  Nazeing,  four  pairs.  Romford,  Dagenham,  12  in 
August.  Rainham,  18  in  December  (mkd). 

H  Cuffley,  Radlett,  two  pairs.  West  Hyde,  a  nest  with  20  eggs  was  found  in 
the  garden  of  a  large  house.  Symondshyde,  16  on  Feb.  4th  (gcg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  pair  with  young.  Osterley  Park,  25  on  Jan.  9th  (dgh). 

B  No  breeding  records.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  eight  on  Mar.  3rd  (rrg). 

K  Bromley  Common,  Dartford  Marsh,  several  pairs  bred,  14  there  on  Oct. 
13th  (pa,tjt). 

S  Woodlands  Park,  one  pair  bred.  Hersham  S.F.,  eight  on  Dec.  2nd  (dp). 
Holmethorpe  S.P.,  11  on  Oct.  9th  (dpc). 
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131  Quail 


(117) 


S  Bookham  Common,  at  least  one  bird  heard  calling  from  a  cornfield  in  the 
early  dawn  on  two  dates  in  June  (lb,rdhh,bar). 


(135) 


133  Pheasant 


There  was  a  welcome  increase  in  the  number  of  records  sent  in,  however 
these  did  not  suggest  any  change  in  the  population  which  has  remained 
fairly  stable  in  recent  years.  The  Pheasant  is  a  very  adaptable  species  and 
can  live  alongside  us  almost  unobtrusively  on  the  fringes  of  the  capital. 
Numbers  in  Kent  are  augmented  annually  by  the  release  of  many  young 
birds  by  a  shooting  syndicate.  Large  counts  are  given. 

E  Passingford,  22  on  Oct.  21st  (mkd). 

H  Great  Westwood,  60  plus  on  Oct.  10th  (jrbs). 

S  Chipstead,  a  gathering  of  about  200  in  pasture  is  the  highest  number 
recorded  in  the  London  Area  this  century,  prior  to  this  190  together  in 
Richmond  Park  April  1952  was  the  record. 


136  Water  Rail  (120) 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  records  received  continued.  Some  of  the 
highest  numbers  in  recent  years,  especially  in  Herts.,  were  reported.  There 
were  no  breeding  jecords  but  the  retiring  habits  of  the  bird  do  not  make  it 
the  easiest  of  nests  or  broods  to  find,  however  birds  did  remain  throughout 
the  summer  months  in  at  least  three  localities.  All  sites  of  winter  occurrence 
are  given  (singles  unless  otherwise  stated). 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (2),  Fisher’s  Green,  Sewardstone  (2),  Walthamstow  Res., 
West  Thurrock  (2). 

H  Batchworth  (4),  Bury  Lake,  Cassiobury  Park  (9),  Cheshunt  G.P.,  Croxley 
Hall  G.P.  (3),  Frogmore,  Hilfield  Park  Res.  (2),  Holyfield  Marsh  G.P., 
Kings  Weir  G.P.,  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (2),  Moor  Park,  River  Lea,  Dobbs 
Weir,  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (11),  Stanborough,  Stocker’s  Lake  (2),  Troy  Mill 
G.P. 

M  Brent  Res.  (2),  Darlands  Lake,  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  Isleworth,  Kempton 
Park  (2),  Moorhall  G.P.,  Ruislip  Lido,  Staines  Moor  (2).  Inner  London: 
Fenchurch  St.,  E.C.3,  one  sat  all  day  on  the  first  floor  window  sill  of  the 
National  Westminster  Bank  on  Nov.  15th;  still  present  the  next  day,  but 
flew  off  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  catch  it  (tl). 

B  Denham,  Old  Slade  N.R.,  Ranston  Covert.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  in 
January,  one  in  February  and  December. 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  two  in  January,  three  in  February,  one  in  March. 
Ruxley  G.P.  (6),  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  St.  Paul’s  Cray. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Beddington  S.F.,  Fetcham  Mill  Pond,  Gatton  Lake, 
Hersham  S.F.,  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (2). 

137  Spotted  Crake  (121) 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  one  from  Feb.  11th  to  16th  (cib).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P., 
one  on  Mar.  23rd  and  25th  (hnhs).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  caught  and 
ringed  on  Sept.  29th  was  still  present  the  next  day  (mcrg). 

Three  in  one  year  is  a  good  showing,  the  first  record  is  from  a  favourite 
locality. 
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142  Moorhen 


(126) 


As  in  1978  a  good  breeding  distribution  was  apparent  from  the  records 
received  and  high  numbers  in  winter  gatherings  were  noted.  Large  counts 
and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  80  on  Dec.  31st  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  54  on  Feb.  21st 
(ca). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  70  on  Feb.  17th  (rap).  Hatfield,  River  Lea,  95  in  Nov¬ 
ember,  86  in  December.  Stocker’s  Lake,  50  in  March  (hnhs). 

M  Brent  Res.,  60  on  Jan.  1st  (ck).  Inner  London:  Chelsea  Creek,  one  pair 
raised  three  young  (thas).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  three  terri¬ 
tories  held  (dab). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  47  on  Feb.  4th  (drg). 

S  Cobham,  River  Mole,  19  pairs  bred  along  26km  of  the  river,  an  increase 
over  1978  when  only  11  pairs  bred  (dkjw).  Bookham  Common,  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  accident  involving  two  immatures  killed  by  swallowing  some  fishing 
line  and  hooks  highlights  the  recent  publicity  given  to  the  undesirable 
practice  of  anglers  discarding  unwanted  tackle.  Hersham  S.F.,  40  on  Feb. 
17th  (gbp).  Kew  Gardens,  44  on  Jan.  18th  (rbh).  Nower  Wood,  Headley,  a 
pure  white  albino  bird  on  Sept.  1st  (whd).  Inner  London:  Southwark  Park, 
one  pair  raised  five  young.  William  Curtis  Ecological  Park,  a  juvenile  bird 
seen  on  Oct.  1st  was  present  until  killed  by  a  cat  on  Oct.  8th  (jco). 

145  Coot  (127) 

Large  counts  and  Inner  London  breeding  concentrations  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow,  considerable  fluctuations  in  January  and  February  suggest¬ 
ing  a  moving  population;  the  peaks  were  620  on  Jan.  6th  and  865  on  Feb. 
3rd;  between  480  and  570  from  July  to  September,  but  under  300  there¬ 
after. 

H  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  550  in  February;  Stocker’s  Lake,  680  in  December;  counts 
in  excess  of  400  were  also  received  from  Rickmansworth  and  West  Hyde 
G.Ps. 

M  Brent  Res.,  400  on  Nov.  24th;  Kempton  Park  Res.,  750  on  Nov.  17th; 
Stoke  Newington  Res.,  420  on  Jan.  14th;  Shepperton  G.P.,  590  on  Jan. 
14th.  Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park,  21  nests. 

B  Horton  G.Ps.,  410  on  Feb.  18th;  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  740  in  January  and 
780  in  September  and  October. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  200  on  Feb.  4th. 

S  Walton  Res.,  700  in  January  and  650  in  October. 


151  Oystercatcher 


(131) 


E  Aveley,  one  on  May  29th  (dsb).  Rainham  Marsh,  up  to  four  in  the  breeding 
season,  but  no  evidence  of  nesting  (mo).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Feb. 
11th  (jf),  two  on  Feb.  20th  (pf),  and  one  on  Aug.  27th  (pab). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  22nd  (tpa). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  three  W  on  Aug.  3rd,  and  one  SE  on  Aug.  19th  (mjr). 
Staines  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  24th  (cww),  three  on  Mar.  19th  (rgh)  and  one 
on  Sept.  3rd  (pjs«)- 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  pair  between  Mar.  31st  and  June  3rd  did  not  breed 
(drg,ss);  singles  on  July  27th,  Aug.  5th  and  7th  (drg).  St.  Paul’s  Cray, 
ten  flew  SSW  over  Hollingwell  Wood  on  Aug.  17th  (khp).  Swanscombe 
Marsh,  two  on  Apr.  14th  and  15th  (drg). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  on  Mar.  4th  (jwj).  River  Thames  at  Kew  Gardens, 
one  flew  down  liver  on  Aug.  6th  (jm). 
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153  Avoeet 


(185) 


An  unprecedented  number  of  records  during  the  autumn  months,  but  all 
confined  to  sites  along  the  Lower  Thames  and  Lea  Valley,  with  some 
individuals  clearly  moving  from  one  locality  to  another  along  the  river. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Mar.  17th  (jmh  et  al.)\  in  autumn,  the  first  bird 
arrived  on  July  30th  and  was  still  present  the  following  day  (mkd),  there 
were  two  from  Aug.  11th  to  13th,  seven  on  17th,  increasing  to  15  on  19th 
(nan),  and  two  remaining  until  Sept.  2nd  (mo);  four  were  present  on  Sept. 
8th  (pf)  and  five  on  9th  (mkd).  Barking,  two  on  Aug.  20th  (kb?).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  9th  (gbs)  and  two  from  Aug.  12th  to  17th  (jf,ajgj, 
isr,pjv).  West  Thurrock,  six  on  Aug.  18th,  19th  and  23rd,  and  three  on 
Aug.  26th  (jdh). 

* 

154  Stone-curlew  (189) 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  19th  ( mh ). 


158  Little  Ringed  Plover 


(135) 


First  arrivals  were  two  at  Hersham  S.F.  (S),  and  one  at  Littlebrook  G.P. 
(K),  both  on  M[ar.  18th  (drg,mt).  The  latest  reported  was  at  Rainham 
Marsh  (E)  on  Oct.  7th  (pjv).  A  summary  of  breeding  records,  together  with 
the  larger  counts  of  migrants,  is  given. 

E  A  total  of  15  to  16  pairs  at  five  sites,  but  only  one  pair  known  to  be  success¬ 
ful  in  rearing  young.  At  three  sites,  at  least  10  pairs  were  unsuccessful  due 
to  infilling  of  gravel  pits.  Rainham  Marsh,  a  very  high  maximum  of  75  on 
Aug.  6th  and  11th  (mkd, pjv),  possibly  the  largest  flock  on  record  in  Britain. 
Walthamstow  Res.,  27  on  July  26th  (ajgt).  A  Rainham  juvenile  ringed  on 
Aug.  18th  was  recovered  at  Arles,  France,  on  Aug.  26th  (drg). 

H  Two  pairs  present  at  one  site,  with  up  to  five  migrants  at  nine  other  sites. 

M  Seven  pairs  reported  from  three  sites.  At  one  site,  one  pair  bred  successfully, 
and  at  least  four  pairs  bred  at  a  second  locality.  Peak  counts  of  migrants 
at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  were  nine  on  Apr.  21st,  and  19  on  Aug.  1st  (avm,pn). 

B  At  one  site,  at  least  three  pairs  present  in  April,  and  two  pairs  with  four 
young  each  in  July. 

K  Present  at  six  sites,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding.  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  12  on 
Apr.  22nd  and  nine  on  July  7th  (gch,pfh). 

S  Nine  pairs  at  five  sites;  at  one  site  nest  and  young  destroyed  by  heavy  earth 
moving  equipment,  and  similar  disturbance  reported  from  another  site. 
At  least  two  pairs  were  successful. 


159  Ringed  Plover  (134) 

Present  at  inland  sites  from  Mar.  4th,  with  the  main  spring  passage  as  usual 
in  May,  peak  counts  being  12  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  on  May  9th,  and  ten  at 
Kempton  East  Res.  on  May  19th.  Apart  from  breeding  sites,  present  in 
June  only  at  Poyle  (one  on  24th),  Kempton  East  Res.  (four  on  16th),  and 
Wraysbury  G.P.  (one  on  2nd  and  18th). 

There  were  fewer  breeding  records  than  usual.  At  London  Airport,  two 
pairs  raised  four  young  at  the  site  first  used  in  1977  (jas).  Along  the  Thames, 
two  pairs  were  seen  with  young  at  Rainham  Marsh  (mkd),  a  pair  bred 
successfully  at  Dartford  Marsh  (jdh,ss),  and  at  least  eight  pairs  held 
territories  at  Swanscombe  (lfw). 
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Autumn  passage,  first  noted  inland  in  early  July,  continued  until  Oct.  6th. 
The  largest  counts  came  from  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  where  the  maximum  was 
73  on  Aug.  24th  (pc7,jah,avm,pn).  The  only  inland  winter  record  was  of 
one  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Nov  1st  (jppw)  and  11th  (psaa). 

On  the  Lower  Thames,  peak  monthly  counts  for  each  section  of  the  river 
are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May  June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Crossness 

— 

— 

2 

1 

—  — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rainham 

— 

150 

— 

30 

4 

25 

40 

180 

— 

70 

20 

Dartford 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

3 

13 

— 

— 

— 

70 

Thurrock 

120 

30 

130 

— 

Swanscombe 

160 

70 

19 

1 

-  16 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

161  Kentish  Plover  (136) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  19th  and  25th  (mkd,nan). 

The  15th  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

165  Golden  Plover  (140) 

A  wider  scattering  of  records  than  usual,  with  some  large  flocks  away  from 
traditional  haunts. 

E  Fairlop,  three  on  Nov.  1st,  20  on  Dec.  29th,  and  288  on  Dec.  31st  (mkd). 
Fisher’s  Green,  two  on  Mar.  18th  and  one  on  20th.  Girling  Res.,  three  on 
Feb.  7th  (gjw).  Hainault,  40  on  Feb.  3rd  (bds).  King  George  V  Res.,  eight 
on  Feb.  18th  (gjw)  and  33  flying  N  on  Mar.  14th  (km).  Rainham  Marsh, 
ten  on  Jan.  13th  (mkd),  one  on  July  1st  (pjv),  12  W  on  Nov.  10th  (mkd), 
and  eight  on  Dec.  31st  (jmh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  3rd  (rl«). 
H  Hampermill,  between  100  and  200  on  Dec.  29th.  Leavesden  Aerodrome, 
c.  50  on  Oct.  16th  and  24th.  Maple  Cross,  c.  50  on  Nov.  18th.  Rickmans- 
worth,  up  to  50  in  February.  Symondshyde,  30  in  October,  and  200  in 
November  (hnhs). 

M  Littleton,  two  on  Mar.  17th  (prk).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  20th 
(gcg).  Poyle,  20+  on  Apr.  13th  (ajl^).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  W  on  Aug. 
3rd  (mjr).  Staines  Moor,  low  numbers  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  maxima  of 
30  on  Jan.  20th  (dmf)  and  63  on  Dec.  29th  (avm,rbh).  Staines  Res.,  flocks 
of  up  to  25  flying  over  on  five  dates  between  Jan.  6th  and  Mar.  20th  (cww 
et  al.)y  and  25  E  on  Nov.  10th  (avm,pn). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  28th  (eeg).  Horton  G.P.,  three  on  Jan.  1st  (cdh). 

Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  NW  on  Aug.  27th  (res). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  23rd  (dfy).  Orpington,  two  SE  on  Feb.  12th 
(njt). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  16th  (swg),  11  on  17th  (dac)  and  one  on 
Aug.  21st  (nm). 

166  Grey  Plover  (139) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Jan.  1st,  singles  on  Apr.  8th,  July  22nd,  and  Aug. 

31st,  and  on  six  dates  in  October  and  November  (maxima  of  eight  on  Oct. 
20th  and  four  on  Nov.  10th),  singles  on  Dec.  8th  and  22nd  (mkd, pjv). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  May  10th  (lvpg). 

M  Kempton  East  Res.,  one  on  May  14th  (dp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  June 
2nd  (avm,pn).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  4th  (gj),  three  on  June  2nd  (jas), 
12  on  Oct.  2nd  (avm),  and  one  on  Oct.  28th  (pn). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  27th  (pa),  five  on  Nov.  3rd  and  4th,  two  on 
18th,  and  one  on  Dec.  22nd  (drg,tjt).  Swanscombe,  one  on  Feb.  4th 
(djmQ  flying  down  river,  and  one  on  Feb.  26th  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  May  11th  and  15th  (jd/j).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on 
May  5th  (rdhh). 
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169  Lapwing  (133) 

The  large  cold  weather  movement,  which  began  on  Dec.  30th,  1978,  with 
the  onset  of  severe  weather  continued  into  1979  on  a  smaller  scale.  On  Jan. 
1st,  with  the  whole  of  the  London  Area  under  deep  snow,  1,100  flew  SW 
over  Wraysbury,  where  there  were  at  least  a  further  2,000  birds  on  the 
ground.  At  six  other  localities,  a  total  of  1,950  birds  were  counted  on  the 
same  day.  Records  for  the  rest  of  January  and  February  suggest  further 
small  movements  throughout  both  months,  and  it  is  perhaps  significant 
that  the  large  flocks  usually  at  a  peak  at  this  time  of  the  year,  were  missing, 
the  highest  count  after  Jan.  1st  being  571  at  Swanscombe  Marsh  on  Feb. 
17th. 

Widely  reported  in  the  breeding  season,  with  an  excess  of  80  pairs  breeding 
or  on  territories,  though  doubtless  still  very  much  under  recorded. 

The  usual  mid-summer  dispersal  of  breeding  birds  was  evident  in  the  Colne 
Valley  before  the  end  of  May,  and  there  were  85  at  Navestock  by  June 
3rd.  As  usual,  most  movements  at  this  time  of  year  were  between  N  and 
W. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  largest  flock  reported  was  c.  1000  at  Oekendon 
on  Dec.  29th. 

170  Kn  at  (169) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Feb.  25th  (rbh)  and  July  15th  (mkd),  four  on 
July  18th  (pjcr).  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  7th  (ca),  Aug.  27th 
and  29th  (lc,fcb),  and  Sept.  8th  (rl«). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  18th  (lvpg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  from  Aug.  24th  to  29th  (pc/,rbh,jah,avm,pn)  and 
one  on  Nov.  25th  (pci). 

K  Broadness,  one  on  Feb.  26th  (lfw). 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  18th  (dg«). 

171  Sanderling  (181) 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug.  25th  (ajgt,pjv). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  20th  (avm,pn),  and  four  from  Aug.  27th  to 
Sept.  2nd  (rbh,jah,avm,pn).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on 
Feb.  15th,  on  the  edge  of  the  Round  Pond  during  a  snowstorm  (thc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  18th  (rbh).  Walton  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  18th 
(jet). 

175  Little  Stint  (171) 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  21st  (jf  et  al.).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  or  two 
between  July  15th  and  25th,  one  on  Aug.  4th,  and  up  to  eight  (on  Oct.  13th) 
between  Sept.  2nd  and  Oct.  27th  (mo).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  Sept. 
10th  to  14th  (jf  et  al.). 

M  Kempton  East  Res.,  seven  on  July  28th,  one  on  Aug.  25th,  and  three  on 
Sept.  8th  (dp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  present  in  autumn  from  Aug.  3rd  to  Oct. 
28th  (mo),  maximum  six  on  Sept.  5th  (avm)  and  8th  (jas);  one  on  Nov. 
10th  (pcQ. 

S  Walton  Res.,  two  on  July  28th  (co). 

180  Pectoral  Sandpiper  (176) 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  from  Sept.  12th  to  20th  (pg,rbh,rs«  et  al.). 

Records  for  the  London  Area  now  total  21  this  century,  but  this  is  the 
first  time  two  birds  have  been  seen  together. 
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182  Curlew  Sandpiper  (179) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  July  31st,  Aug.  4th  and  16th,  two  on  27th,  and 
six  on  31st,  increasing  to  25  on  Sept.  2nd  and  3rd,  19  on  Sept.  4th  and  15 
on  9th  (mkd,ajg}>  et  al .);  singles  in  October  on  4th  (ajg>0,  20th  (mkd)  and 
27th  (jmh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (lc). 

M  Kempton  East  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  2nd  (dp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  present  from 
Aug.  15th  to  Oct.  2nd,  mostly  one  or  two,  but  five  on  Sept.  4th,  nine  on 
5th,  eight  on  7th,  five  on  8th,  and  six  on  9th  (pc/,jah,avm,pn,jas). 

183  Purple  Sandpiper  (170) 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  from  Aug.  23rd  to  26th  (gch,pfh). 

184  Dunlin  (178) 

On  the  Lower  Thames,  numbers  were  again  at  a  very  low  level  compared 
with  counts  in  the  early  part  of  the  decade.  Apart  from  one  count  of  2,000 
at  Rainham  at  high  tide  in  early  March,  no  other  flocks  exceeded  the  1,000 
mark.  The  following  table  summarizes  records  for  each  section  of  the  river, 
and  shows  peak  monthly  counts  for  all  months  except  May  and  June,  when 
no  records  were  received. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Woolwich 

14 

1 

Barking 

— 

100 

80 

Rainham 

— 

1000 

2000 

50 

30 

50 

50 

— 

210 

500 

Dartford 

160 

— 

— 

— 

4 

10 

— 

— 

250 

250 

Swanscombe 

— 

450 

20 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Thurrock 

— 

500 

— 

— 

— 

— 

200 

— 

— 

At  inland  sites,  most  suitable  habitat  was  completely  frozen  during  the 
first  two  months  of  the  year  and  only  small  numbers  were  seen,  mostly 
on  the  edge  of  concrete-banked  reservoirs,  with  a  maximum  of  22  at  Wrays- 
bury  Res.  on  Jan.  21st  (eeg).  Autumn  passage  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  reached  a 
maxima  of  23  on  Aug.  24th  (mo),  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  at  this 
site,  numbers  reached  52  on  Nov.  25th  (per),  and  also  up  to  50  at  nearby 
Staines  Moor  in  December.  Elsewhere,  although  there  wrere  numerous 
records,  numbers  did  not  exceed  eight. 


188  Ruff  *  (184) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  up  to  Mar.  9th,  with 
maxima  of  30  on  Feb.  25th  (gat)  and  36  on  Feb.  24th  (dsb);  the  only  spring 
record  was  of  two  on  May  12th  (pjv).  Autumn  passage  from  July  14th  to 
Oct.  27th  with  maxima  of  24  on  Aug.  16th,  26  on  Aug.  25th  and  20  on 
Oct.  13th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  from  Aug.  15th  to  20th  and 
two  on  Aug.  22nd  and  26th  (lc). 

M  In  the  Staines  area,  observations  are  summarized  in  the  table  below,  which 
gives  the  peak  monthly  counts  for  the  main  sites. 


Perry  Oaks  S.F. 

Jan 

Staines  Res. 

14 

Staines  Moor 

8 

Wraysbury  Res. 

5 

Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July 
7  1  —  —  —  — 


6 


Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

9  11  11  8  13 

—  —  —  —  15 


K  Broadness  Marsh,  seven  on  Feb.  17th  and  12  on  Mar.  17th  (lfw).  Dartford 
Marsh,  three  on  Mar.  22nd  and  16  on  Mar.  25th  (drg).  Swanscombe,  one 
on  Aug.  26th  (sjg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  present  in  small  numbers  from  Aug.  3rd  to  Sept.  9th, 
with  maxima  of  seven  on  Aug.  28th,  29th  and  Sept.  5th  (mo). 
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189  Jack  Snipe  (147) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  to  three  from  Jan.  5th  to  Apr.  7th  and  one  to  five 
from  Sept.  23rd  until  the  end  of  the  year  (mkd,jmh  et  al.).  One  to  three 
recorded  at  six  other  localities  in  the  winter  months. 

H  One  to  three  recorded  at  seven  localities  in  the  winter  months  (mo),  espec¬ 
ially  in  the  period  January  to  March. 

M  Bedfont  Quarry,  one  on  Sept.  30th  (rrg).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on 
Feb.  21st  (je).  Poyle,  one  on  Mar.  11th  (avm,pn).  Staines  Moor,  two  on 
Jan.  14th  (aw/). 

B  Iver  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (mtnhs).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  singles  on  Feb. 
23rd  and  27th  (gcf,rrg);  one  on  Mar.  3rd  and  three  on  Nov.  4th  and  10th 
(eeg). 

K  One  or  two  recorded  at  five  localities  in  the  winter  months,  especially  in  the 
period  January  to  March  (mo)  and  eight  on  Mar.  17th  at  Broadness  (lfw). 
Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  3rd  (ss). 

S  One  to  five  recorded  at  eight  localities  in  the  winter  months  (mo),  especially 
in  the  period  January  to  March,  with  the  exception  of  eight  on  Mar.  30th 
and  Nov.  24th  at  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (rhc),  and  seven  in  February  at  Her- 
sham  S.F.  (dp). 

190  Snipe  (145) 

All  breeding  season  records  and  the  largest  winter  flocks  are  given. 

E  Beckton,  bred,  one  or  two  drumming  (cwp).  Berwick  Ponds,  40  on  Jan. 
4th.  Rainham  Marsh,  100  on  Feb.  18th  and  80  on  Dec.  22nd  (mkd). 

H  Croxley  Hall  G.P.,  60-70  on  Jan.  1st  and  14th  (cib,rrd).  Croxley  Moor, 
two  displaying  on  Apr.  22nd  (rap).  Hampermill,  120  on  Oct.  27th  (cib). 
Moor  Lane,  80+  on  Mar.  4th  (avm).  Stanstead  Abbots,  three  drumming  on 
Apr.  7th  (hnhs). 

M  Fray’s  Farm,  Uxbridge,  35  present  including  one  drumming  on  Apr.  10th 
and  again  on  June  18th  (pn).  Poyle,  31  on  Apr.  13th  (pn),  and  36  on  Dec. 
29th  (avm).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  singles  on  Feb.  19th  and  Oct.  22nd 
(dab). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  20+  on  S6pt.  29th  (avm)  and  23  on  Oct.  7th  (rrg). 

K  Broadness,  40  on  Feb.  2nd,  86  on  Feb.  26th  and  52  on  Mar.  17th  (lfw). 
Dartford  Marsh,  30-40  maximum  in  March  (drg).  Sevenoaks  G.P., 
monthly  winter  maxima  of  30  in  January,  50  in  February  and  68  in  March 
(gch,pfh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  maximum  of  210  from  Feb.  19th  to  24th  (nm).  Hersham 
S.F.,  c.  50  on  Mar.  11th  (dp)  and  51  on  Dec.  9th  (eu). 


194  Woodcock  (148) 

In  winter  one  to  three  were  recorded  from  several  localities  in  all  counties. 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Jan.  6th  and  singles  on  four  other 
dates  from  Jan.  5th  to  Apr.  2nd  (jpw).  William  Curtis  Ecological  Park,  one 
on  Jan.  6th  (jco).  All  breeding  records  are  summarized  below. 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  up  to  five  roding  and  three,  considered  to  be  juveniles, 
flying  in  June  (jed,jf,prk).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  roding  on  May  1st 
(hnhs). 

S  Sightings  of  roding  birds  were  recorded  from  10  localities  (mo).  A  nest  with 
eggs  was  found  at  Nower  Wood,  Headley,  but  the  female  was  killed  by  a 
fox  (rhbf). 
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195  Black-tailed  Godwit  (154) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  six  on  Apr.  28th  (rbh).  10  on  July  13th  (jmh),  singles  on 
July  7th,  15th  (mkd)  and  18th  (pjcr),  and  two  on  Sept.  4th  (ebwps). 

M  Kempton  East  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  22nd  (dp).  Kempton  Park,  two  on  Sept. 
30th  (mt).  Staines  Moor,  two  on  Mar.  20th  (lfr)  and  Mar.  31st  and  one  on 
Apr.  16th  (jppw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  July  24th  (vjm),  one  adult  and  three  juveniles  on 
July  30th,  the  juveniles  remaining  until  Aug.  8th;  one  juvenile  on  Aug. 
13th  (j Dh,  am t).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  three  on  July  26th,  27th  and  28th  (mrb). 

196  Bar-tailed  Godwit  (155) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  July  28th  (pjv)  and  singles  on  Feb.  18th  (mkd), 
May  12th  (pjv),  Aug.  18th  (bds)  and  Aug.  19th  (nan).  West  Thurrock, 
five  on  Aug.  26th  (mkd). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  7th  (mjr). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  May  6th  (rjc). 


198  Whimbrel  (151) 

E  Girling  Res.,  five  on  Apr.  8th  (jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  May 
4th  (pjv)  and  7th  (gjw).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (mkd),  four 
on  May  12th  (pjv)  and  two  on  July  15th  (reh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  16  on 
Aug.  17th  (cf/z). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  21st  (lvpg). 

M  Hanworth  Air  Park,  one  SW  on  July  31st  (mjw).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Apr. 
22nd  (avm,pn)  and  singles  on  Apr.  18th  (mjr)  and  Sept.  4th  (mjw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  singles  on  Apr.  4th  (rrg)  and  22nd  (mtnhs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  July  27th  (pa,ss).  Northfleet,  one  on  Apr.  1st 
(slw).  Swanscombe,  three  on  May  6th  (rjc). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  May  13th  (swg).  Chiswick,  one  on  Aug.  8th 
(av).  Dulwich  Woods,  .four  on  July  28th  (pw n).  Kew  Gardens,  four  on 
Aug.  20th  (rbh). 

199  Curlew  (150) 

All  sightings  have  been  summarized  in  the  following  table 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  812  4  6  —  3  —  13  3  2  —  — 

Total  birds  9  19  4  7  —  3  —  66  4  2  —  — 

The  largest  parties  seen  were  12  flying  W  at  Rye  Meads  on  Aug.  18th 
(hnks),  12  flying  W  at  Wraysbury  G.P.,  on  Aug.  19th  (res)  and  10  at 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  on  Aug.  19th  (cb). 


201  Spotted  Redshank  (162) 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  3rd  (gjw).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on 
May  6th  (pjv),  one  or  two  on  ten  dates  between  Aug.  6th  and  Sept.  9th 
(mo).  West  Thurrock,  six  on  Sept.  9th  (pn),  and  one  on  Oct.  27th  (mkd). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  4th  (je).  Kempton  East  Res.,  singles  on 
Aug.  27th  and  Sept.  1st  (dp).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  6th  (cib). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one  on  July  13th  (mtnhs). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  July  8th  (mn),  two  between  Aug.  7th  and  10th 
(jd h).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  singles  on  Aug.  19th  and  29th  (rhc). 
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202  Redshank  (161) 

Lower  Thames  counts  are  summarized  in  the  table  below  showing  peak 
monthly  totals  for  each  section  of  the  river  recording  20  or  more. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 


Dartford  180  25  100  —  —  9  —  5  —  —  37  37 

Thurrock  _  60  —  —  —  —  —  —  50  274  200  — 

Swanscombe  30  80  43  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  22  — 


Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flying  over  on  Feb.  8th  (jpw).  Surrey 
Docks,  four  on  Feb.  3rd  (rea). 

In  the  Staines  area  peak  monthly  counts  are  shown  in  the  following  table 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.  —  24656131  18  10 

Staines  Moor  Res.  1  1  12  12  2  1  1  —  —  —  —  10 

All  possible  and  proved  breeding  records  are  shown  under  counties  below. 

E  Abridge,  one  pair  attempted  to  nest.  Rainham  Marsh,  six  pairs  bred  (mkd). 
H  Cheshunt,  one  pair  displaying  on  Mar.  1 8th  (rl/j). 

M  Kempton  Park,  one  or  two  pairs  attempted  to  breed  (dp).  Staines  Moor, 
one  adult  with  young  on  July  31st  (apg). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  pairs  displaying  in  May  (rrg). 

K  Broadness,  about  five  territories,  juveniles  seen  on  June  6th  (lfw).  Dartford 
Marsh,  probably  bred,  at  least  three  pairs  present. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  ‘breeding  suspected’  (swg),  two  pairs  displaying  between 
Apr.  14th  and  July  14th  (dac). 


204  Greenshank  (165) 

E  Girling  Res.,  five  on  Sept.  8th  and  two  on  16th  (jf).  King  George  V  Res., 
six  on  Aug.  19th  (pjv),  eight  on  Sept.  3rd  (gjw)  and  one  on  Sept.  16th  (jf). 
Rainham  Marsh,  autumn  passage  from  July  7th  to  Oct.  13th  with  maxima 
of  15  on  July  28th,  Aug.  31st  and  Sept.  2nd  (mkd,ag  el  al.).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  autumn  passage  from  Aug.  18th  to  Sept.  16th,  maxima  of  nine  on 
Aug.  26th  (lc).  West  Thurrock,  three  on  Aug.  29th  (mkd)  and  four  on 
Sept  9th  (pn). 

H  St.  Albans  G.P.,  two  on  Sept.  4th  (hnhs).  Singles  on  five  dates  at  five  other 
localities. 

M  Kempton  East  Res.,  one  on  May  5th  and  two  on  12th,  two  on  July  28th, 
six  on  Aug.  25th  and  two  on  Sept.  2nd  (dp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  and  Staines 
Res.,  autumn  passage  of  one  to  three  on  many  dates  between  July  15th  and 
Sept.  24th  (mo).  Singles  also  recorded  from  six  other  localities  in  autumn. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  May  13th,  one  to  three  on  several  dates  from 
July  7th  to  Oct.  14th  (mo). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Aug.  29th  (dfy)  and  five  on  Sept.  16th  (pa,ss). 
Little’orook  G.P.,  three  on  Sept.  19th  (ss).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May 
13th  and  one  or  two  on  several  dates  in  August  and  September  (gch,pfh). 
Thamesmead,  singles  on  Aug.  31st  and  Sept.  5th  (pjs«). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  generally  one  or  two  on  various  dates  in  May,  June  and 
from  July  to  September,  but  six  on  Aug.  21st  (sa  et  al.).  One  to  three  also 
recorded  at  six  other  localities  in  autumn. 
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208  Green  Sandpiper 


.  (156) 


In  winter  one  or  two  were  recorded  at  several  localities  in  all  counties  with 
one  record  of  four  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (M)  on  Dec.  4th.  In  spring,  mainly 
singles  were  recorded  from  about  1 5  localities. 

The  main  autumn  passage  extended  from  mid-July  to  early  September. 
By  far  the  largest  numbers  occurring  at  Rainham  Marsh  (E)  with  maxima 
of  40  on  July  19th  (jmh)  and  70  on  July  23rd  (mkd,ag).  Elsewhere,  sightings 
of  up  to  eight  were  recorded  at  numerous  localities  from  all  counties. 


209  Wood  Sandpiper 


(157) 


E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  Aug.  27th  and  singles  on  seven  dates  between 
Aug.  4th  and  Sept.  16th  (mkd  et  al.).  West  Thurrock,  two  on  Aug.  27th 
(jdh). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  from  Aug.  14th  to  17th  inclusive  and  one  on  Aug. 
20th  (jah,avm,pn). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Aug.  2nd  and  3rd  (ce«,ss). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  May  9th  and  11th  and  two  on  12th.  One  to 
three  recorded  on  eight  dates  from  Aug.  21st  to  Sept.  9th  (mo). 

211  Common  Sandpiper  (159) 

Winter  records  and  Inner  London  sightings  are  given.  Passage  records  are 
summarized  in  the  final  paragraph. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  on  Feb.  3rd  and  18th  (mkd),  one  on  Dec.  31st  (jmh). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  singles  on  Jan.  28th  (hnhs,mcrg)  and  on  Feb.  20th 
(trd)  and  Feb.  21st  (je).  Stocker’js  Lake,  one  on  Jan.  18th  (smm).  Troy  Mill 
G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  29th  (igj,kj). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  on  Feb  23rd  (rdnhs).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles 
on  Jan.  20th  (mjr),  27th  (pn),  29th  (gj),  Feb.  3rd  (cib,arc)  and  Feb.  17th 
(pn).  Springwell  Water  Cress  beds,  one  on  Feb.  20th  (jd«,trd).  Staines 
Res.,  twq  on  Jan.  7th  (rbh)  and  singles  on  five  other  dates  in  January 
and  one  on  Feb.  18th  (mo).  Wraysbury  Res.,  singles  on  Jan.  6th  and  14th 
(avm,pn).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  on 
Aug.  15th  and  singles  on  May  2nd  (dab)  and  Aug.  22nd  (mc/i).  Regent’s 
Park,  singles  on  Apr.  25th,  May  9th  and  July  27th  (jpw). 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames,  Westminster,  one  on  May  2nd  (pjs«). 

In  the  London  Area  as  a  whole,  passage  records  were  reported  from  a  large 
number  of  localities.  In  spring,  mostly  of  one  or  two  in  April  and  May 
except  for  a  record  of  10  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  on  May  14th  (gch,pfh),  and 
another  of  eight  on  the  River  Thames  at  Hammersmith  on  May  6th  (peb). 

In  autumn,  the  passage  was  far  more  widespread  and  numerous  with  the 
peak  from  mid-July  to  early  September.  Highest  counts  were  40  at  Rainham 
Marsh  on  July  30th  and  Aug.  4th  (mkd),  40  on  the  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs 
on  Aug.  11th  (jf),  and  36  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  on  Aug.  1st  (avm,pn). 

213  Turnstone  (143) 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Aug.  6th,  8th,  14th  and  25th,  two  on  Aug. 
29th,  one  on  Sept.  3rd  and  six  on  Sept.  9th  (pn  et  al.).  West  Thurrock,  one 
on  Aug.  29th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (lc). 

M  Kempton  East  Res.,  one  on  May  14th  (dp).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  29th 
(rbh)  and  one  on  Aug.  25th  (rbh,avm,pn). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  two  on  Aug.  6th  and  one  on  Aug.  8th  (ss).  Swanscombe, 
two  on  Jan.  7th  (gbc),  one  on  Jan.  13th  (rjc),  four  on  Feb.  4th  (djm/-), 
four  on  May  6th  (gbc)  and  two  on  Dec.  1st  (cgg). 
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218  Arctic  Skua  (193) 

K  Woolwich  Ferry,  an  immature  from  Aug.  31st  to  Sept.  3rd  (ce/ti,jdh). 

222  Mediterranean  Gull  (205) 

Records  for  this  species  continue  to  increase  apace;  eight  records  in  one 
year,  however,  is  remarkable  and  possibly  associated  with  the  very  cold 
weather  in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year.  Five  of  the  birds  appeared 
between  Feb.  17th  and  Apr.  19th.  The  traditional  haunt  at  Epsom  pro¬ 
duced  three  birds. 

M  Staines  Res.,  an  adult  on  Feb.  17th  (abt,bw«,jppw). 

K  Thames  at  Woolwich,  a  first- winter  bird  on  Apr.  19th  (pjs«),  Birchmere, 
Thamesmead,  a  second-winter  bird  on  Nov.  8th  (pjsw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  first-winter  individual  on  five  dates  between  Apr.  16th 
and  May  11th  (rbh).  Epsom,  an  adult  wintering  from  Nov.  29th,  1978,  in 
the  Stamford  Green  area  was  seen  up  to  Mar.  21st,  and  also  a  firs t-win ter 
bird  wintering  from  Oct.  21st,  1978,  remained  until  Mar.  24th ;  another  first- 
winter  bird  was  found  on  Feb.  24th  and  remained  in  the  area  until  Mar. 
31st  (esb,whd  et  al .);  the  adult  returned  on  Nov.  10th  and  stayed  into 
1980  (whd  et  al.).  Gatton  Bottom,  an  immature  on  pasture  on  Mar.  27th 
(bam). 

Records  for  the  London  Area  now  total  31,  all  since  1957. 

225  Little  Gull  (207) 

A  poor  year  with  less  than  the  average  number  of  records  producing  a 
total  of  only  60  bird/days,  40%  on  spring  passage  and  60%  in  autumn. 

The  proportion  of  adults  seen  was  25%  in  spring,  and  26%  in  autumn 
(bird/days).  The  table  below  shows  the  monthly  distribution,  excluding  the 
summering  bird. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Bird/days  1  —  —  15  8  —  1  23  4  5  1  2 

The  western  reservoirs  claimed  45%  of  the  total,  the  Lea  Valley  16%  and 
the  Lower  Thames  26  %,  this  probably  reflects  the  poor  year  for  this  species 
in  the  western  half  of  the  London  Area.  Out-of-season  birds  and  an  Inner 
London  record  are  given. 

E  Girling  Res.,  an  oiled  adult  on  Dec.  23rd  (pjv  et  al.),  seen  later  that  day  at 
Waltham  Abbey  (gjw).  Rainham  Marsh,  an  immature  summered  from 
May  6th  to  Aug.  6th  (ajg^  et  al.). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  an  oiled  adult  on  Dec.  23rd  (gjw),  presumably  the  same 
individual  that  was  seen  at  Girling  Res.  and  Waltham  Abbey  the  same  day. 
M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  an  immature  on  July  11th  (jpw). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  4th  (drg). 

228  Black-headed  Gull  (208) 

Recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year,  but  most  noticeably  as  a  winter  visitor. 

Some  ringing  recoveries  are  given,  several  roost  counts  and  two  records  of 
birds  in  aberrant  plumage;  also  an  observation  on  movements  on  the 
Thames  in  Inner  London. 

E  Rainham,  a  leucistic  bird  on  Mar.  10th  (pjv).  Walthamstow  Res.,  an 
Estonian  bird,  ringed  on  June  18th,  1978,  was  found  dead  on  Feb.  20th  (pf). 
This  is  the  third  record  of  an  Estonian  bird  ringed  in  June  being  recovered 
in  the  London  Area. 
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M  Wraysbury  Res.,  c.  20,000  roosting  on  Nov.  23rd  (avm,pn).  Inner  London: 
a  Danish  bird,  controlled  at  Hyde  Park,  on  Nov.  8th,  1978,  was  later  found 
dead  in  Finland  on  Jan.  25th,  1979  (rfs). 

K  Woolwich,  an  adult  leucistic  bird,  with  all  white  wings  and  faint  outline  of  a 
hood,  but  with  normally  pigmented  bill  and  legs,  on  Apr.  19th  (pjs n). 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  a  total  of  19,000+  roosting  on  Sept.  30th  (co). 

Inner  London:  Thames  at  Hungerford  Bridge,  100+  roosting  on  a  barge 
on  Sept.  24th  (ca).  A  twin-peaked  passage,  during  January  and  September, 
has  been  noted  on  the  Thames  near  Waterloo  Bridge  (\vhd,pjs«);  it  would 
be  interesting  to  see  if  this  is  reflected  elsewhere  in  the  London  Area. 

233  Common  Gull  (201) 

Recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year,  mainly  as  a  winter  visitor,  but  also  quite 
noticeably  as  a  spring  passage  migrant.  This  year  there  was  again  marked 
evidence  of  the  usual  spring  passage  through  the  London  Area  between 
mid-March  and  early  May,  with  a  peak  during  April,  this  appeared  to  be 
most  obvious  along  the  Thames.  The  best  example  of  this  came  from  Barn 
Elms  Res.,  where  30  were  present  on  Apr.  13th,  85  on  Apr.  14th,  300  on 
Apr.  18th,  60  on  Apr.  25th  and  63  on  May  5th  (rbh,jppw).  This  movement 
was  also  apparent  on  the  Thames  at  Kew  (rbh),  and  at  Westminster  (pjsh). 

234  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  (199) 

Recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year,  but  evidence  suggests  that  the  greatest 
numbers  are  in  the  London  Area  during  later  summer  and  early  autumn, 
as  birds  disperse  from  their  northerly  breeding  grounds  and  begin  to  wander 
south.  More  attention  to  their  known  winter  roosts  wrould,  however, 
clarify  the  situation. 

Observers’  attention  is  drawn  to  a  paper  by  P.  J.  Grant  British  Birds  73  : 1 13 
which  suggests  that  the  majority  of  the  darker-mantled  birds  occurring  in 
SE  England  are  L.  f.  intermedius  and  not  L.  f.  fuscus,  the  latter  appearing 
to  be  much  scarcer.  Care  should  be  taken  to  note  the  details  necessary 
before  any  subspecific  identification  can  be  considered,  and  the  caution 
needed  for  individuals  showing  intermediate  features.  Some  autumn  counts 
and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Nov.  25th  had  been  ringed  in  Stokholm 
on  July  11th,  1968  (nkb). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  580+  on  Aug.  5th  and  800  on  Oct.  16th  (hnhs). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  258  on  Aug.  5th,  1,000+  on  Aug.  20th  and  1,450  on  Aug. 

24th  (avm);  at  least  70%  of  the  latter  w^ere  of  a  darker-mantled  race. 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  1,500  on  Sept.  30th  and  1,400  on  Oct.  14th  (co). 

235  Herring  Gull  (200) 

Numbers  of  yellow-legged  birds  continue  to  increase  w'ithin  the  Area,  the 
position  of  these  birds  subspecifically,  however,  is  far  from  clear.  A  paper 
by  P.  J.  Grant  British  Birds  73  :  113,  and  some  recent  observations  on 
Herring  Gulls  wintering  in  central  England  by  R.  A.  Hume  British  Birds 
71  :  338,  do  not  appear  to  place  the  yellow-legged  group  into  any  of  the 
knowm  subspecies.  It  remains  a  possibility  that  these  are  argentatus  x  fuscus 
hybrids.  Observers  are  asked  to  scrutinise  birds  carefully  in  good  light 
before  any  subspecific  identification  is  attempted. 

Records  are  given  of  yellow-legged  birds,  a  breeding  record  and  one  ringing 
recovery,  no  counts  of  over  500  w'ere  received. 
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E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Jan.  27th  had  been  ringed  in 
Denmark  on  June  20th,  1978  (pjv).  West  Thurrock  a  yellow-legged  bird  on 
Aug.  11th  (mkd). 

M  Poyle,  a  yellow-legged  bird  on  July  15th  (avm,pn).  Inner  London:  Kensing¬ 
ton  Gardens,  yellow-legged  birds  on  Jan.  1st  and  Mar.  14th  (rue).  Regent’s 
Park,  one  pair  bred  at  the  Zoo  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  yellow-legged  bird  on  Feb.  3rd  (avm). 

S  Yellow-legged  birds  were  recorded  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  14th 
(pjsh),  one  on  Aug.  6th  and  Aug.  21st  (rbh),  and  three  on  Dec.  16th  (pjs«). 

Inner  London:  Thames  at  Waterloo  on  Sept.  10th  (pjs«),  and  at  West¬ 
minster  where  at  least  two  different  birds  were  seen  on  many  dates  between 
March  and  December  (pjsk). 


236/237  Iceland/Glaucous  Gull 

S  Kew  Gardens,  one  flying  E  on  Jan.  22nd  (rbh),  thought  by  the  observer 
to  have  been  an  Iceland  Gull. 

237  Glaucous  Gull  (202) 

Even  allowing  for  some  duplication  of  the  following  records,  this  was 
undoubtedly  the  best  year  ever  for  this  species  within  the  Area,  eleven 
sightings  being  considerably  better  than  any  previous  yearly  total.  Clearly 
the  cold  spell  during  the  first  few  months  was  responsible  for  many  of 
these  records. 

E  Girling  Res.,  an  adult  on  Jan.  6th  (jf),  and  a  first-winter  bird  on  Dec.  22nd 
(jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  a  first-winter  bird  on  Jan.  6th,  and  a  second- 
winter  bird  on  Mar.  23rd  (cf n).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  second-winter  bird  on 
Jan.  22nd  (gat). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  second-winter  bird  on  Jan.  14th  and  20th  (jd«,trd, 
je  et  al.).  Wraysbury  Res.,  an  immature,  probably  a  first-winter,  roosting 
on  Dec.  26th  (rbh). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  second-winter  bird  on  Feb.  25th  (eeg),  and  an  adult  on 
Dec.  27th  (jmp). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  22nd  (jcr),  and  one  on  Mar.  31st  (m ch). 


238  Great  Back-backed  Gull  (198) 

Recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year,  but  mainly  as  a  winter  visitor.  This 
species  clearly  receives  insufficient  attention,  and  it  would  be  interesting 
to  know  if  the  decline  within  the  London  Area,  first  detected  by  B.  L.  Sage 
(Loud.  Bird  Rep.  33  :  67),  is  still  continuing. 

Some  winter  counts  and  an  observation  on  an  Inner  London  record  are 
given. 

M  Staines  Moor,  c.  100  on  Dec.  29th  (avm).  Wraysbury  Res.,  100+  roosting 
on  Dec.  30th  (avm). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  150+  on  Jan.  20th,  200+  on  Feb.  3rd  (avm),  and  120  on 
Feb.  17th  (je). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  200  on  Jan.  25th  (drg).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  200  on  Jan.  10th 
(gch,pfh). 

S  Epsom  Downs,  100+  on  Mar.  9th  and  Sept.  2nd  (ckd,pod).  Walton  Res., 
650+  roosting  on  Jan.  14th  (co).  Inner  London :  Waterloo,  one  seen  to  catch 
a  ten  inch  long  flat-fish  on  Sept.  10th  (pjs«). 
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240  Kittiwake 


(211) 


An  excellent  year  for  this  species,  in  fact  only  in  one  previous  year  this 
century,  1959,  have  a  greater  number  of  birds  been  recorded.  All  records 
are  given,  including  the  largest  flock  ever  seen  in  the  Area. 

E  Immatures  were  noted  at:  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  May  4th  (pjv  et  al.), 
Nazeing,  one  on  Apr.  15th  (bcp),  and  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Dec. 
17th  (pf). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  12th  (nkb).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  an  adult 
on  Mar.  23rd  (hnhs).  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  an  adult  on  Apr.  28th  (rrd,hnhs). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  an  adult  flew  N  on  Aug.  18th  (cib).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an 
immature  flying  SE  on  Aug.  9th  (mjr),  and  another  immature  on  Aug. 
24th  (pc/). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  one  adult  on  May  4th  was  joined  by  another  on  May  5th 
(rbh).  Kew  Gardens,  65  adults  flew  NE  during  a  very  cold  spell  on  Jan. 
2nd  (rbh).  River  Thames  at  Kew,  10  adults  flying  upriver  on  Mar.  14th 
(rbh).  Inner  London :  two  records  of  adult  birds,  one  seen  from  the  Albert 
Embankment  flying  upriver  on  Mar.  28th  (pc/),  and  another  at  Waterloo 
Bridge  flew  E  on  May  4th  (whd). 


243  Caspian  Tern  (216) 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  flew  strongly  NW  on  July  29th  (mjr). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  third  record 
of  this  large  tern  in  the  London  Area  this  century.  The  previous  two  both 
occurred  in  1961. 


245  Sandwich  Tern 


(223) 


E  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  flew  straight  over  on  Sept.  24th  (lc). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  23rd  (pjcr). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  three  on  Sept.  20th  (mtnhs). 

K  Chislehurst,  four  flying  ESE  on  Aug.  7th  (khp).  Dartford  Marsh,  one,  and 
possibly  two,  on  Aug.  10th  (ss),  and  two  flying  upriver  on  Sept.  30th  (khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (peb)  stayed  briefly  before  flying  off 
down  river.  Godstone  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  13th  (kco).  Walton-on-Thames, 
one  on  Sept.  9th  (co). 


247  Common  Tern  (217) 

Breeding  records  are  given.  Passage  records  are  summarized  under  247/8. 
In  1979  there  were  at  least  49  nesting  pairs,  and  they  reared  a  minimum  of 
96  young.  It  would  appear  that  only  the  number  of  rafts  that  can  be  pro¬ 
vided  is  limiting  the  expansion  of  this  species  range  within  the  London  Area. 

E  Two  sites  had  pairs  which  attempted  to  nest,  but  both  were  unsuccessful. 
H  At  one  site  38  pairs  nested,  and  raised  a  total  of  80  young. 

M  Single  pairs  at  two  sites  reared  one  and  two  young  respectively.  At  a  third 
site  three  pairs  attempted  to  nest,  but  only  one  young  was  seen  to  have  been 
reared. 

B  At  a  regular  locality  three  pairs  raised  a  total  of  eight  young.  At  another 
locality  one  pair  nested  and  reared  three  young. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1979 


51 


247/8  Common/Arctic  Tern 


(217/8) 


Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarized  here,  together  with 
unspecified  observations  of  Common/ Arctic  Terns.  Specific  records  of 
Arctic  Terns  are  shown  under  248. 

Spring  passage  began  extremely  early  on  Apr.  8th  with  one  at  Staines  Res. 
(pc/),  and  five  on  Apr.  9th  (aw/).  But  numbers  throughout  the  spring,  how¬ 
ever,  remained  very  low.  Largest  spring  counts  were:  Rye  Meads,  19  on 
Apr.  28th,  and  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  eight  on  Apr.  27th  (gch,pfh). 

In  contrast  to  the  spring  passage,  numbers  in  autumn  were  exceptional  on 
the  Lower  Thames,  but  unremarkable  elesewhere.  The  larger  counts 
reported  were:  Dartford,  94  on  Aug.  26th  (drg,cew);  Rainham,  70  on 
Aug.  31st  (mkd);  West  Thurrock,  150  on  Aug.  6th  rose  to  a  peak  of  250  on 
Aug.  8th,  and  then  declined  slowly  to  200  on  Aug.  29th  and  Sept.  2nd,  and 
150  on  Sept.  9th  (mkd  et  al.),  there  were  still  30  present  on  Sept,  22nd 
(mkd);  Woolwich,  37  on  Aug.  31st  (jdh). 

There  were  several  Inner  London  records :  Kensington  Gardens,  one  flying 
NW  on  Apr.  30th  (dab),  and  the  following  Thames  records,  Waterloo 
Bridge,  six  flew  W  on  Aug.  13th,  and  three  on  Aug.  14th  (whd),  Lambeth 
Bridge,  one  flew  upriver  on  Aug.  21st  (kco). 


(218) 


248  Arctic  Tern 


The  overland  spring  passage  that  was  so  strikingly  apparent  in  1978,  was  in 
marked  evidence  again  this  year.  All  records  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  nine  on  May  6th  (pjv,gjw).  West  Thurrock,  one  on 
Aug.  6th  (drg),  and  one  on  Aug.  26th  (mkd). 

H  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (dsf,pn),  and  18  on  Apr.  28th  (rrd,trd, 
avm). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  on  May  13th  (je).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  11th 
(jas)  and  Apr.  23rd  (grs),  two  on  Apr.  28th  (avm,pn),  three  on  May  7th 
(rbh),  and  one  on  Sept.  24th  (rbh,jah,pn). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  29th  (dfy). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  28th  and  May  2nd  (rbh).  Richmond  Park, 
one  on  Aug.  4th  (grs). 


251  Little  Tern  (222) 

All  records  are  given.  Both  spring  and  autumn  passages  were  concentrated 
in  15-day  periods,  and  correspond  well  with  the  twin  peaks  in  the  1955/74 
histogram  ( Lond .  Bird  Rep.  41  :  91). 

E  Rainham,  three  on  Aug.  4th  (mkd,pjv),  and  two  on  Aug.  18th  (bds).  West 
Thurrock,  one  on  Aug.  8th  (mkd).  Tilbury,  two  on  Aug.  7th  (mkd). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  May  14th  (tpa). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  11th  (cib).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  5th 
(avm,pn,jas). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  five  sightings  of  a  minimum  of  three  individuals  on  Aug. 

10th  (pa,ss).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  12th  (gch,pfh). 

S  Hersham  G.P.,  one  on  May  7th  and  May  19th  (grg).  Walton  Res.,  one  on 
May  7th  (pc/). 
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253  Black  Tern  (212) 

In  terms  of  numbers  both  passage  periods  were  impressive,  and  both  were 
remarkably  localised,  mainly  confined  to  two  reservoirs  in  the  southwest  in 
spring,  and  to  the  Lower  Thames  in  the  autumn. 

Spring  passage  began  on  the  exceptionally  early  date  of  Apr.  11th,  when 
one  was  at  Harefield  Place  G.P.  (pn),  the  remainder  of  the  passage  occurred 
between  May  5th  and  May  16th,  with  a  late  bird  at  Walthamstow  Res.,  on 
June  3rd  (reh).  All  records  of  more  than  two  birds  are  mentioned:  Staines 
Res.  seven  on  the  morning  of  May  13th  increased  throughout  the  day  to 
reach  a  peak  of  55  by  the  evening  (je,cww  et  al.),  numbers  declined  to  19 
by  May  14th  (rbh)  and  fell  rapidly  thereafter.  Walton  Res.,  21  on  May  13th 
(rdhh).  Both  these  counts  were-  probably  attributable  to  a  southerly  air¬ 
flow  combined  with  coastal  fog.  Elsewhere  there  were  records  from  four 
localities  involving  11  birds. 

Autumn  passage  took  place  between  July  26th  and  Sept.  16th,  and  it 
appeared  to  occur  in  three  waves  with  peaks  in  the  first  and  third  weeks  of 
August,  and  during  the  first  nine  days  of  September.  Large  counts  were 
confined  to  the  Lower  Thames,  the  power  station  outflow  at  West  Thurrock 
proving  to  be  the  most  favoured  locality,  where  there  were  100  4-  on  Aug. 
Sth,  110  on  Aug.  26th,  70  on  Sept.  9th,  and  40  on  Sept.  10th  (mkd  et  al.). 
Dartford  Marsh,  20  on  Aug.  6th  (pa).  Rainham,  10  on  Aug.  18th  (mkd). 
Elsewhere  records  were  received  from  thirteen  localities,  but  numbers  only 
reached  double  figures  at  one  locality,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  12  on  Sept.  7th 
(mjr),  where  the  last  three  birds  of  the  autumn  were  seen  on  Sept.  16th 
(jah). 

254  White-winged  Black  Tern  (213) 

E  West  Thurrock,  an  immature  from  Sept.  9th  to  11th  (rbh,avm,pn  et  al.). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee;  although  this  brings  the 
total  for  the  London  Area  to  2^  this  century,  it  is  notable  for  being  only 
the  second  sighting  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  Area,  and  the  first  on  the 
Thames.  All  other  records  having  come  from  the  west,  and  80%  of  these 
from  only  two  reservoirs  in  the  southwestern  quarter. 

264  Stock  Dove  -  (232) 

Breeding  season  records,  Inner  London  records  and  largest  winter  flocks 
are  given. 

E  Probably  bred  at  Dagnam  Park,  Epping,  Hainault,  Havering  and  Rainham 
where  there  were  100  on  Mar.  3rd  (mkd,jf,ag).  Barking,  210  on  Feb.  11th 
(ebwps). 

H  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Cassiobury  Park  (trd,rap,jrb.s).  Stocker’s 
Lake  (trd),  West  Herts.  Golf  Course  (rap),  Wormley  Wood,  Theobalds 
Park  (prk)  and  Maple  Cross  (jrbs).  Largest  count  was  c.  40  at  West  Hyde 
on  May  12th  (je). 

M  Present  or  bred  at  Bushy  Park,  Hampstead  Heath  and  Hampton  Court 
Park  (kes,crac).  Largest  counts:  c.  250  on  Feb.  11th  (rbh),  c.  150  on  Jan. 
28th  (cib)  and  c.  150  on  Dec.  29th  (igj,kj),  all  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P. 
Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens  two  pairs  held  territory  (dab).  Regent's 
Park,  one  present  from  Apr.  12th  to  Oct.  30th,  but  no  proof  of  breeding, 
and  15  flew  NW  on  Oct.  22nd  (jpw). 

B  No  breeding  season  reports  but  largest  count  was  48  at  Denham  on  Jan. 
14th  (je). 
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K  Present  or  bred  at  Foots  Cray  Meadows  (sjg),  Bromley  Common  (gd), 
Bexley,  Swanscombe  (sjg)  and  Hayes  Common  (rt).  Largest  count  was 
15-30  during  November  and  December  at  Dartford  Marshes  (drg). 

S  Present  or  bred  at  West  Dulwich  (pw«,pbe),  Kingswood  (lr),  Kew  Gardens 
(rbh),  Purley  (cFd),  Richmond  Park  (crac).  River  Mole  at  Cobham  (dkjw). 
Cannon  Mill  Common  (kde),  Wimbledon  Common  (rhk)  and  Beddington 
S.F.  (mjn,nm).  Largest  counts:  100  at  Woodlands  Park  on  Oct.  7th  (dp) 
and  40  at  Beddington  S.F.  on  Apr.  22nd  (nm). 

265  Woodpigeon  (234) 

The  largest  movements  occurred  in  the  cold  weather  from  the  beginning  of 
the  year  until  mid-February,  the  maximum  being  3,000  at  Walthamstow 
Res.  on  Feb.  17th  (jf).  The  autumn  period  produced  very  small  numbers. 
Inner  London:  Peak  count  was  c.  2,500  flying  south  over  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens  on  Jan.  1st  (dab). 

266  Collared  Dove 

In  the  outer  suburbs  there  was  little  change,  although  in  the  Harrow  area 
there  were  many  more  records  than  usual  (hhs),  whilst  in  the  High  Elms 
area  of  Kent  it  was  not  so  common  (rt).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park, 
probably  bred  (jpw).  The  only  large  flock  reported  was  100  at  Rye  House 
during  March  (hnhs). 

267  Turtle  Dove  (235) 

A  single  at  Walton  Heath  on  Apr.  21st  was  the  first  record  (ckd,pod).  The 
main  arrival  occurred  during  the  second  week  of  May.  A  satisfactory 
breeding  season  was  reported  from  most  areas,  with  an  increase  at  Stocker’s 
Lake  (trd).  No  large  flocks  were  noted.  The  last  bird  of  the  year  was  a 
single  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Oct.  30th  (jpw). 

271  Cuckoo  (237) 

The  earliest  record  was  one  heard  briefly  on  Apr.  10th  at  Regent’s  Park 
(jpw),  followed  by  a  single  at  Walton  Heath  on  Apr.  16th  (ckd,pod).  Many 
areas  reported  the  species  during  the  next  week.  There  were  no  indications 
of  any  change  in  breeding  status  and  the  last  bird  of  the  year  was  one  at 
Rainham  on  Sept.  15th  (dsb).  In  Inner  London,  singles  were  reported  from 
Kensington  Gardens  on  May  8th  (dab),  and  Chelsea  Creek  on  Sept.  2nd 
(thas). 

274  Barn  Owl  (241) 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Bred  at  Beckton  Level  rearing  two  young  (cwp).  Singles  at  Abridge  on  Apr* 
21st,  where  one  was  found  dead  in  the  road  (mkd),  Havering  on  Sept.  15th 
(mkd)  and  Waltham  Abbey  on  Dec.  28th  (pt). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  found  dead  on  Feb.  24th  (rl«).  Turnford  G.P.,  a  single 
bird  on  Mar.  24th  (gjw). 

M  Osterley  Park,  one  in  early  January  (dgh). 

K  Probably  bred  at  Dartford  Marsh  (jdh,ss),  and  a  single  throughout  the  year 
at  Joyden’s  Wood  (drg). 

S  One  pair  bred  at  Surbiton,  with  3  young  being  hand-reared  by  Richmond 
Park  gamekeeper  ( per  kco).  Singles  at  Berrylands  S.F.  on  Apr.  5th  (mgg), 
Bookham  Common  on  May  30th  (ist),  Surbiton  on  Mar.  18th  (crac)  and 
at  Esher  on  Apr.  25th  and  28th,  July  23rd,  Aug.  17th  and  Nov.  28th  (gbc). 
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279  Little  Owl 


(246) 


The  position  was  almost  identical  to  last  year,  with  breeding  being  con¬ 
firmed  in  seven  localities,  and  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  another  18 
localities. 


280  Tawny  Owl 


(247) 


Breeding  proven  in  25  cases,  a  considerable  increase  on  last  year,  with 
numbers  in  the  breeding  season  also  showing  an  increase.  Inner  London: 
Brompton  Cemetery,  resident  with  one  or  two  calling  throughout  the  year 
(thas);  Kensington  Gardens,  one  territory,  probably  bred,  with  one  or  two 
roosting  in  March  and  again  in  the  autumn  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  at  least 
two  pairs  bred  (jpw);  Southwark  Park,  one  fledgeling  on  July  21st  (jco). 


281  Lons-eared  Owl  (248) 

A  minimum  of  38  individuals  throughout  the  year,  with  30  of  these  during 
the  first  four  months,  amounts  to  an  unprecedented  influx,  almost  as  many 
in  fact,  as  had  been  recorded  in  all  the  other  years  of  the  1970s  put  together. 
Clearly  these  birds  arrived  as  a  result  of  the  extremely  severe  weather  on  the 
Continent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  present  from  Jan.  30th  through  to  March,  with  a  maximum 
of  three  during  February,  one  was  found  dead  on  Apr.  30th  (ebwps,gat). 
Harlow,  an  injured  bird  on  Feb.  25th  (kr). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  during  early  July  (pjcr).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  four 
between  Jan.  14th  and  Apr.  28th  (rl«  et  al.).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  several 
dates  between  Mar.  17th  and  Apr.  28th  (hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P., 
one  from  Mar.  24th  to  Apr.  5th  (hnhs,gjw). 

M  Ponders  End  S.F.,  two  on  several  dates  between  Jan.  31st  and  Feb.  25th 
(tpa,fcb),  and  one  ringed  on  the  latter  date  (per  jf). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  from  Jan.  2nd  to  Mar.  4th  (rrg,mtnhs). 

K  Hartford  Marsh,  three  from  the  beginning  of  January  to  Mar.  4th,  and 
seven  throughout  December  (drg,ss).  Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  16th 
(drg).  Stone  Marsh,  two  on  Apr.  1st  with  one  remaining  until  Apr.  18th, 
and  the  remains  of  a  third  individual  was  found  on  Apr.  1st  (drg,ss).  Stone 
Wood,  one  on  Apr.  4th  (ss). 

S  Bookham  Common,  present  from  Jan.  21st  to  Apr.  21st,  with  a  maximum 
of  eight  individuals  involved  at  two  roosts  (gb^,lbh,ret,dp  et  al.);  some 
pellets  from  these  roosts,  that  were  analysed,  were  found  to  contain,  apart 
from  the  more  usual  Rodentia,  the  remains  of  one  Long-eared  Bat,  one 
Blackbird,  one  Thrush  sp .,  one  Wren,  two  Starlings  and  four  Dunnocks  * 
(gb?).  Whitely  Village,  Hersham,  one  on  Mar.  28th  (rdfih). 


282  Short-eared  Owl  (249) 

The  exceptional  numbers  that  arrived  from  Scandinavia  in  the  late  autumn 
of  1978  were  well  maintained  during  the  early  part  of  1979,  but  they  soon 
started  to  disperse  to  more  localities.  A  maximum  of  1 1 1  birds  were  seen, 
although  the  amount  of  interchange  between  sites  is  not  known,  102  of 
these  in  the  first  five  months  is  very  similar  to  the  total  of  95  seen  in  the  last 
three  months  of  1978.  It  therefore  seems  likely  that  there  were  few  fresh 
arrivals  after  the  main  invasion  last  year. 

All  records  are  given,  but  the  dates  have  been  summarized. 
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E  Beckton,  three  on  Feb.  2nd  (cwp).  Dagenham  Chase,  two  on  Jan.  28th 
(gat).  Girling  Res.,  present  from  Jan.  1st  to  Apr.  8th,  with  a  maximum  of 
three  birds  involved  (pab,jf,pjv).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  during  January 
stayed  until  Feb.  18th  (lg,gjw).  Navestock,  one  on  Apr.  14th  (mkd).  Rain- 
ham,  numbers  were  maintained  from  1978  and  reached  a  peak  of  14  on  Feb. 
18th,  the  last  bird  was  seen  on  May  27th;  also  present  from  Nov.  3rd  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  with  a  maximum  of  five  on  Nov.  10th  (mkd,pjv  et  al.). 
Sewardstone,  one  from  Feb.  18th  to  Apr.  26th,  but  two  on  Mar.  31st  (cf n, 
gjw).  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Jan.  5th  (ji).  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  on 
Jan.  20th,  and  one  from  Apr.  3rd  to  May  6th  (ca,pa,lc,frk). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  from  Feb.  4th  through  to  April,  and  another  found  dead 
on  Mar.  18th  (nb,avm  et  al.).  Singles  at  the  following  localities:  Bedmond, 
on  Apr.  4th  (hnhs),  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  on  Feb.  17th  (igj,kj,hnhs),  Rye 
Meads  on  Mar.  4th,  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  on  Jan.  28th  and  May  2nd  to 
3rd,  Symondshyde  on  Apr.  20th  (hnhs,lvpg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  3rd  to  Apr.  14th,  but  three  on  Jan.  6th  and  two  on 
Feb.  18th;  one  from  Oct.  15th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (lab,nb  et  al.). 
London  Airport,  one  from  Jan.  10th  to  Mar.  17th,  with  two  on  Feb.  12th; 
and  at  least  two  found  dead  on  the  runways  ‘probably  due  to  aircraft 
strikes’  (jas).  Osterley  Park, \  two  from  mid-January  to  Feb.  24th  (dgh). 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  seven  on  Jan.  6th,  five  on  Jan.  20th,  with  one  remaining 
until  Feb.  25th  (jah,avm,pn).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  from  Jan.  6th  to  Mar. 
31st,  but  two  during  the  second  half  of  January  (jf  et  al.).  Poyle,  four  from 
Jan.  20th  with  the  last  bird  being  seen  on  Apr.  13th  (avm,pn,cww).  Staines 
Moor  and  Stanwellmoor,  up  to  four  from  Jan.  7th  to  Feb.  28th  (mo). 
Singles  at  Barnet  on  Jan.  5th  (pms),  Edmondton  S.F.,  on  Jan.  1st  (jf), 
Feltham  on  Feb.  17th  (rde),  Kingsbury  on  Mar.  18th  (kvt).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  on  Jan.  28th  and  Nov.  1st  (jah,avm,pn,gar),  and  Staines  Res.,  on 
Jan.  7th  and  14th  (rbh,avm,pn). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  present  from  January  until  Mar.  25th  with  a  maximum  of 
four  during  February  (mo).  Old  Slade  N.R.,  up  to  four  during  January, 
two  during  April  and  one  remaining  until  May  13th  (mtnhs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  five  on  Jan.  10th,  with  three  or  four  staying  until  Mar. 
31st  (ss,dfy  et  al.).  Singles  at  Broadness  on  Feb.  17th  (lfw),  Crayford  Ness 
on  Feb.  3rd  (gbc),  Elmers  End  S.F.,  on  Mar.  25th  (icab),  and  Swanscornbe 
on  May  6th  (rjc). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  numbers  declined  from  those  present  in  1978,  but  one 
remained  until  May  9th,  maximum  counts  were  six  on  Jan.  13th  and  Feb. 
26th  (swg,mjn);  one  on  Oct.  20th  and  24th,  two  on  Oct.  27th  and  one  on 
Dec.  30th  (djb,dac).  Mitcham  Common,  three  on  Feb.  11th,  and  one  on 
Mar.  4th  (nm,trs).  Singles  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  on  Apr.  2nd  (psaa),  Field 
Common,  Esher,  on  Mar.  4th  (sbws),  Godstone  Res.,  N.R.,  on  Apr.  20th 
(rgm)  and  28th  (jh).  Hersham  G.P.,  on  May  19th  (grg),  Holmethorpe 
S.P.,  on  Apr.  16th  (jws),  Richmond  Park,  on  Feb.  11th  and  12th  (ml),  and 
Walton  Res.,  on  Jan.  13th  (jgt). 

284  Nightjar  (252) 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  at  least  three  churring  between  June  9th  and  early  July 
(jF,HNHS,pjcr,PRK,cm,jE).  No  records  from  Symondshyde  (hnhs). 

M  Inner  London:  Canning  Town,  a  single  female  sitting  on  a  window  ledge 
inside  a  postal  sorting  office  about  20  feet  from  the  ground  on  June  19th 

(AJGy). 

S  Esher  Common,  one  on  June  17th  and  22nd  (jet).  Headley  Heath,  three  on 
May  26th  (ckd,pod)  and  one  churring  on  June  17th  (swg),  Wisley 
Common,  two  on  June  16th  (rdhh). 
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289  Swift 


(255) 


The  earliest  arrival  was  one  at  Mill  End  on  Apr.  4th  (trd)  followed  by  a 
single  at  Troy  Mill  G.P.  on  Apr.  22nd  (dsf,cib)  and  two  at  Tadworth  on 
Apr.  23rd  (ckd,pod),  The  main  influx  commenced  in  the  first  week  of  May. 

Largest  spring  counts  were  2,000  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  May  20th  (pjv) 
and  1,500  on  May  27th  (gjw);  c.  1,000  at  Staines  Res.  on  May  26th  (avm) 
and  June  2nd  (pn). 

The  only  possible  breeding  record  for  Inner  London  was  at  Vauxhall 
Station  (per)-  The  autumn  departure  commenced  during  the  second 
week  of  July  but  it  was  not  until  later  in  the  month  that  the  main  passage 
occurred.  The  largest  count  was  4,000  at  Sewardstone  on  July  19th  (gjw). 

The  second  week  in  September  saw  the  main  departure  completed,  although 
single  birds  continued  to  be  reported  until  the  end  of  the  month.  The  last 
individual  was  seen  at  Barnehurst  on  Oct.  1st  (ss). 


293  Kingfisher 


(258) 


All  definite  and  probable  breeding  records  are  given  together  with  Inner 
London  observations. 

E  Pairs  bred  at  Navestock  (ebwps),  Fisher’s  Green  and  Netherhall  G.P.  (gjw) 
and  Roding  Valley  (mkd). 

H  Two  pairs  bred  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (trd).  Present  during  the  breeding  season 
at  the  following  localities:  Troy  Mill  (avm),  Cheshunt  G.Ps.  (prk),  Rye 
Meads  and  Stanborough  Lakes  (hnhs).  23  were  ringed  at  Maple  Cross  S.F. 
up  to  Oct.  7th. 

M  Pairs  bred  at  Harefield  Chalk  Quarry  (je)  and  Swakeleys  Lake,  Ickenham 
(rdnhs).  Present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  and 
Harefield  Place  G.P.  (pn)  and  Shepperton  G.P.  (hwe).  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (mc h). 

B  Present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Wraysbury  G.Ps.  (mo). 

K  Pair  bred  at  Dartford  Marsh  (ss)  and  present  in  breeding  season  at  Ruxley 
G.P.  (mo). 

S  Pairs  bred  at  Hogsmill  S.F.  and  River  Mole,  Esher  (crac,wri),  and  Kew 
Gardens  (rbh). 

295  Bee-eater  _  (259) 

E  Four  at  Thomdon  Park  from  Apr.  24th  to  26th  (dht,cr,gat). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  The  fourth  record  for  the 
London  Area  this  century.  All  previous  records  are  of  single  birds,  the  last  . 
of  which  was  in  1963. 

297  Hoopoe  (261) 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  single  on  Apr.  13th  (lgf). 

298  Wryneck  (265) 

K  Eltham,  one  in  a  garden  on  Apr.  17th  (ldj,es/*). 

300  Green  Woodpecker  (262) 

Breeding  records  were  well  reported  with  an  apparent  increase  in  Essex. 

No  records  from  Inner  London  for  the  second  consecutive  year. 
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302  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  (263) 

Well  recorded  with  breeding  up  to  normal  with  the  exception  of  one  area 
in  Surrey,  where  due  to  removal  of  dead  elms,  the  species  left  (rhk).  Inner 
London:  One  pair  probably  bred  at  Regent’s  Park  (jpw).  Recorded  in 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  from  January  to  May  and  July  to 
October  and  although  a  pair  held  territory  there  was  no  proof  of  breeding 
(dab).  One  ringed  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  Dec.  28th,  1977,  was  found 
dead  locally  on  May  19th,  1979.  Holland  Park,  up  to  two  present  on  two 
dates  in  April  (peb,pb«).  Brompton  Cemetery,  ‘seen  frequently’  (thas). 
Hammersmith,  singles  on  Jan.  15th  and  Feb.  11th  (peb). 

303  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  (264) 

Well  reported  from  all  areas  with  breeding  numbers  remaining  at  a  satis¬ 
factory  level,  with  one  exception  as  in  the  case  of  the  previous  species  (rhk). 
Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  possibly  bred  (jpw).  Holland  Park,  a  pair 
present  on  Apr.  9th  and  a  single  on  Apr.  29th  (peb).  Hyde  Park  and  Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  singles  on  several  dates  from  Jan.  1st  to  Mar.  12th,  and 
from  Sept.  10th  to  Nov.  13th,  with  two  on  Sept.  15th  (dab).  Brompton 
Cemetery,  ‘seen  occasionally’  (thas). 

310  Woodlark  (271) 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Mar.  27th  (DPy).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park, 
two  on  Mar.  2nd  and  one  on  Apr.  9th.  Primrose  Hill,  a  single  on  Aug.  5th 
(jpw). 

S  Singles  at  Headley  Heath  on  Mar.  5th  (rhbf)  and  Wimbledon  Common 
on  May  11th  (sb y). 

311  Skylark  (272) 

Some  very  large  movements  occurred  during  January  in  the  cold  weather, 
particularly  on  1st  and  24th.  All  were  mainly  in  a  WSW  direction  and  the 
larger  flocks  are  given  below.  The  autumn  movement  in  comparison  was 
virtually  non-existent,  the  largest  number  being  110  at  Rainham  on  Dec. 
22nd  (mk). 

H  Croxley  Hall  G.Ps.,  1000+  (cib),  Stocker’s  Lake,  800+  in  one  hour  (rrd), 
West  Hyde,  c.  1,000,  all  on  Jan.  1st,  and  a  similar  number  at  Troy  Mill  on 
Jan.  28th  (afb,rdnhs). 

M  Staines  Moor,  800-1,000  (cww),  Queen  Mary  Res.,  c.  1,000  in  little  over  an 
hour  (pci),  all  on  Jan.  1st.  Inner  London:  Considerable  movement  during 
January,  the  largest  flock  being  c.  700  over  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens  on  Jan.  1st  (dab,thc). 

K  Bromley,  1,400  (pa),  Woolwich,  c.  1,000  (rt),  all  on  Jan.  24th;  Northfleet, 
a  massive  movement  of  6,335  during  the  same  day  of  which  3,205  were 
recorded  in  a  three-quarter  hour  period  (lfw,slw). 

S  Thornton  Heath,  5,700  in  80  minutes  on  Jan.  24th  (amh),  Beddington  S.F., 
1,000  on  Feb.  18th  and  19th  (nm),  Epsom,  5,000  on  Jan.  1st  (sg).  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  1,350  in  two  hours  on  Jan.  24th. 

312  Shore  Lark  (273) 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  flew  SE  on  Jan.  1st  (adb). 

Another  bird  on  the  move  at  the  onset  of  cold  weather  from  the  north.  The 
seventh  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 
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313  Sand  Martin  (277) 

The  first  arrivals  were  two  at  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  on  Mar.  28th  (aw/), 
followed  by  only  one  other  record  for  the  month,  a  single  at  Walthamstow 
Res.  on  Mar.  31st  (jf).  A  late  spring  passage  but  normal  numbers  were 
reported  from  early  April  with  the  passage  being  completed  by  the  end  of 
the  month.  No  large  numbers  were  reported  and  breeding  numbers  app¬ 
eared  unchanged. 

The  main  departure  began  in  late  July  and  continued  until  late  September, 
with  the  only  large  numbers  being  recorded  at  Berwick  Ponds  where  there 
were  1,000  on  Aug.  3rd,  and  a  similar  number  at  Rainham  on  Aug.  27th 
(mkd).  The  last  record  w'as  of  five  at  Rainham  on  Oct.  6th  (mkd). 


314  Swallow  (274) 

The  first  record  was  a  single  at  Old  Slade  N.R.  on  Mar.  19th  (mthns),  with 
the  only  other  records  for  the  month  being  singles  at  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  on 
Mar.  26th,  30th  and  31st  (mo).  The  main  passage  commenced  from  Apr. 
8th  and  was  virtually  completed  by  the  end  of  the  month  with  no  large 
flocks  being  recorded. 

As  usual  the  main  movement  in  autumn  commenced  during  the  second  week 
of  September  with  a  maximum  of  c.  700  over  Regent’s  Park  on  Sept.  25th 
(jpw).  Small  numbers  were  reported  throughout  October  with  the  last  one 
being  recorded  at  Hatfield  on  Nov.  21st  (hnhs). 

*■ 

316  House  Martin  (276) 

The  first  arrivals  were  three  at  Carshalton  Beeches  on  Mar.  12th  (nm),  an 
extremely  early  date,  followed  by  a  steady  passage  from  Mar.  28th  to  mid- 
May  when  the  peak  was  reached.  The  only  large  flocks  reported  were 
500+  at  Epsom  Downs  on  May  19th  (ckd,pod),  and  a  similar  number  at 
Troy  Mill  on  May  26th  (avm). 

In  Inner  London  breeding  was  reported  from  St.  John’s  Wood,  N.W.8 
(sc/?),  Campbell  Road,  E.3  (al,pjs/?),  and  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens  (dab,thas). 

Mid- August  saw  the  commencement  of  the  autumn  passage  with  very  large 
numbers  among  a  flock  of  1,000+  ‘hirundines’  over  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on 
Sept.  22nd  (hnhs),  c.  1,000  in  flocks  of  100/200  over  Hyde  Park  and  Kens¬ 
ington  Gardens  on  Sept.  25th  (dab),  500+  at  Bam  Elms  on  Sept.  25th 
(pjs/z),  500+  at  Kingston  Vale  on  Sept.  11th  and  14th  (bam).  Numbers 
continued  to  be  reported  well  into  October  with  the  last  one  being  recorded 
at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Nov.  24th  (ca). 


320  Tree  Pipit  (376) 

Rather  thinly  distributed  during  the  breeding  season,  despite  better  cover¬ 
age  than  in  recent  years.  Records  indicate  a  general  decline  but  more 
information  would  show  if  the  trend  continues.  Breeding  season  dis¬ 
tribution,  first  arrival  dates  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  singing  in  June  (dsb).  Epping  Forest,  five  pairs,  Hain- 
ault,  four  pairs,  Havering,  three  pairs  (mkd).  Harlow  Woods,  two  pairs 
(tw).  Hartswood,  up  to  three  pairs  bred  (ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  two  birds 
singing  in  June;  Warley,  three  pairs  bred  (mkd). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  four  pairs  in  June  (prk).  Hatfield  Park,  one  in  July. 
Rye  Meads,  one  in  June  (hnhs).  Symondshyde,  two  pairs  (hnhs). 
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M  Bushy  Park,  one  singing  in  July  (crac).  Stanmore  Common,  one  pair  bred 
(kvt).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  two  flew  NW  on  May  4th  and 
one  in  Hyde  Park  on  Aug.  15th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Sept.  13th 
and  Oct.  5th  (jpw). 

B  Oakend  Wood,  one  singing  on  June  12th  (je). 

K  Andrew’s  Wood,  Badger’s  Mount,  five  on  June  21st  (ss).  Joyden’s  Wood,  at 
least  tv/o  pairs  bred  (drg). 

S  Earliest  reported  was  one  on  Epsom  Common  on  Apr.  3rd,  followed  by 
two  on  Apr.  4th  at  Headley  Heath,  where  nine  pairs  attempted  breeding, 
at  least  three  pairs  bred  successfully  and  over  seven  young  were  fledged 
(esb,ckd,pod).  Farleigh,  two  in  song  on  Apr.  27th  (jws).  Park  Downs, 
Banstead,  one  pair  bred,  a  steady  decline  from  nine  pairs  in  1973  (rhbf). 
Walton  Heath,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (wri).  Wimbledon  Common,  an 
estimated  five  pairs  bred,  one  pair  seen  nest  building  on  July  5th  had 
completed  and  had  laid  four  eggs  by  the  12th  (dlw,wri). 

✓ 

322  Meadow  Pipit  (373) 

Breeding  season  distribution,  Inner  London  records  and  hard  weather 
movement  numbers  are  given. 

E  Hornchurch  Chase,  one  pair  bred  at  a  new  site.  Rainham  Marsh,  15  pairs. 
Single  pairs  at  Elm  Park  and  Sewardstone.  Rainham,  100  on  Sept.  9th, 
Oct.  13th  and  150  on  Dec.  22nd  (mkd). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  180  flew  SW  on  Jan  1st  (trd). 

M  Staines  Moor,  a  nest  containing  a  young  cuckoo  and  three  eggs  was  found 
on  June  16th,  at  least  three  other  singing  males  holding  territory  (avm,pn). 
Brent  Res.,  10  flew  W  with  Skylarks  on  Jan.  1st  (ck).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  four  on  the  banks  of  the  Serpentine  and 
three  S  on  Jan.  1st.  A  small  movement  N/NW  of  up  to  five  birds  on  four 
dates  in  March.  Autumn  passage,  up  to  15  on  19  dates  between  Sept.  15th 
and  Nov.  9th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  up  to  20  flying  S  on  Sept.  21st  and  25th 
and  again  on  Oct.  11th  (jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  20  pairs  bred  (ss).  Broadness,  five  territories  (lfw).  Beck¬ 
enham,  70  flew  W  on  Jan.  24th.  Dartford,  70  flew  W  on  Jan.  1st,  on  the 
same  day  that  60+  flew  SW  over  Littlebrook  G.P. 

S  More  breeding  pairs  reported  than  in  recent  years.  Banstead  Downs,  seven 
pairs;  Headley  Heath,  two  pairs;  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  pair;  Richmond  Park, 
four  pairs;  Wimbledon  Common,  four  pairs.  Dulwich,  15  flew  SW  on  Jan. 
1st  (pw«,  pbp).  Beadington  S.F.,  150  on  Jan.  27th  and  100+  on  Dec.  30th 
(dac).  Inner  London:  Blackfriars  Bridge,  one  flying  over  on  Jan.  23rd. 


324a  Rock  Pipit  (379) 

E  Rainham,  maximum  of  five  during  January  and  February  and  also  in  Dec¬ 
ember  (mkd).  Lea  Valley  Res.,  singles  on  a  few  dates  in  March  and  one  to 
two  in  October  (jf). 

PI  Flilfield  Park  Res.,  singles  in  mid-February  and  March  (cib  et  al.). 

M  S faines  Res.,  two  on  Oct.  21st  (pn,mjr);  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  10th 
(per).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Jan  2nd  (dab). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  18th  (frc). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  six  to  nine,  January  to  March  (drg),  one  on  Oct.  27th 
(pa).  Swanscombe,  five  on  Jan.  13th  (rjc)  and  two  on  Dec.  1st  (cc-e). 
Broadness,  six  on  Nov.  25th  (lfw). 
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324b  Water  Pipit  (379) 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (pjv). 

H/M  Colne  Valley  from  Croxley  to  Springwell,  one  to  two  on  many  dates  from 
Jan.  1st  to  March  30th  (hnhs)  and  one  to  two  from  Nov.  1 1th  to  Dec.  25th 
(avm  et  al.).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  singles  in  January  and  February  with  two  on 
Jan.  20th  (hnhs),  one  on  Apr.  18th  (hnhs). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (eeg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.  one  present  January/February  and  until  Mar.  3rd,  two  on 
Apr.  1st  and  on  Apr.  11th,  three  on  Apr.  13th  and  single  until  Apr.  14th 
(swg  et  al.).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  to  three  on  many  dates  from  Mar.  11th 
until  Apr.  12th  (dp  et  al.).  At  the  end  of  the  year,  two  during  most  of 
December  after  an  arrival  of  at  least  five  on  Nov.  25th  (eu).  Bam  Elms  Res., 
one  from  Oct.  17th  to  28th  (pb«).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  to  two  from  Jan.  27th 
until  Apr.  3rd  (wri).  Unstead,  five  to  six  from  Jan.  21st  until  Feb.  4th  (dp). 
Weylands  S.F.,  two  on  Nov.  18th  (crac). 

325  Yellow  Wagtail  (382) 

Breeding  records,  possible  breeding  and  Inner  London  records  are  given, 
together  with  those  records  of  birds  considered  by  the  observers  to  be  of  the 
races  Ashy-headed  ( cinereocapilla ).  Blue-headed  ( flava )  and  Sykes’s  ( beema ). 

E  Successful  nesting  at  Beckton,  Chigwelf,  Harlow,  Hornchurch,  Lea  Valley 
from  Nazeing  to  Walthamstow,  Rainham  Marsh,  Roding  Valley,  Seward- 
stone  and  Navestock  (mkd,jf,cwp  et  al.).  Rainham,  a  roost  of  50-60  in 
July  and  August  (mkd).  King  George  V  Res.,  an  Ashy-headed  male  from 
Apr.  20th  to  22nd  (pjv  et  al.).  Girling  Res.,  a  Blue-headed  male  on  Apr. 
21st  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  a  male  showing  the  characters  of  Sykes’s  on 
July  28th  (mkd),  and  another  at  Sewardstone  from  Apr.  17th  to  29th  (cf/7, 
jf). 

H  Reported  from  at  least  eight 'localities  in  the  breeding  season.  Stanstead 
Abbots  G.P.,  a  Blue-headed  male  on  May  6th  (hnhs). 

M  Nesting  reported  from  Bayhurst,  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  Kempton  Park, 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Poyle  and  Staines  Res.  (avm,pn,rdnhs,lfr).  Staines  Res., 
a  Blue-headed  male  on  Apr.  18th  (mjr)  and  Staines  Moor  on  Apr.  22nd 
(rbh,pn).  Inner  London:  Singles  in  Regent’s  Park  in  spring  and  autumn 
passage  (jpw).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Aug.  22nd, 
Sept.  14th,  Oct.  3rd,  two  on  Sept.  7th  (dab).  Nine  Elms,  a  pair  bred  success¬ 
fully  (thas). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  an  exceptionally  early  arrival  on  Mar.  19th  (mtnhs). 
Wraysbury  G.P.,  present  in  the  breeding  season  (rrg). 

K  Bred  at  Birchmere  Park,  Crossness,  Dartford  Marsh  and  Swanscombe 
Marsh  (drg,lfw,pjs«). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  three  pairs  bred,  also  reported  from  other  localities  in  the 
breeding  season,  but  no  definite  breeding  noted.  Bam  Elms  Res.,  a  Blue¬ 
headed  male  on  May  10th  (rbh)  and  Beddington  S.F.,  where  one  was 
present  from  May  11th  to  June  9th,  two  on  May  18th  and  singles  on  July 
20th  and  Aug.  28th  (dac,mjn). 


327  Grey  Wagtail  (381) 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  a  pair  in  June  showing  nesting  behaviour  (jf).  King 
George  V  Res.,  a  pair  carrying  food  in  April  (gjw).  Walthamstow  Res., 
a  pair  with  two  young  in  May  (ca,ag).  Netherhall  G.P.,  a  pair  seen  feeding 
young  in  June  (gjw). 
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H/M  Single  pairs  bred  at  Black  Jack  Mill  and  Troy  Mill  G.P.  (je).  Harefield, 
a  pair  reared  two  young  (rdnhs).  Probably  bred  at  Croxley  Green  (pn). 
Maple  Cross  S.F.,  maximum  number  of  six  on  Oct.  28th. 

M  Wembley,  one  pair  reared  two  young  (dmf).  Pairs  present  during  the 
breeding  season  at  Denham,  Shepperton  G.P.  and  Uxbridge  (pn).  Alex¬ 
andra  Park,  one  on  May  27th  (apbr).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair 
on  May  4th  was  the  only  breeding  season  record  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  pairs  in  May,  one  nest  with  young  found  on  May 
28  th  (rrg). 

K  Petts  Wood,  one  pair  with  three  fledged  young  on  June  10th  (khp).  Believed 
to  have  bred  at  Bromley  Common  and  Eden  Park.  Beckenham,  one  pair 
present  in  the  breeding  season  (gaa). 

S  Mickleham,  possibly  bred  along  the  River  Mole,  adult  seen  collecting  food 
on  June  11th  (raf).  Definite  breeding  records  from  Beddington  S.F.  (swg), 
Hogsmill  S.F.  (wri),  River  Wandle  at  Haddon  and  Shepley  (nm,dac). 
Pairs  noted  in  April  and  May  at  Esher,  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  and  Wimbledon 
Common,  but  no  nesting  observed.  Pairs  with  young  noted  in  July  at  Cob- 
ham,  Hersham  S.F.,  Leatherhead  and  Richmond  Park,  which  may  have 
bred  elsewhere. 

328a  Pied  Wagtail  (380) 

E  Rainham,  250  in  roost  at  sewage  works  on  Jan.  22nd  (aar). 

H  Rye  Power  Station,  a  roost  throughout  the  year  held  a  minimum  of  229  in 
July  and  a  maximum  of  857  in  October  (mb/).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  a  roost  in 
a  reed  bed  on  Oct.  27th  contained  1,000+  (je). 

M  Ruislip  Lido,  60  in  a  roost  on  Nov.  24th  (je).  Inner  London:  Hammersmith, 
a  roost  in  plane  trees  contained  290  on  Jan.  21st  and  150  in  December  (dab, 
thas).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  probably  bred. 

K  Orpington,  a  roost  at  the  Civic  Hall  contained  1,600  on  Jan.  20th,  1,400 
on  Feb.  3rd,  and  1,900  on  Mar.  17th  (rjc). 

S  Hogsmill  S.F.,  200  regularly  roosting  throughout  January  and  February 
(sbws).  Smaller  roosts  located  at  Leatherhead  and  Nutfield  Marsh  S.P.  in 
March  and  April  (raf, dpc, sbws).  Inner  London:  Bankside,  a  pair  seen  on 
May  10th  (dab). 

328b  White  Wagtail  (380) 

An  exceptional  spring  passage. 

E  A  total  of  23  reported  from  five  localities  during  period  Mar.  24th  to  May 
5th  (mkd  et  al.). 

H  Singles  at  Stocker’s  Lake  and  Troy  Mill  G.P.,  between  Mar.  24th  and  Apr. 
27th  (dsf  et  al.).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (hnhs). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  first  noted  on  Mar.  24th,  where  one  to  two  were  seen 
until  May  7th  (je  et  al.).  Staines  Res.,  singles  from  Apr.  16th  until  May  5th 
(Gcr  et  al.).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  21st  (pn,avm). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (avm,pn). 

K  Singles  at  Darrick  Wood,  Orpington,  on  Mar.  12th  (rjc)  and  Swanscombe 
Marsh  on  Apr.  4th  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  4th  and  14th  (sa,jwj).  Barn  Elms  Res., 

,  one  on  Apr.  24th  to  25th  (dpc,peb,rbh)  and  three  on  Apr.  28th  (rbh). 
Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  from  Apr.  13th  to  15th  (dpc). 

329  Waxwing  (383) 

H  Holderston,  one  on  Nov.  24th  (dmo). 

S  Dupont  Road,  Raynes  Park,  one  on  Feb.  19th  (ijk). 
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331  Wren  (299) 

Records  suggest  that  after  a  large  reduction  in  numbers  in  the  severe 
winter,  a  recovery  was  made  later,  possibly  there  was  a  departure  as  opposed 
to  mortality  in  certain  areas.  The  influx  in  Herts.,  Kent  and  Surrey  gives 
strength  to  this  theory. 

E  Hainault  Forest,  40%  reduction  (mkd). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  30  pairs  bred,  an  increase  on  1978  (trd).  Maple  Cross  S.F., 
50  counted  in  January  and  June  (mcrg). 

M  Shepperton  G.P.,  contrasted  with  Osterley  Park  in  having  only  a  small  loss 
in  numbers  (dgh,hwe).  Mill  Hill,  eleven  roosted  in  a  nest  box  from  Feb. 
17th  to  19th  (jkw).  Inner  London:  eleven  territories  in  Hyde  Park  com¬ 
pared  with  21  in  1978  (dab). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  an  influx  of  c.  40  noted  Jan.  28th  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  40+  on  Jan.  1st  (nm).  Decrease  in  breeding  pairs  on 
Banstead  Downs,  Streatham  Common  and  Ashstead/Epsom  Commons 
(nm,mjn,gcs). 

333  Dunnock  (371) 

M  Inner  London :  reported  from  seven  localities  in  late  summer  or  early  winter. 
Maximum  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  where  25  territories 
contrasted  with  34  in  1978  (dab). 

K  Bromley  Common,  c.  40  pairs  bred  (gd). 

336  Robin  (325) 

Inner  London  breeding,  evidence  'of  autumn  passage  and  an  aberrant 
plumage  record  is  given. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  30  on  Sept.  30th  (hnhs). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  25  territories  com¬ 
pared  with  24  in  1978  (dab). 

S  Hurst  Green,  Oxted,  an  example  of  Xanthocroism  -  absence  of  blue  and 
dark  pigmentation,  with  abnormal  retention  of  yellow  -  in  a  female  present 
throughout  the  year  (ehw,kco). 


338  Nightingale  (322)  * 

E  Hainault  Forest,  one  singing  from  Apr.  23rd  to  May  5th  (mkd).  Thomdon 
Park,  one  in  song  from  May  12th  to  18th  (mgw). 

H  Broxbourne  Wood,  a  male  singing  throughout  May  and  June  (cib,hnhs). 
Northaw  Great  Wood,  present  from  Apr.  14th,  a  pair  with  young  on  June 
16th  (hnhs,prk). 

M  Harefield  Chalk  Quarry,  a  singing  male  present  from  May  20th  to  June  9th 

(JE,RDNHS). 

K  Bromley  Common,  a  singing  male  from  Apr.  15th  to  29th  (gd). 

S  Ashstead  Common,  one  in  song  on  several  dates  in  May  (wri,dsd,crac). 
Brooklands,  Weybridge,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (agc).  Champion  Hill, 
a  singing  male  in  May  and  June  (lfw).  Bookham  Common,  two  territories 
in  spring  (gb?).  Headley  Heath,  one  from  May  15th  to  21st  (ajgQ-  Park 
Downs,  Banstead,  one  singing  on  May  17th  (ccl,ksl).  Prince’s  Coverts, 
Oxshott,  three  singing  males  in  May  (wri,htmw).  Weston  Green,  Esher,  one 
singing  on  June  5th  (jb). 
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342  Black  Redstart  (321) 

No  definite  breeding  records  from  Essex  or  Kent.  Many  seen  outside  the 
breeding  season,  in  particular  there  were  wintering  birds  at  Walthamstow, 
Dartford  Marsh,  Beddington  S.F.,  Nazeing  G.P.  and  the  Wm.  Curtis 
Ecological  Park,  Inner  London.  The  distribution  of  pairs  and  singing  males 
in  the  breeding  season  is  given. 


Pairs  Pairs  Singing  Observer 
Bred  Present  Male(s) 


E 

Beckton  Gas  Works 

3 

AFW 

Grays  Cement  Factory 

1 

EBWPS 

Walthamstow  Res. 

1 

LC 

H 

Rye  Power  Station 

1 

HNHS 

M 

Brimsdown  Power  Station 

1 

JF 

Ponders  End 

1 

JF 

Drayton  Park 

1 

CA 

Inner  London :  Broad  Street  Station 

1 

pjcr 

Charlotte  Street 

1 

DjMy 

Chelsea 

2 

THAS 

Kings  Cross 

1 

JG 

Primrose  Hill 

1 

DJMy 

Whitechapel 

1 

PJSrt 

K 

Dartford  Power  Station 

1 

BN 

S 

Beddington  S.F. 

1 

SWG 

Croydon  Central 

1 

PJS/J 

East  Croydon  Station 

1 

AV 

Inner  London :  Bankside  Power  Station 

1 

rs h,  DJMr 

Bermondsey 

1 

TL 

Southwark 

1 

DAB 

Upper  Ground  S.E.l 

1 

WHD 

Totals 

5 

5 

14 

343 

Redstart 

(320) 

No  breeding  records,  but  there  were  three  males  singing  at  a  usual  breeding 
site  in  June.  Scarce  on  passage  but  possibly  under  reported.  All  records 
given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (ag).  Epping  Forest,  three  males  singing 
in  June  (jf).  Hainault,  two  on  Sept.  1st  (mkd).  Havering,  singles  on  Aug. 
28th  and  Oct.  5th,  three  from  Aug.  30th  to  Sept.  3rd  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park, 
a  male  on  Apr.  27th  and  May  12th  (rlh). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  female  on  Apr.  24th  and  May  7th  (gjw,hnhs).  Maple 
Cross  S.F.,  one  on  June  10th  (mcrg).  Radlett  Road,  Watford,  an  immature 
on  Sept.  13th  (cib).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  male  on  Apr.  18th  (dsf). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  on  Sept.  5th  (hhs).  Hampstead  Heath,  a  pair  on  May 
1st  (kes).  Kempton  Park,  a  female  on  Apr.  19th  and  one  on  Aug.  27th  (dp). 
Kenton  Park,  Harrow,  a  female  from  Sept.  25th  to  Oct.  5th  (fihs).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Sept.  5th,  6th  and  Oct.  1st,  two  on 
Sept.  10th  (jpw). 

S  Bookham  Common,  two  on  May  24th  (raf).  Cannon  Hill  Common,  a  male 
on  May  6th  (kde).  Dulwich,  a  female  on  May  8th  (pw«,pbc).  Epsom 
Common,  a  female  on  May  5th  (mjm).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  a  female  on  May 
6th  and  singles  on  Aug.  25th  and  Sept.  30th  to  Oct.  1st  (dpc,rhc).  Rich¬ 
mond  Park,  a  male  on  Apr.  13th  (ml).  Walton  Res.,  a  male  on  May  5th 
(per). 
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341  Whinchat  (318) 

Spring  passage;  one  at  Staines  Res.,  on  Mar.  7th,  was  the  earliest  ever 
London  record  (bm,jas).  No  more  were  reported  until  one  on  Apr.  13th  at 
Banstead ;  almost  daily  thereafter.  Most  of  the  spring  records  were  during 
May  with  a  peak  from  5th  to  9th,  a  max.  of  eight  on  Hampstead  Heath  on 
the  8th,  then  a  steady  flow  until  19th.  A  pair  at  Rainham  in  breeding  season, 
but  no  nesting  proved  ( per  mkd).  Autumn  passage  started  on  July  15th 
with  a  juvenile  bird  at  Bentley  Priory,  in  Middx.,  followed  in  the  next  few 
days  by  a  few  in  Essex  and  Bucks.  A  thin  flow  during  August,  increased 
in  numbers  sharply  from  the  28th  to  31st.  September  saw  the  highest 
numbers  with  a  maximum  of  six  on  15th  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  seven  at 
Rainham  on  9th. 

Three  October  records,  on  the  2nd  at  Epsom,  on  the  9th  at  Holmethorpe 
and  on  Bromley  Common  on  Oct.  21st.  Last  bird  was  one  on  Epsom  Downs 
on  Nov.  9th.  Inner  London:  three  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  May  8th 
(dab),  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  May  8th,  one  on  Aug.  31st,  three  on  Sept. 
4th  and  one  on  Sept.  21st  (jpw). 

345  Stonechat  (317) 

Breeding  in  similar  numbers  to  previous  years  despite  the  severe  winter. 
Reported  outside  the  breeding  season  in  many  places,  particularly  by  the 
River  Thames,  where  at  least  four  during  severe  weather  on  unfrozen 
foreshore.  Breeding  and  Inner  London  records  only  are  given. 

E  Barking,  one  male  during  the  summer,  but  no  breeding  proved  (ebwps). 
Hornchurch,  two  pairs  are  believed  to  have  bred  (mkd).  Rainham  Marsh, 
three  pairs  with  young;  one  pair  reared  two  broods  (mkd). 

M  Wembley,  a  pair  seen  with  young  on  July  16th  (dmf);  Brent  Res.,  a  pair 
raised  two  young  (aw/). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  one  pair  with  young  (wri);  Epsom  Common,  two  pairs 
with  young  (esb);  Richmond  Park,  a  pair  with  two  young  in  July  (grs  et  al.). 
Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  Jan.  27th  and  Feb.  18th  (rea). 

346  Wheatear  (311) 

Spring  passage  first  observed  on  Mar.  17th  at  Walton  Res.  (S)  and  Wal¬ 
thamstow  Res.  (pc/,lc).  Many  records  in  late  March  and  early  April,  a 
widespread  movement  reported  on  Apr.  7th  and  10th.  Sustained  passage 
throughout  May  with  birds  of  the  Greenland  race  ( [leucorrhoa )  at  Rye 
Meads  on  the  13th,  Wimbledon  Common  on  the  7th  and  one  at  Rainham  . 
Marsh  on  June  9th.  Autumn  passage  began  on  July  22nd  with  singles  at 
Kempton  and  at  Fairlop  on  Aug.  2nd.  First  peak  around  Aug.  24th  to  31st 
with  max.  of  17  on  Aug.  25th,  second  peak  in  mid-September  with  a  total 
of  10  on  the  15th,  though  generally  September  figures  were  smaller  but  over 
six  at  several  localities  on  the  30th.  October  records  were  scattered  until  the 
last  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  the  27th  and  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Nov  10th. 

E  A  nest  with  four  eggs  located  in  June;  later  fledged  young  seen  being  fed. 
Details  of  the  site  are  confidential  as  it  is  thought  a  pair  bred  there  in  1978 
(cwp). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  two  to  three  in  April  (jpw);  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  on  May  8th  (dab).  Chelsea  Creek,  two  on  May  24th  (thas). 

In  autumn,  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Aug.  20th  and  29th  and  one  on  Sept. 
4th. 

S  Inner  London:  Wm.  Curtis  Ecological  Park,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (jco). 
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359  Ring  Ouzel  (307) 

E  Fisher’s  Green,  a  female  on  Apr.  19th  (gjw). 

M  Mill  Hill,  one  on  Oct.  6th  (aw/). 

K  Orpington,  a  male  on  May  5th  and  a  female  on  May  8th  (rjc). 

S  Dulwich,  a  male  on  Apr.  19th  to  21st  (pw/i,pbc).  Kew  Gardens,  a  male  on 
Oct.  14th  (rs«). 

360  Blackbird  (308) 

Numbers  associated  with  severe  winter,  a  ringing  record  and  Inner  London 
territories  are  given. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  100  on  Feb.  24th  (mcrg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  112  territories  (134  in 
1978)  (dab, rfs). 

K  Stonehill  Farm/Joyden’s  Wood,  200  in  January  (drg).  Stanhill  Farm, 
Wilmington,  300+  on  Feb.  18th  (drg).  Orpington,  a  male  ringed  by  DJMr 
on  Jan.  27th,  1979,  was  shot  in  S.E.  Finland,  on  Sept.  25th. 


364  Fieldfare  (302) 

The  hard  weather  movements  associated  with  the  cold  spell  at  the  end  of 
1978  were  noted  on  Jan.  1st  from  many  areas  including  Bromley  Common, 
Chislehurst,  Dulwich,  Orpington  and  Inner  London.  The  huge  roost 
estimated  at  9,000  which  had  assembled  in  the  last  week  of  December 
1978  in  a  wood  at  Cheshunt,  Herts.,  remained  until  mid-January,  then 
gradually  decreased  to  1,000  by  the  end  of  the  month  (kr,lvpg).  Flocks  of 
300  to  500  noted  elsewhere  in  Herts,  from  late  January  to  March.  Other 
roosts  were  c.  1,000  at  Northwood,  Middx.,  on  Jan.  22nd  and  500  at  Bentley 
Priory  on  Jan.  1st.  Movements  later  included  500  at  Hersham,  Surrey,  on 
Feb.  14th,  followed  by  3,000  at  Wilmington  on  Feb.  18th.  Maxima  for 
March  was  500  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  Middx.  Only  one  May  record  of 
one  at  Sevenoaks,  Kent,  on  the  7th.  First  arrivals  of  winter  were,  one  W 
over  Regent’s  Park  and  22  also  flying  W  at  Shepperton,  Middx.,  on  Oct. 
18th.  Generally  distributed  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  flocks  not  exceeding 
300.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  34  on  Jan.  1st 
and  90  on  Jan.  24th  which  coincided  with  20  to  30  in  Regent’s  Park  and 
Vincent  Square  on  the  same  day  (dab,pjs«).  Embankment,  25  flew  N  on 
Jan.  23rd  and  20  flew  N  over  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  on 
Jan.  26th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  maxima  of  20  in  February  and  30  in  March 
(jpw);  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  150  on  Mar.  5th,  40  on  17th 
and  48  on  Dec.  25th  (dab). 


365  Song  Thrush  (303) 

An  influx  during  severe  weather  at  Wilmington,  Kent,  of  100  in  January 
and  1 50  in  February,  were  the  maximum  numbers  seen. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  20  territories,  a 
decrease  compared  with  35  in  1978  (dab, rfs).  Brompton  Cemetery,  two 
pairs  bred  (thas):  Russell  Square,  adult  feeding  young  on  June  29th  (sc p). 
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366  Redwing  (304) 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  during  the  severe  weather,  numbers  were  much 
lower  than  Fieldfare.  The  largest  flocks  reported  were  500  at  Bentley 
Priory,  Middx.,  on  Jan.  1st  and  500  at  a  roost  near  Stanhill  Farm,  Wilming¬ 
ton,  Kent,  on  Feb.  18th.  A  flock  of  300  at  Eden  Park,  Kent,  from  Jan.  11th 
decreased  to  200  by  February  and  100  remained  on  Apr.  3rd.  There  were 
at  least  250  feeding  on  the  berry  crop  on  the  banks  of  Queen  Mary  Res., 
Middx.,  on  Jan.  1st;  the  same  day  140  flew  W  over  Dulwich.  At  Bromley 
Common,  Kent,  numbers  reached  a  max.  of  300  on  Feb.  11th.  Overall  there 
was  a  total  of  15  flocks  each  containing  over  a  hundred  birds  during  the 
first  four  months  of  the  year;  generally  flock  sizes  were  much  smaller  than 
in  previous  winters  with  many  small  foraging  flocks  being  reported.  One 
May  record  at  Ham  Common,  Surrey,  on  the  6th  (knaa). 

The  first  autumn  arrival  was  one  in  Kew  Gardens  on  Oct.  1st  (rbh).  The 
first  main  unflux  was  not  until  mid-October  and  widespread,  many  flocks 
were  nightly  heard  passing  to  the  SW  at  this  time.  A  flock  of  137  on  Oct. 
19th  at  Beckenham,  Kent,  rose  to  165  by  Nov.  12th.  During  November  a 
flock  of  400  built  up  at  Dartford  Marsh,  Kent.  During  December  some 
large  numbers  were  again  on  the  move  with  550  at  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  Herts, 
on  the  15th  and  over  200  at  Stocker’s  Farm  on  the  28th,  and  there  were 
150  at  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey,  in  the  last  half  of  the  month. 

Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

Brompton  Cemetery,  up  to  10  on  eight  dates  moving  W/'NW  in  February 
and  March  (thas).  Chelsea,  first  recorded  on  night  of  Oct.  17th  when  a 
fairly  heavy  passage  heard  (peb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens, 
up  to  20  flying  over  on  16  dates  between  January  and  March.  No  wintering 
flock  (dab).  F.egent’s  Park,  spring  passage  began  with  25  on  Feb.  19th, 
rising  to  50  by  the  22nd  with  only  10  remaining  the  next  day.  Numbers 
fluctuated  from  then  on,  but  up  to  21  present  until  Mar.  30th  after  which 
most  departed,  three  remained  until  Apr.  9th.  Small  numbers  recorded  on 
autumn  passage  on  various  dates  from  Oct.  1st  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  an  albino  bird  present  for  the  second  winter  in  succession 
(trd,hnhs). 


367  Mistle  Thrush  (301) 

Hard  weather  movements  in  January;  Epsom  Downs,  200  moving  SW  on 
22nd;  Feltham,  50  on  28th;  Regent’s  Park,  Inner  London,  20  flying  over  on 
30th.  Thorndon  Park,  50+  on  Sept.  3rd  and  9th. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  five  territories  (dab, 
rfs).  Westminster,  Mar.  8th  one  singing  from  top  of  ten  storey  building 
(kco).  Brompton  Cemetery,  one  pair  with  three  young  (thas);  Holland 
Park,  adult  collecting  food  on  Apr.  25th  (efb). 


369  Cetti’s  Warbler  (326) 

E/H  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  four  localities  in  the  Lea  Valley.  At  one 
locality  five  individuals  in  August  were  all  first-year  birds.  Singles  reported 
at  other  times  of  the  year  (hnhs,gjw  et  al.). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  27th  and  Feb.  4th  (rjc). 

S  Locality  withheld,  one  from  Aug.  28th  to  Sept.  5th. 
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373  Grasshopper  Warbler  (327) 

Only  records  of  birds  remaining  during  the  breeding  season  are  given. 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  maximum  seven  singing  in  June  (prk,rap).  Cheshunt 
G.P.,  two  singing  May  23rd  to  July  25th  (prk).  Rye  Meads,  three  on  July 
14th  the  maximum  (hnhs).  Symondshyde,  five  singing  on  May  4th  but  only 
two  in  June  (cib,hnhs). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  ten  pairs  where  only  one  in  1978  (dp).  Banstead 
Downs,  three  pairs  bred,  at  least  one  successfully  (nm).  Epsom  Common, 
one  pair  located  (wri). 

378  Sedge  Warbler  (337) 

Inner  London  records,  comments  on  the  breeding  season  and  a  1978 
ringing  recovery  are  given. 

E  Bred,  or  singing  males  present  at  Berwick  Ponds  (12  pairs),  Fisher’s  Green, 
Hornchurch  (five  pairs),  Navestock  (five  singing),  Nazeing,  Kainham  Marsh 
(eight  singing),  Sewardstone,  Waltham  Abbey  and  Walthamstow  Res. 
(mkd,cf«,jf). 

H  Bred,  or  singing  males  present  at  Croxley  Moor,  Maple  Cross,  Maple 
Lodge  and  Rye  Meads.  Stocker’s  Lake,  12  pairs  bred  (jrb5,trd,hnhs). 
Maple  Cross  S.F.,  the  last  for  the  year  was  one  on  Sept.  29th  (hnhs). 

M  Uxbridge,  the  first  for  the  year  was  one  on  Apr.  10th  (pn).  Alexandra  Park, 
one  pair  bred  (dpt).  Brent  Res.,  10  territories  (lab).  Shepperton  G.P.,  two 
pairs  (hwe).  Stain  Hill  Res.,  probably  one  pair  bred  (dp).  Inner  London: 
Kensington  Gardens,  two  singing  in  the  Long  Water  Sanctuary  on  May  1st 
and  2nd  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  three  singing  on  May  1st,  two  on  May  2nd 
and  3rd,  singles  on  May  10th,  11th  and  June  6th  and  11th  (jpw).  St.  James’s 
Park,  one  singing  on  May  8th  (bn). 

B  Thorney  Weir,  10  pairs  bred  (md). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  several  pairs  bred  (ss).  Ruxley  G.P.,  at  least  one  pair  bred 
successfully  (sjg).  Swanscombe  Marsh/Broadness,  a  minimum  of  seven 
territories  on  June  9th  (lfw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  five  pairs  in  July  (j Dh).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  ten  pairs  (dpc). 
Additional  record  1978 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  controlled  on  Aug.  18th  had  been  ringed  at  Durham 
on  May  14th,  1978  (rrg). 

382  Reed  Warbler  (333) 

Comments  on  the  breeding  season  and  two  additional  1978  ringing  re¬ 
coveries  are  given.  More  information  is  required  on  the  breeding  season 
distribution. 

E  Bred,  or  birds  singing  at  Berwick  Pond  (c.  25  singing),  Fisher’s  Green, 
Hornchurch  (11  singing),  Navestock,  Nazeing,  Rainham  Marsh  (c.  25 
singing),  Sewardstone,  Walthamstow  Res.  (five  pairs),  and  West  Thurrock 
(between  30  and  50  in  a  reedbed  in  June  and  July)  (mkd,cf/z,jf,jdh). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  14  pairs  bred  (trd).  The  last  for  the  year  was  one  at  Rye 
Meads  on  Oct.  14th  (hnhs). 

M  Brent  Res.,  12  territories  (lab).  Dewe’s  Farm  G.P.,  several  pairs  bred  (pn). 
Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on  territory  from  May  25th  to  June  9th  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding  (kes).  Harefield  Place  G.P.,  several  pairs  bred  (pn). 
Stain  Plill  Res.,  between  six  and  ten  pairs  bred  in  a  drained  reservoir  (dp). 

B  The  first  for  the  year  were  three  at  Old  Slade  N.R.  on  Apr.  13th  (mtnhs). 
Thorney  Weir,  12  pairs  bred  (md). 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  20+  pairs  bred  (ss).  Swanscombe  Marsh/Broadness,  a 
minimum  of  nine  territories  (lfw). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  at  least  five  pairs  present  (nm). 

Additional  records  1978 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  ringed  on  June  25th,  1978,  was  recovered  at  Agadir, 
Morocco,  on  Oct.  4th,  1978.  One  retrapped  on  Aug.  6th,  1978,  had  been 
ringed  at  Settary,  Settet,  Morocco,  on  May  10th,  1977  (rrg). 

397  Lesser  Whitethroat  (348) 

Few  comments  on  status  were  received.  At  Bookham  Common,  Surrey, 
the  number  of  pairs  was  three  compared  with  six  in  1978.  At  Kempton  Park, 
Middx.,  the  number  of  birds  trapped  was  34  compared  with  60  in  1978. 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  May  1st  and  9th  and  two 
on  May  5th  and  8th;  one  on  Aug.  17th  (dab).  Regent's  Park,  singles  on 
May  4th,  10th  and  25th,  and  on  Aug.  21st,  30th,  Sept.  20th  and  27th  (jpw). 
Embankment,  one  in  song  outside  the  Embankment  Underground  Station 
on  May  13th  (mkd).  Lansdowne  Road,  W.ll,  one  singing  May  14th  to  16th 
(bn). 

398  Whitethroat  ,  (347) 

The  only  comment  on  status  was  that  six  pairs  at  Park  Downs,  Surrey, 
was  the  highest  number  since  1969.  At  Bookham  Common,  Surrey,  there 
were  nine  pairs,  the  same  number  as  in  1978.  One  pair  bred  on  Hampstead 
Heath,  the  first  to  do  so  since  1969.  It  is  commoner  than  the  Lesser  White- 
throat  in  most  areas.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Aug.  21st  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on 
May  3rd,  4th  and  16th;  two  on  Aug.  17th,  three  on  Sept.  4th,  singles  on 
Aug.  21st,  24th  and  Sept.  5th  (jpw). 

399  Garden  Warbler  (346) 

y 

Only  eight  were  trapped  at  Kempton  Park,  Middx.,  compared  with  24  in 
1978.  Six  pairs  at  Hainault,  Essex,  was  the  largest  number  reported  breeding 
at  any  locality.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  May  8th,  9th  and  18th, 
two  on  May  21st;  singles  on  Aug.  8th,  11th  and  15th,  two  on  Aug.  24th,  and 
one  on  Sept.  5th  (dab). 

\ 

400  Blackcap  (343) 

The  numbers  breeding  in  our  area  appear  to  have  been  good  but  the  autumn 
passage  was  poor;  only  33  were  trapped  at  Kempton  Park,  Middx.,  com¬ 
pared  with  1 12  in  1978,  and  very  few  were  trapped  at  Joyden’s  Wood,  Kent. 

In  spite  of  the  severe  weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  a 
number  of  winter  records  and  those  for  January,  February',  November  and 
December  together  with  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Forest  Gate,  a  male  on  Feb.  3rd  (ebwps). 

H  Broxbourne,  a  male  feeding  on  bacon  scraps  on  Jan.  18th  (io).  Mill  End,  a 
male  on  Jan.  27th  (rrd).  Waltham  Cross,  a  female  seen  on  many  dates 
from  Jan.  8th  to  Mar.  5th,  eating  apples,  etc.  (mjfA). 
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M  Barnet,  one  at  Naylor  Road  on  Feb.  3rd  (dw«).  Harefield,  a  male  Feb. 
10th  and  11th  and  two  males  Feb.  17th  and  21st  fed  on  raisins  and  bacon 
fat  (rdnhs).  Harrow,  a  male  Dec.  15th  to  31st,  two  males  on  Dec.  23rd 
(hhs).  Isleworth,  a  male  on  Jan.  1st  (dhw).  Kempton  Park,  one  on  Nov. 
24th  (dp).  North  Ealing,  a  male  on  Jan.  14th  (bas).  Osterley  Park,  one  on 
Dec.  2nd  (dgh).  Southgate,  one  at  Lincoln  Avenue  on  Feb.  17th  (dwa). 
Inner  London:  Holland  Park,  two  pairs  present  (peb).  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  two  territories  (dab.rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred; 
singles  on  Sept.  7th  and  Oct.  1st  (jpw).  Brompton  Cemetery,  one  reported 
feeding  at  a  bird  table  in  early  March  (thas). 

K  Bromley,  a  male  on  Jan.  6th  (gbc).  Northfleet,  a  male  on  three  dates  in 
January  (lfw).  Petts  Wood,  a  female  on  four  dates  in  December  and  a  male 
on  one  date  in  December  (mcf). 

S  Purley,  a  female  on  Feb.  14th,  two  females  on  Feb.  16th  and  a  male  on 
Feb.  17th  (rfik).  Reigate  a  male  and  a  female  on  Dec.  15th  (nw).  Shepley, 
a  male  on  Feb.  19th  (nm).  Thames  Ditton,  a  male  on  Jan.  5th  (sbws). 


408  Wood  Warbler  (357) 

E  Hainault,  two  singing  in  May,  one  pair  with  young  on  June  9th  and  23rd 
(mkd,mk).  Harlow  South,  singles  on  May  8th  and  July  6th  (ajlp).  Wan- 
stead  Park,  one  on  Apr.  13th  (cwp). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  May  6th  (tpa).  Bishop’s  Wood,  one  on  May  12th 
(avm).  Rickmansworth,  one  on  May  7th  (rrd,trd,avm).  Stanstead  Abbots 
G.P.,  one  on  May  6th  (lvpg). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  on  Aug.  5th  (DPy).  Hamsptead  Heath,  singles  on 
Apr.  28th  and  May  1st,  three  on  May  8th  (kes).  Osterley  Park,  one  on 
May  7th  (dgh).  Ruislip,  a  male  singing  at  Mad  Bess  Wood  on  several  dates 
from  May  29th  to  June  19th  but  no  female  seen  (dmf).  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  May  8th,  two  on  May  11th 
(dab).  Regent’s  Park,  two  on  Apr.  18ih,  singles  on  Apr.  21st,  May  10th  and 
11th  (gcg, jpw). 

B  Oak  End  Wood,  one  on  Apr.  15th  (jdh). 

K  Foots  Cray  Wood,  one  on  May  9th  (ss).  Petts  Wood,  one  singing  on  May 
7th,  two  singing  on  June  24th  and  July  1st,  and  one  on  July  22nd,  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding  (pa,khp,ss). 

S  Banstead  Wood,  one  singing  on  May  14th  (wri).  Bookham  Common,  an 
adult  and  three  young  on  July  1st  (raf).  Headley,  a  pair  at  Nower  Wood 
(rhbf).  Headley  Heath,  one  on  June  16th  (ckd,pod).  Reigate,  one  at  Priory 
Park  on  May  26th  (ggc).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  May  6th  (rsb).  Tadworth, 
one  on  Sept.  10th  (ckd,pod).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  singing  on  May 
5th  and  7th  (wri,rs h). 


409  Chiffchaff  (356) 

During  the  winter  months  there  were  records  of  ten  birds  from  seven 
localities  in  January,  five  birds  from  four  localities  in  February,  two  birds 
from  two  localities  in  November  and  20  birds  from  14  localities  in  Dec¬ 
ember.  One  at  Ruxley  G.P.  (K),  on  Mar.  24th  showed  characters  of  the 
race  abietinus  (rjc).  One  trapped  at  Ruxley  G.P.  (K),  on  Nov.  28th  had 
been  ringed  at  Littlebrook,  G.P.  (K),  on  Jan.  8th,  1978.  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 
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M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  Mar.  27th, 
singles  from  Mar.  29th  to  May  11th;  one  to  three  from  Sept.  5th  to  Oct. 
5th  (dab,th£,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  most  dates  from  Mar.  28th  to 
Apr.  11th  and  on  Apr.  19th;  singles  on  Aug.  21st  and  29th,  then  daily 
until  Oct.  10th,  maximum  six  on  Oct.  1st,  one  on  Oct.  18th  and  a  wintering 
bird  on  Dec.  10th  and  11th  (jpw).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  trapped  and 
ringed  on  Dec.  22nd  (rfs). 

410  Willow  Warbler  (354) 

Some  estimates  of  breeding  populations  and  Inner  London  records  are 
given. 

E  Hainault,  60  pairs  (mkd).  Dagnam  Park,  15  singing  males  (ag). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  11th, 
then  one  to  six  almost  daily  from  Apr.  23rd  to  May  9th;  one  on  July  25th, 
then  almost  daily  up  to  Sept.  12th,  maximum  20  on  Aug.  11th  (dab, rfs). 
Regent’s  Park,  first  on  Apr.  9th,  then  daily  until  May  11th,  maxima  six  on 
Apr.  24th,  26th  and  May  1st;  two  on  July  19th,  present  throughout  August, 
maxima  20  on  Aug.  10th,  and  up  to  Sept.  20th  maxima  of  six  on  Sept.  6th 
(jpw).  Holland  Park,  singing  males  present  (epb,peb).  Hammersmith,  one 
singing  in  Ravenscourt  Park  on  May  9th  (peb,ng-t). 

K  Bromley  Common,  15  to  20  pairs  bred  (gd). 

S  Ashtead  Common,-  18  territories  (dp).  Park  Downs,  16  pairs  (rhbf). 
Wimbledon  Common,  50  pairs  (dlw).  Inner  London:  Southwark,  one  at 
the  Wm.  Curtis  Ecological  Park  on  Aug.  31st  (thas). 

411  Goldcrest  (364) 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Jan.  5th,  Apr.  3rd  and  Apr.  5th  (dab, rfs). 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Sept.  27th  and  Oct.  19th,  two  on  Nov.  27th  (jpw). 

412  Firecrest  (365) 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  Apr.  18th  (isr).  Hainault  Forest,  one  on  Feb.  17th 
(nan),  and  a  male  singing  on  Apr.  23rd  (mkd).  Little  Warley  Common,  one 
on  Apr.  8th  (dsb). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  May  2nd  (hnhs). 

M  Osterley  Park,  one  singing  on  June  3rd  (dgh).  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  Apr.  10th  and  11th  and  May  16th  (jpw). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one  on  May  30th  (mtnhs).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  on  Mar. 
3rd  (eeg). 

K  Foots  Cray  Woods,  a  male  on  Apr.  8th  (sjg).  Littlebrook  G.P.,  one  on  . 
Mar.  11th  (drg).  Northfleet,  one  on  Jan.  19th  had  been  present  on  Dec. 
17th  and  24th,  1978  (lfw).  Orpington,  one  at  Darrick  Wood  on  Apr.  26th 
(rjc). 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  one  by  Beverley  Brook  on  Apr.  5th  (ng-t). 

413  Spotted-Flycatcher  (366) 

The  largest  number  of  pairs  reported  were  14  in  Epping  Forest  and  12  at 
Hainault,  both  in  Essex  (mkd).  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Holland  Park,  three  pairs  (peb).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred, 
six  territories  (dab, rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  May  8th,  then  present  until 
Oct.“  5th  (jpw).  Brompton  Cemetery,  one  pair  bred  (thas).  Paddington 
Green,  a  pair  feeding  young  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Mary’s  Church  on 
July  19th  (pjsh). 
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416  Pied  Flycatcher 


(368) 


As  in  1978,  scarce  on  both  passages.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Harlow  Woods,  one  on  Sept.  8th  (tw).  Nazeing,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (bcc). 
Sewardstone,  a  female  on  May  5th  (pab,cf//,gjw). 

H  Cheshunt,  a  male  on  Apr.  10th  (fcb).  Garston,  a  male  on  May  7th  (hnhs). 
Watford,  one  by  the  River  Colne  on  Aug.  18th  and  two  on  Sept.  13th  (cib). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  from  Aug.  21st  to  24th  (kes).  Kenton  Park,  one  on 
Oct.  2nd  and  5th  (hhs).  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  a  male  on 
May  2nd;  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Sept.  7th,  9th  and  20th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s 
Park,  a  male  May  1st  to  3rd;  a  male  on  Sept.  4th,  two  on  Sept.  10th  (jpw). 

K  Orpington,  one  on  Sept.  23rd  (rjc). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  female  on  May  9th  (mjn). 

417  Bearded  Tit  (295) 

E  Fisher’s  Green,  four  on  Jan.  20th,  three  on  Jan.  27th  (gjw,prk).  Seward¬ 
stone,  four  on  Oct.  11th  (pr). 

H  Kings  Weir  G.P.,  three  on  Jan.  27th  (prk).  Rye  Meads,  12  on  Jan.  14th 
and  up  to  eight  in  February;  one  Oct.  27th,  ten  Nov.  10th  (hnhs,lvpg). 
Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  20  on  Jan.  27th,  a  male  on  Mar.  24th,  at  least  two 
on  Mar.  25th,  last  seen  Mar.  30th;  five  on  Oct.  27th  and  15  on  Nov.  17th 
(hnhs,lvpg).  Seven  were  trapped  by  rmrg  at  Rye  Meads  and  Stanstead 
Abbots  on  Oct.  28th  (hnhs). 

M  Brent  Res.,  three  on  Jan.  10th  and  13th,  two  on  Feb.  9th  (rap,es//,dw«, 
aw /);  nine  Oct.  17th,  two  Nov.  2nd  (wjw,aw/). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Oct.  21st  (MSr). 


418  Long-tailed  Tit 


(294) 


The  hard  winter  apparently  did  not  affect  breeding  numbers.  A  slight 
reduction  at  Hainault,,  Essex,  was  noted,  but  at  Bookham  Common,  Surrey, 
five  pairs  bred  compared  with  four  in  1978.  At  Epsom,  Surrey,  three  were 
seen  mobbing  a  Kestrel  on  Apr.  21st  (jRBy).  A  ringing  recovery  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Wanstead  S.F.,  one  controlled  on  Feb.  3rd  had  been  ringed  at  Walbers- 
wick,  Suffolk,  on  Oct.  14th,  1978  (cwp). 

M  Inner  London:  heard  on  Sept.  24th  and  20+  seen  on  Sept.  26th  in  Regent’s 
Park  (jpw). 

419  Marsh  Tit  (292) 

Breeding, season  records  and  the  sole  Inner  London  record  are  given. 


E  Dagnam  Park,  one  or  two  pairs  (ag).  Hainault,  10  pairs;  Havering,  two 
pairs,  Navestock,  one  pair  (mkd). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  a  pair  on  May  5th  (prk). 

M  Trent  Park,  4+  on  Apr.  24th  (aw/).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on 
July  6th  (jpw). 

K  Badger’s  Mount,  a  pair  displaying  on  Mar.  20th  (pde).  Bromley  Common, 
two  pairs  bred  (gd). 

S  Arbrook  Common,  birds  located  in  six  areas  on  Apr.  6th ;  a  nest  found  on 
May  4th  contained  10  eggs.  Ashtead  Forest,  two  pairs  located.  Banstead 
Wood,  three  pairs  located  (wri).  Bookham  Common,  three  pairs  (gbc). 
Epsom  Common,  one  pair.  Fairmile  Common,  three  pairs,  and  Westend 
Common,  two  pairs  (wri). 
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420  Willow  Tit  (293) 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given.  No  records  were  received  for  Inner 
London. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  pair;  Dagnam  Park,  one  or  two  pairs;  Hainault,  two 
or  three  pairs;  Havering,  one  pair;  Sewardstone  and  Waltham  Abbey,  two 
or  three  at  each  (mkd,cf«,jf,ag). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  a  pair  on  Apr.  11th;  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  pair  bred  (trd). 
M  Arrandene,  2+  in  March  and  April;  Mill  Hill,  a  pair  on  Mar.  30th  (aw/). 
K  Andrews  Wood,  adults  feeding  two  young  on  June  21st  (ss).  Orpington, 
two  on  Apr.  29th  and  one  on  May  3rd  at  Darrick  Wood  (rjc). 

S  Pairs  located  at  Arbrook  Common  (one),  Ashtead  Common  (three), 
Bookham  Common  (one),  Burgh  Heath  (one),  Epsom  Common  (one), 
Littleworth  Common  (one),  Oxshott,  Prince’s  Coverts  (four),  Oxshott, 
Sixty  Acre  Wood  (three),  Oxshott,  Stoke  Wood  (two),  Wimbledon 
Common  (one),  and  Wimbledon,  Copse  Hill  (one)  (gb^,wri,rhbf). 

422  Coal  Tit  (290) 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  12  territories  (dab,rfs).  St. 
James’s  Park,  one  on  Mar.  12th  (pc/).  Brompton  Cemetery,  noted  as 
becoming  more  common  (thas). 

423  Blue  Tit  (289) 

Inner  London  records  and  an  estimate  of  the  breeding  population  at 
Bromley  Common  (K)  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  bred  63  territories  (dab, 
rfs).  Brompton  Cemetery,  two  pairs  bred,  present  throughout  the  year 
(thas).  " 

K  Bromley  Common,  c.  40  pairs  bred  (gd). 

S  Inner  London:  Southwark,  seen  and  heard  regularly  in  March  and  April 
and  again  from  the  end  of  August  at  the  Wm.  Curtis  Ecological  Park  (jco). 

424  Great  Tit  (288) 

Inner  London  records  and  an  estimate  of  the  breeding  population  at 
Bromley  Common  (K)  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  27  territories 
(dab, rfs).  Brompton  Cemetery,  two  pairs  bred,  present  throughout  the' 
year  (thas). 

K  Bromley  Common,  c.  16  pairs  bred  (gd). 

S  Inner  London:  Southwark,  one  on  Sept.  21st  and  29th  at  the  Wm.  Curtis 
Ecological  Park  (jcu). 

425  Nuthatch  (296) 

More  information  was  received  for  Essex  regarding  the  breeding  season 
distribution  than  for  the  other  counties  and  is  given  below.  No  records 
were  received  for  Inner  London. 

E'  Nested  at  Chingford,  Leytonstone,  Snaresbrook  and  Wanstead  (rb,cwp, 
sw).  Dagnam  Park,  one  pair  (ag).  Epping  Forest,  very  numerous  (jf). 
Hainault,  five  pairs;  Havering,  one  pair  (mkd). 
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427  Treecreeper 


(298) 


Little  information  was  submitted  regarding  this  species,  rhk  commented 
that  it  has  disappeared  from  a  former  breeding  site  at  Cannon  Hill 
Common  (S),  due  to  the  felling  of  elms.  At  Leatherhead  (S),  raf  had  only 
one  observation  in  1979  compared  with  18  in  1977  and  eight  in  1978.  But 
there  were  three  or  four  pairs  along  1km  of  the  River  Mole  at  Cobham 
(S),  on  Mar.  24th  (dkjw)  and  probably  three  pairs  bred  at  Bromley  Com¬ 
mon  (K)  (gd). 

Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  territory  in  Kensington  Gardens, 
probably  bred  as  adult  seen  carrying  food  in  Buck  Hill  area  (dab). 

432  Red-backed  Shrike  (388) 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  26th  (gch,pfh). 

434  Great  Grey  Shrike  (384) 

E  Fisher’s  Green,  one  on  Jan.  14th;  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Jan.  12th  (gjw). 

Both  records  probably  of  the  same  bird  reported  under  Cheshunt  below. 
H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  a  number  of  dates  in  January  and  February  (fcb, 

HNHS,GJW). 

K  Thamesmead,  one  on  Jan.  15th  (pjs/i). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  8th  (nm). 


436  Jay 


(286) 


The  largest  number  of  breeding  pairs  reported  was  eight  at  Bromley 
Common  in  Kent  (gd).  Inner  London  records  are  given  below. 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  two  territories,  probably  bred  (dab). 
Brompton  Cemetery,  two  pairs  nested,  10-12  present  in  winter  (thas). 


437  Magpie 


(284) 


Large  parties  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Havering,  30+  on  Oct.  28th  and  Dec.  29th  (mkd). 

M  Poyle,  77  on  Feb.  28th,  52  on  Mar.  10th  and  31  on  Apr.  13th  (rbh,avm, 
cww).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  five 
territories  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  bred;  10  counted  on  Oct.  8th  (jpw). 
Brompton  Cemetery,  frequently  noted  (thas).  Holland  Park,  a  pair  on 
Apr.  25th  (epb).  Marlborough  House,  two  in  gardens  on  Dec.  23rd  (gb /). 
St.  James’s  Park,  two  on  Sept.  24th  (pjs«). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  30  the  maximum  for  January  to  March  (drg). 

S  Inner  London:  Southwark  Park,  the  Parks  Superintendent  reported  that 
one  pair  bred  {per  ico). 

440  Jackdaw  (283) 

Large  numbers  at  Wraysbury  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  two,  perched  in  a  tree,  later  flew  off 
W  on  Oct.  9th  (dab). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  300  on  Feb.  3rd  and  25th  (avm);  on  Dec.  21th  a  mixed 
flock  of  Jackdaws,  Carrion  Crows  and  Rooks  was  about  60%  Jackdaws 
(rrg);  on  Dec.  30th  a  mixed  flock  of  Jackdaws  and  Carrion  Crows  was 
about  80%  Jackdaws  (avm). 
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441  Rook 


(282) 


Comments  on  nesting  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Coxtie  Green,  25  pairs;  Hainault,  one  nest ;  Passingford,  six  pairs,  a  decline; 
Roding  Valley,  11  rookeries  with  a  total  of  174  nests;  Theydon  Bois,  10 
pairs  nesting  at  a  new  site  (mkd). 

H  Batchworth,  10+  nests  on  Mar.  18th  (avm).  Bucks  Hill,  55  nests  in  old 
rookery  on  Apr.  10th  (jrb^). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  flying  SE  on  Feb.  20th  (jpw). 

B  Denham,  78  occupied  nests  on  Apr.  1st  (je).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  36+  nests 
in  a  new  rookery  on  Apr.  13  th  (avm). 

S  Walton  Downs,  41  occupied  nests  on  Apr.  6th  (ckd,pod). 

442a  Carrion  Crow  (280) 

Gatherings  of  200  or  more  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  200  on  Nov.  3rd  (jf). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  11  territories 
(dab,rfs).  Brompton  Cemetery,  two  pairs  nested  (thas).  Mecklenburgh 
Square,  W.C.l,  one  pair  bred  (sc/?). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  see  comments  under  Jackdaw  for  Dec.  24th  and  30th. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  200  on  Jan.  28th  (nm).  Wimbledon  Common,  c.  1,500  on 
Jan.  1st  (bam). 

442b  Hooded  Crow  (281) 

K  Northfleet,  one  flew  over  on  May  21st  (slw). 


(389) 


444  Starling 


Large  roosts  in  rural  areas  and  Inner  London  breeding  and^passage  records 
are  given. 

H  Abbots  Langley,  5,000  in  January  (hnhs).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  up  to  5,000 
in  June  (hnhs,mcrg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  25  nests; 
autumn  movements  110  W  on  Nov.  1st,  200  W/NW  on  Nov.  8th,  40  W  on 
Nov.  9th,  440  W  on  Nov.  19th  and  65  NW  on  Nov.  28th  (dab,rfs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh  50,000  in  February,  the  highest  roosting  numbers  recorded 
at  the  marsh  (drg).  Joyden’s  Wood,  5,000  Nov.  25th  was  the  maximum  for  . 
the  October  to  December  period  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  5,000  on  Feb.  18th  (nm).  Inner  London:  bred  at  County 
Hall,  S.E.l,  Archbishop’s  Park,  Lambeth  and  Lambeth  Palace  Gardens 
(PJSrt). 


446  House  Sparrow  (424) 

No  information  received  for  Inner  London.  The  only  figures  for  flocks 
received  are  given. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  1,000  to  1,200  in  fields  from  Sept.  27th  to  Nov.  13th  (jd//)- 
K  Broadness,  1,500  on  Nov.  25th  (lfw).  Dartford  Marsh,  2,000  August  to 
September,  500+  November  to  December,  roost  numbers  low  (drg,ss). 
Joyden’s  Wood,  1,000  November  and  December  (drg). 
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448  Tree  Sparrow 


(425) 


Only  two  flocks  of  200  compared  with  similar  reports  from  six  localities  in 
1978.  mkd  commented  on  a  decline  at  Hainault,  Essex.  Flocks  of  100  or 
more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Navestock,  100+  on  Apr.  14th  (mkd). 

M  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  nine  on  Jan.  24th,  one  on  Oct.  3rd  (jpw). 
K  Bromley  Common,  200  on  Feb.  11th  (gd).  Orpington,  100  at  Darrick 
Wood  on  Feb.  10th  (rjc). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  200+  on  Mar.  3rd  the  maximum  (mjn). 


(407) 


451  Chaffinch 


Flocks  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  100  on  Dec.  2nd  (mkd). 

H  Croxley  Green,  150  on  Jan.  21st  (rap).  Hatfield  Park,  150+  on  Nov.  4th 
(hnhs).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  100  on  Dec.  22nd  (mcrg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  seven  terri¬ 
tories  compared  with  14  in  1978;  recorded  on  seven  dates  flying  W/NW, 
maximum  65  on  Nov.  1st  (dab,rfs).  Brompton  Cemetery,  one  pair  bred 
(thas). 

B  Savay  Farm,  Denham,  200  on  Jan.  14th  (je). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  100+  on  Mar.  4th  (drg).  Petts  Wood,  100  on  Mar.  11th 
(khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  100  on  Dec.  31st  (dw).  Walton  Downs,  150+  on  Mar. 
23rd  were  all  females;  Walton  Heath,  150+  on  Oct.  27th  (ckd,pod). 

452  Brambling  (408) 

Very  common  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  in  terms  of  winter  flock  sizes 
reported  commoner  than  the  Chaffinch.  Last  seen  on  May  7th.  Small 
numbers  in  the  autumn  from  Oct.  13th  but  not  more  than  20  at  any  locality, 
except  Beddington  S.F.  in  the  last  week  of  December.  Flocks  of  100  or 
more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  numbers  high  throughout  February,  maxima  350  on  Feb.  16th 
(mkd  et  al.). 

M  Mill  Hill,  260+  at  Ridgeway  on  Apr.  10th  (aw/).  Inner  London:  Kens¬ 
ington  Gardens,  singles  on  Mar.  12th,  Oct.  12th  and  Nov.  8th  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Jan.  3rd,  Jan.  26th  and  29th,  Oct.  22nd  and  two  on 
Nov.  2nd  (jpw). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  150  on  Jan.  13th  and  25th  (drg).  Petts  Wood,  150  on 
Feb.  5th,  200+  on  Mar.  24th  (khp,njt).  Wilmington,  at  Stonehill  Farm, 
120  on  Jan.  14th,  150+  on  Feb.  11th  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  large  numbers  from  February  to  early  April,  the  monthly 
maxima  being  300+  on  Feb.  4th,  500+  on  Mar.  2nd  and  300  on  Apr.  7th 
(mjn,av);  at  the  end  of  the  year  large  numbers  only  at  the  end  of  December 
with  150  on  the  24th  and  180  on  the  30th  (dac,av).  Inner  London:  South¬ 
wark,  Wm.  Curtis  Ecological  Park,  two  on  Feb.  5th,  three  on  Feb.  9th, 
singles  on  Feb.  ilth  and  14th  (jo?). 

455  Greenfinch  (392) 

Flocks  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Navestock,  100+  on  June  3rd  (nan).  Rainham,  100+  on  Mar.  3rd,  150 
on  Oct.  27th,  100  on  Nov.  10th  and  120  on  Nov.  17th  (mkd,jf). 
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M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  eight  territories 
compared  with  17  in  1978  (dab).  Brompton  Cemetery,  a  common  resident 
(thas). 

K  Erith,  250  on  a  grain  vessel  moored  at  a  jetty  on  Mar.  10th  (rea).  Petts 
Wood,  500  on  Jan.  1st  and  Mar.  11th,  200  on  Feb.  5th  (khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  300  Sept.  5th,  380  Sept.  30th  (nm,swg).  Headley  Heath, 
100+  on  Apr.  5th  (ckd,pod).  Inner  London:  Southwark,  Wm.  Curtis 
Ecological  Park,  singles  on  Jan.  8th,  Mar.  25th,  Apr.  8th,  June  1st  and 
16th  (jco). 

456  Goldfinch  (393) 

Flocks  of  100  or  more,  Inner  London  records  and  a  ringing  recovery  are 
given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  150  on  Oct.  13th,  100  on  Oct.  27th  and  140  on  Nov.  3rd 
(mkd).  Waltham  Abbey,  300+  in  December  (tgl). 

M  Bushy  Park,  200  on  Jan.  7th,  100  on  Jan.  16th  (kfb,mjw).  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  eight  on  Apr.  26th;  an  adult  feeding  two  juveniles  on 
Aug.  17th,  presumed  to  have  bred  just  outside  the  park;  up  to  three  on 
several  dates  from  September  to  November  (dab,rfs).  Regent's  Park, 
present  most  of  the  year,  c.  30  on  Aug.  15th,  up  to  15  during  September 
and  up  to  10  until  Oct.  15th  (jpw).  Brompton  Cemetery,  recorded  regu¬ 
larly,  20  in  one  flock  on  Apr.  10th  (thas).  Chelsea  Creek,  up  to  20  recorded 
(thas).  Green  Park,  20+  on  Apr.  17th  (bn).  Holland  Park,  a  pair  on  Apr. 
24th  (epb). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  120  on  Sept.  19th  (ss). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  500  on  Feb.  18th  and  19th;  200+  on  Sept.  5th  (nm). 
Inner  London:  Lambeth  Palace  Gardens,  one  singing  on  May  9th  (pjsw). 
Southwark,  Wm.  Curtis  Ecological  Park,  seen  regularly  throughout  the 
year,  and  almost  daily  August  to  November;  were  replaced  by  Linnets 
to  a  large  extent  by  the  end  of  December  (jco). 

Additional  record  1978 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  trapped  on  Aug.  18th,  1978,  was  retrapped  in  mid- 
October  1978  at  Navarra,  Spain  (rrg). 


457  Siskin  (394) 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  rather  scarce;  recorded  at  25  localities  but 
numbers  did  not  exceed  30.  The  last  seen  was  on  May  5th.  Recorded  in  the 
autumn  from  Sept.  30th  with  reports  from  21  localities,  numbers  reached - 
100  at  Cassiobury  Park,  Herts.,  on  Nov.  8th  (jdm)  and  at  Black  Park, 
Bucks.,  on  Dec.  13th  and  31st  (avm,pn).  The  only  Inner  London  records 
were  two  on  Oct.  18th  and  four  on  Oct.  19th  in  Regent’s  Park  (jpw). 

458  Linnet  (395) 

Flocks  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Nazeing,  150  on  Jan.  6th  (gjw).  Rainham  Marsh,  large  numbers  in  Feb- 
’  ruary  and  March,  the  maxima  being  250  on  Feb.  18th  and  150  on  Mar. 
18th;  100  on  Nov.  3rd  and  10th  and  200  on  Dec.  26th  (mkd).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  100  on  Oct.  31st  (ca). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  150  on  Apr.  28th  (prk).  Croxley  Green,  250  in  February; 
Rye  Meads  100  on  May  12th  (hnhs). 
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M  Mil!  Hill,  400+  at  Ridgeway  on  Apr.  10th  (aw/).  Osterley  Park,  200  Jan. 
9th,  300  Jan.  14th  and  150  at  the  end  of  February  (dgh).  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
200  on  Jan.  20th  and  Mar.  11th  (avm).  Staines  Res.,  200  on  Jan.  28th  (cib). 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  or  two  on  Jan. 
28th,  Mar.  6th  and  12th,  Apr.  12th  and  26th,  May  2nd,  Sept.  21st  and 
Oct.  17th;  15  flying  S  on  Oct.  19th;  four  S  on  Oct.  28th  and  four  W  and 
10  S  on  Nov.  19th  (dab,rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  70  flying  SW  on  Feb.  19th; 
18  in  December  (jpw). 

K  Beckenham,  100  +  moving  W  with  other  finches  on  Jan.  24th  (jdh).  Bromley 
Common,  100+  the  maximum  for  January  and  February  (gd).  Dartford 
Marsh,  200+  on  Jan.  25th  the  maximum  (drg).  Petts  Wood,  100  on  Feb. 
5th,  200  on  Feb.  21st  (njt). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  the  maxima  for  January  to  April  was  300+  on  Jan.  21st, 
200+  on  Feb.  9th,  150+  on  Mar.  2nd  and  200+  on  Apr.  27th;  200+  on 
Sept.  5th  (swg,nm,mjn).  Epsom  Downs,  300  to  400  flying  S  on  Jan.  1st 
(jrbt).  Headley  Heath,  200+  on  Apr.  5th  (ckd,pod).  Walton  Downs,  100  + 
on  Oct.  2nd  (ckd,pod).  Inner  London:  Southwark,  Wm.  Curtis  Ecological 
Park,  seen  intermittently  through  the  year,  mainly  in  February,  April  and 
May,  and  in  flocks  of  20  or  more  from  Dec.  24th  (jcu). 


459  Twite  (396) 

E  Rainham,  maxima  for  the  months  in  which  present :  20  on  Jan.  6th,  40  on 
Feb.  25th,  40+  Mar.  3rd,  two  Nov.  17th,  15  Dec.  22nd  (dsb,mkd,jf,gjw). 
King  George  V  Res.,  five  on  Feb.  17th  (km). 

K  Northfleet,  18  on  Jan.  24th  flew  SSW  over  the  River  Thames  (lfw).  Swans- 
combe,  20  to  30  on  Feb.  4th  (djmi*). 


460  Redpoll  (397) 

Flocks  of  100  or  more,  breeding  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 
One  report  of  a  Mealy  Redpoll  {flammed)  at  Cassiobury  Park  (H),  on  Feb. 
11th. 

E  Epping  Forest,  200  on  Nov.  11th  (jf).  Hainault,  120  on  Dec.  29th  (mkd). 
Havering,  100  on  Oct.  28th  and  Dec.  16th,  120  on  Dec.  23rd.  A  small  flock 
of  12  included  several  juvenile  birds  on  Aug.  12th  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park, 
300  on  Oct.  6th  (rlm)- 

M  Alexandra  Park,  probably  bred,  at  least  one  pair  held  territory  (apbr). 
Hampstead  Heath,  two  pairs  bred  (kes).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  five  dates  in  May;  recorded  on  nine  dates 
>  from  Sept.  21st  to  Oct.  29th,  maximum  of  18  NW  on  Oct.  28th  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  several  dates  from  May  3rd  to  20th;  small 
passage  from  Sept.  28th  to  Oct.  30th,  maximum  of  20  on  Oct.  30th  (jpw). 
K  Bromley  Common,  up  to  four  pairs  bred  (gd).  Joyden’s  Wood,  between  60 
and  70  present  in  late  July;  100+  on  Nov.  27th  the  maxima  for  October  to 
December  (drg).  Ruxley  G.P.,  at  least  one  pair  probably  bred  (sjg). 

S  Addington  Hills,  100+  present  on  Mar.  4th  (dm«).  Banstead  Downs,  eight 
pairs  bred  (nm).  Dulwich,  one  pair  bred  (pb^,pw«).  Epsom,  two  to  three 
pairs  bred  in  observer’s  garden,  a  decrease  from  six  pairs  in  1977  (whd). 
Walton  Heath,  100+  on  Mar.  1st;  200  on  Oct.  11th  (ckd,pod).  Wimbledon 
Common,  five  pairs  bred,  one  nest  contained  five  eggs  on  June  14th  (dlw). 
Wimbledon,  Parkside,  one  pair  bred  in  a  suburban  garden  (jy). 
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463  Crossbill  (404) 

B  Black  Park,  present  on  a  number  of  dates  from  Dec.  8th  to  31st,  the 
maxima  being  23  on  the  15th  (3  males)  and  29th  (6  males)  (trd,je,rbh, 
jah,avm,pn). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  one  ringed  on  Aug.  5th,  12  to  15  on  Nov.  21st,  12  on  Nov. 
25th  and  one  on  Dec.  30th  (drg,swv). 

S  Epsom  Common,  one  flew  over  calling  on  July  23rd  (wri).  Reigate  Hill, 
three  on  Dec.  4th  (swg). 

469  Bullfinch  (401) 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  two  territories ;  two  males  and  a 
female  on  Jan.  28th,  a  pair  on  Feb.  2nd  (dab).  Holland  Park,  a  pair  on  Apr. 
24th  (epb). 

S  Southwark,  Wm.  Curtis  Ecological  Park,  a  male  singing  on  Feb.  28th 

(jCo). 

470  Hawfinch  (391) 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Mar.  18th  (ag).  Hainault  Forest,  three  pairs  in  the 

breeding  season,  two  on  Oct.  13th  (mkd).  Thomdon  Park,  two  on  June 
30th  (nan). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  singles  on  Jan.  1st  and  May  18th  (tpa).  Hatfield  Park,  a  pair 
in  May  (hnhs).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  on  June  16th  (prk). 

M  Barnet,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (pms).  Bentley  Priory,  one  on  July  22nd  (hhs). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  two  on  Mar.  11th  and  18th  (drg).  Northfleet,  one  on 
Jan.  24th  (lfw).  Orpington,  Darrick  Wood,  one  on  Feb.  5th  and  26th 
(tjt,njt).  Orpington,  High  Elms,  singles  on  Apr.  8th  and  June  8th  (djm/*,rt). 
S  Bookham  Common,  six  on  Feb.  17th,  20  on  Feb.  20th,  five  on  Mar.  11th, 
four  on  Mar.  18th,  singles  on  other  dates  in  February  and  March  (gb^,bam, 
jrm,ms d).  Caterham  Valley,  two  on  Mar.  28th,  five  on  Apr.  17th,  four  on  the 
23rd  and  at  least  one  pair  remaining  in  the  area  until  late  June  (sh).  Epsom 
and  Ashtead  Commons,  at  least  three  on  Apr.  2nd  (pjc«).  Lonsdale  Road 
Res.,  five  flew  in  from  N  on  June  22nd  (peb).  Reigate,  seen  throughout  the 
year,  but  less  frequent  in  winter;  no  assessment  of  numbers  or  breeding 
success  was  possible;  ten  in  flight  on  Sept.  10th  (rhc).  Tyrrells  Wood,  a 
female  found  dead  in  May  (rhbf). 

493  Lapland  Bunting  (422) 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  female  on  Jan.  26th  (ajg^). 

M  Parliament  Hill  Fields,  Hampstead  Heath,  one  flying  N  calling  on  Oct. 
15th  (jp). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  27th  and  28th  (eeg,avm,pn,rey). 

These  three  records  take  the  total  to  ten  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 

496  Yellowhammer  (409) 

Parties  of  50  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given.  The  largest 
number  of  breeding  pairs  was  15  to  20  at  Bromley  Common,  Kent  (gd). 

H  Rye  Meads,  150  in  January  was  the  maximum  for  the  year;  60  on  Nov. 
.  10th  (hnhs). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  50  on  Apr.  9th  (je).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  two  on  Feb.  16th  and  21st,  one  on  Feb.  22nd  (dab, 
rfs).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Jan.  24th  and  Feb.  20th  (jpw). 

K  Bromley  Common,  max.  of  95  on  Feb.  20th  (gd). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  75  on  Feb.  15th  (dpc). 
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506  Reed  Bunting  (421) 

Parties  of  50  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  50+  on  Dec.  24th  (mkd).  Rainham,  50  on  Feb.  16th,  70  on 
Feb.  18th;  maxima  for  October  to  December,  50  on  Oct.  13th,  70  on  Nov. 
17th  and  60  on  Dec.  22nd  (mkd). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  pair  bred  successfully  and  raised  three  young  (kes). 
Poyle,  50+  on  Feb.  28th  (cww).  Springwell  Watercress  Beds,  60  on  Jan. 
28th  (afb).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  two  flying  S  on  Jan.  24th,  one  on 
Mar.  2nd  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Jan.  23rd,  24th  and  30th,  two  on 
Jan.  25th  (jpw). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  50  roosting  on  Dec.  16th  (drg). 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  six  on  Jan.  24th  (rea). 

510  Corn  Bunting  (410) 

Breeding  season  distribution,  roosts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  50  at  a  roost  on  Dec.  24th;  Cranham,  three  singing  males; 
Hainault  and  Havering,  eight  singing  males;  Navestock,  four  singing  males; 
Rainham,  six  singing  males  compared  with  two  in  1978  (mkd).  Sewardstone, 
15  at  a  roost  in  March  (cf n).  South  Ockendon,  40  at  a  roost  on  Nov.  2nd 
(mkd). 

H  Batchworth  G.P.,  100+  at  roost  on  Jan.  7th  (rap).  Abbots  Langley,  two 
singing  males  in  June  (hnhs).  Letchmore  Heath,  one  during  the  summer 
(ab).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  450  at  a  roost  on  Jan.  27th;  270  on  Oct.  27th  (je). 
Mill  End,  two  to  three  pairs  bred  (trd).  Moor  Lane,  30  at  a  roost  on  Dec. 
23rd  (rap).  Radlett,  three  on  May  11th  (ab).  West  Hyde,  trd  states  one 
pair  bred,  but  je  states  there  were  13  singing  males  on  May  12th  and  that 
over  the  whole  area  of  fields  (in  this  section  of  the  Colne  Valley)  there  were 
probably  60  singing  males. 

M  Hanworth/Kempton,  one  singing  on  Aug.  1st  (mjw).  Laleham,  one  singing 
on  Apr.  5th  and  10th  and  June  25th  (lfr).  Poyle,  one  singing  on  July  8th 
(avm,pn).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (jpw). 

K  Darenth  Valley,  two  singing  males  (pdg).  Dartford  Marsh,  seven  to  eight 
pairs  (ss).  Ruxley,  maxima  at  a  roost,  150  on  Jan.  21st,  100  on  Feb.  11th, 
100  in  November  and  155  on  Dec.  28th  (pa,ss).  Swanscombe,  one  singing 
on  May  6th. 

S  Addington,  six  on  June  30th  (jw s).  Purley,  two  on  Apr.  20th,  May  7th  and 
12th  ( CTd ).  Weybridge,  45  at  a  roost  on  Feb.  23rd  (rdhh). 
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Moulting  Tufted  Ducks  and 
Pochards  in  the  London  Area 

Introduction 


Although  there  have  been  occasional  references  to  moulting  diving  ducks  in  the 
London  Area  in  the  systematic  lists  of  L.B.R.'s ,  little  attention  has  been  paid  to 
these  gatherings.  They  were  not  referred  to  in  ‘ The  Birds  of  the  London  Area  since 
1900 ',  nor  by  Parr  (1972).  van  der  Wal  and  Zomerdijk  (1979)  referred  to  up  to 
1,200  Tufted  Ducks  Ay  thy  a  fuligula  moulting  in  the  London  Area,  on  the  basis  of  a 
preliminary  review  by  the  present  author  of  past  L.B.R.'s.  In  1979  it  was  decided 
to  organise  simultaneous  counts  of  Tufted  Ducks  and  Pochards  Ay  thy  a  ferina  on 
two  week-ends  spanning  the  moult  period;  the  counts  were  made  on  waters  known 
previously  to  have  held  flocks  of  either  species  at  that  season.  This  paper  reports 
the  results  of  that  census,  but  first  summarizes  past  records.  For  this  purpose, 
L.B.R.'s  from  1936  have  been  reviewed,  but  from  1967  onwards  the  record  cards 
of  the  Ornithological  Section  of  the  L.N.H.S.  have  also  been  examined. 

Tufted  Duck 

Prior  to  1958,  the  only  record  of  a  flock  in  July  or  August,  the  season  of  wing 
moult  in  this  species,  was  of  200  at  Staines  Reservoir  on  August  8th,  1936  (E.H. 
Gillham,  pers.  comm.).  In  view  of  the  later  importance  of  King  George  VI  Reser¬ 
voir  for  this  species,  it  is  of  interest  that  in  the  years  1949  to  1953  there  were 
records  from  that  water  of  between  nil  and  22  Tufted  Ducks  in  July  or  August 
(A.  R.  J.  Paine,  pers.  comm.),  indicating  that  at  least  in  those  years  there  were  no 
significant  moult  gatherings  there.  Maximum  counts  in  July  or  August  for  the  years 
1958  to  1978  are  shown  in  Table  1  (principal  waters)  and  Table  2  (other  waters). 
Counts  were  rarely  made  on  the  same  date  at  different  waters,  so  there  is  no  cer¬ 
tainty  that  more  than  1,700  occurred  in  any  one  year  apart  from  in  1975  when 
counts  at  Staines  and  Walton  Reservoirs  co-incided  and  totalled  1,983.  It  seems 
almost  certain,  however,  in  the  light  of  the  1979  results,  that  the  counts  shown  in 
the  Table  represent  discrete  flocks  and  that  there  would  be  no  duplication  by 
totalling  them  for  each  year.  On  that  basis  there  could  have  been  over  4,000  in 
1975  and  around  3,000  in  1973,  1976  and  1977. 

The  results  for  1979,  which  are  shown  in  Table  4,  confirm  the  presence  of  even 
larger  numbers;  there  were  amost  5,300  on  28th/29th  July  and  over  6,600  on 
18th/19th  August.  The  numbers  on  individual  waters  varied  somew-hat  from  those* 
previously  recorded  (see  Table  1);  there  were,  for  example,  many  fewer  at  King 
George  VI,  Queen  Mary  and  Wraysbury  Reservoirs,  but  somewhat  similar 
numbers  at  Staines,  Walton  and  the  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs.  There  are  no  obvious 
explanations  for  the  apparent  variations  from  year  to  year  on  individual  waters, 
nor,  given  the  sporadic  nature  of  the  counts,  has  it  been  possible  to  draw  firm 
conclusions  as  to  trends  in  the  Area  as  a  whole  except  that  there  has  clearly  been 
an  increase  in  the  period  under  review.  The  long  series  of  counts  from  King 
George  VI  Reservoir,  clearly  shows  the  establishment  of  a  moulting  flock  at  that 
water  from  1968  onwards  and  one  may  presume  that  the  building  of  additional 
reservoirs  has  facilitated  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Tufted  Ducks  moulting  in 
the  London  Area  over  the  past  40  years.  The  fact  that  it  was  over  20  years  after  it 
was  flooded  before  King  George  VI  Reservoir  was  adopted  for  this  purpose,  how¬ 
ever,  suggests  that  some  other  factor  (perhaps  simply  an  increasing  British  or  West 
European  population)  must  be  sought  to  explain  the  increase. 
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Table  1.  Maximum  counts  of  Tufted  Ducks  Aythya  fuligula  in  July  or  August 
1958  to  1978.  No  records  were  received  in  respect  of  years  omitted. 

Note:  All  at  Walthamstow  apart  from  1972  (King  George  V),  1977  (Wm.  Gir¬ 
ling)  and  1978  (500,  Wm.  Girling  and  400,  King  George  V). 


King 

Queen 

Wraysbury 

Lea 

Staines 

George  VI 

Mary 

Walton  Res. 

Valley 

(see  note ) 

1958 

500 

V _ 

-Y- 

1959 

1,546 

1960 

379 

781 

1962 

600 

■ 

1966 

1 

699 

1967 

250 

50 

768 

1968 

814 

81 

400 

1969 

550 

164 

144 

888 

1970 

331 

1971 

400 

294 

40 

1972 

400 

356 

265 

1973 

1,407 

900 

763 

1974 

771 

750 

1,110 

1975 

950 

747 

50 

1,033  1,400  - 

1976 

1,200 

520  1,200 

1977 

926 

830  730 

500 

1978 

715 

**  •  . 

1,700 

Table  2. 

Maximum 

count's  of  Tufted  Ducks  Aythya  fuligula  in  July 

or  August 

1958  to  1978  at  waters  not  included  in  Table  1.  No  records  were  received 
in  respect  of  years  omitted. 


Locality 

1960 

Island  Barn 

87 

1967 

Kempton/Stain  Hill 

125 

1968 

Queen  Elizabeth  II 

614 

1975 

Bam  Elms 

500 

1976 

Island  Barn 

210 

Barn  Elms 

370. 

Harefield  Moor  G.P. 

420 

The  status  of  the  birds  as  moulting  requires  comment.  The  period  of  wing 
moult  in  drakes  is  late  June  to  early  September  and  in  females  one  to  two  months 
later  (Cramp  and  Simmons,  1978).  The  mere  occurrence  of  large  numbers  of 
Tufted  Ducks  at  the  normal  time  of  wing  moult  therefore  suggests  strongly  that 
they  have,  gathered  on  the  reservoirs  for  this  purpose  and  personal  observations 
at  the  West  London  Reservoirs  from  1977  onwards  have  confirmed  that  many  of 
the  Tufted  Ducks  are  indeed  flightless.  They  also  revealed  that  a  high  proportion 
of  the  birds  present  were  drakes,  the  percentages  (in  sample  counts  of  between 
60  and  190  in  1977  and  1978)  ranging  from  86%  to  98%  drakes.  In  1979  the  sex 
ratio  was  sampled  on  a  majority  of  waters;  in  all  samples  combined  there  were 
79%  drakes  on  28th/29th  July  (ranging  from  58%  to  90%)  and  85%  on  18th/ 19th 
August  (range  64%  to  92%).  This  compares  with  69%  and  75%  drakes  found  in 
1976  and  1977-on  the  Ijsselmeer,  Holland  (van  der  Wal  and  Zomerdijk). 
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Pochard 

There  are  early  records  of  as  many  as  450  Pochards  at  Staines  Reservoir  on  30th 
August,  1936,  and  407  on  28th  August,  1938,  but  there  is  no  more  information 
until  1962.  Maximum  counts  in  July  or  August  from  that  year  until  1978  are  shown 
in  Table  3,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  numbers  have  been  consistently  much 
less  than  for  Tufted  Ducks.  Although  there  were  signs  of  a  build-up  at  King 
George  VI  Reservoir  in  the  early  1970s,  this  then  faded  completely  and,  unlike 
Tufted,  this  species  has  not  adopted  the  new  waters  in  the  Area.  The  results  of  the 
1979  census  revealed  634  on  28th/29th  July  and  814  on  18th/19th  August  (Table  4). 
There  is  little  that  can  be  said  about  the  trend  of  numbers  save  that  it  seems  at  least 
probable  that  this  species  has  been  using  Staines  Reservoir  in  modest  numbers 
throughout  the  period  under  review. 


Table  3.  Maximum  counts  of  Pochards  Aythya  ferina  in  July  or  August  1962  to 
1978.  No  records  were  received  in  respect  of  years  omitted. 


King 

Staines 

George  VI 

Walton 

Walthamstow 

1962 

200 

1966 

75 

1967 

63 

1968 

140 

1969 

43 

A, 

1970 

3 

1971 

7 

1972 

100 

124 

1973 

95 

220 

1974 

15 

340 

1975 

160 

73 

458 

1976 

550 

129 

1978 

150 

Table  4.  Numbers  of  Tufted  Ducks  Aythya  fuligula  and  Pochards  Aythya  ferina 
counted  in  the  London  Area,  summer  1979.  N.C.=no  count;  — = absent. 


28/29 

July 

18/19 

August 

Locality 

Tufted 

Pochard 

Tufted 

Pochard 

Walton 

917 

10 

1,030 

17 

Queen  Elizabeth  II 

404 

— 

295 

— 

Island  Barn 

8 

— 

90 

— 

Kempton 

N.C. 

N.C. 

95 

— 

Queen  Mary 

100 

N.C. 

418 

20 

Staines 

547 

221 

845 

442 

King  George  VI 

317 

— 

346 

— 

Wraysbury  Res. 

342 

1 

217 

— 

Harefield  Moor  G.P. 

200 

190 

450 

120 

Bam  Elms 

112 

— 

172 

2 

Stoke  Newington 

320 

31 

480 

43 

King  George  V 

310 

37 

608 

42 

Wm.  Girling 

600 

12 

550 

8 

Walthamstow 

1,121 

132 

1,012 

120 

Total 

5,298 

634 

6,608 

814 
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No  data  is  available  on  sex  ratios,  nor  have  any  observers  confirmed  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  flightless  birds  amongst  the  flocks,  though  as  with  Tufted,  the  inference 
must  be  that  they  have  gathered  for  the  wing  moult  since  the  peak  period  of 
flightlessness  of  drakes  occurs  in  late  July  (Cramp  and  Simmons  Op.  cit.). 


Relationship  to  other  moult  gatherings 

van  der  Wal  and  Zomerdijk  reviewing  the  available  information  for  Western 
Europe,  excluding  Russia,  estimated  that  some  68,000  Tufted  Ducks  and  80,000 
Pochards  moulted  in  that  region.  The  information  now  available  from  the  London 
Area  would  increase  the  total  for  Tufted  Ducks  to  about  73,000.  By  far  the  largest 
numbers  (up  to  35,000  Tufted  and  39,000  Pochard)  occur  on  the  Ijsselmeer  in 
Holland.  The  only  other  areas  where  more  Tufted  Ducks  were  known  than  have 
been  counted  in  the  London  Area  were  in  W.  Germany  near  Munich  (9,800)  and 
Schleswig-Holstein  (7,800).  Up  to  about  5,000  Tufted  were  reported  in  E.  Germany 
and,  probably,  in  S.E.  Sweden.  Hutchinson  (1979)  referred  to  several  thousand  as 
probably  moulting  in  Co.  Mayo.  The  only  other  concentration  known  in  the 
United  Kingdom  is  of  up  to  3,400  Tufted  Ducks  and  3,100  Pochards  at  Abberton 
Reservoir,  Essex.  While  the  numbers  of  Tufted  Ducks  in  the  London  Area  are 
scattered  over  a  number  of  waters,  the  Area  as  a  whole  is  clearly  of  importance  for 
this  species  in  a  European  context,  probably  holding  the  fourth  largest  known 
concentration  amounting  to  about  nine  per  cent  of  the  total.  As  van  der  Wal  and 
Zomerdijk  expect  that  the  Ijsselmeer  habitat  will  eventually  be  destroyed,  the 
London  Area  is  potentially  of  even  greater  importance  since  it  could  be  adopted  by 
some  of  the  displaced  ducks.  The  Area  is,  at  the  present  time,  unimportant  for 
Pochard. 

The  apparent  increase  of  Tufted  Ducks  in  the  London  Area  is  paralleled  elsewhere, 
numbers  having  increased  over  a  similar  period  at  the  Munich  locality  and,  since 
the  early  1970s,  on  the  Ijsselmeer,  van  der  Wal  and  Zomerdijk  surmise  that  at 
least  a  proportion  of  the  ducks  moulting  in  Western  Europe  come  from  Eastern 
Europe  and/or  Russia,  as  the  totals  exceed  the  known  West  European  breeding 
population  (first  autumn  birds  do  not  moult  the  flight  feathers).  Sharrock  (1976) 
estimated  4,000-5,000  breeding  pairs  of  Tufted  Ducks  in  Britain  and  2,000  in 
Ireland.  Allowing  for  the  suspected  moulting  concentration  in  Ireland  and  that  at 
Abberton  it  seems  probable  that  at  least  a  proportion  of  those  moulting  in  the 
London  Area  orginate  in  continental  Europe. 
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Postscript 

A  partial  count  on  8th/9th  August  1980  revealed  4,939  Tufted  Ducks;  the  same 
waters  held  4,815  Tufted  on  18th/19th  August  1979.  Staines,  King  George  VI, 
Wraysbury  and  Queen  Elizabeth  II  reservoirs  were  not  counted  in  1980. 


P.  J.  Oliver ,  1  Albany  Court ,  Palmer  Street ,  London ,  S.W.l. 
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Pied  Wagtail  roosts  and  numbers  in 
the  London  Area  in  winter 

R.  J .  Chandler 

Pied  Wagtails  Motacilla  alba  roost  communally  outside  the  breeding  season. 
Although  they  show  a  preference  for  reed-bed  roosts,  particularly  in  the  autumn, 
they  often  use  urban  or  man-made  sites  (Boswall,  1966a  &  b)  and  this  is  certainly 
true  of  the  London  Area.  If  all  Pied  Wagtails  do  in  fact  use  communal  roosts 
then  the  total  population  of  an  area  can  in  theory  be  assessed  by  locating  all  the 
roosts  and  carrying  out  co-ordinated  counts  of  the  numbers  of  roosting  birds. 
Such  a  study  has  not  hitherto  been  attempted  with  the  Pied  Wagtail,  and  indeed, 
few  such  projects  have  been  carried  out  with  any  avian  species. 

Thus  the  Society’s  survey  of  Pied  Wagtail  roosts  during  the  1978/79  winter  was 
very  much  a  pioneering  study.  Although  the  survey  was  not  as  complete  as  might 
have  been  hoped,  it  does  provide  for  the  first  time  an  indication  of  the  number  and 
size  of  Pied  Wagtail  communal  roosts  in  a  single  area.  The  limited  use  of  communal 
roosts  made  by  Pied  Wagtails  during  the  breeding  season  is  not  considered  in  this 
paper. 

METHODS 

The  roost  survey  made  use  of  the  Ornithological  Section’s  recently  established 
“Task  Force’’,  a  network  of  observers  co-ordinated  by  Area  Organisers  who  are 
prepared  to  take  part  in  LNHS  and  BTO  ornithological  surveys  within  areas 
based  on  10  kilometre  squares. 

In  September  1978  Area  Organisers  were  sent  details  of  28  roost  sites  which 
were  known  to  have  been  used  by  Pied  Wagtails  at  some  time  since  the  1967/68 
winter.  They  were  asked  both  to  check  these  sites  and  to  visit  other  likely  roost 
sites,  such  as  reed-beds,  around  dusk  in  order  to  locate  the  roosts  in  use. 

As  discussed  later,  various  counts  made  over  the  years  at  different  London  Area 
Pied  Wagtail  roosts  show  that  some  (often  the  smaller  ones)  contain  their  maxi¬ 
mum  numbers  in  September  and  October,  as  migrant  wagtails  move  into,  and  pass 
through,  the  Area,  whilst  other  (larger)  roosts  may  not  reach  their  peak  numbers 
until  well  into  the  New  Year.  Thus,  in  an  attempt  to  establish  maximum  numbers 
during  the  1978/79  winter,  counts  were  carried  out  at  roosts  over  the  weekends  of 
Oct.  21-22nd  and  28-29th,  1978  and  Jan.  20-21st  and  27-28th,  1979.  In  one  or 
two  instances  counts  were  made  outside  this  period.  Observers  were  asked  to 
count  the  wagtails  at  dusk  as  they  entered  their  roost. 

RESULTS 

Approximately  75%  of  the  Society’s  Area  was  covered  during  the  survey,  and 
20  Pied  Wagtail  roosts  were  located,  of  which  six  were  ‘new’ ;  many  of  the  previous 
roost  sites  were  not  occupied  by  wagtails  during  the  survey  period.  Observer 
coverage  and  occupied  roost  sites  are  shown  in  Figure  1 . 

At  the  end  of  October  1978  18  of  the  roosts  were  being  used,  of  which  seven  held 
less  than  100  birds  and  five  exceeded  500.  By  the  end  of  January  the  numbers  of 
occupied  roosts  had  fallen  to  14,  of  which  five  held  less  than  100  birds  and  only 
three  exceeded  500.  The  details  of  these  roosts  and  counts  are  given  in  the  Appen¬ 
dix  ;  where  counts  outside  the  survey  period  provide  evidence  of  the  way  in  which 
the  numbers  of  wagtails  fluctuated,  these  are  also  given. 
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Figure  1.  Locations  of  Pied  Wagtail  roosts  in  the  London  Area  during  the 
1978/79  winter.  Shaded  areas  are  those  with  (a)  little  or  no  coverage,  and  (b)  only 
50%  coverage  during  the  survey;  roosts  (c)  were  occupied  in  both  October  and 
January,  and  roosts  (d)  and  (e)  only  in  October  and  January  respectively.  Roost 
(f)  (Foots  Cray)  was  used,  but  not  during  the  survey  periods. 


DISCUSSION 

In  most  years  the  autumn  passage  of  migrant  Pied  Wagtails  and  arrival  of  wintering 
birds  in  the  Area  extends  from  late  September  to  early  November  (Chandler  1979). 
In  autumn  1978  regular  counts  at  three  roosts,  Rye  House,  Buckingham  Palace 
Road  and  Orpington,  all  showed  that  numbers  increased  dramatically  from  mid- 
*  October,  reaching  autumn  peak  numbers  at  the  latter  two  sites  on  Oct.  27th  and 
Nov.  1st  respectively.  In  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  passage  occurred 
from  Sept.  22nd  to  Nov.  1st,  with  numbers  at  a  maximum  during  Oct.  10th  to 
30th  (D.  A.  Boyd,  in  lift). 

At  this  time  of  the  year  the  numbers  of  Pied  Wagtails  at  different  roosts  may 
fluctuate  widely,  though  not  necessarily  simultaneously,  with  the  arrival  of  mig¬ 
rants.  Numbers  at  larger  roosts  in  particular  may  increase  spectacularly,  whilst 
smaller  roosts  may  be  used  for  only  a  short  period  before  being  abandoned, 
apparently  in  favour  of  nearby  larger  roosts. 
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Even  when  a  roost  site  is  not  used  as  such  it  may  still  function  as  a  gathering  or 
assembly  area  from  which  birds  depart  for  other  sites.  For  example,  the  Hammer¬ 
smith  Broadway  roost  was  not  used  in  October  1978,  but  about  40  birds  were  seen 
arriving  there  on  Oct.  21st,  only  to  depart  north-east  or  east  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Buckingham  Palace  Road  roost.  By  January  1979  the  Hammersmith 
roost  was  again  in  use.  A  roost  site  at  Foots  Cray  was  also  not  used  in  October, 
but  on  Nov.  12th  held  280  birds.  By  the  time  of  the  January  counts  it  had  again 
been  abandoned,  but  on  Jan.  28th  Pied  Wagtails  flying  SSW  along  the  River  Cray 
in  the  direction  of  the  Orpington  roost  (7km  distant)  were  watched  as  they  delib¬ 
erately  lost  height  over  the  roost  site  as  if  to  inspect  it,  before  flying  on. 

It  is  not  easy  to  arrive  at  an  estimate  of  the  total  number  of  Pied  Wagtails  in  the 
London  Area.  A  straightforward  summation  of  the  numbers  counted  at  the 
various  roosts,  with  some  allowance  for  rapidly  changing  numbers,  particularly 
at  the  large  Orpington  roost,  gives  totals  of  about  7,000  in  October  1978  and  5,000 
in  January  1979.  However,  as  coverage  was  incomplete  and  extended  only  to 
checking  reed-beds  and  previously  occupied  roost  sites,  it  is  probable  that  a  number 
of  roosts,  especially  any  in  urban  areas,  will  have  remained  undetected. 

On  the  other  hand,  reference  to  the  Appendix  shows  that  the  larger  roosts  have 
been  used  by  wagtails  for  some  years,  and  since,  with  only  about  two  exceptions, 
all  known  roost  sites  were  checked  during  the  survey,  any  roosts  that  were  over¬ 
looked  seem  likely  to  have  been  small.  The  unchecked  roost  sites  were  both  in  the 
Radlett  area  of  Hertfordshire,  and  neither  had  previously  held  many  more  than 
50  birds. 

If  it  is  assumed  that  85%  of  communal  roosting  wagtails  were  located  in  the 
surveyed  areas,  and  that  numbers  may  be  scaled  up  pro  rata  to  include  the  unsur¬ 
veyed  areas,  then  the  number  of  Pied  Wagtails  in  the  London  Area  which  use 
communal  roosts  totalled  about  11,000  in  late  October  1978,  and  7,500  in  late 
January  1979.  The  former  total  suggests  an  autumn  density  of  about  three  birds 
per  km2  within  the  Area’s  3,424km2  (Montier  1977,  p  15),  which  may  be  higher  if 
significant  numbers  of  wagtails  do  not  spend  the  night  in  communal  roosts. 

Severe  winter  weather  in  January  1979  reduced  the  numbers  at  that  time  to 
unusually  low  figures.  At  the  Orpington  roost,  for  example,  the  numbers  during 
the  second  half  of  January  were  only  47%  of  the  average  for  the  same  period 
during  the  previous  four  winters.  There  are  two  possible  reasons  for  the  reduced 
numbers;  increased  mortality,  and  movement  of  birds  away  from  the  London 
Area.  The  former  factor  is  substantiated  by  the  number  of  ringing  recoveries  of 
Pied  Wagtails  found  dead,  which,  during  early  1979  were  at  least  twice  those  of 
recent  winters  (Roddis,  1979).  However,  a  greater  reluctance  of  the  birds  to  use 
established  communal  roosts  during  inclement  weather  would  result  in  an  apparent, 
rather  than  a  real  fall  in  numbers,  and  might  provide  an  alternative  explanation 
for  the  low  numbers  recorded  in  January.  In  such  conditions  birds  may  prefer  to 
save  energy  by  roosting  singly  close  to  their  daytime  feeding  area  and  avoid  the 
sometimes  lengthy  flight  to  a  communal  roost. 


ANALYSIS  OF  EARLIER  RECORDS 

Background  information  of  considerable  value  in  planning  the  roost  survey  was 
provided  by  a  search  of  the  literature  which  yielded  details  of  almost  ninety  Pied 
Wagtail  roosts  in  the  London  Area,  most  of  these  since  1936.  The  main 
sources  of  information  were  the  various  London  Bird  Reports  and  LNHS  files, 
Boswall  (1966b)  and  Fitter  (1949). 
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In  70  instances  the  nature  of  the  roost  site  is  known,  and  can  be  classified  as 
follows: 


reed-beds 

32 

(46%) 

trees  and  bushes  (often  in  urban  locations) 

23 

(33%) 

buildings  (including  greenhouses) 

8 

(11%) 

miscellaneous  (sewage  farms,  etc.) 

7 

(10%) 

Thus,  although  the  Pied  Wagtail  has  a  reputation  for  using  urban  roosting  sites, 
even  in  the  London  Area  it  appears  to  have  a  preference  for  reed-beds.  There  is, 
however,  a  tendency  for  these  to  be  used  primarily  in  the  autumn,  and  for  their 
maximum  size  to  be  typically  about  150  birds,  rarely  exceeding  500.  Thus  although 
reed-beds  are  the  most  frequently  used  roost  site,  the  majority  of  Pied  Wagtails 
use  other  sites,  particularly  later  in  the  winter.  This  pattern  applied  during  the 
1978/79  survey,  when  55  %  of  the  roosts  were  in  reed-beds,  though  they  were  used 
by  only  38  %  of  the  wagtails  in  October  and  a  minimal  13  %  in  January. 

The  larger  Pied  Wagtail  roosts  often  do  not  reach  their  maximum  numbers  until 
February  or  even  March,  possibly  because  the  smaller  ones  are  abandoned  in 
favour  of  the  larger  (Broom  et  al.,  1976;  Chandler,  1979).  This  pattern  can  be 
demonstrated  for  the  London  Area  roosts,  using  all  the  available  counts  prior  to 
the  1978/79  winter.  The  latter  winter  is  not  included  since  the  cold  weather  was  not 
typical  of  most  of  the  years  for  which  roost  counts  are  available. 

In  Figure  2  the  various  roosts  are  divided  into  four  groups  depending  on  their 
maximum  size  in  any  one  year  (regarded  as  July-June),  and  histograms  are  plotted 
of  the  month  in  which  each  roost  reached  its  maximum  size.  Where  several  years’ 
data  are  available  for  a  single  roost,  the  month  of  the  maximum  count  in  each  year 
is  plotted.  However,  in  about  half  the  cases  only  one  count  is  reported;  some  of 
these  will  be  isolated,  random  counts,  but  others  are  likely  to  have  been  peak 
counts,  and  this  assumption  has  been  made  here.  Data  known  to  be  peak  counts 
are  differentiated  from  assumed  peak  counts. 

Figure  2  clearly  shows  that  the  smallest  roosts  (up  to  99  birds  maximum)  reach 
their  greatest  numbers  in  September  and  October,  and  from  March  to  May.  This 
pattern  suggests  that  these  small  roosts  are  likely  to  be  composed  largely  of 
migrants  passing  through  the  Area. 
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Figure  2.  Histograms  showing  months  in  which  London  Area  Pied  Wagtail 
roosts  of  different  size  reach  their  peak  numbers.  Shaded  areas  indicate  known 
maxima,  unshaded  are  presumed  maxima;  where  counts  are  available  for  several 
years  at  any  one  roost,  peaks  are  plotted  for  each  year,  July-June. 
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Though  there  is  some  evidence  that  passage  migrants  may  also  form  larger 
roosts  (100  to  499  birds)  especially  in  August  and  September,  most  of  the  larger 
roosts  reach  their  maximum  size  in  December  (100  to  199  birds)  or  January/ 
February  (200  to  499  birds).  This  pattern  extends  to  the  largest  roosts  (500+ birds), 
which  do  not  reach  their  peak  numbers  until  February  or  even  March.  The  prog¬ 
ression  of  larger  roosts  reaching  their  maximum  numbers  later  in  the  winter 
supports  the  idea  that  the  large  winter  roosts  are  composed  of  wagtails  that  earlier 
in  the  winter  had  been  content  to  use  a  smaller  roost,  though  March  numbers  may 
be  enhanced  by  returning  migrants. 

SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

During  the  1978/79  winter,  coverage  of  about  75  %  of  the  London  Area  located  20 
Pied  Wagtail  roosts,  of  which  11  were  in  reed-beds.  Counts  at  these  roosts,  when 
allowance  is  made  for  unsurveyed  areas,  suggests  that  a  total  of  perhaps  11,000 
wagtails  used  communal  roosts  in  the  Area  in  late  October  1978  and  7,500  in  late 
January  1979.  The  relatively  low  numbers  in  January  were  the  consequence  of  the 
cold  weather,  and  from  evidence  of  previous  years  would  have  been  higher  had  the 
weather  been  milder. 

There  is  a  marked  tendency  for  small  roosts  (<100  birds)  to  be  in  reed-beds 
and  reach  their  maximum  numbers  during  migration  periods ;  reed-bed  roosts  are 
used  most  frequently  in  autumn.  The  larger  roosts  reach  their  maximum  numbers 
progressively  later  in  the  winter,  with  those  composed  of  more  than  500  birds 
generally  reaching  peak  numbers  in  February  or  March,  the  accumulated  numbers 
at  this  time  being  presumed  to  be  largely  at  the  expense  of  the  smaller  roosts. 
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APPENDIX 

Winter  roosts  of  Pied  Wagtails  in  the  London  Area,  1978/79.  All  dates  are  Oct. 
1978-Jan.  1979;  counties  are  indicated  by  initial  letters;  counts  in  italics  were 
outside  the  survey  period,  and  were  not  used  in  estimating  total  numbers  of  birds. 


Site  /  Grid  Ref.  Numbers  /  dates 

Chigwell  W.  W.  (E) 


TQ458937 

Rainham  Marsh  (E) 
TQ520820 


20 +  ,  Oct.  21st  &  28th; 
4  +  ,  Jan.  27th 
c.  30,  Nov.  11th; 

250,  Jan.  22nd 


Notes 

Reed-bed;  no  previous 
records 

Reed-bed;  no  previous 
records 
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Site  /  Grid  Ref. 

Roding  S.F.  (E) 
TQ424927 

Thorndon  Park  (E) 
TQ613904 

Denham  (roost  1)  (B) 
TQ054872 


Denham  (roost  2)  (B) 
TQ041900 

Maple  Cross  S.F.  (H) 
TQ040926 

Rye  House  Power  Stn. 
(H)  TL386087 

Buckingham  Palace  Rd. 
(M)  TQ289789 


Darlands  Lake  (M) 
TQ244934 

Hammersmith  Broad¬ 
way  (M)  TQ234786 

Walbrook  (M) 
TQ326810 

South  Iver  S.F.  (B) 
(Old  Slade  N.R.)  ' 
TQ035781 

Foots  Cray  Meadows 
(K)  TQ481718 

Greatness,  Sevenoaks 
(K)  TQ533574 
Joyden’s  Wood  (K) 
TQ503714 

Lullingstone  Lake  (K) 
TQ537638 

Civic  Hall,  Orpington 
(K)  TQ453660 

Godstone  Town  Pond 
(S)  TQ354517 

Pen  Ponds,  Richmond 
Park  (S)  TQ200728 


Number  /  dates 

70  4- ,  Nov.  4th; 

24,  Jan.  20th 

130,  Oct.  15th ; 

1004-  Oct.  22nd; 

10/12,  Jan.  21st 
in  use  Oct.,  but  no 
count;  207 ,  Dec.  3rd', 
127,  Dec.  29th',  in  use 
Jan.,  but  no  count 
in  use  Oct.,  but  no 
count;  104,  Dec.  2 3rd', 
126,  Jan.  17th 
900/1,000,  Oct.  21st; 
1,800,  Oct.  27th; 

200 +,  Jan.  24th 
638,  Oct.  20th;  530, 
Oct.  30th',  542,  Jan. 
26th;  604,  Jan.  27th 
104,  Oct.  19th; 

260,  Oct.  27th; 
none  in  Jan. 

c.  30,  Oct.  29th; 
no  count  in  Jan. 
none,  Oct.  21st; 

290,  Jan.  21st; 

2354-,  Jan.  27th 
900,  Oct.  23rd; 

450,  end  Oct. ; 

450/500,  Jan.  26th 
in  use  Oct.,  but  no 
count;  1,027,  Dec.  9th; 
1,042,  Jan.  17th 
none,  Oct.; 

280,  Nov.  12th; 
none,  Jan.  21st 
5004-,  Oct.  21st  & 
,22nd;  30,  Jan.  21st 
80/100,  late  Sept./ Oct.; 
c.  40,  Oct.  15th; 

«  none,  Jan. 

300,  Oct.  28th; 

50,  Jan.  20th 
872,  Oct.  21st;  3,025, 
Nov.  1st;  1,616,  Jan. 
20th 

50  +  ,  Oct.  22nd;  129 
Oct.  28th;  none,  Jan. 
20th 

c.  100,  Sept.  24th;  8, 
Oct.  29th;  none,  Jan. 
21st 


Notes 

Settlement  tanks  and 
nearby  bushes ;  records 
from  1976 

Reed-bed ;  records  from 
1967 

Reed-bed  and  ruined 
buildings;  records  from 
1975  or  earlier 

Willow  scrub  by  lake; 
records  from  1975  or 
earlier 

Reed-bed;  records 
from  Feb.  1971 

Boiler  house  roof; 
records  from  1963/64 
winter 

Plane  trees ;  records 
from  Mar.  1973;  roost 
abandoned  by  Nov. 
7th,  1978 

Rced-bed;  no  previous 
records 

Plane  trees;  records 
from  Feb.  1968 

Plane  trees ;  records 
from  Dec.  1975 

Filter  beds,  etc. ; 
records  from  c.  1975 

Reed-bed;  no  previous 
records;  roost  still  in 
use  in  Dec. 

Reed-bed  &  bushes ;  no 
previous  records 
Small  pines  near  pond; 
records  from  Oct.  1975 

Reed-bed  &.  bushes ;  no 
previous  records 
Laurel  bushes;  records 
from  Oct.  1972 

Reed-bed;  recorded 
from  Feb.  1952. 

Reed-bed;  records 
from  Oct.  1962. 
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Notes  for  Contributors 


The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the  orni¬ 
thology  of  the  London  Area,  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on  the  accepta¬ 
bility  of  material  at  draft  stage  if  desired. 

Manuscripts  All  texts  must  be  typewritten,  double-spaced  on  A4  paper,  using 
one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  A  wide  left-hand  margin  is  essential.  Lines  should 
be  full-out,  except  for  new  paragraphs  and  turned  lines  in  lists.  Underlining 
should  be  restricted  to  words  to  be  set  in  italics.  Tables  and  captions  must  be 
typed  on  separate  sheets. 

Style  English  names  of  birds  and  animals  require  initial  capitals  except  after 
a  hyphen,  but  group  names  and  flowers  do  not.  Scientific  names  should  be  under¬ 
lined  for  italics,  but  only  the  first  (generic)  name  needs  an  initial  capital.  Their 
use  in  the  text  is  optional  if  listed  in  The  "British  Birds'  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western 
Palearctic.  Dates  should  take  the  form  Apr.  28th,  1976;  numbers  under  eleven 
should  be  spelt  out  in  text;  fractions  should  be  decimalized;  and,  whenever  possible, 
metric  equivalents  should  be  given  in  brackets  after  English  measurements. 
Optional  spellings  should  adopt  the  forms  recommended  by  Fowler  and/or  the 
Oxford  English  Dictionary.  Abbreviations  should  be  standard.  Full  points  should 
be  omitted  from  well-known  initials,  such  as  BTO,  LNHS  and  RSPB,  but  retained 
in  ‘e.g.’,  ‘i.e.’  and  ‘ et  cd.'.  Quotation  marks,  if  used,  should  be  single  not  double. 
Publications  should  not  be  in  quotes,  but  underlined  for  italics.  Parenthesis  within 
brackets  should  be  avoided.  References  need  to  adopt  the  following  style: 

Parslow,  J,  1967.  Changes  in  status  among  breeding  birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland. 
Brit.  Birds  '60  :  276-7. 

Parslow,  J,  1973.  Breeding  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  Berkhamsted. 

Illustrations  Figures,  graphs  and  photographs  in  papers  must  be  kept  to  the 
minimum.  Artwork  should  not  be  prepared  until  size  of  reproduction  is  known 
and  the  editor  has  been  consulted. 

Photographs  Prints  submitted  for  reproduction  on  the  front  cover  and  inside 
pages  must  allow  sufficient  background  for  masking  and  blockmaking.  If  sent 
by  post,  they  must  be  packed  in  thick  board. 

Proofs  Authors  of  papers  and  short  notes  will  be  sent  proofs,  but  only  mistakes 
by  the  Printers  may  be  changed  at  this  stage. 

Reprints  Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  are  provided,  if  ordered  in  advance  by 
authors.  Larger  quantities  are  charged  at  cost. 

All  material  for  publication  should  be  submitted  direct  to  the  Editor,  P.  Clement, 
9  Headley,  King  Charles  Road,  Surbiton,  Surrey  (Telephone  01-399  1977). 
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London  Natural  History  Society 

The  Society  publishes  the  ornithological  and  natural  history  records  of  the 
London  Area  within  a  20-mile  radius  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral. 

It  particularly  welcomes  new  members  -  experts  and  beginners  alike  -  and  it 
provides  an  extensive  programme  of  lectures  and  films  throughout  the  year, 
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made  payable  to  the  London  Natural  History  Society  and  sent  to  the  member¬ 
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Assisted  by  an  editorial  team  of  D.  A.  BOYD,  M.  K.  DENNIS, 

J.  FITZPATRICK,  J.  G.  FRANCIS,  F.  H.  JONES,  J.  D.  MAGEE, 

A.  V.  MOON,  P.  NAYLOR  and  P.  J.  OLIVER. 


Introduction 

Another  year  has  come  and  gone  and  with  it  another  round  of  changes  in  the 
make  up  of  recorders.  Roy  Alderton  after  a  short  spell  as  the  Kent  Recorder, 
has  been  forced  to  give  up  through  increased  pressure  of  work.  Our  thanks  are 
due  to  him  for  such  a  promising  start,  however,  back  into  the  seat  comes  Jim 
Hook,  our  faithful  recorder  previously,  now  able  to  resume  after  a  time  of  un¬ 
certainty  regarding  the  location  of  his  work.  Welcome  back.  John  Magee  has 
now  given  up  the  recordership  for  Herts  and  we  shall  miss  his  short,  sharp,  con¬ 
cise  comments  on  the  Records  Committee.  A  large  round  of  applause  for  a  job 
well  done.  Andrew  Moon,  the  latest  and  most  mobile  recruit  to  the  committee 
has  again  stepped  into  the  breach  and  now  includes  Herts,  as  well  as  Bucks, 
under  his  jurisdiction  -  a  position  formerly  held  by  John  Magee. 

Records  have  been  slow  in  arriving  this  year  and  at  the  close  of  receipt  for  the 
report  it  was  evident  that  the  number  of  contributions  were  well  down  on  last 
year’s  total.  It  is  hoped  that  this  is  merely  a  reflection  on  the  numbers  and  variety 
of  birds  in  the  year  (see  Review  of  the  year)  than  a  general  apathy  regarding 
reporting.  It  cannot  be  stressed  too  strongly  that  we  need  to  know  the  numbers 
and  totals  of  all  birds  in  our  area  -  though  obviously  not  all  will  appear  in  the 
report  -  for  an  accurate  assessment  to  be  kept  on  the  Society’s  files.  Several  com¬ 
ments  do  appear  under  individual  species  accounts  to  the  effect  that  some  are 
being  under-recorded.  It  is  especially  noticeable  that  more  records  are  required 
for  virtually  all  species  in  Inner  London,  House  Sparrow  and  Starling  (except 
large  roosting  flocks)  being  the  notable  exceptions.  Following  on  in  this  vein,  I 
should  like  to  make  an  Editorial  request;  the  demise  of  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  is  shortly 
to  be  announced  on  the  sad  but  inevitable  take-over  by  London  Airport  in 
approximately  three  years  time.  Would  anyone  who  has  any  unpublished  records 
or  records  not  submitted,  regardless  of  how  many  years  old  they  are,  be  good 
enough  to  let  me  have  access  to  them  for  a  paper  to  be  included  in  a  future 
London  Bird  Report  as  an  obituary  to  one  of  London’s  favourite  stopping  over 
places  for  waders. 

Ken  Osborne  has  been  busy  since  his  retirement  as  Editor  two  years  ago  and 
has  produced  a  paper  documenting  all  the  registered  sites  in  the  London  Area 
in  accordance  with  the  National  Register  held  by  the  BTO.  Jim  Hook  too  has 
been  energetic  in  putting  together  the  Society’s  first  Ringing  Report,  a  feature 
well  overdue;  hopefully  this  will  be  developed  in  future  issues  in  an  annual  form 
and  eventually  in  an  article  which  will  include  a  map  showing  the  areas  of  where 
London’s  migrant  visitors  originate. 
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Review  of  the  Year 

The  weather  during  January,  although  unpleasant  at  times,  was  never  severe 
enough  to  cause  any  widespread  cold-weather  movements.  In  fact  1 980  slipped  in 
uneventfully,  Glaucous  Gulls  were  at  Northfleet  on  the  2nd  and  in  the  gull  roost 
at  Wraysbury  on  the  6th;  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  appeared  at  Staines  Res.  also 
on  the  6th.'Winds  turned  northerly  during  the  middle  of  the  month  and  produced 
a  Scaup  and  Slavonian  Grebe  on  the  west  side  of  London,  and  a  Shag,  Bittern  and 
Glaucous  Gull  on  the  east  side  all  on  the  1 3th,  and  four  Brent  Geese  at  Nazeing  the 
following  day;  a  party  of  Bewick’s  Swans  flew  over  Hampstead  Heath  on  the  1 6th. 
The  northerly  origin  of  these  birds  was  obvious  when  an  Iceland  Gull  appeared  at 
Sevenoaks  and  two  Velvet  Scoter  at  Walthamstow  on  the  19th,  in  addition  a 
Merlin  was  at  Osterley  Park  and  an  unidentified  Diver  at  Walton  the  next  day. 
After  last  years  invasion  of  Red-necked  Grebes  one  at  the  north  end  of  the  Colne 
Valley  was  rather  lonely  by  comparison.  A  second  bout  of  northerly  winds  on  the 
26th  coincided  with  the  arrival  of  an  Avocet  at  Rainham,  another  Merlin  this  time 
at  Harefield  Moor,  and  on  the  27th  a  further  Slavonian  Grebe  and  a  Red-throated 
Diver.  The  concentration  of  diving  ducks,  so  striking  during  the  latter  part  of  1 979 
at  Staines,  was  well  maintained  and  only  began  to  fade  as  the  month  closed. 

So  often  one  of  the  bitterest  months,  February  was  the  mildest  for  1 9  years,  and 
this  probably  accounted  for  the  fact  that  it  was  a  quiet  month  for  birds.  The  first 
half  was  dominated  by  Atlantic  depressions,  and  the  mild  westerly  conditions 
associated  with  them.  In  the  second  half  of  the  month  pressure  was  consistently 
high  and  winds  were  mostly  from  the  south  or  south-east  quarter.  The  peak  count 
of  Cormorants  -  again  over  200  -  was  achieved  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.  on  the 
2nd,  and  two  more  Slavonian  Grebes  were  in  the  Staines  area  the  same  day.  An¬ 
other  peak  count,  this  time  of  Smew  occurred  on  the  7th  although  after  last  year’s 
large  numbers,  counts  this  year  fell  back  to  normal  levels  again.  20  White-fronted 
Geese  flew  south  at  Walthamstow  on  the  9th,  the  only  sighting  during  1980  after 
the  deluge  during  the  first  two  months  of  1 979.  On  the  following  day  a  well  watched 
flock  of  Bewick’s  Swans  spent  most  of  the  day  at  Staines,  and  probably  the  same 
flock  was  heard  flying  west  over  Barnes  after  dark.  Yet  another  Long-tailed  Duck 
found  conditions  on  the  reservoirs  to  its  liking  and  spent  several  months  on  King 
George  VI  before  it  was  last  seen  on  Staines  during  May.  Finally,  a  Mediterranean 
Gull,  possibly  the  Epsom  individual,  was  at  Carshalton  on  the  27th. 

Westerly  or  north-westerly  winds  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  March,  and 
some  rather  mild  weather  encouraged  many  winter  visitors  to  make  a  move, 
although  plenty  remained  to  maintain  interest.  On  the  1st  five  Brent  Geese  came 
up-river  to  Swanscombe  and  a  Goshawk  was  seen  harrying  Woodpigeons  on  the 
following  day  at  Epsom.  The  total  of  Scaup  at  Staines  Res.  rose  to  four  during  the 
month,  and  the  7th  brought  the  maximum  count  of  25  Twite  at  Rainham,  on  the 
9th  Bewick’s  Swans  were  sighted  at  Ruislip  and  Barn  Elms,  and  another  Red¬ 
necked  Grebe  was  located,  this  time  at  Iver.  A  House  Martin,  risking  unseasonal 
weather,  was  at  Old  Bexley  on  the  1 2th.  Stocker’s  Lake  was  host  to  a  Hooded  Crow 
on  the  20th,  and  again  in  early  April;  two  days  later  on  the  22nd  the  first  two 
Wheatears  appeared,  although  with  the  winds  now  from  the  east,  the  cold  air 
deterred  all  but  the  most  foolhardy  migrants.  Another  Brent  Goose  arrived,  this 
time  at  the  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  the  26th,  and  Sanderling  reached  a  rather 
surprising  total  of  26  on  the  29th  at  Rainham.  The  30th  provided  Kittiwakes  at 
Staines,  a  Red-throated  Diver  at  Walthamstow,  where  it  sadly  remained  to  die,  and 
the  first  Common  Tern  at  Rye  Meads. 

Anticyclonic  conditions  were  predominant  for  the  first  ten  days  of  April,  and 
the  Arctic  air  that  came  with  it  acted  as  a  most  effective  migratory  block.  More 
Kittiwakes  appeared  on  the  2nd,  and  London’s  earliest  ever  Spoonbill  was  at  Rom¬ 
ford  on  the  6th.  Between  the  1 1th  and  the  16th  winds  veered,  allowing  a  mild 
southerly  airflow  to  prevail  for  several  days,  and  the  warm  winds  brought  a  flurry 
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of  birds  with  it.  On  the  12th  the  first  Black  Terns  appeared  at  Staines,  and  two 
Avocets  were  at  Rainham;  the  next  day  a  Red  Kite  drifted  over  Banstead  Downs, 
and  the  first  Cuckoos  could  be  seen  and  heard  at  several  localities;  Little  Gulls 
arrived  at  Staines  to  begin  quite  a  good  spring  movement.  A  Hoopoe  at  Rye  Meads 
on  the  same  day  was  one  of  two  in  London  during  this  spell.  Winds  changed  to 
north  or  north-easterly  on  the  1 7th  and  remained  so  into  May,  and  consequently 
the  pattern  of  migration  slowed  again.  Stanstead  Abbots  boasted  an  Avocet  on  the 
23rd.  On  the  26th  at  least  80  Arctic  Terns  flew  up  the  Lea  Valley,  and  in  the 
gathering  gloom  80  Bar-tailed  Godwits  passed  over  Staines,  a  foretaste  of  what  was 
to  come.  Two  fine  spring  raptors  were  seen  in  the  Lea  Valley  during  the  last  few 
days  of  the  month,  an  Osprey  on  the  27th  and  Hen  Harrier  on  the  29th. 

As  May  opened  anticyclonic  conditions  continued  to  hold  sway,  and  for  the  first 
ten  days  winds  were  fresh  to  strong  north-easterlies.  At  dusk  on  the  2nd  1 2  more 
Bar-tailed  Godwits  flew  north-at  Staines  and  as  dawn  broke  on  the  3rd  one  of  Lon¬ 
don’s  most  spectacular  spring  wader  movements  began.  Birds  forced  to  cut 
across  the  south-east  corner  of  England  and  fly  into  the  headwind  were  either 
grounded  or  brought  down  low  enough  to  be  seen  as  they  passed  over.  Totals  that 
could  be  compiled  at  the  end  of  the  day  were:  175  Bar-tailed  Godwits  at  five 
localities,  including  a  record  flock  over  Walthamstow;  1 1  Turnstones,  mainly  at 
the  reservoirs,  1 6  Oystercatchers,  all  at  Rainham,  2 1  Greenshank,  nine  Whimbrel, 
three  Grey  Plover,  and  then  single  Knot,  Curlew  Sandpiper,  Avocet,  Little  and 
Sandwich  Tern.  Passerines  were  not  in  great  evidence,  except  for  Wheatear  with  6 1 
at  four  sites,  but  they  also  included  the  chief  prize  of  the  spring,  a  fine  summer 
plumage  Red-throated  Pipit  at  Sevenoaks,  only  the  second  for  the  Area.  Although 
this  passage  was  reflected  throughout  the  Area  it  was  more  marked  on  the  east¬ 
ern  side,  and  indeed  this  whole  movement  is  a  good  illustration  of  how  birds  would 
prefer  to  fly  into  the  wind  rather  than  risk  being  blown  off  course  by  flying  at  a 
tangent  to  it.  Further  Ospreys  were  noted  at  Stanstead  Abbots  on  the  5th  and  at 
Horton  on  the  8th.  Fieldfares  still  lingered  in  sizeable  flocks;  on  the  9th  winds 
veered  to  the  south-east,  and  the  weekend  of  the  1 0th  and  1 1  th  revealed  three  Kitti- 
wakes  at  Staines,  a  Wryneck  at  Denham,  marked  movements  of  Black  and  Com¬ 
mon  Terns  in  the  eastern  sector  and  an  impressive  total  of  three  Temminck’s  Stints 
at  Broxbourne,  a  species  that  was  widespread  in  southern  Britain  at  the  time. 
Winds  were  mainly  south-easterly  until  the  1 8th  when  they  swung  to  the  north¬ 
west,  the  same  day,  in  fact,  that  the  fourth  Osprey  was  at  Gatton  Park,  a  Golden 
Oriole  at  Northaw  -  the  appearance  of  which  was  part  of  a  movement  in  evidence 
at  five  coastal  stations  from  Fair  Isle  to  Scilly  -  and  the  rarest  of  all  an  adult  male 
Night  Heron  was  on  the  bank  of  the  River  Thames  at  Richmond  on  the  23rd. 

Spring  faded  into  summer  and  the  number  of  migrants  fell  to  a  trickle  as  the  mid¬ 
summer  lull  set  in.  The  weather  during  June,  however,  was  what  we  have  come  to 
expect  and  it  was  ruled  by  slow  moving  depressions  from  the  west,  providing  wet, 
chilly  and  generally  cloudy  weather  conditions,  although  there  were  two  brief 
interludes  of  brighter  spells  during  the  month.  A  Kentish  Plover,  now  making  a 
spirited  bid  to  expand  its  range  again,  put  in  a  brief  appearance  at  Perry  Oaks  on 
the  1st,  two  wandering  Mediterranean  Gulls  were  seen  during  the  period.  A 
solitary  Black-necked  Grebe  was  at  Staines  for  most  of  the  month,  and  a  late  Little 
Gull  was  also  seen  there  on  two  dates.  Despite  the  inclement  weather,  London's 
eighth  Alpine  Swift,  was  seen  at  Walthamstow  on  the  21st. 

The  poor  start  to  the  summer  probably  affected  the  breeding  success  of  many 
species,  but  the  season  did  have  a  few  highlights.  Ruddy  Ducks  were  at  last  proved 
to  have  bred  having  attempted  to  do  so  for  several  years,  three  pairs  rearing  young 
at  one  locality;  Essex  again  held  a  pair  of  Wheatears.  Sparrowhawks  had  a  good 
season,  with  a  minimum  of  1 4  pairs;  and  a  rise  in  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  of 
Great  Crested  Grebes  was  noticed,  including  the  first  ‘Royal’  pair  at  Buckingham 
Palace.  Pride  of  place,  however,  must  go  to  Firecrests  where  one  bird  was  singing 
and  another  pair  were  seen  with  two  young  in  the  summer  months,  a  rather 
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surprising  and  unexpected  find,  nonetheless  welcome.  And  lastly  that  most 
secretive  of  breeding  warblers,  the  Cetti’s,  was  finally  proved  to  have  bred  in  the 
Lea  Valley,  although  it  had  undoubtedly  done  so  for  several  seasons. 

The  autumn  passage  of  waders  often  begins  as  early  as  the  middle  of  June,  a 
Green  Sandpiper  at  Kempton  Park  on  June  14th,  and  a  Common  Sandpiper  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  on  June  26th  probably  both  fall  into  this  category.  Several 
more  Green  Sandpipers  were  seen  before  the  end  of  the  month,  and  the  first  days 
of  July  saw  the  arrival  of  other  waders  into  the  area,  with  the  first  Greenshanks  on 
July  4th  and  1 2  Black-tailed  Godwits  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  same  day,  followed  by 
Ruff  on  July  5th,  Wood  Sandpiper  on  6th,  and  then  an  early  Little  Stint  at  Rain- 
ham  on  the  8th,  and  a  Curlew  Sandpiper  on  the  1 3th.  Interesting  passerines  during 
July  included  a  Marsh  Warbler  on  the  2nd,  a  Cirl  Bunting  at  Walton  Heath  on  the 
6th,  and  a  Cetti’s  Warbler  trapped  and  ringed  at  Queen  Mary  G.P.  on  the  12th 
(and  remained  until  September).  An  interesting  weather  pattern  developed  in  the 
last  week,  easterly  and  south-easterly  winds  and  anticyclonic  conditions  with 
severe  thunderstorms  developing.  The  first  influx  of  Black  Terns  occurred  on  July 
26th,  in  what  was  to  be  a  very  good  autumn  for  this  species.  The  weekend  of  July 
25th/26th  also  saw  a  remarkable  collection  of  birds  arrive  in  the  London  Area, 
including  one  first  rate  rarity!  A  Gull-billed  Tern,  seen  briefly  grounded  on  a 
drained  tank  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  26th  was  the  first  record  of  this  species  in  the 
London  Area.  At  Rainham  Marsh  on  26th,  parties  of  Greenshank  arriving  and 
departing  before  a  thunderstorm  totalled  an  incredible  53,  whilst  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  a  Montagu’s  Harrier  was  seen  at  Dartford  Marsh.  Curlew  Sand¬ 
pipers  at  Rainham  reached  a  peak  of  1 9  on  July  26th.  Wader  passage  at  Rainham 
again  proved  its  importance  with  a  new  record  count  of  91  Little  Ringed  Plovers 
on  the  last  day  of  the  month.  A  Peregrine  was  seen  at  Rainham  on  August  6th.  In 
the  early  morning  of  Aug.  9th,  a  flock  of  32  Grey  Plovers  flew  S  over  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  where  there  were  43  Black  Terns  and  35  ‘Commie’  Terns.  At  Staines  Res.  a 
southerly  movement  included  27  Redshank,  four  Oystercatchers,  1 3  Black  Terns, 
35  Common  Terns,  singles  each  of  Sandwich  and  Little  Tern,  and  a  continual  flow 
of  Sand  Martins  estimated  at  2-3,000  birds.  The  following  day  a  Temminck’s  Stint 
was  found  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  and  a  Spoonbill  on  Aug.  1 2th  and  1 3th  at  Holme- 
thorpe  S.P.  Notable  wader  counts  during  the  month  included  70  Common  Sand¬ 
pipers  at  Rainham  on  Aug.  2nd  and  6 1  at  Perry  Oaks  on  1 6th,  65  Green  Sandpipers 
at  Rainham  on  Aug.  16th,  21  W  himbrel  flew  over  Broxbourne  G.P.  on  Aug.  3rd. 
The  usual  peak  of  migrant  Ringed  Plovers  appeared  in  the  last  ten  days  of  August, 
with  49  at  Perry  Oaks  on  the  22nd  and  250  at  West  Thurrock  on  the  24th.  The  first 
Common  Scoter  of  the  autumn  was  at  Girling  Res.  on  the  16th,  and  Shoveler 
reached  an  early  autumn  peak,  with  650  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  the  30th.  The 
only  Marsh  Harrier  of  the  year  was  at  Rainham  on  the  29th  and  30th, 
disappointing  in  view  of  the  recent  upsurge  in  records.  Passerine  migration  was 
generally  unexceptional,  Pied  Flycatchers  showed  a  small  peak  late  in  the  month, 
with  five  between  the  25th  and  28th.  An  Arctic  Skua  flew  over  Staines  Res.  on  the 
30th  (a  day  when  good  numbers  were  observed  on  the  East  coast)  and  four  Shags 
were  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  the  31st. 

September  proved  to  be  a  very  interesting  month,  as  usual,  two  Wrynecks 
appeared  simultaneously  at  Stanstead  Abbots,  and  in  a  Shepperton  Garden  on 
the  2nd.  The  Thames  had  140  Common  Terns  at  Rainham  the  same  day.  High¬ 
light  of  the  month  was  the  occurrence  of  five  Manx  Shearwaters,  well  scattered 
over  the  area.  The  first  was  seen  at  Staines  Res.  on  Sept.  6th,  and  thus  probably 
unrelated  to  subsequent  reports.  One  bird  picked  up  in  a  road  in  Cricklewood  (and 
later  released  on  the  East  coast)  had  been  ringed  only  four  days  previously  on  the 
Welsh  coast,  and  must  give  some  idea  of  the  origin  of  these  birds.  With  only  13 
previous  records  in  the  London  Area  this  century,  five  in  one  year  is  truly 
exceptional.  Clearly  connected  with  these  records  were  the  small  flocks  of  Arctic 
Skuas  flying  over  on  the  13th  and  14th.  Black  Terns  began  to  occur  in  some 
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numbers  during  the  middle  of  the  month,  and  at  West  Thurrock  a  White-winged 
Black  Tern  was  seen  on  the  1 6th  and  Black  Terns  reached  300  here  by  Sept.  20th. 
with  43  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  the  same  day.  Sandwich  Terns  were  also  found  at 
several  places,  with  at  least  16  between  the  18th  and  21st.  Little  Gulls  reached  a 
peak  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  of  seven  on  the  20th.  A  widespread  movement  of  Win- 
chats  also  took  place  in  the  calm  weather  following  the  gales  in  mid-month,  and 
there  were  at  least  15  at  Wraysbury  G.P.  on  the  21st.  By  contrast  wader  passage 
was  rather  unexciting  although  a  Temminck’s  Stint  at  the  Pen  Ponds,  Richmond 
Park  on  the  27th  was  an  unusual  find.  The  autumn  flock  of  Black-necked  Grebes 
at  Staines  Res.  reached  its  maximum  of  23  on  the  2 1  st,  and  Great  Crested  Grebes 
were  common  at  this  time  with  434  on  the  Staines/King  George  VI  on  the 
27th/28th.  A  young  Osprey  gave  good  views  at  Claremont  Lake,  Esher,  during  its 
long  stay  from  the  25th  to  Oct.  13th. 

During  the  first  days  of  October,  a  Corncrake  was  found  in  a  cornfield  at 
Chessington.  The  first  Redwings  were  seen  on  the  3rd,  with  one  flock  of  400  the 
following  day  and  small  numbers  of  Siskins  and  Bramblings  were  seen  on  the  4th . 
A  Red-necked  Grebe  on  the  5th  at  King  George  V  Res.,  stayed  until  the  end  of 
November  (and  was  later  joined  by  another).  A  late  Hobby  was  at  Stanmore  on 
the  7th,  and  the  last  Swift  of  the  year  was  seen  at  Pinner  on  the  9th.  A  surprise  at 
Walthamstow  on  the  1 1th  was  a  juvenile  Night  Heron  found  dead  beneath  power 
lines.  Another  Peregrine  on  the  1 8th,  was  followed  by  a  Gannet  well  inland  at 
Kempton  Park  the  same  day.  There  were  at  least  1 5  Bearded  Tits  at  Brent  Res.  on 
the  1 9th,  and  a  Hen  Harrier  arrived  at  Rainham  on  the  23rd  (and  stayed  until  the 
end  of  the  year).  A  Shore  Lark  was  found  feeding  along  the  causeway  of  Queen 
Mary  Res.  with  Meadow  Pipits  on  the  25th.  The  weather  turned  very  cold  towards 
the  end  of  October,  with  the  first  heavy  fronts  of  the  winter,  and  winds  from 
Scandinavia  and  beyond. 

On  Nov.  1st  a  Brent  Goose  was  seen  at  Staines  Res.,  five  Little  Gulls  at  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  a  Bewick’s  Swan  in  Richmond  Park,  and  an  exceptionally  late  Red- 
backed  Shrike  at  Wanstead  S.F.  Three  Waxwings  fed  on  berries  at  Hanwell  on  the 
3rd  and  4th.  On  the  6th,  mid-week  watchers  at  Walthamstow  Res.  claimed  one  of 
the  best  records  of  the  year,  no  less  than  79  Common  Scoter  on  the  water  (as  well 
as  a  Red-throated  Diver),  and  obviously  linked  with  this  outstanding  record  were 
four  Eider  and  a  Snow  Bunting  at  Datchet  Res.  on  Nov.  8th  (a  flock  of  54  Eider 
were  reported  from  just  outside  the  London  Area  at  Bough  Beech  Res..  Kent,  the 
same  day).  A  Velvet  Scoter  at  King  George  VI  Res.,  from  Nov.  1 6th  until  Dec.  6th 
had  possibly  arrived  at  the  same  time  and  another  two  were  seen  at  Wraysbury 
Res.  on  the  30th.  A  Spotted  Crake  at  Beddington,  first  seen  on  Nov.  12th  had  a 
lengthy  stay,  with  the  last  sighting  on  Dec.  9th.  Two  Glaucous  Gulls  were  at  Thorpe 
Water  Park  on  the  16th,  and  a  Hen  Harrier  was  seen  the  same  day  at  Dartford 
Marsh.  A  Little  Gull  was  seen  briefly  at  Staines  Res.  on  the  22nd,  and  a  very  late 
Yellow  Wagtail  was  at  Rainham  the  same  day.  Up  to  seven  Bewick’s  Swans  were 
in  the  Lea  Valley  between  Nov.  29th  and  Dec.  7th. 

Unlike  November,  December  was  a  relatively  quiet  month,  with  little  in  the  way 
of  cold  weather  movements.  A  Kittiwake  was  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  the  6th. 
and  six  Bewick’s  Swans  dropped  in  at  Walton  Res.,  a  Bittern  appeared  at  Seven- 
oaks  on  the  1 3th.  Another  Snow  Bunting,  at  Rainham,  was  found  on  the  20th.  The 
last  birds  of  note  during  the  year  were  two  more  Bitterns,  at  Brent  Res.  on  the  26th 
and  at  Ruxley  on  the  27th,  and  a  Velvet  Scoter  at  Staines  Res.  also  on  Dec.  27th. 
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Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  recording  area,  which  in  this  report  is  called  the  ‘London  Area’, 
is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Within 
the  area,  the  original  county  boundaries  are  used  for  recording  purposes,  rather 
'  than  the  new  administrative  counties.  In  addition,  there  is  a  special  recording 
zone  for  Inner  London  (a  rectangle  5  miles  x  8  miles,  centred  on  Charing  Cross). 
All  records  of  interest  are  welcome  from  members  and  non-members,  and  these 
should  be  sent  to  the  appropriate  Recorder  (see  list  on  page  4). 


cttOM  ST.  PAUL’S 


INNER 
LONDON 
RECORDING 
AREA  5  MILES  x 
8  MILES,  CENTERED 
ON  CHARING  CROSS 


It  will  assist  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  Society’s  recording  sheets  are 
used  (available  from  Recorders  on  request),  and  if  records  are  listed  in  the  order 
followed  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Separate  sheets  should  be  used  for  each 
recording  area.  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  in  August  for 
the  period  January  to  July,  and  in  early  January  for  August  to  December. 

Records  of  rare  and  unusual  species  in  the  London  Area  are  examined  by  the 
Records  Committee  before  inclusion  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Published 
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records  need  to  stand  the  scrutiny  of  not  only  today’s  readers  but  also  anyone 
who  in  future  years  may  refer  to  the  systematic  list.  Brief  field-notes  are  therefore 
required  to  provide  supporting  evidence  of  correct  identification  and  authen¬ 
ticity  for  the  following  species: 


All  rare  species 

All  out  of  season  migrants 

All  divers 
Slavonian  Grebe 
Red-necked  and  Black-necked 
Grebes  except  at  regular  haunts 
Petrels  and  Shearwaters 
Gannet  and  Shag 
All  bitterns 

Herons  other  than  Grey 
Bewick’s  and  Whooper  Swans 
All  geese  except  Canada 
Ferruginous  Duck,  Scaup,  Long¬ 
tailed  Duck,  Velvet  Scoter  and 
female  Red-breasted  Merganser 
All  birds-of-prey  except  Kestrel 
Quail 

Rails  and  crakes,  except  Water 
Rail,  Moorhen  and  Coot 
All  waders  of  irregular  occurrence 
All  skuas 

All  gulls  of  irregular  occurrence 
including  Iceland,  Glaucous  and 
Kittiwake 


Little  Gull  away  from  regular 
haunts 

All  terns  except  Common  and 
Black 
All  auks 

Long-eared  and  Short-eared  Owls 

Wryneck 

Woodlark 

Races  of  Anthus  spinoletta  other 
than  Rock  Pipit  and  Water 
Pipit  at  regular  localities 
White  Wagtail  in  autumn 
Races  or  hybrids  of  Motacilla 
flava  other  than  Yellow  Wagtail 
M  .fflavissima 
Waxw'ing 
Ring  Ouzel 
Unusual  warblers 
Firecrest 

Willow  Tit  away  from  regular 
haunts 
All  shrikes 

Twite,  Crossbill;  Lapland,  Snow 
and  Cirl  Buntings 


Fieldnotes  for  each  observation  should  be  submitted  to  the  recorder  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  observation,  rather  than  waiting  until  the  end  of  the  year. 
Evidence  needs  to  be  brief  but  relevant,  and  should  include  a  description  of  the 
essential  features  upon  which  identification  was  based,  relative  size,  flight,  calls, 
duration  and  distance  of  observation,  and  the  observer's  previous  experience  of 
this  and  similar  species. 


NATIONAL  RARITIES 

Records  of  national  rarities  (see  list  in  British  Birds  67  :  347-8)  should  be  sub-, 
mitted  preferably  via  the  local  recorder  for  forwarding  to  the  national  com¬ 
mittee.  If  sent  direct,  a  copy  of  the  submission  should  be  sent  to  the  recorder. 
Observers  are  asked  to  submit  records  promptly  to  ensure  acceptance  and  publi¬ 
cation  in  the  same  year. 


RARE  BREEDING  BIRDS 

Breeding  records  of  rare  species  (see  list  in  British  Birds  66  :  174)  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted  preferably  via  the  local  recorder  (stating  degree  of  confidentially 
required)  for  forwarding  to  the  national  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel.  All  reports 
of  these  species  (and  others,  less  rare)  are  treated  in  complete  confidence  at 
county  level.  With  the  exception  of  Black  Redstart,  names  of  localities  are  never 
published  and  only  the  name  of  the  county  is  given  in  the  London  Bird  Report 
and  British  Birds. 
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Dr.  L.  A.  Batten 
P.  A.  Baumber 

L.  Bedford  (lbJ) 

E.  J.  Bell 

W.  H.  F.  Bell 

F.  A.  Berry 
S.  Berry 

K.  F.  Betton 
Dr.  G.  Beven  (gbc) 

J.  R.  Bexley  (JRBy) 

Mrs.  J.  Biggs 

R.  S.  Birch 

E.  S.  Bird 
R.  Bird 

D.  J.  Booth 

N.  Borrow 

R.  P.  Bosanquet 

J.  E.  Bovingdon 

N.  Bowman  (nbw) 

D.  A.  Boyd 

M  rs.  D.  M.  Bradley 

G.  Brandejs  (gbs) 

K.  Brandwood 
RSPB  Bromley  Branch 
R.  Brooks  (rb^) 

P.  E.  Brown 

F.  C.  Buckle 

D.  S.  Burchfield 
P.  F.  Burns 
R.  W.  Burrows 
C.  I.  Bushell 

J.  W.  Cadbury 

F.  R.  Cannings 
P.  J.  Casselton 

P.  J.  Chadder  (pjcr) 

M.  R.  Chandler 
R.  J.  Chandler 
D  P.  Child 

K.  J.  Claydon 
C.  R.  A.  Clegg 
P.  Clement  (pc/) 
Young  Ornithologists 

Club 


M.  Coath  (M ch) 

M.  Cole  (mcc) 

D.  A.  Coleman 
A.  R.  Coley 
Mrs.  L.  J.  Coley 
M  rs.  M.  M.  Conway 
M.  J.  Cook 
G.  Cooper  (GCr) 

C.  Corben 
D  Corben 

G.  B.  Corbet 

D.  Cottridge  (DCe) 

R.  Cousins 
A.  O.  Cowan 
B  R.  Cox 

S.  Cox 
S.  J.  Cox 

M.  J.  Cowlard  (mjcJ) 

S.  Cramp  (sc p) 

R.  J.  Cruise  (rjcc) 

L.  Cumming 

J.  Dacie 
W.  H  Dady 
R  Davies 

I.  K.  Dawson 
Mrs.  J.  Dean  (jd«) 

T.  R.  Dean 

M.  K.  Dennis 
R.  A.  Denyer 
Mrs.  E.  Dequidt 
D.  Dicker 

G.  Dickerson 
P.  Dolton 

R.  R  Drew 
A.  J.  Driver 

T.  Duckett 
C.  K.  Dunkley 
P.  O.  Dunkley 

Mrs.  B.  Edey 

J.  Edwards 

P.  J.  Edwards 
C.  Ellam 
P.  English 
R.  M.  Etherington 

H.  W.  Evans 
R.  D.  Evans 

C.  Fentiman  (cf n) 

P.  Ferris 
M.  C.  Fewell 
J.  L.  L.  Figueiras 
J.  Fitzpatrick 
P.  Fletcher  (PFr) 

C.  Ford 

R.  H.  B.  Forster 
A.  Fossey 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Fox  (raf.y) 

R.  A.  Fuller 

A.  Gabriel 

S.  W.  Gale 
P.  D.  Gann 
P.  Gasson 
S.  J.  Gatley 

G.  Geen 

D.  Gibbs  (dgs) 


T.  Gittings 
A.  P.  Goddard 

K.  Gold 

C.  G.  Golsen 

G.  C.  Gore 
M.  Gotts 

R.  Grafton 

A.  J.  Gray  (ajg>>) 

E.  E.  Green 

V.  A.  Green 

S.  T.  Greenwood 

I.  Gregory 

D.  Griffin  (dg«) 

Dartford  Ringing  Group 
Epping  Forest  Group 
Hersham  Ringing  Group 
Lea  Valley  Project  Group 
Maple  Cross  Ringing 

Group 

Runnymede  Ringing 
Group 

Rye  Meads  Ringing 
Group 

Wren  Conservation 
Group 

H.  G.  Hampton 
A.  Harris 

D.  G.  Harris 

M.  Harris 

G.  C.  D.  Harrison 

R.  B.  Hastings 

J.  A.  Hazell 

C.  D.  Heard 
G.  C.  Heard 

A.  Heaton  (ah«) 

K.  J.  Herber 

D.  Hind 

A.  J.  Holcombe 
P.  C.  Holland 

S.  Holloway 
J.  D.  Hook 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Horne  (ajhc) 

M.  Hosier  (MHr) 

R.  E.  Howlett 

J.  M.  Hurley 

K.  H.  Hyatt 

W.  R.  Ingram 

N.  J.  Iunguis 

M  rs.  F.  M.  James 
G.  C.  James 

E.  H.  Jennison 

I.  G.  Johnson 

B.  H.  Jones 

F.  H.  Jones 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Jones 

T.  H.  Jorgensen 

R.  Kelsh 
E.T.  W  Kemp 
P.  Kemp 

M.  Kennedy  (MKy) 

P.  Kennedy  (PKy) 

R.  H.  Kettle 

J.  King 

M.  Kings  (mics) 
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Contributors  to  the  Systematic  List  ( continued ) 


R.  U.  Lambert 

R.  R.  Langley 
W.G.  Last 
T.  J.  Lawrence 
N.  Law'ton 

J.  Lee 

R.  Leighton  (rl«) 

A.  J.  Leppard  (ajlc/ ) 

T.  G.  Lewis 

A.  Lightfoot 

C.  C.  Lodge 

K.  S.  Lodge 

K.  W.  Lodge 

R  G.  Mackett 

D.  Macmillan  (dm//) 

E.  Macmillan 

J.  D.  Macmillan 
N.  Macoustra 
J.  D.  Magee  (jdmc) 

M  rs.  M.  M.  Magee 
Mrs.  J.  Malcolm 

J.  Maltato per  D.  A.  Boyd 

1.  G.  Manklow 

B.  A.  Marsh 
M.  J.  Massey 
W.  McCubbin 

B.  McDonald 

M.  Meadows 

H.  P.  Medhurst 
W.  D.  Melluish 
A.  Merritt  (am/) 

G.  Messenbird 

D.  Milne 

K.  D.  G.  Mitchell 
D.  J.  Montier  (DJMr) 

A.  V.  Moon 

D.  J.  Morris 

I.  Morris 

Mrs.  S.  Morrison 
P.  Morrison 
D.  Mullaly  (dm>  ) 

J.  R.  Mullins 
G.  F.  A.  Munns 
D.  A.  Murdock 

K.  Murray 

N.  A.  Nash 
P.  Naylor 
T.  Neal 

M.  J.  Netherwood 
M  rs.  M.  Newman 

R.  Newton 

A.  Nisbet 
W.  S.  E.  Norton 

Mrs.  D.  M.  O'dowd 

J.  R.  Ogle 

C.  Ogston 
P.  J.  Oliver 

A.  R.  Padmore 
A.  R  J.  Paine 
A.  C.  Parker 

K.  H.  Palmer 

R.  A.  Palmer 
J.  Penry-Jones 

D.  Parr 


M.  Parrila  (MPa) 

D.  Perry  (dpj) 

R.  W.  Peters 
M.  Philpot 

C.  W.  Plant 
J.  A.  Potter 
M.  W.  Power 
J.L.  Preston  v 

S.  K.  Proddow 

J.  M.  Ramsey 

D.  Rear 

B.  Reed 

Alexandra  Park  Bird 
Report 

Hampstead  Heath 
Ornithological  Report 

G.  A.  Richards 
R.  K.  S.  Richards 

K.  Richardson 
Mrs.  L.  Riddick 
R  C.  Riley 
Mrs.  W.  Roberts 

L.  F.  Ridgers 

M.  J.  Rogers 

D.  R.  Rooum  (dr/?/) 

J.  E.  Rose 
Mrs.  J.  Rowell 
P.  Rowse 
P.  Rumsey  (pr.v) 

A.  Russell 

R.  Safford 
B  L. Sage 
J.  Saker 

D.  Sampson  (ds n) 

R.  F.  Sanderson 

L.  Savage 

J.  Sawyer  (jsr)  . 

C.  O.  Schofield 
A.  Scott 

I.  Searle 

N.  Shennan 

S.  Shepherd 

T.  H  A.  Slack 

I.  H.  Slater 

H.  Sleep 

T.  R.  Smeeton 

J.  T.  Smith 

R.  Smith  (rs //) 

S.  Smith  (ss/z) 

S.  W.  Smith 

Essex  Bird  Watching  & 
Preservation  Society 
(ebwps) 

Harrow  Natural  History 
Society  (hhs) 

Herts.  Natural  History 
Society  (hnhs) 

Kent  Ornithological 
Society 

Middle  Thames  Natural 
History  Society 
Ruislip  &  District  Natural 
History  Society 
Surbiton  &  District  Bird 
Watching  Society 
J.  Soper  (jso) 


G.  Spinks 
P.  Spivack 
B  D. Spooner 
K.  E.  Springett 
R  Strachan  (rs n) 

P.  J.  Stangeman  (pjs n) 

R  Taylor 
W.  G.  Teagle 
R  Terry  (rt>) 

A.  Thompson 

M.  Thurner 
J.  Tietz 

A  D.  Tomlins 

T.  J.  Toohig 
R.  Topham  (rt m) 

E.  J.  Tranter 

J.  E.  Treganna 
R  Tuck  (rtA) 

A.  Turner  (ATr) 

K.  S.  Turner 

N.  J.  Turner 


E.  Urgquhart 

B.  M.  Utton 

P.  J.  Vines 
A.  Vittery 

I.  P.  Ward 

D.  Warren  (d wrt) 

D.  Washington 

M.  W  R.  Washington 
Mrs.  A.  Watson  (awa) 
Mrs.  A.  A.  Wells 

M.  J.  Wells 

C.  West 

C.  W.  Westwood 

J.  J.  Wheatley 
A.  F.  Wheeler 

T.  Wheeler 
W.J.  Whitaker 
G.  J.  White 

Dr.  J.  Whitelaw  (jwu) 
P.  A.  Whittington 

N.  Widdup 
J.  P.  Widgery 
R  Wilcox 

L.  K.  Wilkinson 

E.  A.  Williams 
J.C.  Williams 

T.  Williams  (twj) 

J.  Willis 

A.  Wilson  (aw/) 

F.  N.  Wilson 

M.  G.  Wilson 

D  K.  J.  Withrington 
R  W.  Woolard 

L.  F.  Woollard 


D  F.  Yates 
R.  E.  Youngman 

A.  Zdzylowski 
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Birds  of  the  London  Area,  1980 

with  Additions  and  Corrections  for  previous  years 

A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES 
OF  ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

The  classification  of  species  in  this  report  is  that  adopted  by  K.  H.  Voous  in  his 
List  of  Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species  (reprinted  1977  from  Ibis  115  :  612-38  and 
Ibis  1 19  :  223-50, 376-406).  Sequence  and  nomenclature  follow  the  'British  Birds' 
List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  (1978). 

For  recording  purposes  all  species  have  been  given  numbers,  with  suffix  letters 
for  subspecies,  but  it  should  be  noted  that  this  numbering  has  no  significance 
outside  the  London  Area. 

Observers’  initials  in  the  report  are  shown  against  principal  records.  A  full  list 
of  observers  appears  on  pages  1 1  and  12.  The  abbreviation  ‘mo’  used  for  long- 
stay  records  indicates  ‘many  observers’. 

The  six  counties  within  the  London  Area  are  signified  by  initials  in  the  report : 
E  =  Essex,  H  =  Hertfordshire,  M  =  Middlesex,  B  =  Buckinghamshire,  K  =  Kent 
and  S  =  Surrey.  Inner  London  records  are  normally  under  the  respective  counties 
(Middlesex  and  Surrey),  but  abbreviated  as  ‘IL’  in  tables.  For  direction  of  flight, 
cardinal  points  are  shortened  to  N,  NE,  NNE,  etc.  Other  abbreviations  are : 
Res.  =  reservoir,  G.P.  =  gravel  pit,  N.R.  =  nature  reserve,  S.P.  =  sand  pit,  S.F.  = 
sewage  farm  or  works,  and  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  or  LBR  =  London  Bird  Report. 

For  a  full  appreciation  of  many  of  the  records  in  this  report,  a  detailed  map  of 
the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to  the 
Society’s  books  Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1957  and  1964)  and  Atlas  of  Breeding 
Birds  of  the  London  Area  (1977),  which  give  the  continuous  history  of  species 
from  1900.  A  complete  London  Area  Checklist  (1901-77)  appears  in  London 
Bird  Report  43  :  71-84. 


1  Red-throated  Diver 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  present  from  Mar.  30th  was  found  dead  on  Apr. 

2nd  (reh  et  al.)  \  another  from  Nov.  6th  to  25th  (PFr  et  al.). 

M  Hampton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  27th  (am?)- 

2  Black-throated  Diver 

1979  Correction  and  Additional  Record. 

H  Entry  should  read;  Bury  Lake,  one  between  Feb.  17th  and  25th,  Amwell 
G.P./Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  18th  (gjw,fcb,  hnhs). 

M  India  and  Millwall  Dock,  one  from  Feb.  20th  to  the  22nd  (ajgv). 

Diver  sp. 

S  Walton  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  20th  (at/*,kst). 
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6  Little  Grebe 

Breeding  records,  large  counts  and  Inner  London  Records  are  given. 

E  Bred  at  West  Thurrock  (three  pairs),  Chigwell  and  Wanstead  Flats,  and 
possibly  at  Berwick  Ponds  (two  pairs). 

H  Bred  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (three  pairs),  Stocker’s  Lake  (four  pairs), 
Hilfield  Park  Res.  (two  pairs),  Amwell  G.P.  (ten  pairs).  Rye  Meads 
(seven  pairs),  London  Colney  and  Moor  Lane  G.P.  Hilfield  Park  Res., 
38  on  Oct.  5th  (cib). 

M  Bred  at  Canon’s  Lake,  Stain  Hill  Res.  (two  pairs)  and  Rammey  Marsh, 
Enfield  (two  pairs).  Shepperton  G.P.,  33  on  Mar.  16th  (hwe).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  several  dates  in  April  and  May,  one 
eventually  found  dead  on  May  13th  (sb).  Kensington  Gardens,  one  or 
two  on  the  Long  Water  from  January  until  Mar.  1 1th,  and  on  the  Round 
Pond  on  June  26th,  and  up  to  three  on  the  Long  Water  from  Oct.  9th  to 
Nov.  19th  (dab,mc h). 

B  At  least  two  pairs  bred  at  Wraysbury  G.P.,  where  23  were  present  on 
Sept.  14th  and  22  on  Oct.  12th  (FRC,GCr). 

K  Bred  at  Crayford,  Foots  Cray  Meadows  and  Thamesmead  (two  pairs). 
S  Bred  at  Bookham  Common,  Epsom  (three  pairs),  Cobham  (four  pairs), 
Ewell  Court  Park,  Godstone  Res.  (two  pairs),  Holmethorpe  S.P.  (two 
pairs)  and  Lonsdale  Road  Res. 

1979  Correction  and  Additional  Record. 

E  Line  2  should  read ;  Walthamstow  Res.,  27  on  Oct.  5th,  not  Aug.  5th  (ca). 
M  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  bred  four  juveniles  seen  (hrg). 

7  Great  Crested  Grebe 

There  were  at  least  350  on  census  waters  in  January,  and  over  800  in 
October  and  November,  numbers  declining  thereafter.  These  figures  are 
more  than  double  those  for  comparable  months  in  most  recent  years 
apart  from  the  early  months  of  1979  when  there  was  an  influx  during  the 
cold  weather.  About  60%  of  the  October  and  November  counts  were  on 
the  West  Middlesex  reservoirs,  the  highest  count  being  208  on  King 
George  VI  Reservoir.  The  highest  count  in  the  Lea  Valley  was  110  at 
Walthamstow  Reservoir,  also  in  October. 

Counts  in  excess  of  100  were  as  follows: 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  122  on  Sept.  14th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  up  to  216  in  September;  Queen  Mary  Res.,  128  on 
Jan.  27th,  123  on  Sept.  13th  and  up  to  159  in  October;  Staines  Res.,  up 
to  175  in  first  half  of  September  and  218  on  28th;  166  on  Oct.  12th. 
Wraysbury  Res.,  1 18  on  Jan.  1st  and  103  on  Aug.  25th. 

The  minimum  number  of  breeding  pairs  compaired  with  the  previous 
year  was  as  follows : 

Inner 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

24 

13 

33 

4 

3 

4 

8 

89 

43 

49 

47 

6 

8 

8 

11 

172 

The  comparable  totals  recorded  each  year  since  the  census  of  1975  have 
been  as  follows:  1975-168;  1976-104;  1977-111;  1978-107.  While  the 
variations  attributable  to  changes  in  observer  effort  from  year  to  year 
cannot  be  isolated  it  seems  clear  that  there  was  a  massive  increase  to 
record  levels  in  1980  after  exceptionally  low  numbers  in  1979.  The  in- 
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crease  was  apparent  in  all  sectors.  The  Inner  London  records  were  at 
Buckingham  Palace  Gardens  (one  pair,  the  first  record  for  the  locality) 
(scp),  Battersea  Park  (one  pair);  Regent’s  Park  (two  pairs,  only  one  of 
which  bred)  and  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  (four  pairs,  of 
which  three  bred). 


8  Red-necked  Grebe 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  an  immature  present  from  Oct.  5th  to  Nov.  30th 
was  joined  by  a  second  on  Nov.  4th  and  stayed  to  the  8th  (pjv  et  al.).  This 
second  bird  may  have  been  the  one  seen  at  Walthamstow  Reservoir  from 
Nov.  15th  to  Dec.  7th  (ajgj>  et  al.). 

H  Batchworth  Lake,  one  on  Jan.  23rd  (hnhs,hb);  Bury  Lake,  one  on  Jan. 

27th  (je,cib);  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  singles  on  Oct.  13th  and  25th  (cib). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  in  summer  plumage  on  Apr.  7th  (cib). 

B  Farlowes  Lake,  Iver,  one  from  Mar.  9th  to  Apr.  13th  (pg,rs n  et  al.). 

1979  Additional  Records. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  23rd  (lvpg). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  14th  (hnhs). 

9  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  up  to  three  on  several  dates  between  Oct.  9th  and 
Nov.  3rd  (ajgj  et  al.)-,  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  4th  (gjw). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  singles  on  Oct.  14th  and  15th  and  from  Oct.  25th  to 
Nov.  12th  (cib, hnhs). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (pn);  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on 
Jan.  27th  (mjr);  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  2nd  and  3rd  (trd,jdh,cib). 

S  Thorpe  Water  Park,  one  on  Mar.  16th  (dkjw). 


10  Black-necked  Grebe 

E  Girling  Res.,  present  in  all  months  except  May,  June  and  July;  maxima 
of  seven  on  Apr.  13th  and  four  in  November  and  December  (jf  et  al.)  ; 
Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  Jan.  19th  and  20th  (jf,gjw  et  al.),  and  singles 
on  Feb.  9th,  Mar.  30th,  Oct.  12th  and  Nov.  2nd  (jf);  Waltham  Abbey, 
one  on  Feb.  15th  had  probably  come  from  nearby  Cheshunt  (see  below) 
(gjw). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  from  Feb.  14th  to  24th  (gjw)  and  one  on  Dec.  31st 
(lvpg);  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  30th  (cib). 

M  Staines  Res.,  present  in  all  months;  two  in  January,  February  and  early 
March  increased  to  a  peak  spring  count  of  seven  on  Mar.  30th  and  Apr. 
8th,  numbers  then  declined  until  only  one  was  present  throughout  June. 
Up  to  eight  were  seen  in  July,  and  up  to  18  in  August,  the  maximum  of  23 
being  reached  on  Sept.  21st,  after  which  rapid  dispersal  took  place,  only 
one  bird  being  reported  after  mid-October.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  up  to  four 
in  January  and  February  (mo),  two  on  Oct.  30th  (wm)  and  one  on  Dec. 
1 4th  (pcQ;  King  George  VI  Res.,twoon  Feb.  17th  and  Mar.  1st,  three  on 
Sept.  27th  and  one  on  Oct.  4th  (pn). 

B  Old  Slade,  singles  on  Feb.  3rd,  Mar.  1st  and  Apr.  7th  (djm). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  13th,  two  on  Feb.  17th,  four  on  Mar.  16th, 
one  on  Dec.  7th  and  two  on  Dec.  31st  (dp);  Walton  Res.,  two  on  Aug. 
9th,  one  on  Sept.  27th,  Nov.  11th  and  16th,  and  two  on  Nov.  23rd 
(pc/,co,sbws). 
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18  Manx  Shearwater 

During  the  first  half  of  September,  a  deep  depression  centred  on  north¬ 
west  Scotland  gave  rise  to  westerly  gales  over  much  of  Britain,  in  the 
wake  of  which  the  following  records  were  received : 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  found  dead  and  another  seen  alive  on  Sept.  14th  (pjv 
et  al.). 

M  Staines  Res. ,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (jeb,whd,hs)  ;  Cricklewood,  one  picked  up 
exhausted  in  a  street  on  Sept.  12th  had  been  ringed  four  days  previously 
at  Tenby,  Dyfed;  after  being  taken  into  care  by  the  RSPCA,  it  was  later 
released  near  Ipswich,  Suffolk  (RSPCA,  nb n). 

S  Beverley  Park,  New  Malden,  one  found  exhausted  on  Sept.  1 1  th  was  later 
released  at  Selsey  Bill,  Sussex  (mp). 

25  Gannet 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  an  adult  on  Oct.  18th  (tw s). 

26  Cormorant 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  present  throughout  the  year,  with  maxima  at  roost 
of  112  on  Jan.  5th  and  154  on  Oct.  6th  (ca  etal.)  \  Fisher’s  Green,  reported 
in  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  and  from  Sept.  13th  onwards; 
maxima  at  roost  82  on  Feb.  2nd  and  1 18  on  Dec.  2nd  (pk>\gjw);  Girling 
Res.,  102  on  Oct.  4th  (pab). 

H  Colne  and  Lea  Valleys,  parties  of  up  to  20  reported  from  several  localities 
in  all  months  except  June  to  August;  maxima  25  at  Rye  Meads  in  Nov¬ 
ember  (rmrg)  and  24  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Mar.  30th  (hnhs,hb). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  max.  85  on  Feb.  17th  (pn);  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  max. 
80  on  Feb.  10th  (je)  ;  smaller  numbers  at  several  reservoirs  and  gravel  pits 
in  most  months.  Inner  London :  up  to  three  on  the  River  Thames  in  most 
months,  and  a  maximum  of  six  in  Hyde  Park  in  winter  (pjs/7,sjg,gaa, 
dab). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  max.  18  on  Feb.  23rd  (rey);  also  reported  at  Wraysbury 
G.P.  and  Old  Slade  N.R. 

K  The  only  records  away  from  the  Thames  were  of  12  flying  over  Hither 
Green  on  Aug.  20th  (trs)  and  of  up  to  four  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on  several 
dates  (ah n). 

S  Small  numbers  throughout  the  year  at  reservoirs  and  on  the  Thames; 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  max.  of  206  on  Feb.  2nd  (dg/7,co,jrm). 


27  Shag 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  reported  at  the  end  of  1979  was  still  present  on 
Jan.  1st  (rlh),  and  single  birds  were  seen  on  Sept.  25th  (ca),  Nov.  26th 
(PFr)  and  Dec.  23rd  (AJGy).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  13th  and 
14th  (jf);  Nazeing,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (gjw). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  four  immatures  on  Aug.  3 1  st  (cib),  Amwell  G.Ps.,  one 
on  Nov.  23rd  (br). 

M  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  14th  (gcg). 

S  R.  Thames,  Hammersmith,  a  first  year  bird  was  present  on  Nov.  29th  and 
30th  (peb,rbh). 

1979  Additional  Record  and  Correction. 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  an  immature  on  Dec.  28th  (hnhs). 

S  Lines  3  and  4.  Delete  Westminster  (Bridges)  insert  Lambeth. 
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30  Bittern 

E  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (MHr). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  single  individuals  reported  in  January,  February  and 
October  (gjw  et  alJ),  and  from  Rye  Meads  and  Rye  House  Marsh  in 
January  (lvpg,rmrg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  26th  (lab). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  13th  (ah«);  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Dec.  27th 
(rjc). 

1979  Additional  Records. 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  one  on  Feb.  16th  (hnhs).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Dec. 
25th  (lvpg). 


32  Little  Bittern 

1961  Additional  Record. 

S  Weybridge,  an  adult  found  dead  on  Aug.  22nd  1961  (rksr). 

This  record,  accepted  at  the  time  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee, 
inadvertently  never  appeared  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Subsequently 
it  was  omitted  from  the  analysis  of  records  in  ‘Scarce  Migrants  1955- 
1974’  ( Lond .  Bird  Rep.  41  :  73-99)  and  from  the  ‘London  Area  Checklist 
1901-77’  (Lond.  Bird  Rep.  43  :  71-84).  This  brings  the  total  to  seven. 


33  Night  Heron 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  an  immature  found  dead  beneath  overhead  wires  on 
Oct.  11th  (jf),  the  skin  is  now  preserved  in  the  collection  of  the  British 
Museum  (Natural  History). 

M  River  Thames,  (North  bank),  near  Ham  House,  an  adult  on  May  23rd 
(jwc). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  these  are  the  third  and 
fourth  records  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 


39  Grey  Heron 

Reported  widely  throughout  the  year.  Breeding  records  and  large  counts 
are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  1 10  occupied  nests  (pr>>);  Waltham  Abbey,  26  occu¬ 
pied  nests  (tgl);  West  Thurrock,  105  at  roost  on  Sept.  26th  (fnw). 

H  At  a  site  established  in  1977,  three  pairs  bred. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  13  pairs  bred  (je).  Kempton  Park  Res.,  about  50 
pairs  bred  (dp).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  eight  pairs  raised  17  young 
(jpw). 

K  Swanscombe,  79  on  Jan.  13th  (lfw). 

S  Gatton  Park,  seven  pairs  bred  (rhbf,dac). 

44  Spoonbill 

E  Romford,  one  flushed  from  a  flooded  field  on  Apr.  6th  (ds n). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  an  adult  on  Aug.  12th  and  13th  (rul,dpc). 
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46  Mute  Swan 


Breeding  pairs  were  reported  as  follows: 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1979 

5 

11 

11 

2 

- 

1 

9 

39 

1980 

4 

18 

11 

1 

1 

3 

8 

46 

Counts  in  excess  of  50  were  received  from :  Herts.*,  Amwell  G.Ps.,  102  on 
Feb.  17th,  Bury  Lake,  up  to  65  in  January;  Middx.,  Queen  Mary  Res., 
where  up  to  58  summered  from  June  to  August,  and  Kempton  Park,  55 
in  December;  and  Kent,  where  a  count  of  51  was  made  on  the  River 
Thames  in  January. 

47  Bewick’s  Swan 

E/H  Lea  Valley,  up  to  four  adults  and  three  immatures  reported  from  several 
localities  between  Nov.  29th  and  Dec.  7th  (gjw  et  al.). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  13  including  ten  adults  on  Dec.  27th  (rn). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  Jan.  16th  (pa);  Staines  Res.,  38  on  Feb.  10th 
were  all  adults  (avm  et  al.) ;  Ruislip  Lido,  five  flew  N  on  Mar.  9th  (rdnhs). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  flock  of  swans  heard  at  night  giving  the  soft  flight  call 
of  Bewick’s  flew  E  the  same  date  that  there  were  38  at  Staines  Res.  (rbh), 
an  adult  on  Mar.  9th  flew  off  NW  (peb).  Pen  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  an 
adult  on  Nov.  1st  (jmr).  Walton  Res.,  seven  including  one  immature  on 
Dec.  6th  (Pcr,MT). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

E  Epping  Forest,  Hollow  Pond,  three  on  Jan.  6th  (reh,wcg). 

47/48  Bewick’s/Whooper  Swan 

S  Ashtead  Common,  seven  on  Oct.  19th  were  thought  by  the  observers  to 
be  Bewick’s  (sm,pm). 

[49  Bean  Goose] 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  single  bird  present  during  July  must  be  regarded  as  an 
escape  (ah«). 

50  Pink-footed  Goose 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  an  escaped  bird  present  from  June  until  the  end  of  the' 
year  (ah n). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  on  Jan.  1st  and  6th  (dpc). 

51  White-fronted  Goose 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  20  flew  S  on  Feb.  9th  (jf,mkd). 

H/B  One  or  two  escaped  birds  reported  from  several  localities  in  the  Colne 
Valley  throughout  the  year. 

[52  Lesser  White-fronted  Goose] 

H  An  escaped  bird  present  in  the  Colne  Valley  in  January’,  August  and 
December  (jrbs,cib). 
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53  Greylag  Goose 

All  records  probably  relate  to  birds  originating  from  captive  stock.  Breed¬ 
ing  records  and  large  counts  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  pair  bred  (PFr). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  two  pairs  bred  (avm  et  al.). 

M  Bred  at  Moorhall  G.P.  and  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  where  51  were  present 
on  Aug.  9th  (je). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  bred;  max.  count  425  on  Sept.  23rd  (ah/?). 


54  Snow  Goose 

Although  the  species’  status  in  the  London  Area  remains  in  the  category 
of  ‘presumed  escape’  (see  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  43  :  71-84),  it  is  of  interest  - 
especially  with  reference  to  the  Kent  record  -  to  note  that  a  flock  of  18 
wild  birds  (including  one  ringed  in  Canada)  occurred  in  Holland  in  April 
1980. 

E  Fisher’s  Green,  two  from  March  to  May  (gjw). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  flew  N  high  on  Mar.  1st  (lvpg). 

K  Swanscombe,  17  flew  E  on  Mar.  1st  (lfw). 

S  Thorpe  Water  Park,  an  adult  with  a  flock  of  Canada  Geese  on  Oct.  12th 
(dkjw).. 


55  Canada  Goose 

The  minimum  number  of  broods  reported  are  summarized  in  the  table 
below : 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

Broods 

39 

14 

21 

4 

9 

2 

18 

107 

* 

Sites 

3 

2 

8 

2 

1 

2 

10 

28 

The  larger  counts  in  each  sector  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  maxima  of  140  in  June  and  164  in  December;  Fisher’s 


Green,  115  in  January. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  300  in  January  and  400  in  September.  Mill  End,  300  in 
August.  Stocker’s  Lake,  200  in  August  and  October. 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  350  in  August.  Shepperton  G.Ps.,  210  in  January. 
Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  250  in  September 
and  October. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  79  in  March. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  150  in  August. 

S  Gatton  Lake  and  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  215  at  each  locality  in  January. 
Kew  Gardens,  210  in  August. 

[56  Barnacle  Goose] 

Small  numbers  of  feral  birds  reported  from  a  number  of  localities 
throughout  the  year.  No  records  of  wild  birds  were  received. 

57  Brent  Goose 

E  Nazeing  G.P.,  four  on  Jan.  14th  (mcc). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Apr.  4th  was  thought  to  be  an  escape  (hb). 
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M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  26th  (gar)  ;  Staines  Res.,  one  SE  on  Nov. 
1st  (per). 

K  Swanscombe,  five  on  Mar.'  1st  and  2nd  (drg). 


59  Egyptian  Goose 

E  Fisher’s  Green,  of  the  three  escaped  birds  present  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  one  was  later  shot,  the  other  two  remained  throughout  the  year 

(JF,GJW). 

1979  Additional  Records. 

H  Rickmansworth  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  13th,  West  Hyde,  one  on  Oct.  14th 
(hnhs). 


60  Ruddy  Shelduck 

All  records  are  of  feral  birds. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  from  January  to  May,  and  three  from  June  until 
the  end  of  the  year  (jf  et  al.). 

M  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  9th  (gcg). 


61  Shelduck 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  three  broods  in  June.  The  monthly  maximum  at  this 
and  other  Thameside  localities  and  counts  from  the  river  itself  were  as 
follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham  Marsh 

150 

100 

100 

100 

133 

30 

194 

30 

105 

200 

150 

150 

Barking 

71 

50 

54 

173 

360 

253 

Thames 

83 

58 

7 

86 
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Elsewhere  up  to  seven  at  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  three  on  May  9th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  fledged  juveniles  on  Aug.  4th  but  it  is  not  known  if 
they  bred  at  that  locality ;  Staines  Res.,  present  from  January  to  August, 
including  two  from  March  to  early  May;  Kempton  Park  Res.,  present 
throughout  the  breeding  season.  Other  records  of  one  to  1 2  birds  through¬ 
out  the  year  from  about  14  localities.  Inner  London:  free  flying  birds 
regularly  in  St.  James’s  Park  and  on  Feb.  27th  in  Hyde  Park. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  up  to  13  from  February  to  May,  including  a  pair  until 
June.  One  to  three  at  two  other  localities. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  three  pairs  bred  and  young  seen  from  mid-June.  Singles 
at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on  several  dates.  Records  from  the  River  Thames  are 
given  with  the  related  records  under  Essex. 

S  Barn  Elms,  up  to  six  from  January  to  May,  otherwise  up  to  three  at  four 
other  localities. 


63  Mandarin 

All  breeding  records  are  given,  as  are  all  reports  away  from  the  normal 
stronghold  of  the  species  in  Surrey. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  pair  bred  (gbs)~,  King  George  V  Res.,  two  drakes  on 
Nov.  9th  (cfh)  ;  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  Nov.  8th  and  1 6th  (ca,l c)  ; 
Hornchurch,  single  drakes  on  Aug.  5th  and  Sept.  13th  (as). 
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H  Rye  Meads,  three  drakes  on  Feb.  12th  (hnhs);  Broxbourne  G.P.,  a  male 
on  Oct.  1 1th  (lvpg). 

M  Canon’s  Lake,  one  pair  in  September  and  October  (hhs).  Osterley  Park, 
one  on  July  26th  and  28th  (dgh,cww);  Darlands  Lake,  five  drakes  on 
Apr.  27th  (pjcr). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  up  to  four  on  several  dates  in  the  first  three  and  the  last 
two  months  of  the  year,  with  an  exceptional  count  of  13  on  Nov.  16th 
(FRC,GCr  et  al.). 

S  Bred  at  Epsom  Common,  Walton-on-the-Hill  and  Woodlands  Park,  and 
probably  at  Gatton  Lake.  Pairs  were  present  during  the  breeding  season 
at  four  other  suitable  localities.  The  largest  flock  reported  was  of  16  on 
the  River  Mole  at  Cobham  on  Apr.  20th  (dkjw). 


WILDFOWL 

Table  1.  Monthly  wildfowl  counts  -  mean  of  November  to  February  counts 
or,  in  italics ,  peak  winter  counts. 


1916/11 

1977/78 

1978/79 

1979/80 

1980/81 

Wigeon 

(255) 

152 

285 

192 

208 

Gadwall 

103 

102 

113 

156 

189 

Teal 

889 

615 

1,657 

1,327 

1,079 

Mallard 

2,864* 

2,777 

3,265* 

2,220** 

2,174** 

Shoveler 

534 

538* 

677 

465 

748 

Pochard 

1,049* 

799 

1,156 

5,355 

1,109 

Tufted  Duck 

3,047* 

2,569 

4,066 

6,969 

4,735 

Goldeneye 

(106)* 

103 

106 

188 

204 

Smew 

8 

22 

37 

9 

2 

Goosander 

53 

149 

292 

151 

156 

*  Incorporates  extrapolated  figures  in  excess  of  l0"o  of  total  count  in  one  or  more  months.  The  figures  in 
brackets  for  1976/77  are  unreliable  as  King  George  VI  Res.,  which  holds  a  large  proportion  of  the  total 
number  of  those  species  in  our  area  was  generally  not  counted  in  that  season. 

**  Omits  Gatton  for  which  no  counts  received  since  1977/78  when  there  were  100-200  in  mid-winter. 


The  comments  in  heavy  type  at  the  beginning  of  the  relevant  species 
account  refer  to  the  monthly  counts  in  the  1980/81  season,  and  the  mean 
(or  peak)  counts  for  the  five  latest  seasons  appear  in  Table  1.  In  the 
absence  of  the  large  flock  of  diving  ducks  at  Staines  Res.,  numbers  re¬ 
turned  to  more  usual  levels  though  there  was  great  inconsistency  between 
species.  Counts  on  the  Lower  Thames  were  sporadic  but  it  seems  that  the 
main  concentrations  now  occur  either  at  Rainham  Marsh  or  on  the 
adjacent  sectors  of  the  river.  Table  2  shows  an  estimate  of  the  aggregate 
counts  on  the  census  waters  and  the  Lower  Thames  for  January  and 
December. 


Table  2.  Approximate  aggregate  totals  of  census  counts  and  Lower 
Thames  counts  in  January  and  December  1980. 


Jan 

Dec 

1976 

10,000 

11,000 

1977 

10,000 

8,000 

1978 

8,000 

11,000 

1979 

23,000 

18,000 

1980 

21,000 

13,000 
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64  Wigeon 

1980/81.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  were  much  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
season,  maintaining  the  generally  higher  numbers  of  birds  in  reeent  years 
compared  with  1974/75  and  earlier. 

1980.  Large  counts  for  principal  localities  are  given.  Elsewhere,  scattered 
records  of  up  to  12  together  to  Apr.  27th  and  from  Aug.  17th. 

E  Rainham,  up  to  50  January  to  March  and  up  to  32  in  November  and 
December. 

H  Up  to  12  in  January  at  Stanstead  Abbots  G.Ps.  and  Stocker's  Lake. 

M  Staines  Res.,  up  to  198  in  January  but  the  only  record  received  for 
February  was  two  on  27th;  107  on  March  2nd  decreased  to  60  by  the 
9th;  at  the  end  of  the  year  up  to  54  in  November  and  105  in  December. 
King  George  VI  Res.,  max.  40  on  Feb.  17th  and  8  Ion  Dec.  14th;  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  30+  on  Dec.  7th.  Kempton  and  Stain  Hill  Res.,  up  to  40  in 
February  and  66  in  December. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  25  on  Jan.  13th  and  46  on  Nov.  16th. 

K  Crossness,  17  on  Jan.  26th;  Dartford  Marsh,  29  on  Jan.  13th  and  80  + 
flew  down  river  on  Jan.  20th. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  30  on  Jan.  30th  and  13  on  Dec.  8th;  Walton  Res.,  43  on 
Feb.  23rd  and  65  on  Nov.  16th. 


67  Gadwall 

1980/81.  See  Table  1.  After  some  seven  years  of  fairly  stable  numbers 
there  has  been  a  steady  increase  over  the  past  two  seasons  to  a  new  record 
level. 

1980.  Several  pairs  stayed  until  May  or  later,  but  only  one  record  of 
breeding  was  received.  Details  of  these  records  and  of  larger  counts  are 
given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  pairs  in  May  and  June,  one  brood  being  seen  (mkd). 
H  A  pair  was  present  in  May  at  both  Rye  Meads  and  Stocker's  Lake.  Winter 
max.  at  these  two  localities  were  .15  and  17  respectively  (both  in  January) 
and  27  at  Rye  Meads  on  Dec.  6th. 

M  Brent  Res.,  a  pair  summered;  Moorhall  G.P.,  a  pair  on  May  1st.  The 
largest  flock  in  this  sector  occurred  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  max.  38  on  Feb. 
9th  and  30  in  December  and  Kempton/Stain  Hill  Res.,  max.  20  on  Feb. 
16th  and  54  on  Nov.  15th.  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  16  on  Nov.  16th; 
Denham  Studios  G.P.,  19  on  Nov.  30th;  Brent  Res.,  19  on  Dec.  14th. 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.  and  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  pair  present  in  May  at  each 
locality.  Max.  at  these  localities  were  84  on  Feb.  17th  (Old  Slade)  and  65 
on  Nov.  16th  (Wraysbury). 

K  SevenoaksG.P.,  two  in  June;  Orpington  Priory  Gardens,  17  on  Feb.  7th. 
Counts  on  the  River  Thames  totalled  72  in  January  (mainly  oft'  Rainham) 
and  20  in  February  (mainly  Crossness). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  60  in  January,  a  pair  remaining  until  May  2nd.  Lonsdale 
Road  Res.,  45  on  Jan.  13th;  Island  Barn  Res.,  21  on  Feb.  17th;  Walton 
Res.,  47  on  Nov.  16th;  Pen  Ponds,  Richmond  Park,  24  on  Jan.  20th,  70 
on  Nov.  2nd  and  74+  (probably  a  record  for  this  locality)  on  Dec.  7th. 

69  Teal 

1980/81.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  have  now  fallen  for  two  seasons  but  are 
still  around  a  third  higher  than  in  the  early  1970s. 

1980.  After  a  complete  absence  of  summer  records  in  1979.  there  were 
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several  such  reports  this  year,  but  none  suggestive  of  breeding.  All  are 
detailed  below,  together  with  larger  counts  in  each  sector  and  Inner 
London  records. 

E  Winter  months  peaks  at  Rainham  Marsh  were  as  follows :  January-2,000 
(including  326  on  R.  Thames  on  26th),  February-840,  March-200,  Sep¬ 
tember-600,  October-400,  November- 1,200,  December-2,000;  there 
were  two  present  in  May  and  three  in  June.  Barking,  1,500  on  Jan.  20th. 
Walthamstow  Res.,  100  on  Feb.  25th.  Wm.  Girling  Res.,  one  on  June 
29th. 

H  Rye  Meads,  100  in  January  was  the  highest  count  in  this  sector.  Maple 
Cross  S.F.,  two  in  June.  Stocker’s  Farm,  two  on  June  15th.  Stocker’s 
Lake,  a  pair  on  June  3rd. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  250  in  January,  February  and  December  but  525 
on  Nov.  16th.  Staines  Res.,  130  in  January  and  March  and  three  on  June 
1st.  A  pair  at  Harefield  on  June  15th.  Inner  London:  apparently  wild 
individuals  in  Regent’s  Park  on  two  dates  in  August  and  two  in  Hyde 
Park  on  Apr.  24th. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  140  in  January  and  187  in  December. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  80  on  Jan.  1 3th  and  160  flew  over  on  Dec.  23rd;  Seven- 
oaks  G.P.,  maximum  of  64  in  December.  A  River  Thames  record  is  given 
under (E) above. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  246  in  February  and  200  in  November.  Island  Barn  Res., 
380  in  January  and  230  in  December.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  340  in 
January  and  180  in  September.  Beddington  S.F.,  200  on  Nov.  24th.  Pairs 
were  noted  at  Epsom  Common  on  May  2nd  and  Holmethorpe  S.P.  on 
May  4th. 

70  Mallard 

1980/81.  See  Table  1.  No  counts  have  been  received  from  Gatton  Park 
for  three  seasons,  so  the  index  is  probably  up  to  10%  lower  than  it  would 
otherwise  have  been.  Even  allowing  for  this,  numbers  were  probably  at  an 
all  time  low. 

1980.  Counts  in  excess  of  300  are  given  or  summarized  together  with 
details  of  a  breeding  concentration. 

E  All  counts  in  this  sector  were  under  300. 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  450  on  Nov.  8th. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  up  to  350  in  February.  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  400 
on  Jan.  27th  and  500  on  Aug.  9th.  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  between  300  and  350  January  to  March  and  in  October 
and  November;  at  least  52  broods  noted  at  this  locality. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  between  330  and  380  October  to  December. 

K  Counts  on  the  Lower  Thames  totalled  1,080  in  January  and  915  in 
February.  No  other  counts  from  this  sector  exceeded  250. 

S  Counts  in  this  sector  were  all  under  250. 

72  Pintail 

Large  counts  are  given  or  summarized,  otherwise  there  were  18  records 
of  one  to  two  birds  from  12  localities  in  all  areas  except  Surrey. 

E  Monthly  maxima  at  Rainham  Marsh  or  on  the  adjacent  reach  of  the 
River  Thames  were:  January- 130,  February-80,  March-50,  April- 1, 
October- 10,  November- 100,  December- 1 50. 

M  Staines  Res.,  22  flew  W  on  Oct.  26th  (je). 

K  Thamesmead,  29  on  Jan.  14th. 
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73  Garganey 

E  Rainham,  a  pair  on  Apr.  17th  (pk);  a  single  female  on  June  7th  (mkd). 
H  Singles  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  July  28th,  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  Aug.  25th, 
Broxbourne  G.P.  on  Aug.  31st  and  Maple  Cross  S.F.  on  Sept.  1st  and 
4th  (cib,lvpg,rrd). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  13th  and  20th  (lab). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  drake  on  July  30th,  a  pair  from  Aug.  21st  until  Sept. 
10th,  and  one  on  Sept.  14th  (rrg  et  al .);  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one  on  Aug. 
29th  (djm). 

K  Bromley  Common,  a  female  on  Apr.  20th  (gd)  ;  Ruxley,  one  on  July  27th 
was  thought  to  be  an  escape  (rt/:,sjg). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  two  drakes  and  a  duck  on  Apr.  12th  (dpc). 

1979  Correction  and  Additional  Record. 

H  Entry  should  read;  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  four  on  Sept.  22nd.  Cheshunt 
G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  15th  (hnhs). 


75  Shoveler 

1980/81.  See  Table  1.  The  index  was  an  all  time  high  being  some  14  % 
above  the  previous  peak  in  1978/79  and  as  much  as  60  %  above  the  im¬ 
mediately  preceding  season. 

1980.  Widely  reported  with  some  suggestions  of  greater  abundance  than 
in  the  past,  for  instance  in  the  Central  Royal  Parks.  Winter  flocks  not 
notably  large,  but  an  autumn  build-up  was  noticeable  in  some  West 
Middlesex  reservoirs.  The  larger  counts  and  records  of  pairs  in  the  breed¬ 
ing  season  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  140  in  January  and  60  in  February ;  two  pairs  remained 
until  early  June,  but  no  breeding  reported;  300  in  October  but  only  50  in 
November  and  December.  Walthamstow  Res.,  53  in  January,  112  in 
October  and  180  in  November,  but  only  61  in  December.  Berwick  Ponds, 
a  pair  in  May. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  26  in  November.  Rye  Meads,  55  in  December. 
Stocker’s  Lake,  50  in  January,  1 15  in  February  and  75  in  March;  50  flew 
W  on  Oct.  1 1th  and  40  present  in  December. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  650  on  Aug.  30th  and  488  on  Sept.  14th,  otherwise 
no  more  than  120.  Staines  Res.,  under  50  in  the  early  months  of  the  year 
but  an  autumn  influx  starting  at  the  end  of  August  (130)  with  peaks  of 
570  on  Sept.  15th  and  320  on  Oct.  4th  had  declined  by  the  5th  to  72;  one 
or  two  present  in  the  first  week  of  June.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  max.  of  only  * 
30  in  February  and  November  but  80  on  Aug.  25th.  Wraysbury  Res.,  110 
in  September  and  1 18  in  November.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  up  to  12  present  in 
June,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding;  up  to  100  in  September,  October  and 
November.  Kempton  and  Stain  Hill  Res.,  90  in  February  and  March  and 
182  in  December.  Brent  Res.,  a  pair  summered  but  no  brood  seen.  Bed- 
font  G.P.,  a  pair  on  May  25th.  Inner  Londdn :  the  largest  counts  were  60 
in  Regent’s  Park  in  October,  14  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens 
in  March  and  1 1  in  St.  James’s  Park  in  November. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  50  in  March  and  80  in  October;  one  pair  bred.  Datchet 
Res.,  41  in  February;  Old  Slade  N.R.,  43  in  February. 

K  Erith  Marsh,  23  on  Jan.  10th  was  the  highest  count  for  this  sector. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  78  in  January  and  120  in  October.  Lonsdale  Road  Res., 
76  in  November.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  1 10  in  January,  100  in  August, 
140  in  September  and  150  in  October. 
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76  Red-crested  Pochard 

The  status  of  this  species  is  confused  by  the  occurrence  of  birds  originat¬ 
ing  from  the  Royal  Parks  and  other  collections,  but  it  is  quite  likely  that 
some  records  (for  example,  that  at  Surrey  Docks)  are  of  genuinely  wild 
birds. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  Oct.  31st,  Nov.  8th,  9th  and  17th,  and 
Dec.  7th  (LC,PFr) ;  King  George  V  Res.,  a  female  stayed  for  several  weeks 
during  August  (jf  et  al .);  Little  Parndon,  a  drake  on  May  27th  (ah); 
Leyton,  a  drake  on  Dec.  15th  (rl n). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  or  two  on  numerous  dates  up  to  mid-May. 

M  Stain  Hill  Res.,  a  pair  on  Jan.  5th,  Sept.  13th  and  Oct.  8th  (dp);  Staines 
Res.,  a  pair  on  Jan.  13th  and  a  drake  on  Jan.  26th  (pn,cib);  Shepperton 
G.Ps.,  a  male  on  Apr.  7th  and  14th  (hwe);  Brent  Res.,  a  drake  on  May 
23rd  (lab);  Bedfont  G.P.,  a  drake  on  June  15th  (rrg).  Inner  London: 
Kensington  Gardens,  a  duck  and  an  immature  on  Sept.  3rd  (dab). 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  a  female  on  Jan.  7th,  and  one  or  two  on  several 
dates  from  August  to  November  (peb,adt,rbh).  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  a  female  appeared  during  an  influx  of  other  duck  species  on  Sept. 
1 1th  (dam). 

1979  Correction  and  Additional  Record. 

S  Line  2  should  read;  River  Thames  at  Walton,  a  female  on  Dec.  26th 
(crac).  Thorpe  Water  Park,  a  female  on  Sept.  16th  (dkjw). 

77  Pochard 

1980/81.  See  Table  1.  In  the  absence  of  the  large  flock  at  Staines  Res. 
the  index  reverted  to  a  similar  level  to  1978/79. 

1980.  The  large  numbers  at  Staines  Res.  at  the  end  of  1979  stayed  until 
February.  Larger  counts  and  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  broods;  the  largest  winter  counts  were  215  in 
t  January  and  250  in  November,  but  up  to  285  at  the  end  of  July  and  in 
early  August.  Walthamstow  Marsh,  one  brood;  Rainham  G.P.,  one 
brood;  Berwick  Ponds,  two  pairs  in  May  and  June. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  two  pairs  bred;  max.  count  130  in  September. 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  large  mixed  flock  of  diving  ducks  in  January  and  early 
February  gave  rise  to  widely  varying  estimates  of  the  proportion  of  each 
species;  probably  there  were  c.  5,000  Pochards.  Most  departed  between 
Feb.  3rd  and  9th,  there  being  only  1,500  on  Feb.  10th,  though  there  were 
still  1,000  by  23rd.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a  steady  build  up  to  800  in  early 
December.  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  800  on  Feb.  2nd,  otherwise  no  more 
than  200;  one  pair  bred.  Alexandra  Park,  a  pair  bred  unsuccessfully. 
Pairs  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Brent  Res.,  (three)  and  Osterley 
Park  (two),  but  no  young  seen.  Inner  London:  bred  in  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens  (one  brood)  and  St.  James’s  Park  (three  broods). 
One  ringed  at  the  Round  Pond,  Kensington  Gardens  in  December  1977 
was  recovered  in  Russia,  E  of  the  Urals  in  May  1979  (rfs). 

B  Tilehouse  G.P.,  one  pair  bred.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  325  on  Nov.  16th. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  and  Swanscombe  Marsh,  127  in  January  at  each  locality 
were  the  highest  counts  for  this  sector.  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  63  on  Dec.  7th 
was  a  record  count  for  the  locality. 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  c.  70  in  November  and  December  were  the  highest 
counts  for  this  sector. 

1978  Additional  Record. 

M  Alexandra  Park,  one  pair  bred  (apbr). 
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79  Ferruginous  Duck 

These  records  are  probably  of  escaped  birds,  but  the  possibility  of  truly 
wild  individuals  occurring  cannot  be  ruled  out. 

M  Little  Britain  Lake,  a  drake  on  Mar.  16th  and  Oct.  19th  and  27th  (trd, 

JD/7,CIB,GAR). 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  a  drake  on  Nov.  2nd  (rbh).  Wandsworth  Common, 
an  adult  drake  on  the  central  pond  from  Jan.  15th  to  19th  (jwiv.nl). 

80  Tufted  Duck 

1980/81.  See  Table  1.  In  spite  of  the  absence  of  the  large  flock  at  Staines 
Res.  present  in  the  previous  season,  the  index  at  4,735  was  still  historically 
high,  the  only  previous  seasons  with  marginally  higher  counts  being  1971/72 
and  1972/73. 


1980.  The  number  of  breeding  sites  and  minimum  number  of  broods 
recorded  were  as  follows: 


Essex 

Herts 

Middx 

Inner 

London 

Bucks 

Kent 

Surrey 

Total 

1979  broods 

42 

13 

23 

41 

- 

7 

6 

132 

sites 

7 

3 

10 

4 

- 

3 

6 

33 

1980  broods 

50 

64 

30 

19 

- 

1 

12 

176 

sites 

8 

6 

10 

2 

— 

1 

7 

34 

The  main  differences  between  the  two  years  were  in  Herts.,  where  42 
broods  were  recorded  at  Rye  Meads  in  1980,  but  for  which  no  records 
were  received  in  the  previous  year  and  in  Inner  London  where  only  16 
broods  were  noted  in  St.  James’s  Park  compared  with  38  in  1979.  Exclud¬ 
ing  these  figures  it  seems  there  may  not  have  been  much  change  between 
the  two  years.  Ten  or  more  broods  were  recorded  from,  Walthamstow 
Res.,  (E)-31,  Cheshunt  G.P.  (H)-10,  and  Alexandra  Park  (M)-ll,  as 
well  as  Rye  Meads  and  St.  James’s  Park.  The  larger  counts  in  each  sector 
were  as  follows: 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  between  885  and  1 ,090  in  January  and  February  and 
up  to  960  in  December ;  the  late  summer  moulting  flock  reached  1 ,287  on 
Aug.  10th.  King  George  V  Res.,  2,000  from  Nov.  8th  to  16th. 

Bury  Lake,  400  on  Nov.  4th,  other  counts  in  this  sector  were  under  300. 
Staines  Res.,  the  proportion  of  this  species  amongst  the  large  flock  of 
diving  ducks  was  the  subject  of  widely  differing  estimates,  ranging  from 
under  1,000  to  4,500;  most  departed  in  early  February.  Queen  Mary  Res., 
538  in  February  and  similar  numbers  from  mid-November,  increasing 
sharply  to  1,000  on  30th  and  to  1,170  by  mid-December.  The  moulting 
flock  reached  921  on  Aug.  10th  and  1,050  on  Aug.  18th.  Wraysbury  Res., 
500  on  Oct.  5th.  Inner  London:  St.  James’s  Park,  365,  Jan.  15th.  Birds 
ringed  in  this  locality  between  October  and  January  were  recovered  in 
France,  Scandinavia  and  the  U.S.S.R.  (rfs). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  maximum  in  the  first  quarter  was  909  in  February; 
there  was  an  early  autumn  build-up  of  1,086  on  Sept.  14th  and  1,400  on 
Oct.  12th  but  numbers  declined  in  November,  max.  990  and  December, 
max.  730. 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  155  in  December  was  the  highest  count  for  this  sector. 

S  Island  Barn,  Queen  Elizabeth  II  and  Walton  Res.,  and  Thorpe  Water 
Park,  winter  maxima  ranged  between  250  and  270  in  the  first  three  months 
of  the  year.  The  maximum  count  for  the  moulting  flock  at  Walton  Res., 
was  1,023  on  Aug.  9th. 

1979  Correction. 

K  Delete  Reach,  entry  refers  to  Woolwich. 
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81  Scaup 

The  usual  warning  must  be  given  regarding  certain  Aythya  hybrids  which 
can  closely  resemble  this  species. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  drake  from  Jan.  20th  until  Mar.  21st  (wgl  et  a/.). 
H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  female  on  Nov.  1st  (cib). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  female  on  Jan.  13th  and  14th  (pn,arjp),  and  up  to  four 
throughout  March,  two  remaining  until  Apr.  8th  (mo);  two  females  on 
Nov.  30th  (per).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  drake  on  Oct.  5th  and  12th  and 
Nov.  15th  (per);  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  a  female  on  Oct.  18th  (per).  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park,  an  immature  male  on  Feb.  27th  (lab,av). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  a  female  on  Jan.  1st  (eeg);  Old  Slade  N.R.,  a  female  on 
Mar.  22nd  (djm);  Datchet  Res.,  two  females  on  Nov.  8th  (eeg). 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  a  female  on  Jan.  19th  (rbh);  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two 
females  from  Jan.  23rd  to  Mar.  28th,  and  a  drake  from  Feb.  3rd  to  Mar. 
18th  (pjs«  et  al.)\  a  drake  also  from  May  25th  to  28th  (peb).  Godstone 
Res.  N.R.,  a  drake  on  Apr.  19th  (jl).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  a 
drake  on  Nov.  20th  (dam). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

M  Staines  Res.,  a  female  on  Jan.  6th  (pn,cww,njt). 


79/81  Aythya  hybrids 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  looking  like  a  drake  Scaup,  but  with  a  purple  head 
sheen  and  a  peaked  crown,  on  Jan.  29th,  Feb.  10th  and  Mar.  28th  (rey 
et  al.)\  Brent  Res.,  a  Tufted  x  Pochard  from  Jan.  1st  to  15th  (lab);  Hare- 
field  Moor  G.P.,  a  Tufted  x  Pochard  on  Dec.  26th  (cib). 


82  Eider 

B  Datchet  Res.,  four  on  Nov.  8th  (eeg). 

A  typical  showing  from  this  unobtrusive  sea  duck,  recorded  at  least  once 
every  year  in  the  London  Area  since  1972. 

86  Long-tailed  Duck 

M  A  female/immature  which  was  present  on  King  George  VI  Reservoir 
from  Feb.  17th  moved  to  Staines  Reservoir  on  Apr.  27th,  where  it  re¬ 
mained  until  May  1st  (avm  et  al.). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  female  on  Dec.  21st  (dp)  subsequently  appeared  on 
Walton  Res.  in  January  1981. 


87  Common  Scoter 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  duck  on  Aug.  16th  (jf);  King  George  V  Res.,  two  females 
on  Oct.  29th  (gjw);  Walthamstow  Res.,  79  females/immatures  on  Nov. 
6th  (PFr,AJG>\JT).  This  is  by  far  the  largest  party  ever  recorded  in  the 
London  area. 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  drakes  on  May  17th  (per). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  July  15th  (ah«). 

89  Velvet  Scoter 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  pair  on  Jan.  19th  (jf,ca). 
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M  King  George  VI  Res.,  an  immature  drake  from  Nov.  16th  to  Dec.  6th 
(pn  et  al.)\  Wraysbury  Res.,  two  females  on  Nov.  30th  (avm  et  a/.); 
Staines  Res.,  a  female  on  Dec.  27th  (djm). 

91  Goldeneye 

1980/81.  See  Table  1.  The  sharp  increase  of  the  previous  season  was 
sustained  with  a  further  increase  to  record  numbers,  the  peak  count  being 
about  double  that  of  1978/79. 

1980.  Maxima  for  the  principal  waters  and  extreme  dates  for  the  area  are 
given.  The  largest  counts  were  generally  in  February  or  March  there  being 
no  marked  spring  passage  this  year. 

E  King  George  V/Wm.  Girling  Res.,  50  in  February  and  26  in  December. 
An  early  arrival  on  Sept.  7th. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  25  in  February  and  15  in  November  and  December. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  25  in  February  and  12  in  December.  Staines  Res., 
28  in  March  and  12  in  December.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  45  in  March  and  76 
in  December. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  27  in  January  and  19  in  December,  one  stayed  until 
May  5th. 

S  Walton  Res.,  62  in  March. 

93  Smew 

1980/81.  See  Table  1.  The  monthly  counts  failed  to  correspond  w  ith  the 
peak  counts  at  individual  waters  so  that  the  index  reached  its  lowest  level 
yet. 

1980.  All  records  are  given  or  summarized. 

H  Bury  Lake,  an  adult  drake  from  Jan.  28th  to  30th.  Stocker's  Lake,  two 
on  Feb.  2nd. 

M  Staines  Res.,  Jan.  13th  to  Mar.  22nd,  monthly  maxima  being  January- 
seven,  February- 11  (including  three  adult  drakes)  and  March-two. 
Queen  Mary  Res.,  three,  Jan.  26th  and  27th,  one  or  two  on  three  dates  in 
February  and  two  on  Mar.  9th.  Wraysbury  Res.,  five  on  Feb.  10th.  Hare- 
field  Moor  G.P.,  an  adultdrake  from  Jan.  19th  to  27th.  Shepperton  G.Ps., 
five  on  Feb.  17th.  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  12th  and  four  on  Feb.  1st.  Stoke 
Newington  Res.,  Jan.  1 3th  to  27th,  max.  of  seven  and  three  on  Feb.  1 7th. 
B  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  13th.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  Jan.  6th  to  Feb.  24th. 
max.  eight  (three  adult  drakes)  in  January  and  four  (one  adult  drake)  in 
February. 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  a  drake  and  a  duck  on  Jan.  13th  and  a  ‘redhead'  on 
three  dates  in  February  and  again  on  Dec.  26th.  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on 
Dec.  19th. 

1979  Additional  Record. 

H  Wood  Green  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  18th  (apbr). 

94  Red-breasted  Merganser 

Following  the  exceptional  numbers  which  occurred  in  1979.  numbers  in 

1980  were  down  to  more  normal  levels,  and  all  records  are  given  here. 

E  King  George  V  Res. /Girling  Res.,  a  drake  which  had  been  seen  in  pre¬ 
vious  years  was  again  present  from  Jan.  1st  until  Apr.  4th,  and,  as  previ¬ 
ously,  associated  with  a  flock  of  Goosander  (jf) ;  King  George  V  Res., 
three  females  on  Apr.  26th  and  27th  and  a  single  female  on  Nov.  8th 

(PJV). 
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M  Staines  Res.,  a  single  female  on  Jan.  6th  and  26th,  Feb.  10th  and  Nov. 
9th  (pn,avm  et  a/.). 

B  Wraysbury  G.Ps.,  a  female  on  Jan.  1st  (eeg)  stayed  to  the  20th  (rbh  et  al.). 
1979  Additional  Record. 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  three  on  Feb.  24th  (hrg). 

This  alters  the  table  shown  to  33  for  Middx,  and  the  overall  total  to  148. 


95  Goosander 

1980/81.  See  Table  1.  Numbers  remained  very  similar  to  those  of  the 
previous  season. 

1980.  Large  counts  and  an  Inner  London  record  are  given. 

E  King  George  V/Wm.  Girling  Res.,  montly  maxima  of  40  in  January,  35 
in  February,  26  in  March,  12  in  April,  nine  in  November  and  26  in 
December. 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  36  in  February,  41  in  March  and  21  in  December. 
Staines  Res.,  64  in  January  and  22  in  December.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  55  in 
February,  35  in  March  and  17  in  December. 

B  Datchet  Res.,  20  in  March.  Wraysbury  G.P.,  15  in  January  and  41  in 
December. 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  ten  in  February.  Walton  Res.,  16  in  December.  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  a  ‘redhead’  from  Jan.  1st  to  the  29th. 


96  Ruddy  Duck 

The  main  feral  breeding  area  of  this  species  is  in  Avon  and  the  West 
Midlands,  but  it  has  been  reported  from  the  London  area  in  small  num¬ 
bers  in  most  years  since  1965.  Following  suspected  breeding  in  1979, 
small  ducklings  have  now  been  seen,  and  observers  are  again  asked  to 
look  out  for  broods. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  female  on  Oct.  21st  (ca);  King  George  V  Res.,  a 
female  on  Dec.  14th  and  15th  (jf,gb5). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  female  on  Dec.  13th  (cib). 

M  At  least  two  pairs,  and  probably  a  third,  bred  at  one  locality  where  18 
were  present  on  Nov.  15th.  Staines  Res.,  up  to  four  on  several  dates  in 
January  (pn  et  al.);  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  a  female  on  Jan.  27th  and 
Feb.  17th  (ca,gcg);  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  females  on  Aug.  31st 
(avm),  a  drake  on  Nov.  18th  (jrb^);  Bedfont  G.P.,  singles  on  July  28th 
and  30th  and  Aug.  15th  (cww). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  present  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  Feb.  9th, 
with  a  maximum  of  ten  from  Jan.  17th  to  20th,  and  a  single  female  from 
Aug.  8th  to  15th  (pn,rrg  et  al.);  Old  Slade  N.R.,  two  on  Feb.  7th  (djm). 

S  Walton  Res.,  four  females  on  Jan.  13th  (co),  one  on  Nov.  9th  (mt),  two 
on  Nov.  16th  (co),  11  on  Dec.  13th  and  seven  on  14th  (pc/,co).  Island 
Barn  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  31st  (dp). 


99  Red  Kite 

S  Banstead  Downs,  one  flew  E  on  Apr.  13th  (nm). 

The  eighth  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 
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103  Marsh  Harrier 

E  Rainham,  a  female  on  Aug.  29th  and  30th  (mkd). 

A  poor  showing  compared  to  the  recent  increase  in  records  during  the 
last  three  years. 

104  Hen  Harrier 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  a  male  flew  N  on  Apr.  29th  (cf/?).  Rainham,  a  ‘ring¬ 
tail’  present  from  Oct.  23rd  to  Dec.  23rd ;  what  was  presumably  the  same 
bird  was  seen  at  Berwick  Ponds  on  Dec.  20th  (dsb,mkd,gjw  et  a/.). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  ‘ring-tail’  was  watched  being  mobbed  by  gulls  and 
crows  on  Nov.  16th  (cos). 

106  Montagu’s  Harrier 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  sub-adult  male  was  seen  hunting  over  fields,  finally 
disappearing  to  the  E  on  July  25th  (pa,brc,gs,ss/?). 

107  Goshawk 

S  Epsom,  Manor  Green  Road,  a  female  seen  on  Mar.  2nd  and  again  on 
Mar.  8th  (esb). 

The  first  record  since  September  1960  apart  from  the  1969  occurrence 
which  was  judged  to  have  been  an  escaped  falconer's  bird.  An  increasing 
species  in  the  Midland  Counties  of  England  and  Wales  and  though  the 
spread  southwards  is  less  noticeable,  migrants  are  to  be  expected. 


108  Sparrow  hawk 

After  a  lull  in  the  last  two  years  the  increase  noted  previously  has  begun 
anew  with  an  abundance  of  records  from  all  parts  of  the  London  Area, 
though  Essex  still  appears  to  be  least  frequented  with  only  seven  -  all 
winter  -  records.  At  least  twenty  records  each  from  Herts,  and  Bucks, 
with  birds  displaying  and  lingering  through  the  summer  months  gives  rise 
to  strong  speculation  of  breeding  in  that  area.  South  of  the  Thames  breed¬ 
ing  birds  did  exceptionally  well  with  one  pair  raising  two  young  in  Kent 
and  at  least  thirteen  pairs  raising  over  37  young  in  Surrey.  In  addition 
breeding  was  suspected  at  a  further  site  and  two  nests  are  known  to  have 
failed.  On  the  positive  side  two  of  the  successful  nests  held  five  young 
each.  Hopefully  this  rate  of  success  will  be  maintained,  though  the 
present  level  of  records  suggests  that  the  Sparrowhawk  is  back  to  its  for¬ 
mer  strength  prior  to  the  toxic  decline.  Records,  especially  those  South  of 
the  Thames,  are  now  too  numerous  to  detail  and  only  a  summary  of  those 
in  Essex,  Herts.,  Bucks,  and  Middx,  is  given.  Singles  unless  otherwise 
stated. 

E  Curtismill  Green,  Oct.  12th  (mkd).  Epping  Forest,  Jan.  1st  (ajgv). 
Roding,  Oct.  16th  and  19th  (ebwps).  Theydon  Bois,  Feb.  11th  (fcb). 
Waltham  Abbey,  Mar.  17th  (gjw).  Wanstead  S.F.,  Mar.  10th  (cwp). 

H  Batler’s  Green,  a  female  at  a  thrush  roost  on  Oct.  14th  and  15th  (hnhs). 
Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  male  on  Jan.  6th  (lvpg).  Hatfield  Park,  a  female  on 
Jan.  6th  and  Sept.  18th,  a  pair  on  Feb.  10th  (hnhs).  Hertford  Meads,  a 
male  on  Oct.  8th  (gjw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  female  on  June  6th,  Dec. 
22nd  and  24th,  singles  also  on  Aug.  3rd  and  Nov.  2nd  (cib).  London 
Colney,  Aug.  29th  (avm).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  at  least  one  (a  male)  seen 
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regularly  throughout  the  year  (mcrg).  Mill  End,  a  female  on  Jan.  20th 
(trd).  Rye  House  Marsh,  Oct.  12th,  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  Apr.  13th 
and  Oct.  11th  (lvpg).  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  male  on  May  2nd,  Stocker’s 
Lake,  one  displaying  on  Apr.  30th  and  a  male  on  Aug.  30th  (cib). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  a  male  on  Sept.  1 5th  (hhs).  Eastcote,  Nov.  3rd.  Harefield, 
May  25th,  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  Aug.  22nd  and  Harefield  Place  G.P.,  a 
male  on  Apr.  12th  (rdnhs).  Hillingdon,  Dec.  15th  (je).  Osterley  Park,  a 
male  on  Nov.  9th  (dgh).  Perry  Oaks  S.L.,  a  male  on  Sept.  13th  and  14th, 
28th  and  Oct.  5th  (mo).  Poyle,  Leb.  2nd  (avm,pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a 
female  on  Aug.  25th,  also  singles  on  Aug.  30th,  3 1  st  and  Oct.  25th ;  a  first 
year  male  caught  and  ringed  on  Nov.  8th  (ajl^,hrg).  Ruislip  Common, 
May  13th  and  Ruislip  Lido,  Mar.  29th,  30th  and  Sept.  27th  (je).  Shep- 
perton,  a  male  caught  and  ate  a  House  Sparrow  in  the  observer’s  garden 
on  Nov.  21st  (hwe).  Staines  Moor,  a  male  on  Oct.  1st.  Staines  Res.,  a  pair 
on  Mar.  25th,  singles  on  Aug.  25th,  Sept.  19th,  21st  and  27th  (mo). 

B  Black  Park,  Jan.  5th  (je).  Larlowes  Lake,  Iver,  a  male  on  May  17th  (ss). 
Horton  Manor,  a  male  on  Leb.  10th  (avm).  Old  Slade  N.R.,  seen  in  all 
months  except  April,  May  and  August;  a  male  and  two  females  on  Dec. 
8th  (mo).  Thorney,  a  male  on  May  24th  (ss).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  seen  fre¬ 
quently  from  January  to  the  end  of  October,  a  female  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  and  a  male  in  October  (mo). 

1979  Additional  Records. 

•  H  South  of  Hatfield,  a  female  on  Oct.  28th ;  Hatfield  Park,  a  female  on  Dec. 
25th  (sb). 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  singles  on  June  16th,  23rd  and  30th  and  a  male  on 
Nov.  17th  (hrg). 

97/109  Buzzard  sp. 

S  Park  Downs,  Banstead,  one  on  June  13th  (lr).  Reigate,  one  flew  S  on 
Oct.  1st  (jm). 

109  Buzzard 

E  Dagnam  Park,  Romford,  one  on  Nov.  1st  (ds«). 

H  Moor  Lane,  Rickmansworth,  one  on  Jan.  14th  and  15th  (rrd,avm). 
Croxley  Hall  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  1st  (cib).  Near  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on 
Oct.  11th  (cib).  Rye  Meads  S.L.,  one  on  Nov.  29th  (rmrg). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one  on  Mar.  2nd  (djm). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  drifted  E  over  the  River  Thames  on  Aug.  30th 
(sws).  Well  Wood,  West  Wickham,  one  on  Oct.  12th  (rjc).  Northfleet, 
one  on  Nov.  3rd  (bmu). 

S  Godstone  Res.  N.R.,  one  soaring  eventually  drifted  off  to  the  S  on  Apr. 
13th  (rgm).  Biggin  Wood,  Norbury,  one  on  Sept.  21st  (mjc,mjn). 

A  notable  increase  in  the  number  of  sightings,  all  of  birds  on  passage 
doubtless  from  northern  or  north-eastern  origins. 

113  Osprey 

H  Amwell  G.Ps.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (br).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on 
May  5th  (lvpg). 

B  Horton  G.Ps..  one  on  May  8th  (ajd). 

S  Gatton  Park,  one  seen  to  catch  a  fish  on  May  1 8th  (pgb).  Godstone  Res. 
N.R.,  an  adult  on  July  6th  (jso).  Claremont  Lake,  Esher,  an  immature 
present  from  Sept.  25th  to  Oct.  13th  (sbws  et  al.). 
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A  good  showing  of  passage  birds  and  literally  so  for  the  immature  at 
Claremont  Lake  delighted  many  bird  watchers  and  general  public  alike 
in  its  complete  lack  of  shyness  allowing  approaches  to  within  30  yards. 
It  appeared  to  be  totally  unconcerned  at  the  noisier  elements  of  the  parks’ 
visitors  who  were  equally  unaware  of  its  presence. 


115  Kestrel 


All  reports  of  breeding 

are  summarized  in 

the  following  table: 

Inner 

Essex 

Her  is  Mxj  Bucks 

London 

Kent  Surrey 

Proved  Breeding  14 

12  9 

4 

4  7 

Possible  Breeding  8 

2  3 

- 

2  1 

66 

Statistically  these  are  possibly  the  worst  breeding  totals  for  Kestrels  in 
recent  years.  However,  in  practice  whilst  it  is  true  that  the  overall  total  of 
recorded  breeding  birds  has  dropped  in  the  last  two  years  it  is  clear  that 
this  year  especially  suffers  from  a  lack  of  records.  Numbers  of  possible 
breeding  records  are  fewer  than  ever  before  and  the  disappointing  return 
of  records  for  Inner  London  (as  high  as  eight  proved  and  six  possible  sites 
in  1977),  Kent  and  Surrey  is  counter  balanced  by  the  good  reports  from 
the  previous  ‘deserts’  of  Essex  and  Herts.  It  is  ironic  that  in  Herts,  in  1978 
only  three  proved  breeding  records  were  reported  and  none  at  all  in  1976. 
Undoubtedly  the  species  is  still  doing  well  in  the  capital  and  only  a 
thorough  survey  would  show  a  complete  picture.  Outside  the  breeding 
season  high  numbers  were  noted  at  Rainham  Marsh,  with  12  on  Oct.  4th 
and  up  to  eight  at  Beddington  S.F.,  in  the  latter  part  of  September. 

All  Inner  London  breeding-season  records  are  given  below: 

Eastcheap  EC3,  one  pair  bred  in  the  tower  of  St.  Dunstans  church  (rcr). 
St.  Luke’s  church,  Redclilfe  Square,  one  pair  bred  (be).  Public  Trustee 
Office,  Kingsway  WC2  one  pair  nested  and  laid  eggs  but  abandoned  in 
early  July;  eggs  apparently  infertile  (js).  Gracechurch/Fenchurch  Street, 
three  on  July  10th  (pjc).  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  raised  at  least  two  young 
(dam).  County  Hall,  Waterloo  Station  and  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  area, 
singles  on  nine  dates  throughout  the  summer  months,  two  on  July  17th 
(pjsw).  London  Bridge  Station  -  Tower  Bridge  Road  area,  single  birds  on 
five  dates  between  Apr.  23rd  and  Aug.  5th. 

118  Merlin 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  a  male  on  Jan.  26th  (cib).  Osterley  Park,  a  female 
immature  on  Jan.  20th  (dgh). 


119  Hobby 

Well  reported  despite  the  overall  scarcity  of  records.  No  breeding 
reported  for  the  second  year  in  succession  but  birds  were  present  in  more 
than  one  area  during  the  summer  months.  All  records  refer  to  single  birds 
except  where  stated. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  May  5th  and  6th  (JT,PFr).  Fisher's  Green,  May  27th 
(km).  Hainault,  July  21st  (im).  Thorndon  Park,  an  immature  on  Sept. 
28th  (ebwps). 
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H  Hampermill,  May  6th  (hnhs).  Stocker’s  Lake,  May  8th  and  17th  and 
Sept.  23rd  (cib,rrd).  Maple  Cross,  Aug.  1st  (hnhs).  Stanstead  Abbots 
G.P.,  one  during  August  and  September  (lvpg).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Aug. 
21st  (mcrg).  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  Aug.  20th  (hnhs).  Amwell  G.P.,  Sept. 
6th  (lvpg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  May  5th,  June  6th,  21st  and  Sept.  16th  (je,pn,pcQ. 
Wraysbury  Res.,  May  5th  and  July  19th  (mtnhs).  Staines-By-Pass,  June 
8th  (jah,avm,pn).  Shepperton  G.Ps.,  June  12th  and  26th  (hwe).  Hare- 
field  Moor  G.P.,  July  23rd  and  two  on  Sept.  1 1th  (je).  Ruislip  Lido,  Aug. 
5th  (rdnhs).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Aug.  16th,  30th  and  Sept.  6th  (hrg). 
West  Ruislip  G.C.,  Sept.  14th  (je).  Stanmore  Cricket  Ground,  Harrow, 
Oct.  7th  (paw).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  May  6th  (td). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  July  8th  and  Aug.  27th  (djm,gar).  Wraysbury  G.Ps., 
June  29th  (ajd). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  July  17th  and  22nd  (ah/7).  Bromley  Common,  an  im¬ 
mature  on  Aug.  30th  (gd).  Hoblingwell  Wood,  one  on  Sept.  10th  attack¬ 
ing  House  Martins  (khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  Apr.  23rd  (cw).  Godstone  Res.  N.R.,  May  13th  (an). 
Holmethorpe  S.P.,  May  4th  and  5th  (dpc).  Coulsdon,  May  10th  (gch). 
Oxshott,  May  25th  (dkjw).  Headley  Heath,  June  1st  (thj).  Leatherhead 
G.C.,  June  14th,  Surbiton,  June  23rd  (pc /).  Wallington,  June  22nd  (dw). 
Chessington,  a  pair  on  Aug.  31st  (stg).  Epsom  Downs,  Sept.  27th  (rhbf). 

123  Peregrine 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  female/immature  on  Aug.  6th  and  probably  the  same 
bird  on  Oct.  18th  (pk,mkd). 

The  early  date  of  the  first  record  suggests  a  possibility  that  the  bird  may 
have  been  an  escape. 

129  Red-legged  Partridge 

Distribution  of  pairs  in  the  breeding  season,  an  interesting  observation, 
large  counts  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Abridge,  three  pairs.  Berwick  Ponds,  two  pairs.  Cranham,  one  pair. 
Fairlop,  two  or  three  pairs.  Girling  Res.,  one  pair.  Hainault/Havering, 
eight  to  ten  pairs.  Navestock,  five  pairs.  Ongar,  three  pairs.  Roydon  Lea, 
19  on  Jan.  19th,  Fisher’s  Green,  15  on  Oct.  8th. 

H  Hampermill,  eight  on  Feb.  2nd. 

M  Cranford,  one  pair  bred.  Staines  Res.,  a  bird  flushed  from  the  causeway 
on  Apr.  28th  flew  out  over  the  reservoir  a  good  distance  then  landed  on 
the  water  and  swam  to  the  bank. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  pair  bred  and  20  +  there  on  Oct.  20th.  Lullingstone, 
at  least  two  pairs  bred.  Westerham,  four  pairs  bred. 

S  Godstone  Res.  N.R.,  one  pair  bred.  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  up  to 
eight  in  January,  one  heard  calling  in  February,  two  on  Aug.  26th  and 
Oct.  30th  and  one  calling  on  Dec.  21st. 

130  Grey  Partridge 

Breeding  season  localities  (one  pair  unless  otherwise  stated)  and  coveys 
of  over  five  are  given. 

E  Abridge,  Barking,  Cranham,  Dagnam  Park,  two  pairs.  Hainault/Haver¬ 
ing  area,  three  pairs.  Rainham,  three  pairs.  Roding,  20  in  September, 
Fisher’s  Green,  13  in  October.  Rainham,  10  in  October  and  12  in 
December.  Thurrock,  13  in  November. 
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H  Batler’s  Green,  13  during  October  and  November.  Broxbourne,  11  in 
September.  Bucks  Hill,  eight  in  December.  West  Hyde,  seven  in  January. 
Hatfield  Park,  five  in  September. 

M  Harefield,  Bourne  Park,  one  adult  with  13  young  on  July  13th.  Osterley 
Park,  at  least  12  pairs  present.  Osterley  Lock,  between  four  and  six  pairs. 
Hampton  Court  Park,  29  at  the  end  of  December.  Perry  Oaks  S.F..  max. 
of  19  on  Nov.  19th.  Poyle,  six  in  December. 

B  Woodlands  G.P.,  one  pair  in  April. 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  25  in  January.  Northfleet,  11  in  January. 

133  Pheasant 

No  change  in  the  population  detectable  from  the  records  received.  Com¬ 
ments  in  the  past  two  years  reports  are  equally  applicable  here.  The 
largest  gathering  was  of  15  plus  at  Great  Westwood  (H)  at  the  end  of 
May. 

136  Water  Rail 

A  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  records  received  this  year.  Most  of 
the  usual  wintering  areas  were  occupied,  and  birds  were  present  in  at 
least  two  sites  during  the  summer  months  and  breeding  was  suspected  at 
one.  All  sites  of  winter  occurrence  are  given  (singles  unless  otherwise 
stated). 

E  Berwick  Ponds  (2),  Childerditch,  Fisher’s  Green  (2),  Rainham,  Seward- 
stone  (2),  Thurrock. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  Cassiobury  Park  (4),  Cheshunt  G.P.  (4),  Maple  Cross 
S.F.  (2),  Rye  Meads  S.F.  (4),  Stocker's  Lake,  Troy  Mill. 

M  Brent  Res.,  Moorhall  G.P.,  Ruislip  Lido,  Stanwell  Moor.  Inner  London : 
Finsbury  Square,  one  picked  up  and  handed  in  to  the  RSPCA  on  Dec. 
3rd,  released  later  in  Waterloo  Park. 

B  Iver  G.P.,  Old  Slade  N.R.,  Wraysbury  G.P. 

K  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  Ruxley  (3),  Sevenoaks  G.P. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Beddington  S.F.  (2),  Hersham  S.F.  (6),  Hogsmill  S.F., 
Holmethorpe  S.P.  (2). 

137  Spotted  Crake 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  present  from  Nov.  12th  to  Dec.  9th  during  which 
time  it  gave  many  splendid  views  (mjn,mjc,nm  et  al.). 

\ 

% 

141  Corncrake 

S  Chessington  Farm,  one  flushed  from  a  cereal  field  during  harvesting  in 
early  October  (per  jrbj  ). 

142  Moorhen 

In  common  with  many  other  species  a  lack  of  sufficient  records  -  reflected 
in  the  summaries  below  -  prevents  a  fair  judgement  on  the  years  breeding 
distribution.  Large  counts  and  Inner  London  breeding  records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  50  in  January  and  40  in  December. 

H  Hatfield,  River  Lea,  90  in  January,  1 10  in  October  and  December.  Maple 
Cross  S.F.,  100  in  January,  75  in  March  and  140  in  December.  Stocker's 
Lake,  60  in  January  and  64  in  December. 
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M  Inner  London:  Chelsea  Creek,  one  pair  raised  two  young  (thas).  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  six  territories  (dab,av). 

K  Littlebrook  G.P.,  50  in  August  and  September. 

S  Hersham  S.F.,  50  plus  in  November.  Inner  London:  William  Curtis 
Ecological  Park,  one  pair  reared  two  young  for  the  first  breeding  record 
for  the  park  (wgt). 

1978  Correction. 

M  Bishop's  Park,  Fulham  is  not  in  Inner  London,  delete,  but  the  record  is 
of  sufficient  interest  to  be  included  under  the  county  head. 

1979  Correction. 

S  Line  1,  26km  should  read  2.6km. 


145  Coot 

Large  counts  are  given  together  with  details  of  an  Inner  London  breed¬ 
ing  concentration. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  470  in  January,  560  in  September,  580  in  October, 
520  in  November  and  600  in  December. 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  700  in  January.  Troy  Lake,  500  in  January.  Troy  Hill 
G.P.,  330  in  January  and  350  in  December. 

M  Staines  Res.,  480  in  September.  Queen  Mary  Res.,  530  in  October.  Shep- 
perton  G.Ps.,  900  in  January.  Kempton/Stain  Hill  Res.,  1,268  in  Nov¬ 
ember  and  980  in  December.  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  13  pairs  nested  (dab).  St.  James’s  Park,  22  pairs  nested  but 
many  nests  were  robbed. 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  720  in  September  and  October  and  813  in  November. 
S  Walton  Res.,  525  in  October  and  670  in  November. 


151  Oystercatcher 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  16th  (jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  May 
3rd  and  26th  (gjw,pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  Mar.  17th,  29th  and 
Apr.  1st  (ajg>\jmh),  five  on  Apr.  24th,  16  on  May  3rd,  12  on  May  17th, 
one  May  24th,  three  in  June  and  July  and  one  on  Aug.  9th  (ajgj\mkd, 
nji).  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  22nd  and  June  3rd  (pab,jf). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  23rd  (lvpg).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  a  pair 
on  Mar.  21st  and  22nd  (rmrg,lvpg). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  flew  SE  on  Aug.  24th  (mjr),  singles  on  Aug.  31st 
and  Sept.  11th  and  three  S  on  Sept.  9th  (ajlJ,hwe,mjr).  Staines  Moor, 
one  on  Mar.  3rd  (pr).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  July  27th  and  four  SW  on  Aug. 
9th  (CIB,AJLd,JRO). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  singles  on  May  26th  and  July  28th  (rrg,rhk). 

K  Broadness,  two  on  Mar.  1st  (lfw).  Crayfordness,  two  on  Mar.  23rd 
(gbc).  Dartford  Marsh,  a  pair  from  Mar.  1 8th  to  the  end  of  July,  though 
they  did  not  breed;  seven  on  Aug.  8th,  18  on  the  9th  and  two  on  Aug. 
30th  (pa,tjt). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  July  21st  and  Aug.  12th  (rbh,wr).  Hogsmill 
S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  19th  (wri).  New  Addington,  one  on  Mar.  19th  feeding 
on  a  football  pitch  (jcw). 

1978  Additional  Record. 

M  Wood  Green  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  17th  and  three  on  Aug.  3rd  (apbr). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  21st  (hrg). 
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153  Avocet 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  26th  (ds n),  two  on  Apr.  12th  (rg),  May  3rd 
(mkd)  and  May  5th  (kb). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  flew  N  on  Apr.  23rd  (lvpg). 


158  Little  Ringed  Plover 

All  breeding  records  together  with  the  larger  counts  of  migrants  are  given. 

E  Eight  pairs  at  six  sites  bred  successfully  and  a  pair  at  each  of  two  other 
sites  may  have  bred.  Four  pairs  were  present  at  three  other  sites.  Rainham 
Marsh,  another  exceptional  return  passage  with  a  peak  count  of  91  on 
July  31st  (mkd),  exceeding  last  year’s  maximum  of  75. 

H  Seven  pairs  are  known  to  have  bred  successfully  out  of  a  total  of  1 3  pairs 
present  at  six  sites;  up  to  ten  birds  recorded  on  passage. 

M  Two  pairs  bred  at  one  site  and  a  pair  each  at  six  other  sites,  including  one 
locality  where  three  to  four  pairs  were  present.  At  two  other  sites  a 
pair  nested  unsuccessfully  and  another  probably  bred.  The  peak  counts 
of  migrants  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  was  50  on  July  19th  (je,pn). 

B  Two  pairs  were  present  at  one  site  but  the  breeding  outcome  is  not  known. 

K  Bred  at  one  site,  but  the  number  of  pairs  not  reported,  although  eight 
individuals  were  recorded  on  May  29th  and  four  on  June  4th.  At  another 
site  a  pair  in  mid-April,  after  which  singles  in  May,  June  and  July. 

S  At  least  four,  possibly  six  pairs  bred  at  one  site;  two  pairs  nested  at 
another  site  and  a  family  party  were  seen  later.  At  a  third  site,  one  pair 
bred  and  another  pair  were  seen  on  eggs.  A  nest  with  four  eggs  was  found 
at  a  fourth  site.  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred. 

159  Ringed  Plover 

All  breeding  records,  together  with  the  large  counts  of  migrants  and 
winter  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  at  least  one  of  two  pairs  present  bred  (mkd).  Records 
were  received  for  all  months  except  February,  with  counts  of  30  or  more 
in  each  month  except  April.  Peak  counts  were  of  120  on  Aug.  10th  and 
130  on  Sept.  7th  (mo).  West  Thurrock,  peak  counts  on  autumn  passage 
of  250  on  Aug.  24th  (dsb)  and  120  on  Sept.  14th  (gcg). 

M  Hanworth,  one  pair  present  for  most  of  the  breeding  season  but  not 
thought  to  have  bred.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  24  on  May  11th  (djm);  main 
autumn  passage  from  mid-August  to  mid-September,  with  a  maximum  . 
of  49  on  Aug.  22nd  (jah,pn). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  successfully  but  the  nest  of  another  pair 
was  destroyed  (rrg). 

K  Broadness,  120  on  Jan.  9th  and  100  on  Jan.  27th  (lew).  Dartford  Marsh. 
65  on  Feb.  3rd,  70  on  Feb.  24th,  two  pairs  displayed  but  no  breeding 
proved,  91  on  Aug.  21st,  30  on  Sept.  1st  and  25+  on  Nov.  1st  (drg). 
Swanscombe  Marsh,  100+  on  Feb.  23rd  (drg). 

S  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  bred  (dam). 

161  Kentish  Plover 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  a  male  on  June  1st  (pc/  et  al.). 

The  16th  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century. 
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165  Golden  Plover 

E  Fairlop,  20  on  Jan.  4th  and  200  on  Dec.  29th  (mkd).  Fisher’s  Green,  16 
on  Dec.  2nd.  Hainault,  seven  NW  on  Jan.  5th  (mkd)  and  40  on  Oct.  20th 
(bds).  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  May  11th  (pjv).  North  Weald,  280  on 
Apr.  12th  (im).  Passingford,  ten  E  on  Mar.  23rd  (mkd).  Rainham  Marsh, 
18  on  Feb.  8th  (ag),  singles  on  Sept.  4th  (jmh),  Sept.  14th  (gcg).  Sept.  6th 
and  13th  (mkd),  two  on  Nov.  2nd  and  seven  on  Dec.  7th  (dsb). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  29th  (lvpg),  Huntonbridge,  12  on  Jan.  20th 
(cib).  Letchmore  Heath,  20  on  Nov.  5th  and  35  on  Nov.  30th  (hnhs). 
Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  20th  (lvpg),  90  on  Nov.  29th  and  30 
on  Nov.  30th  (hnhs, lvpg).  Symondshyde  c.  20  on  Jan.  1st  (gcg),  140  on 
Feb.  29th  (hnhs)  and  c.  100  on  Mar.  30th  (gcg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  15NNEon  Apr.  26th  (rbh, avm).  Staines  Moor,  maxima 
of  61  on  Jan.  15th  (arjp)  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  73  on  Dec.  18th 
(gcj)  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  year. 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  four  on  Jan.  26th  (djm).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  61  on  Jan. 
13th  and  70  on  Dec.  12th  (eeg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Oct.  1 1th  (cos). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  with  a  party  of  Ruff  on  Apr.  14th  (nm).  Godstone 
Res.  N.R.,  one  on  Aug.  16th  (sh). 


166  Grey  Plover 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  four  on  May  17th  and  singles  on  May  3rd  (mkd),  Apr. 
27th  (pk),  Aug.  9th  and  Nov.  1st  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  May 
9th  (PFr). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  June  10th  (jah).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  flock  of  32 
flew  S  on  Aug.  9th  (hrg).  Staines  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  27th  and  28th 
(rbh  et  al.).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  8th  (mtnhs). 

K  Broadness,  one  on  May  4th  (gbc).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  singles  on  Jan. 

26th,  Feb.  23rd  and  Mar.  1st  (drg). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  2nd  (peb)  and  two  on  May  3rd  (rbh). 


169  Lapwing 

The  largest  winter  flocks  reported  were  of  c.  1,000  at  Horton  Manor  (B), 
on  Feb.  10th,  c.  1,000  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  (H),  on  Mar.  2nd,  1,100  at 
Old  Slade  N.R.  (B),  on  Nov.  22nd  and  c.  1 ,000  in  the  Colne  Valley  (H),  on 
Dec.  14th.  There  were  no  unusual  cold  weather  movements.  Records 
in  the  breeding  season  were  received  from  Essex,  Herts,  Middlesex,  Kent 
and  Surrey  with  a  total  in  excess  of  100  pairs  nesting  or  on  territory. 

170  Knot 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  14th  (ebwps),  singles  on  May  24th  (mkd 
et  al.)  and  July  24th  (jmh). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  July  26th  (per)  and  Aug.  24th  and  25th 
(jah,pn). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  singles  from  May  3rd  to  6th  (peb,rbh,pjsh). 

1979  Correction. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  four  on  July  18th  should  be  deleted  (pjcr). 
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171  Sanderling 

E  Girling  Res.,  two  on  May  24th  (jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  May 
3rd  (gjw).  May  8th  (km)  and  May  26th  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  13  on 
Mar.  13th  (ajg>>),  26  on  Mar.  29th  (jmh)  and  one  on  May  17th  (mkd). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  13th  (pc/).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Apr.  12th 
(avm,pn). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  15th  (cdh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  11th  (peb). 

175  Little  Stint 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  maximum  of  ten  on  Sept.  27th  (mkd),  otherw  ise  one  to 
five  recorded  on  autumn  passage  from  July  8th  to  Oct.  1 1th. 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (lvpg).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  singles  on 
Aug.  25th  and  31st  (lvpg,rmrg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  present  in  autumn  from  Aug.  15th  to  Sept.  17th  (mo), 
maximum  of  ten  on  Aug.  25th  (pn)  and  6+  on  Aug.  30th  (avm,pn). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (djm). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Sept.  7th  (gbc). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  July  29th  (rbh).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Sept. 
13th  (dac). 

176  Temminck’s  Stint 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  three  on  May  11th  (jf,gjw). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  between  Aug.  10th  and  15th  (je  et  al.). 

S  Richmond  Park,  Pen  Ponds,  one  on  Sept.  27th  (jmr). 

181  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 
1966  Correction. 

M  Following  a  review  of  this  species  by  British  Birds ,  the  record  at  Staines 
Res.  on  Sept.  28th  1966  has  been  withdrawn  {Brit.  Birds  73  :  507  and 
Lond.  Bird  Rep.  33  :  64). 

This  deletion  also  affects  the  London  Area  Checklist  {Loud.  Bird  Rep. 
43  :  71-84). 

182  Curlew  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  19  on  July  26th  and  16  on  31st  (mkd),  one  to  five  on 
eight  other  dates  between  July  13th  and  Oct.  11th  (mo). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  July  27th  (mo). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May  3rd  (af in). 

184  Dunlin 

On  the  Lower  Thames,  numbers  were  at  their  lowest  since  the  early  part 
of  the  previous  decade.  Fewer  records  were  submitted  and  there  were 
none  received  for  the  period  April  to  November  inclusive.  The  following 
table  summarizes  the  peak  monthly  counts  for  each  section  of  the  river. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Dec 

Crossness 

40 

- 

- 

- 

Rainham 

- 

1000 

600 

1 100 

Dartford 

200 

800 

- 

- 

Thurrock 

- 

- 

- 

950 

Swanscombe 

200 

40 

50 

— 
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At  Rainham  Marsh  (away  from  the  Thames)  records  were  submitted  for 
all  months  except  May  and  June  with  peak  counts  of  500  on  Feb.  15th, 
Nov.  22nd  and  Dec.  6th. 

At  inland  sites  most  records  were  from  the  south  western  reservoirs  and 
nearby  Staines  Moor  and  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  Peak  counts  are  given  in  the 
following  table. 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.  42  34  6  4  2  -  6  9  10  6  36  29 

Staines  Res.  22  30  8  1 

Staines  Moor  6----  -  --  -  -  27  20 

Queen  Mary  Res.  10 

King  George  VI  Res.  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  11-27 


188  Ruff 

E  Girling  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  14th  (pab  et  ai).  Passingford,  two  on  Mar. 
23rd  (mkd).  Rainham  Marsh,  present  from  the  beginning  of  the  year 
until  Apr.  27th,  with  a  maximum  of  50  on  Feb.  10th  (nji),  and  two  on 
May  17th  (mkd).  Autumn  passage  noted  from  July  6th,  with  peak  counts 
of  36  on  Aug.  16th  (mkd),  and  38  on  Sept.  4th  (jmh).  At  the  end  of  the 
year,  maximum  of  30  on  Nov.  22nd  (mkd).  Thurrock,  four  on  Feb.  16th 
(mkd).  Wanstead  Park,  one  on  Aug.  31st  (wcg). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  13th  (cib).  Stocker’s  Farm,  one  on  Feb. 
10th  (rdnhs). 

M  Edmonton  S.F.,  two  from  Aug.  6th  to  9th.  Rammey  Marsh,  Enfield,  from 
July  29th  to  Sept.  23rd,  maximum  of  five  on  Sept.  8th  (gjw). 

M/B  In  the  Staines  area,  reported  from  seven  sites  during  the  first  four  months 
of  the  year,  apart  from  one  at  Old  Slade  on  May  19th,  and  from  July  5th 
until  the  end  of  the  year.  Monthly  maxima  for  this  area  are  shown  below. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

17  17  14  2  1  -  7  4  18  1  1  23  22 

K  Broadness,  one  on  Jan.  27th  (lfw).  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  Apr.  5th 
and  Aug.  8th  (tjt,pa,sws).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  on  May  3rd  (aha?). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  on  Mar.  6th  (peb).  Beddington  S.F.,  present  from 
Mar.  22nd  to  Apr.  20th  (mo),  maximum  of  ten  on  Apr.  14th  (nm),  up  to 
six  from  Aug.  10th  to  Sept.  21st  (mo),  and  ten  on  Oct.  26th  (gm).  Holme- 
thorpe  S.P.,  one  from  Aug.  12th  to  17th,  and  four  on  23rd  (rul).  Walton 
Res.,  one  on  Jan.  19th  (jrm). 


189  Jack  Snipe 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  reported  from  16  localities  up  to  May  4th. 
Most  records  were  of  one  or  two,  but  there  were  1 1  at  Swanscombe  on 
Jan.  27th  (lfw),  eight  at  Hogsmill  S.F.,  on  Jan.  5th  (wri),  and  seven  at 
Holmethorpe  S.P.,  on  Jan.  12th  (dpc).  Earliest  arrivals  in  autumn  were 
two  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on  Sept.  28th  (aha?),  and  birds  were  present  at  a 
further  13  localities  until  the  end  of  the  year,  the  highest  count  being  five 
at  Hersham  S.F.,  on  Nov.  8th  (eu). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  a  maximum  of  two  present  from  Nov.  10th  to  the  end 
of  the  year  (hrg). 
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190  Snipe 

Breeding  season  records  largest  winter  counts  and  Inner  London  records 
are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  two  pairs  present,  drumming  heard  (mja);  40  on  Nov. 
29th  (mkd).  Hornchurch,  30  on  Dec.  26th  (mkd).  Rainham  Marsh,  90  on 
Feb.  17th  (ebwps).  Passingford,  40  on  Mar.  30th  (mkd).  Sewardstone,  51 
on  Feb.  1st  (ajg>>). 

H  Broxboume  G.P.,  38  on  Nov.  8th  (hnhs).  Cassiobury  Park,  up  to  30  in 
January  (cib,jdmc).  Hampermill,  60+  on  Feb.  2nd;  one  drumming  there 
on  May  1 7th  (cib).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  28  on  Feb.  7th  (trd).  Moor  Lane, 
Rickmansworth,  130+  on  Feb.  9th  and  34  on  Mar.  2nd  (avm,je).  Rye 
Meads  S.F.,  100  on  Jan.  6th  (rmrg).  Stocker's  Farm,  35  on  Feb.  10th 
(hb). 

M  Bedfont,  20+  on  Jan.  20th  (rrg).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  23  on  Feb.  10th 
(je).  Kempton  Park  Res.,  25  on  Dec.  29th  (dp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  35  on 
Nov.  8th  (pcO-  Poyle,  30  on  Mar.  22nd  (pn).  Rammey  Marsh,  Enfield, 
one  bird  present  in  the  breeding  season  (gjw).  Inner  London :  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  flew  N  on  Apr.  22nd  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Oct.  2 1  st 
(jpw). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  30  on  Mar.  25th  (mtnhs). 

K  Broadness,  108  on  Jan.  27th  (lfw).  Crayfordness,  c.  30  on  Jan.  27th 
(gbc).  Dartford  Marsh,  60+  on  Feb.  3rd  and  50  on  Feb.  24th  (drg). 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  40  on  Oct.  29th  (ah«).  Swanscombe  Marsh,  40  on  Feb. 
23rd  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  80+  on  Mar.  9th  and  19th,  and  63  on  Dec.  29th  (mo). 
Hersham  S.F.,  50+  in  February  (eu).  Hogsmill  S.F.,  30  on  Nov.  15th 
(wri).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  23  on  Jan.  20th  (dpc). 


194  Woodcock 

A  summary  of  records  away  from  breeding  sites  is  given  in  the  following 
table. 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  Aug  Sepi  Oct  Nov  Dec 
Sightings  9  3  13  3  2  -  2  9  13 

Total  birds  12  4  15  3  2  2  9  19 

The  only  Inner  London  Record  during  the  year  was  of  one  picked  up  at 
Moorgate,  EC2  on  Nov.  30th,  and  released  in  Alexandra  Park  on  Dec. 
2nd  (rspca  per  nb). 

All  records  during  the  breeding  season  are  given  under  counties  below. 
E  Hainault,  a  pair  seen  with  young  (acp). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  at  least  six  birds  (three  roding)  on  May  25th  (SB,f). 
Northaw  Great  Wood,  birds  roding  in  June  and  July  (hnhs).  Symonds- 
hyde,  two  on  May  24th  (sbj),  and  a  pair  in  June  and  July  (hnhs). 

M  Bayhurst  Wood,  one  roding  on  June  27th  (je).  Ruislip  Common,  one 
roding  from  April  to  July  (je,rdnhs). 

K  Westerham,  two  roding  on  May  9th  and  17th  (wjw). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  one  on  May  17th  and  roding  seen  on  28th  (rc,rhk). 
Bookham  Common,  one  on  May  26th  (mt).  Caterham,  one  on  June  10th 
(sh).  Epsom  Common,  one  roding  on  May  24th  (whd).  Headley  Heath, 
roding  first  noted  on  Mar.  17th  and  then  subsequently  into  July;  also  seen 
on  Sept.  25th,  Nov.  27th  and  Dec.  6th  (pfb).  Prince’s  Coverts,  one  roding 
on  May  7th  (rhk).  Walton  Heath,  two  roding  on  May  17th  (ckd,pod). 
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195  Black-tailed  Godwit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  July  8th,  July  15th  (jmh),  and  Aug.  2nd  (pjv 
et  al.).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Jan.  31st  (ajg>>). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (lvpg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  from  Apr.  26th  to  30th  (rbh,avm,pn  et  al.).  Staines 
Moor,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (cww).  Staines  Res.,  12  flew  E  on  July  4th  (djm). 
K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  13th,  two  flew  W  on  May  9th,  two  on  July 
27th  and  Aug.  9th  and  a  single  bird  on  Aug.  5th  (pa,tjt  et  al.). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  18th  (rbh). 

1979  Correction. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  single  on  July  18th  should  be  deleted. 


196  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

A  spring  passage  of  c.  360  birds  represents  a  new  level  of  occurrence  in 
the  London  Area,  but  falls  within  the  well  established  pattern  of  spring 
records  in  late  April  and  early  May,  and  coincides  exactly  with  easterly 
movements  along  the  south  coast  at  this  time.  The  flock  seen  flying  over 
Walthamstow  Res.  on  May  3rd  is  by  far  the  largest  seen  in  London;  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  this  was  also  the  peak  day  for  up  Channel  move¬ 
ments  on  the  Kent  and  Sussex  coasts.  All  records  are  given,  including  the 
direction  of  flight  where  known. 

E  Girling  Res.,  27  N  on  May  3rd  (gjw).  King  George  V  Res.,  28  N  on  Apr. 
26th  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  four  on  Apr.  24th  (ajg),  and  nine  on  May 
7th  (RTm).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  from  May  1st  to  7th  (PFr),  and  c.  120 
N  on  May  3rd  (gbs). 

H  Amwell,  40  N  on  May  3rd  (br). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  two  on  Apr.  27th  (mp«,rdnhs).  Staines  Res.,  c.  80 
NE  on  Apr.  26th  (rbh,avm),  one  on  Apr.  27th  and  28th  (mo),  and  12 
NNE  on  May  2nd  (jah,pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  three  unidentified  godwits 
flying  over  on  May  3rd  (hrg),  seem  likely  to  have  been  this  species. 

K  Swanscombe,  three  on  May  4th  (gbc).  Dartford  Marsh,  singles  on  Jan. 
5th  and  Mar.  20th  (sjg,ce).  Knockholt,  25  E  on  May  3rd  (wjw).  Seven- 
oaks  G.P.,  one  on  May  10th  (ah). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  different  birds  on  Apr.  25th,  Apr.  26th  and  May 
3rd  (peb,rbh).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  May  11th  (dp). 


198  Whimbrel 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  on  May  5th  (PFr).  Girling  Res.,  one  N  on  May  3rd 
(pjv),  and  seven  S  on  Aug.  9th  (gjw).  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  Apr. 
26th  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (pk),  eight  on  May  3rd, 
and  one  on  May  13th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  SSE  on  Aug.  5th 
(isc). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  two  on  Apr.  25th  (lvpg).  Broxbourne  G.P.,  21  S  on  Aug. 
3rd  (gjw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (cib).  Rye  Meads,  one  on 
July  18th  (rmrg).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  two  in  the  morning,  and  a 
further  six  N  at  dusk  on  Apr.  26th  (gjw  et  al.).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  SW 
on  May  1st  (cib). 

M  Harefield,  one  in  a  field  at  Highway  Farm  on  Apr.  12th  (je).  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.,  two  on  May  5th  (pc/)  and  one  on  Sept.  6th  (whd).  Queen  Mary 
Res.,  one  W  on  Sept.  20th,  and  two  SW  on  Oct.  4th  (hrg).  Inner  London : 
Kensington  Gardens,  two  SW  on  Aug.  22nd  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  seven 
NW  on  May  8th  (jpw). 
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B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  four  N  on  Apr.  30th  (gar),  and  two  SE  on  July  27th 
(RRG). 

K  Broadness,  one  on  May  4th  (gbc).  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  5th, 
three  on  July  17th,  one  on  July  30th  and  three  on  Aug.  1 1th  (pa,sws,az). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  W  on  Aug.  30th  (tjl).  Beddington  S.F.,  two  S  on 
July  19th  (av).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  May  3rd,  and  10  SW  on  Aug.  3rd 
(eu).  Walton-on-Thames,  two  SW  on  Aug.  22nd  (co).  West  Dulwich,  one 
W  on  Sept.  7th  (jka). 

199  Curlew 

The  following  table  summarizes  records  during  the  year: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nor  Dec 
Sightings  12213  4  8  16  432 

Total  birds  13  2  1  4  5  19  46  18  3  2 

There  were  no  hard  weather  movements  at  either  end  of  the  year,  and 
little  evidence  of  spring  passage.  The  bulk  of  the  records  was  during  the 
period  from  June  to  September,  with  a  large  movement  in  late  August,  a 
total  of  49  birds  being  seen  between  Aug.  23rd  and  Sept.  1st.  The  largest 
flocks  were  also  seen  at  this  time.  12  flew  up  river  at  West  Thurrock  on 
Aug.  23rd  (pjv  et  al.),  12  flew  W  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  Aug.  24th  (mjr), 
and  11  were  at  Rainham  Marsh  on  Sept.  1st  (pjv  et  al.).  Inner  London 
records  were  as  follows:  Brompton  Cemetery,  a  remarkable  sighting  of 
one  from  inside  the  cemetery  from  Nov.  12th  to  14th,  which  ran  for  cover 
when  approached,  and  not  seen  to  fly  (thas);  Kensington  Gardens,  two 
W  on  July  22nd,  and  three  W  on  Sept.  22nd  (dab);  Regent’s  Park,  heard 
calling  on  Oct.  1 5th  (jpw). 

201  Spotted  Redshank 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Aug.  8th,  three  on  13th,  two  on  14th,  three  on 
16th,  one  on  23rd,  and  one  on  Sept.  1st  (mkd,jmh,pjv). 

M  Kempton  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (dp).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  27th  (pn).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  25th  (RTm). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  6th  (ah«). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  from  Sept.  9th  to  18th  (dac,mjn).  Godstone  Res. 
N.R.,  three  on  Aug.  16th,  one  on  Sept.  21st  (rgm). 

202  Redshank 

Lower  Thames  records  were  received  from  only  four  sectors  of  the  river, 
but  revealed  high  numbers  at  the  high  tide  roost  at  West  Thurrock  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  although  there  were  no  records  from  here  in  the 
second  half  of  the  year.  The  following  table  gives  peak  monthly  counts 
outside  the  breeding  season. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Rainham 

130 

20 

100 

19 

30 

30 

- 

50 

70 

40 

Dartford 

35 

150 

7 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30 

50 

Thurrock 

266 

440 

- 

35 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Swanscombe 

110 

70 

28 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

- 

_ 

— 

Away  from  the  river,  it  was  only  in  the  south-west  of  the  Area  that  this 
species  was  seen  regularly  in  any  numbers.  Records  came  mainly  from 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Staines  Moor,  and  the  Staines,  King  George  VI,  and 
Queen  Mary  group  of  reservoirs,  and  the  highest  monthly  counts  are 
summarized  in  the  following  table : 
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Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

8  13  17  17  6  11  4  27  20  1  7  3 

All  records  of  proved  and  possible  breeding,  and  Inner  London  records, 
are  given  under  counties  below. 

E  Beckton,  one  pair  raised  young  (cwp).  Chingford,  a  pair  during  the 
breeding  season  but  no  young  seen  (lg  et  a/.).  Rainham,  eight  pairs 
present  during  the  breeding  season,  young  seen  (mkd  et  al.).  Waltham 
Abbey,  two  pairs  seen  with  young  (gjw, km). 

Broxbourne  G.P.,  a  pair  raised  two  young  (gjw). 

Harefield,  a  pair  in  the  summer  at  Highway  Farm  (je,rdnhs).  Kempton 
Park,  one  pair  bred  (dp).  Staines  Moor/Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  up  to  1 1  birds 
present  in  June,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (mo).  Inner  London: 
Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar.  30th  (sb). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  eight  pairs  summered  and  display  flights  seen,  but 
breeding  success  not  known  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  pairs  displaying  in  April  (mo).  Inner  London: 
Surrey  Docks,  three  on  Aug.  6th,  and  present  in  December  with  a  roost¬ 
ing  flock  of  18  on  Dec.  12th  and  22nd  (dam). 


204  Greenshank 

More  than  usual  reported  in  spring  between  Apr.  5th  and  June  8th,  with 
a  large  movement  between  May  3rd  and  6th,  when  24  birds  were  reported. 
As  usual,  widespread  on  autumn  passage  between  July  4th  and  Oct.  25th, 
although  numbers  were  unexceptional  apart  from  a  record  count  at 
Rainham  Marsh.  A  summary  of  records  is  given. 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  from  May  3rd  to  5th,  and  up  to  three  in  August  (gjw, 
pjv).  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Apr.  28th  and  May  5th,  and  six  on 
Aug.  30th  (pjv).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  or  two  between  May  4th  and  29th, 
and  up  to  17  in  July  and  August  (mo),  but  remarkably  at  least  53  on  July 
26th,  immediately  preceding  a  thunderstorm  (mkd  et  al.).  Also  up  to  four 
at  two  other  sites  in  autumn. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  May  3rd  and  4th  (mcrg).  Stocker’s  Lake,  three 
on  May  3rd  and  one  on  6th  (cib,rrd).  In  autumn  up  to  three  at  Maple 
Cross  S.F.,  Broxbourne  G.P.,  Moor  Lane  and  Rye  Meads. 

M  Harefield,  one  on  May  4th  and  5th  (je).  Kempton  Park,  three  on  May  3rd 
(dp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  four  on  May  17th  (p ct),  and  one  from  June  4th  to 
8th  (mo).  Staines  Moor,  three  on  Apr.  28th  (mjr).  Staines  Res.,  three  on 
May  3rd  (rbh,avm).  In  autumn  reported  from  13  sites  with  peak  counts 
of  ten  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  on  July  19th  (je,pn),  and  up  to  five  at  Staines 
Res.,  in  August  and  September  (mo),  and  five  at  Rammey  Marsh, 
Enfield,  on  Aug.  8th  (gjw). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  17th  (ajd).  Old  Slade  N.R.,  maximum  of  five 
on  Sept.  7th  (djm).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  up  to  three  in  August  (mo). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  5th,  27th  and  May  5th,  four  on  Aug.  8th 
and  the  last  on  Sept.  28th  (drg).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May  10th,  and 
up  to  four  in  July  and  August  (ah/i). 

S  Bam  Elms  Res.,  present  on  drained  basin  from  Apr.  25th  to  May  1 1th, 
maximum  of  four  on  May  3rd  (rbh  et  al.).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  three  on 
May  4th,  one  until  7th  (dpc).  Godstone,  one  on  may  21st  (rgm,an). 
Autumn  records  from  ten  localities,  with  the  highest  numbers  at  Bed¬ 
dington  S.F.,  where  the  peak  count  was  10+  on  Aug.  17th  (mo).  Inner 
London :  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Aug.  7th  (dam). 
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208  Green  Sandpiper 

Wintering  birds  were  present  at  26  sites  at  either  end  of  the  year,  although 
numbers  did  not  exceed  three  at  any  of  these.  A  small  spring  passage  was 
noted  in  April  and  May,  generally  of  only  one  or  two  birds,  but  there 
were  seven  at  Old  Slade  N.R.  on  May  3rd  and  one  here  as  late  as  June  1st 
(djm). 

On  return  passage,  the  first  was  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  on  June  25th  (mcrg), 
and  several  more  were  reported  before  the  end  of  the  month.  Peak  num¬ 
bers  were  as  usual  in  July  and  August;  the  highest  autumn  counts  are 
listed  below. 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  65  on  Aug.  16th  (mkd). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  seven  on  July  4th  (RRD),  and  Aug.  21st  (hnhs).  Moor 
Lane,  Rickmansworth,  seven  on  Aug.  31st  (avm). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  12  on  Aug.  17th  (jah).  Rammey  Marsh,  Enfield,  27  on 
Aug.  8th  (gjw).  Stain  Hill  Res.,  six  on  Aug.  2nd  (dp). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  1 1  on  July  24th  and  29th  (djm). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  10  on  July  19th  (ah/?). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  14  on  July  23rd  (dac,nm). 


209  Wood  Sandpiper 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  singles  on  May  17th  and  24th  (mkd).  In  autumn,  one 
on  July  6th  (nji),  four  on  July  31st  (mkd),  two  on  Aug.  2nd  (pjv  et  al.), 
four  on  8th  and  9th  (gcg,jmh),  three  on  10th  (nan)  and  one  on  16th 
(mkd). 

H  Hertford  Meads,  two  on  May  12th  (tpa,gjw).  Stocker’s  Farm,  one  on 
May  24th  (hnhs). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  27th  (per),  and  June  4th  (dg^),  two  on  Aug. 
16th  (gcg),  and  one  on  Sept.  6th  (whd). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  singles  on  July  23rd,  Aug.  23rd  and  Sept.  10th  (ah/7). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  July  1 1th,  July  14th  and  Aug.  4th  (rbh).  Bed¬ 
dington  S.F.,  one  on  July  6th  and  7th  (nm),  four  on  July  30th  and  Aug. 
2nd,  and  five  on  Aug.  4th  and  6th  (dac,av). 


211  Common  Sandpiper 

Present  at  six  localities  during  the  first  two  months  of  the  year,  all  single 
birds,  except  for  up  to  three  at  Rainham  Marsh  during  January  (mkd, 
jmh).  Many  small  flocks  moved  through  the  area  during  the  spring 
months,  with  the  largest  movement  in  May,  passage  continuing  until  June 
7th.  A  single  bird  was  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on  June  15th  (ah/7).  The  first 
bird  of  the  autumn  was  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  June  26th  (PFr),  and 
numbers  gradually  built  up  during  July,  to  reach  the  usual  peak  for  this 
species  between  the  last  few  days  of  July  and  the  middle  of  August, 
passage  continuing  on  a  smaller  scale  until  late  October.  At  the  end  of 
the  year,  singles  were  at  ten  localities  during  November  and  December. 

The  largest  spring  and  autumn  counts,  together  with  a  summary  of  the 
Inner  London  records,  are  given  below. 

E  Girling  Res.,  six  on  May  24th  (jf).  Lea  Valley  Reservoirs,  25  on  Aug.  1 6th 
(jf).  Rainham  Marsh,  eight  on  May  17th  (mkd),  and  70  on  Aug.  2nd 
(pjv  et  al.). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  10  on  May  9th  (cib).  Rye  Meads,  21  on  Aug.  2nd 
(rmrg). 
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M  Edmonton  S.F.,  24  on  Aug.  6th  (gjw).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  15  on  Aug. 
9th  (je).  King  George  VI  Res.,  22  on  Aug.  3rd  (pn).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  61 
on  Aug.  1 5th  (jah,pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  six  on  May  6th  (mjw).  Rammey 
Marsh,  Enfield,  23  on  July  31st  (gjw).  Staines  Res.,  six  on  May  7th  (jah), 
and  35  on  Aug.  15th  (jah,pn).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  singles  on  May  2nd,  15th  and  22nd,  and  one  or  two  between 
July  24th  and  Aug.  19th,  but  five  on  July  31st  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one 
from  May  7th  to  9th,  and  up  to  three  on  ten  dates  between  July  8th  and 
Sept.  17th  (sb,jpw). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  12  on  Aug.  10th  (djm). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  ten  in  the  first  two  weeks  of  August  (drg).  Seven- 
oaks  G.P.,  seven  on  May  5th  (ah n). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  nine  on  May  7th  (pjs/j).  Beddington  S.F.,  12  on  Aug.  2nd 
(swg).  Godstone,  12  on  May  21st  (an).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  up 
to  three  between  Aug.  6th  and  26th  (dam).  River  Thames,  two  near 
Lambeth  Bridge  on  May  13th,  and  one  at  Waterloo  on  May  23rd  (pjsa). 

1979  Correction. 

S  Delete  Westminster  insert  Waterloo. 


212  Spotted  Sandpiper 

1956  Additional  Record. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  an  adult  in  summer  plumage  on  Sept.  2nd  (bls).  At 
the  time  fully  described  and  documented  by  the  observer;  but  then  the 
species  was  regarded  as  a  race  of  Common  Sandpiper  and  the  original 
letter  to  British  Birds  was  mislaid  in  circulation.  The  field  notes  have  now 
been  re-submitted  and  formally  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee  and  is  the  first  record  for  Hertfordshire  and  the  London 
Area. 

This  is  an  addition  to  the  London  Area  Checklist  published  in  London 
Bird  Report  43  :  71-84. 


213  Turnstone 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  3rd  (gjw).  King  George  V  Res.,  five  on  May 
3rd  (ta,fcb).  Rainham  Marsh,  two  on  May  3rd  (mkd),  singles  on  July 
24th  (jmh),  July  27th  (reh),  Aug.  8th  and  9th,  four  on  the  10th  and  two 
on  Aug.  16th  (pjv, mkd).  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  May  3rd  and  15th 
(CA,PFr). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  one  on  May  3rd  (lvpg).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  May 
10th  (cib). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  singles  on  Apr.  26th  and  27th  (rbh,avm,pn),  and  July 
20th  (jah,avm,pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  singles  on  May  7th  (gar),  Aug. 
7th,  8th  and  18th  (pct,mjr).  Staines  Res.,  four  on  May  3rd  (rbh,avm,pn). 
Stanwell  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  July  19th  (pn).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Aug. 
15th  (mtnhs). 

K  Broadness,  two  on  Jan.  27th  (lfw),  one  on  May  5th,  five  on  Sept.  7th, 
and  three  on  Dec.  7th  (gbc).  Dartford  Marsh,  three  on  May  1st,  one  on 
May  17th  and  July  27th,  two  on  Aug.  8th,  three  the  next  day  and  17  flew 
up  river  also  on  the  9th  (pa,sws,tjt). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  9th  (pe6). 
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218  Arctic  Skua 

E  Girling  Res.,  three,  one  light  and  two  dark  phase,  flew  S  on  Sept.  14th 
(gjw).  West  Thurrock,  three,  two  light  and  one  dark  phase,  on  Sept.  14th 
(gcg),  and  another  dark  phase  individual  on  Sept.  20th  (mkd). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  30th  (cib). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  an  adult  on  Aug.  9th  (pa,sws). 

S  Burgh  Heath,  one  on  Apr.  15th  (rhbf).  Ewell,  a  group  of  five  which  flew 
S  on  Sept.  13th  included  both  light  and  dark  phase  birds  (mjo/). 

A  good  year  for  this  species,  September  is  traditionally  the  best  month, 
and  the  majority  of  sightings  are  of  single  birds,  so  the  three  observations 
of  groups  are  particularly  notable.  Spring  sightings  are  unusual. 

221  Long-tailed  Skua 
1978  Correction. 

The  London  Area  Checklist  ( Lond .  Bird  Rep.  43  :  71-84)  unintentionally 
omitted  the  second  record  dated  Sept.  26th  1966. 

222  Mediterranean  Gull 

E  Rainham,  a  second-summer  bird  on  June  21st  (mkd). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  an  adult  on  June  5th  (p c/). 

S  Carshalton  Po.nd,  an  adult  on  Feb.  27th  (dac).  Epsom  Common,  the 
adult  remaining  from  1979  was  last  seen  on  Mar.  23rd.  The  same  indi¬ 
vidual  returned  for  its  fifth  winter  on  Nov.  5th,  and  stayed  into  1981 
(whd  et  al.). 

The  two  June  birds  would  appear  to  be  the  first  to  be  seen  during  this 
month  in  the  London  Area.  Either  immatures  are  being  overlooked,  or 
there  are  genuinely  more  adults  about  than  young  birds. 

225  Little  Gull 

A  return  to  the  form  of  1971  and  1974,  the  best  years  for  this  species  in 
the  London  Area.  A  total  of  162  bird/days,  with  a  probable  maximum 
total  of  75  birds  was  boosted  considerably  by  good  numbers  remaining 
throughout  the  spring  and  autumn  at  some  reservoirs  in  the  West  of  our 
Area.  Approximately  equal  numbers  occurred  in  both  seasons. 

All  records  are  given,  but  those  at  principal  localities  are  summarized. 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  May  17th  (jf).  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Apr. 
25th,  Aug.  19th  and  29th  (cf«,jf,km).  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  on  Sept.  21st 
(gjw).  Rainham,  one  on  June  7th  and  July  21st  (mkd).  West  Thurrock, 
singles  on  May  30th,  July  26th  and  27th,  Aug.  3rd  and  7th  (ajg,  mkd 
et  al.).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  8th  (jf). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  29th  and  30th  (cib). 

M  Bedfont  G.P.,  one  on  July  13th  and  14th  (rrg).  Harefield  Moor  G.P., 
three  on  Aug.  28th  (pn),  one  on  Sept.  7th  (cib).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  five  on 
Nov.  1st  (pc/).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  no  spring  sightings,  but  present  in 
autumn  from  Aug.  18th  to  Sept.  20th,  with  maxima  of  five  on  Sept.  6th 
(pc/),  and  seven  on  Sept.  20th  (mjr).  Rammey  Marsh,  Enfield,  one  be¬ 
tween  Sept.  8th  and  25th  (gjw).  Staines  Res.,  present  in  spring  from  Apr. 
13th  to  May  18th,  with  maxima  of  seven  on  Apr.  16th  (mjr),  and  eight  on 
May  18th  (cib).  A  late  bird  was  present  between  June  6th  and  13th 
(jah,pn).  Autumn  passage  took  place  between  Aug.  16th  and  Sept.  28th, 
with  a  maximum  of  three  on  Aug.  17th  (pg).  One  flew  SE  on  Nov.  22nd 
(rbh,avm,pn). 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  a  second-year  bird  on  July  22nd,  an  adult  on  July  24th 
and  a  first  year  bird  on  Aug.  19th  (pa,sws,brc,sjc). 

228  Black-headed  Gull 

This  the  most  familiar  of  the  gulls  is  at  its  peak  within  the  Area  at  the 
turn  of  the  year,  with  the  height  of  the  return  passage  occurring  in 
September. 

All  counts  of  over  1,000  some  counts  at  Inner  London  parks  and  also 
some  further  observations  of  passage  along  the  Thames  at  Westminster 
and  Waterloo  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  7,500  on  Jan.  1st  (pk),  6,000  on  Jan.  20th  (nan),  and  3,000  in  • 
December  (mkd). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  c.  10,000  on  Oct.  27th  (hnhs). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  c.  1,500  on  Nov.  16th,  and  c.  4,000  on  Nov.  23rd 
(je,avm).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  500+  on  Mar.  7th  (wgt).  St 
James’s  Park,  509  on  Jan.  23rd  (pjo). 

B  Datchet  Res.,  c.  25,000  on  Mar.  2nd  (avm). 

K  Woolwich,  1,000+  on  Jan.  15th  (pjsw). 

S  Thorpe  Water  Park,  1,000  on  Jan.  1st  (dkjw).  Inner  London:  Waterloo 
and  Westminster,  monthly  observations  show  a  distinct  peak  in  Sep¬ 
tember  and  in  mid-winter  (pjsn). 

233  Common  Gull 

Recorded  in  all  months  of  the  year.  This  gull  appears  to  reach  its  highest 
totals  at  rubbish  tips,  although  no  counts  at  roosting  sites  have  been 
received  in  recent  years.  Spring  passage  was  again  widely  reported. 

A  ringing  recovery,  several  counts  and  some  further  observations  of 
spring  passage  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  1,500  on  Jan.  20th,  800  on  Feb.  24th  and  650  on  Mar.  14th 
(pk).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Dec.  20th  had  been  ringed 
on  June  25th  1980  at  Vestagder  in  Norway  (jf),  and  this  may  give  some 
indication  as  to  the  origin  of  the  wintering  population. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  100+  on  Oct.  27th  (hnhs). 

M  Inner  London:  Thames  at  Westminster,  35  on  Feb.  20th,  110  on  Mar. 
31st  and  70  on  Apr.  15th  (pjs«). 

K  Dartford,  140  on  Feb.  9th  (bmu)  and  100  on  Apr.  6th  (pa,tjt).  Thames- 
mead,  20  on  Mar.  20th,  59  on  Apr.  2nd  (pjs n). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  90  on  Mar.  29th,  1 58  on  Apr.  9th,  350  on  Apr.  1 3th  and 
86  on  May  3rd  (peb,rbh).  Inner  London:  Thames  at  Waterloo,  31  on 
Mar.  24th,  30  on  Apr.  3rd  (pjs n). 


234  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

Two  winter  roost  counts  are  given  together  with  selected  counts  of 
autumn  flocks. 

E  King  George  V.  Res.,  2,000  on  Jan.  17th,  2,500  on  Sept.  8th,  and  650  on 
Nov.  18th  (gjw). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  c.  400  on  Sept.  15th,  1,150  on  Oct.  27th  (hnhs). 

M  Staines  Res.,  1,000+  on  Aug.  18th  (avm),  270+  on  Aug.  28th,  the 
majority  were  of  a  darker-mantled  race  (cww).  Inner  London:  West¬ 
minster,  peak  passage  occurred  during  July  (pjsu). 

S  Inner  London :  Waterloo,  peak  passage  occurred  during  July  (pjsm). 
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235  Herring  Gull 

Observers  attention  is  drawn  to  the  problems  associated  with  sightings  of 
yellow-legged  birds  and  are  referred  to  Lond.  Bird  Rep.  44  :  48.  The 
presence  of  a  breeding  yellow-legged  bird,  however,  confuses  the  issue 
still  further.  Extra  caution  is  required  when  white-winged  gulls  are  en¬ 
countered  following  the  reporting  of  another  leucistic  Herring  Gull. 

Several  counts  are  given  together  with  sightings  of  yellow-legged  birds. 

E  Girling  Res.,  1,000  on  Nov.  20th  (gjw).  King  George  V  Res.,  4,500  on 
Jan.  17th,  1,500  on  Nov.  12th  and  2,000  on  Dec.  1st  (gjw). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  yellow-legged  bird  on  Jan.  25th  (jrb^). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  a  yellow-legged  bird  on  Nov.  8th  (pc/)-  Wraysbury  Res., 
an  all-white  leucistic  bird  on  Feb.  26th  (avm).  Inner  London:  Lords 
Cricket  Ground,  one  pair  successfully  raised  at  least  one  young;  evidence 
has  recently  come  to  light  that  suggests  that  one  pair  has  bred  here  every 
year  since  1968  (dr).  Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  bred  successfully  (jpw). 
St.  James’s  Park,  one  pair  bred,  of  which  one  had  yellow  legs  (pjo). 

K  Dartford,  500  on  Feb.  9th  (bmu). 

S  Yellow-legged  birds  were  recorded  at:  Barn  Elms  Res.,  on  Jan.  26th, 
May  6th,  July  24th  and  Nov.  16th  (rbh,pjsh).  Wandsworth,  two  on  Sept. 
5th.  Inner  London:  South  Bank,  one  on  Oct.  14th.  Westminster,  seen  on 
seven  dates  during  February,  August,  October  and  December  (pjs n). 

1977  Additional  Record. 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames  near  Vauxhall  Bridge,  two  adults  with 
yellow  legs  on  Sept.  5th  (pjsh). 

236  Iceland  Gull 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  a  second-year  bird  on  Jan.  19th  ( Mch ). 

The  first  acceptable  record  for  twelve  years,  the  last  record  was  also  at 
this  locality. 


237  Glaucous  Gull 

Although  not  as  numerous  in  1979,  this  was  another  impressive  year  for 
this  species. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  28th  (aw/).  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  a 
first-winter  bird  from  Jan.  13th  to  the  19th  (rmrg),  and  an  adult  on  Oct. 
19th  (ra,rmrg,rs/z). 

M  Wraysbury  Res.,  an  immature  on  Jan.  6th,  and  a  different  first-winter 
bird  on  Feb.  10th  (rbh),  the  first  bird  was  the  one  seen  in  December  1979. 
K  Northfleet,  one  on  Jan.  2nd  (bmu). 

S  Thorpe  Water  Park,  two  adults  on  Nov.  16th  and  one  on  Dec.  14th 
(dkjw). 

1979  Correction. 

K  Delete  record  of  one  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on  Jan.  22nd. 


238  Great  Black-backed  Gull 

Several  winter  counts  are  given  together  with  some  Inner  London  sight¬ 
ings.  Counts  suggest  that  this  species  has  quite  a  narrow  but  well  defined 
peak  during  January  and  December,  and  that  numbers  rarely  exceed 
1,000. 
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E  Girling  Res.,  150  on  Nov.  20th.  King  George  V  Res.,  600  on  Dec.  1st 
(gjw).  Rainham,  800  on  Jan.  1st,  400  on  Jan.  20th  falling  to  60  on  Feb. 
10th  (pk). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  100  on  Dec.  6th.  Wraysbury  Res.,  c.  500  on  Jan. 

12th,  c.  200  on  Nov.  30th  and  162  on  Dec.  7th  (avm). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  100  on  Dec.  13th  (ah/i). 

S  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Res.,  c.  800  on  Jan.  20th,  600  on  Feb.  2nd  and  Mar. 
1st  (co).  Inner  London :  River  Thames,  Waterloo  to  Westminster,  a  peak 
of  five  during  January  and  December  (pjs/7). 

240  Kittiwake 

No  real  pattern  emerges  from  this  year’s  average  crop  of  records.  All 
records  are  adults  unless  specified. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  an  immature  on  Feb.  4th  (PFr). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  three  on  Apr.  20th  (cib).  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  three,  one 
adult,  flew  N  on  Apr.  18th  (trd). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  6th  (pn).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  im- 
matures  on  Sept.  3rd  (per).  Staines  Res.,  three  calling  on  Mar.  30th 
(rbh,avm,pn),  and  two  on  May  10th  (cib).  Inner  London :  one  flew  down¬ 
river  on  Apr.  2nd  (Pjsh). 

K  Swanscombe,  one  on  Jan.  13th  (lfw).  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  2nd 

(PA). 

242  Gull-billed  Tern 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  July  26th  (tjl),  appeared  after  a  thunderstorm. 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  first  record 
for  the  London  Area.  This  record  is  little  short  of  astounding,  nowadays 
at  best  rare  on  the  coast  this  species  is  exceptionally  rare  inland,  and  must 
be  the  most  surprising  addition  to  London’s  birds  for  many  years. 

245  Sandwich  Tern 

All  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  one  on  May  3rd,  two  on  July  27th  and  one  on  Aug.  16th  (pjc, 
mkd).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Aug.  29th  and  six  on  Sept.  20th  (mkd). 

M  Bedfont  G.P.,  two  on  Sept.  21st  (rrg).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  on  June 
1 1th  (je).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  18th,  two  on  Sept.  18th  and  20th 
(mjr).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  9th  (jro).  Wraysbury  Res.,  one  on  Apr. 
1 1th  (avm,pn). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  two  on  Sept  18th  (ajd). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  24  flew  down  river  on  Apr.  22nd,  nine  on  Aug.  9th,  one 
on  Aug.  27th  and  Sept.  1st  (ATr,AF,AZ,sws). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  8th  (rbh).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  four  on  Sept. 
21st  (dpc).  Kew  Gardens,  two  on  June  19th  (rbh). 

247  Common  Tern 

Breeding  records  are  given.  Passage  records  are  summarized  under  247/8. 
In  1980  there  were  at  least  58  nesting  pairs,  up  by  nine  pairs  on  last  years 
total. 

H  At  one  site  in  the  Lea  Valley  37  pairs  bred  but  the  number  of  young  is  not 
known.  At  a  second  site  one  pair  and  at  a  third  site  two  pairs  bred  success¬ 
fully. 
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M  Three  sites  had  two  pairs,  two  further  sites  had  one  pair,  and  they  raised 
a  total  of  14  young. 

B  One  site  held  six  pairs,  a  second  site  held  one  pair,  and  a  total  of  1 3  young 
were  raised. 

1979  Additional  Record. 

E  At  a  third  site,  one  pair  successfully  raised  two  young  (ebwps). 

247/8  Common/Arctic  Tern 

Passage  records  of  Common  Terns  are  summarized  here,  together  with 
unspecified  observations  of  Common/Arctic  Terns. 

An  exceptionally  early  bird  appeared  at  Rye  Meads  on  Mar.  30th,  and 
there  were  sightings  at  three  other  localities  by  Apr.  6th.  The  majority  of 
birds,  however,  did  not  arrive  until  the  third  week  of  April,  with  21  on 
Apr.  20th  at  West  Thurrock,  and  17  on  Apr.  23rd  at  Staines  Res.  Num¬ 
bers  at  the  latter  locality  rose  to  a  peak  of  30  on  May  6th,  but  declined 
rapidly  thereafter;  several  days  later,  on  May  10th/ 1 1  th,  numbers 
reached  a  peak  in  the  eastern  part  of  our  Area  with  1 1  at  King  George  V 
Res.,  ten  at  Rainham,  35  at  Sevenoaks  and  40  at  West  Thurrock. 

Totals  on  autumn  passage  were  generally  lower  than  in  1979,  but  as  usual 
good  numbers  were  seen  off  the  outflow  at  West  Thurrock,  with  40  on 
July  24th,  80  on  Aug.  7th  and  100  on  Aug.  17th.  There  was  a  marked 
passage  along  the  River  Thames  between  Aug.  29th  and  Sept.  2nd,  with 
28  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  40  at  Barking,  65  at  Dartford  and  140  at  Rainham ; 
although  this  passage  was  not  reflected  in  the  western  part  of  the  Area 
where  the  peak  occurred  earlier  on  Aug.  9th,  when  there  were  35  at  both 
Queen  Mary  Res.  and  Staines  Res.  The  total  at  Rainham  remained  high, 
and  100  were  still  present  on  Sept.  20th. 

There  were  only  two  Inner  London  records:  Hyde  Park,  two  on  Aug. 
22nd  (dab).  Rotherhithe,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (sb s). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

S  Inner  London:  River  Thames,  Westminster,  one  feeding  on  Aug.  14th 
(pjs  n). 

248  Arctic  Tern 

Another  impressive  spring  passage,  clearly  many  of  these  sightings  are 
due  to  an  increased  awareness  of  the  identification  criteria  necessary  to 
distinguish  between  Common  and  Arctic  Terns.  It  seems  unlikely  that 
this  passage  is  of  recent  origin ;  it  is  interesting  to  speculate  on  how  many 
of  the  big  movements  of  ‘Common'  Terns  in  the  past  during  the  end  of 
April-beginning  of  May,  might  perhaps  have  been  this  species.  All 
records  are  given. 

E  Girling  Res.,  three  on  Apr.  13th  and  28th  (pjv  et  ai).  King  George  V 
Res.,  five  on  Apr.  13th  and  1 16  on  Apr.  26th  (cr7,gjw).  West  Thurrock, 
five  on  May  10th,  one  on  July  24th,  six  on  Aug.  23rd,  five  on  Aug.  29th 
and  two  on  Sept.  20th  (mkd). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  six  flew  N  on  Apr.  26th  (gjw). 

M  Staines  Res.,  11  +  on  Apr.  26th,  nine  on  Apr.  27th,  three  on  Apr.  30th, 
one  on  May  1st,  three  on  the  2nd  and  two  on  May  3rd  (rbh,avm,pn  et  ai). 
K  Broadness,  two  on  Aug.  3rd  (gbc).  Dartford  Marsh,  single  adults  on  July 
22nd,  24th,  27th  and  Aug.  2nd  (pa,sws). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  four  on  Apr.  26th  and  May  3rd  (rbh,avm),  one  on  May 
16th  (peb),  and  one  on  Aug.  30th  (rbh). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1980 


51 


251  Little  Tern 

A  fairly  typical  scattering  of  records.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Girling  and  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  9th,  same  bird  at  both 
reservoirs  (gjw).  West  Thurrock,  one  on  July  24th  (mkd). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  two  on  July  26th  (gjw). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  21st  (rrd).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  May  3rd 
(rbh,avm,pn),  and  one  on  Aug.  9th  (jro). 

B  Horton  G.P.,  one  between  Sept.  9th  and  11th  (ajd). 

K  Broadness,  one  on  Sept.  7th  (gbc).  Woolwich,  six  on  Sept.  2nd  (pjs/j). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  30th  (peb).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  on 
Sept.  21st,  accompanied  by  four  Sandwich  Terns  (dpc). 

253  Black  Tern 

Birds  were  widespread  during  both  passage  periods.  The  spring  was  un¬ 
exceptional,  but  the  autumn  produced  well  above  average  totals,  with  the 
outflow  at  West  Thurrock  again  proving  to  be  the  most  favoured  locality. 
The  total  of  birds  that  were  seen  in  the  Area  during  the  year  came  to  an 
astonishing  777. 

The  spring  passage  extended  from  Apr.  12th  to  May  18th,  with  84  birds 
seen  at  1 7  localities.  As  in  1979  there  was  another  early  sighting  with  four 
at  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  12th  (avm,pn),  and  one  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on 
Apr.  17th  (gar).  The  bulk  of  migration  took  place  between  May  10th  and 
1 1  th  and  on  May  1 5th,  with  the  maximum  being  1 7  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  on 
May  1 1th  (ah/?)  and  nine  at  Staines  Res.  on  May  15th  (djm).  A  late  bird 
was  at  Staines  Res.  on  June  1st  (pcQ. 

A  lone  bird  was  present  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  July  2nd  (wm).  This  apart 
the  autumn  passage  took  place  between  July  26th  and  Sept.  27th,  and 
involved  a  very  high  number  of  693  birds  at  16  localities.  The  passage 
essentially  occurred  in  four  waves.  The  first  was  on  July  26th,  with  ten  at 
Kempton  Park  Res.  (dp),  12  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  and  five  at  Staines  Res. 
(rbh),  and  the  same  number  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  the  27th  (az).  The 
second  wave  was  mainly  in  the  first  ten  days  of  August,  numbers  at  West 
Thurrock  rising  from  12  on  Aug.  2nd  to  40  on  Aug.  7th  and  60  on  Aug. 
16th  (kb,mkd  et  al.).  On  Aug.  3rd  there  were  totals  of  19  at  Harefield 
Moor  G.P.  (rrd),  and  1 1  at  King  George  V  Res.  (jf).  On  Aug.  9th  the 
number  at  the  latter  locality  rose  to  45  (gjw),  and  on  the  same  day  43 
were  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  (mjr),  and  13  at  Staines  Res.  (jro).  Apart  from 
1 1  at  Barn  Elms  Res.  on  Aug.  28th  (rbh),  a  lull  occurred  between  mid- 
August  and  early  September,  when  totals  rose  briefly,  in  a  smaller  wave 
on  Sept.  6th  with  12  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  (hrg),  seven  at  King  George  VI 
Res.  (pn),  and  seven  at  Walthamstow  Res.  (ihs).  Nine  were  at  Staines 
Res.  on  the  following  day  (je,cww),  before  numbers  subsided  again  until 
mid-September.  The  final  wave  began  on  Sept.  14th  with  35  at  West 
Thurrock,  rising  to  60  on  Sept.  16th  and  finally  reaching  an  astonishing 
peak  of  300  on  Sept.  20th  (kb,drg,mkd),  when  there  were  also  43  at 
Queen  Mary  Res.  (mjr).  Hilfield  Park  Res.  produced  18  on  Sept.  23rd 
(cib)  and  the  last  birds  of  the  year  with  four  on  Sept.  27th  (avm),  along 
with  ten  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on  the  same  day  (per). 

254  White- winged  Black  Tern 

E  West  Thurrock,  one  on  Sept.  16th  (kb). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  the  24th  record  for  the 
London  Area  and  close  on  the  heels  of  last  year’s  bird  at  this  locality. 
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255  Guillemot 

S  River  Thames  at  Vauxhall  Bridge,  one  swimming  upstream  on  Oct.  22nd 
(kjh). 

The  twelfth  record  for  the  London  Area  this  century  and  the  first  since 
September  1973. 

264  Stock  Dove 

Breeding  season  records,  Inner  London  records  and  largest  flocks  are 
given. 

E  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Hainault,  six  pairs ;  Havering,  two  pairs ; 
Rainham  Marsh,  four  pairs,  Berwick  Ponds;  Navestock  and  Ongar,  one 
pair  at  each  (mkd).  Dagnam  Park,  four  pairs  (ag).  Epping  Forest,  ten 
pairs  (jf).  Thomdon  Park,  18  pairs,  an  increase  over  recent  years  (mgw). 
Fairlop,  80  on  Jan.  4th  (mkd). 

H  Bred  or  probably  bred  at  Cassiobury  Park,  two  pairs  (jrbs)  :  Stocker’s 
Lake  (jdmc),  Rye  Meads  (rmrg),  Bedmond  (hnhs),  Croxley  Green 
(trd).  Bishops  Wood  (trd)  and  Langleybury  (jrbs).  Maple  Cross,  100 
on  Mar.  8th  (cib). 

M  Probably  bred  at  Kenwood  (gcg),  Bedfont  G.P.  (cww),  Hampton  Court 
Park,  Bushy  Park,  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (crac),  and  Osterley  Park,  where 
there  were  140  on  Apr.  19th,  23  pairs  bred  (dgh).  Hanworth,  1 50  on  Mar. 
30th,  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  200  on  Feb.  10th  (je).  Inner  London :  Kens¬ 
ington  Gardens,  probably  bred,  two  pairs  held  territory  (dab). 

B  Woodlands  G.P.,  displaying  birds  in  April  (pn).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  100  on 
Nov.  22nd  (avm). 

K  Ruxley  and  Foots  Cray  Meadows,  single  pairs  present.  Also  present  in 
the  breeding  season  at  Dartford  Marsh  where  there  were  60+  on  Dec. 
18th. 

S  Ewell  Court,  one  or  two  pairs  present  (eu),  also  Banstead  Woods  (pjs //, 
rhbf),  Godstone  Res.  NR.  (an),  Kew  Gardens  (rbh),  Mickleham  (pjs;?), 
New  Addington  (jcw),  Norbury  Park  (pjs«),  Purley  (cf),  Richmond 
Park  (ka,gcg)  and  Wimbledon  Common  (rhk).  River  Mole,  Cobham, 
60  on  Mar.  5th  (dkjw). 


265  Woodpigeon 

Although  1,000  were  noted  at  Stanborough  (H)  on  Mar.  30th  (gcg),  the 
largest  movements  occurred  in  the  late  autumn.  Large  parties  included 
1,000  E  at  Dagnam  Park  (E)  on  Nov.  29th  (ag),  6,000  E  at  Stanstead- 
Abbots  (H)  on  Nov.  16th  (lvpg)  and  1,100  N  over  Beddington  S.F.  on 
Dec.  7th  (swg).  Inner  London :  bred  at  Brompton  Cemetery  and  Belgrave 
Square  (thas,lab);  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  a  peak  count 
of  210  N  on  Oct.  24th  (dab). 


266  Collared  Dove 

No  apparent  change  was  noted  in  breeding  numbers  except  for  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  High  Elms  area  of  Kent  (rt).  Winter  flocks  of  100  or  more 
reported  from  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Stocker’s  Lake  (trd),  Bedfont  (rrg), 
and  Walton-on-the-Hill  (ckd,pod).  Inner  London :  no  breeding  reported 
this  year,  although  occasional  birds  were  seen  in  the  spring.  Maximum 
number  at  other  times  was  six  in  Regent's  Park  on  Jan.  7th  (sb). 

S  Crossways  Nursery,  Purley,  an  albino  on  May  25th  (cf). 
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267  Turtle  Dove 

First  arrivals  at  Joyden’s  Wood  and  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  on  Apr.  27th 
(drg,dpc)  and  Hainault  the  next  day  (mkd).  A  heavy  northward  passage 
was  noted  during  early  May  in  the  Lea  Valley  and  at  Dartford  Marsh 
(lvpg,pa).  Most  birds  had  departed  by  mid-September,  and  the  last 
reports  were  of  singles  at  St.  Paul’s  Cray  on  Oct.  6th  (khp),  on  the  fore¬ 
shore  of  the  River  Thames  at  Westminster  on  Oct.  16th  (pjs n). 

Pairs  in  the  breeding  season  given  below. 

E  Hainault,  Havering,  Navestock,  Roding  Valley,  Hornchurch,  Ockendon, 
Dagnam  Park,  Thorndon  Park,  a  slight  decrease  (mkd,mja,mgw,ag). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  Rye  Meads,  West  Herts.  Golf  Course,  Great  Westwood 
(jdmc,rmrg,hnhs,jrbt). 

M  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  (je). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.  (rrg). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  a  decrease  noted.  Dartford  Marsh  (drg). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  Pilgrims  Fort,  Caterham,  Purley,  Wimbledon  Park, 
Beddington  S.F.  (nm,sh,sbs,av).  Bookham  Common  (gbc,wdm),  number 
of  territories  over  the  last  four  years  are  shown  below  : 

1977  1978  1979  1980 

11  10  11  9 

271  Cuckoo 

Early  arrivals  were  noted  in  mid-April  at  Barking,  Wanstead,  Tarleton’s 
Lake  and  Stone  Marsh  (kb,cwp,rnhs,drg)  all  on  the  13th.  However  the 
main  influx  did  not  occur  until  much  later  in  April  and  early  May.  No 
change  was  reported  in  the  breeding  population,  but  victimized  nests 
were  noted  at  Snaresbrook  (cwp)  and  Wraysbury  G.P.  (rrg).  The  main 
departure  took  place  in  July  and  August,  but  birds  lingered  at  five 
localities  in  September,  the  last  being  a  single  at  Havering  on  Sept.  14th 
(mkd).  Inner  London:  Aberdare  Gardens,  NW6,  one  on  June  9th  (dr). 
Landsdowne  Road,  one  on  Apr.  30th  (wsen),  Regent’s  Oark,  one  on 
Aug.  5th  (dam),  and  Surrey  Docks,  one  on  Sept.  3rd  (dam).  An  unusual 
late  record  concerned  a  juvenile  injured,  after  flying  into  a  greenhouse  at 
Regent’s  Park  on  Sept.  22nd  and  still  present  the  next  day  (sb). 

274  Barn  Owl 

Rather  sparsely  distributed,  if  records  received  are  indicative  of  true 
status.  All  records  are  given. 

E  Single  pairs  bred  at  Beckton  (cwp)  and  Romford  (acp).  One  bird  at  Bark¬ 
ing  on  June  7th  (kb)  and  at  Havering  during  November  (per  mkd). 

H  Only  single  birds  recorded,  Dunningford  Marsh  on  Feb.  8th  and  Dec. 
6th  (gjw,lvpg),  Moor  Park  on  Mar.  28th  (hnhs)  and  Cuffley  on  Feb.  9th 
(hnhs). 

M  South  Ruislip,  one  on  May  3rd  (rdnhs). 

K  Sundridge  Park,  Bromley,  a  single  on  Feb.  21st  (rspb  Bromley).  Dartford 
Marsh,  two  birds  seen  infrequently  throughout  the  year  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  28th  (nm),  Bush  Norton,  one  in  August, 
attacked  a  car  driver  (rhbf). 

279  Little  Owl 

At  least  18  pairs  bred  or  attempted  to  do  so,  details  given  below.  Present 
at  a  further  15  localities  during  the  breeding  season,  and  recorded  at 
another  1 1  at  other  times  of  the  year. 
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E  Single  pairs  bred  at  Romford  (mkd),  Sewardstone  (pr),  and  Thorndon 
Park  (mgw).  Dagnam  Park,  two  pairs  present  (ag),  Weald  Park,  one  pair 
present  (im). 

H  Amwell,  four  pairs  present,  two  broods  found  (lvpg). 

M  Osterley  Park,  three  pairs,  two  nests  found  (dgh),  Bayhurst  Wood,  one 
pair  bred  (je),  Tarleton’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  (rdnhs). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  up  to  five  present  all  year  (drg),  Southfleet,  one  pair 
raised  two  young  (bmu). 

S  Reigate,  one  pair  bred  (rc). 

280  Tawny  Owl 

Of  a  total  of  27  pairs  reported  in  the  breeding  season,  at  least  20  bred,  the 
majority  of  these  being  in  Surrey.  Birds  were  found  in  a  further  35 
localities  during  the  year. 

E  Hainault,  two  pairs  present,  Havering,  one  pair  (mkd),  Romford,  family 
party  present  (mkd),  Dagnam  Park,  two  pairs  bred  (ag). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  two  young  in  July  (mcrg). 

M  Count  Park,  Hillingdon,  one  pair  bred  (jah).  Kenwood,  two  pairs  bred 
(kes).  Big  Wood  NW11,  one, pair  (pjc).  Inner  London:  only  one  pair 
bred,  at  Kensington  Gardens  (dab).  Present  all  year  at  Brompton 
Cemetery  (thas).  St.  James’s  Park,  heard  in  October  and  November 

(AWtf,PJO). 

K  Pairs  bred  at  Blackheath  (pb«),  High  Elms  (rt/;),  and  Bromley  (wtb). 

Probably  bred  at  Joyden’s  Wood  (drg). 

S  Ewell  Court,  one  pair  raised  one  young  (eu),  Oxshott,  one  pair  with  two 
young  (wri).  Caterham,  one  pair  with  two  young  (sh).  Pilgrim’s  Fort,  at 
least  three  pairs  raised  young  (sh),  Headley  Heath,  one,  possibly  two 
pairs  (pfb),  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  pair  (dpc),  Richmond  Park,  one  pair 
(peb),  Wimbledon  Common,  one  pair  bred  (em). 

281  Long-eared  Owl 

Numbers  were  well  maintained  from  1979,  with  up  to  16  in  the  first 
winter  period,  a  May  record  and  seven  at  the  close  of  the  year.  All  records 
are  given. 

E  Dagenham  Chase,  two  at  roost  on  Feb.  9th  (sab),  increasing  to  four  on 
Feb.  17th  and  19th  (ag,ebps  et  al.),  with  at  least  one  remaining  into 
March.  Walthamstow  Marsh,  one  on  May  7th  (gjw  et  al.).  Rainham 
Marsh,  singles  on  Mar.  5th  and  Nov.  30th  (mkd). 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  a  single  roosting  in  a  hawthorn  bush  from  Feb.  17th  to 
Mar.  23rd,  was  joined  by  a  second  on  Mar.  2nd  (hnhs,lvpg,gcg).  Stan- 
stead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  21st  (lvpg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  seven  on  Jan.  20th  (tjt),  one  remaining  to  Apr.  6th  and 
up  to  six  in  December  (drg). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  one  on  Jan.  27th  (dp). 

1979  Correction  and  Additional  Record. 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F./Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  last  date  should  read  May  2nd 
(lvpg).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  23rd  and  24th  (lvpg). 

282  Short-eared  Owl 

Although  numbers  in  Essex  were  well  maintained,  those  elsewhere  re¬ 
verted  to  normal.  Present  in  the  Area  until  Apr.  27th,  and  from  Oct.  21st, 
with  evidence  of  a  small  passage  in  April.  All  records  are  given. 
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E  Rainham  Marsh,  present  from  Jan.  1st  to  Apr.  27th,  with  monthly 
maxima  of  four  in  January,  six  in  February,  one  in  March  and  three  in 
April  (mkd,pk).  First  autumn  birds  on  Oct.  25th  (rb^)  with  up  to  four  in 
November  and  three  in  December  (mkd).  Nazeing,  two  from  Apr.  10th 
to  16th  (gjw),  Beckton,  three  from  January  to  March  and  one  in  Nov¬ 
ember  (cwp).  King  George  V  Res.,  single  on  Oct.  21st  (ls).  Berwick 
Ponds,  three  on  Dec.  20th  (mkd).  Sewardstone,  two  on  Apr.  3rd,  one  on 
Apr.  7th  (cf n),  one  on  Dec.  6th  and  8th  (ajg  et  a/.). 

M  Bedfont,  one  on  Jan.  20th  (rrg),  Shepperton  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  24th  and 
25th  (hwe),  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  19th  and  Feb.  9th  (lab).  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.,  two  on  Apr.  7th  (cib). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one  from  Apr.  1st  to  Apr.  12th  (djm). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  6th  (pa). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  singles  on  Jan.  1st  (av)  and  Nov.  28th  (nm). 

1978  Correction. 

E  Line  5  should  read :  Singles  at  Romford  on  Nov.  5th,  not  Oct.  5th  (ag /). 


284  Nightjar 

At  least  ten  pairs  or  singing  males  were  located  but  the  sad  and  inevitable 
demise  of  birds  on  the  Surrey  heaths  has  finally  come  to  pass.  In  the  early 
1970s  at  least  eight  pairs  bred  at  six  sites,  but  the  increased  amount  of 
pressure  in  subsequent  years  in  the  shape  of  forestry  plantations,  motor¬ 
ways  and  car  parks  -  but  most  of  all  due  to  the  vast  numbers  of  the  general 
public  trampling  across  any  suitable  breeding  area  in  pursuit  of  leisure  - 
has  become  uncontrollably  more  than  these  fine  birds  can  tolerate.  In 
time  the  pattern  of  disappearing  habitats  and  birds  will  result  in  the 
Nightjar  following  the  Red-backed  Shrike  into  oblivion.  All  records  are 
given. 

E  Ongar  area,  one  pair  from  May  11th  to  July  4th,  breeding  behaviour 
noted  (im,nan). 

H  Symondshyde,  two  on  May  24th  (sb^)  and  a  pair  on  June  12th  (hnhs). 

Broxbourne  Woods,  four  churring  on  June  5th  (cib). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one  churring  in  May  (djm). 

1979  Correction. 

M  Delete  the  record  for  Canning  Town,  which  is  not  in  Inner  London  and 
insert  under  Essex. 


289  Swift 

The  first  arrival  was  on  Apr.  18th  at  Shortlands  near  Bromley  (jdh),  but 
most  areas  recorded  birds  from  late  April  onwards.  Counts  of  100  were 
recorded  at  Walthamstow  and  Staines  Reservoirs  during  the  last  week  of 
April.  Numbers  at  the  latter  locality  steadily  increased  in  early  May  to 
500  on  the  5th  and  1,000  on  the  6th  (pc/,pjs«).  Other  large  spring  counts 
included  feeding  flocks  of  1,000  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  May  23rd  and 
24th  (lvpg,jf),  up  to  600  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  May  24th  (cib)  and 
c.  500  at  Old  Slade  N.R.  on  May  28th  (mtnhs). 

Although  noted  feeding  over  the  central  London  parks  from  Apr.  28th 
until  Sept.  13th  (sb),  the  only  Inner  London  breeding  record  came  from 
New  Cross  Road,  SE14  where  at  least  one  pair  bred  (fab). 

The  return  passage  began  in  mid  July  and  was  almost  complete  by  mid 
August.  The  largest  counts  during  this  period  were  500  at  Tadworth  on 
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July  18th  (ckd,pod),  and  750  at  Dartford  Marsh  on  Aug.  6th  (pa,sws). 
Small  numbers  continued  to  be  reported  throughout  late  August  and 
into  September,  the  last  records  being  of  three  over  Hoblingwell  Wood, 
St.  Paul’s  Cray  (K),  on  Oct.  3rd  (khp)  and  one  at  Pinner  (M)  on  Oct.  19th 
(paw). 

1978  Correction. 

Delete  Line  1  Paragraph  1,  Mar.  30th  should  read  Apr.  30th  (sjg). 


291  Alpine  Swift 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  June  21st  (rl«). 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee.  This  is  the  eighth 
record  for  the  London  Area  this  century,  the  last  being  in  1977. 

293  Kingfisher 

At  least  24  pairs  were  present  during  the  breeding  season,  the  majority 
being  found  north  of  the  River  Thames. 

E  Pairs  were  successful  at  Fisher’s  Green,  Nazeing  and  Netherhall  (gjw) 
and  probably  bred  at  Curtismill  Green  (ebwps),  Navestock  (mkd),  Walt¬ 
hamstow  Res.  (ca,mkjO  and  Wanstead  (cwp). 

H  Three  pairs  bred  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  (lvpg),  two  at  Stocker’s  Lake  (trd) 
and  singles  at  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.  and  Broxboume  G.P.  (lvpg).  A 
bird  ringed  at  Potters  Bar  in  September  was  subsequently  retrapped  there 
in  a  mist  net  at  the  edge  of  a  field  some  distance  from  water  (jpw). 

M  Bred  at  Frays  River,  Denham  (pn,rbh),  Osterley  Park  (dgh)  and  present 
at  Canon’s  Lake  and  Rammey  Marsh,  Enfield  (gjw).  Osterley  Park,  a 
male  controlled  on  Apr.  20th  1980  had  been  ringed  at  Uxbridge  on  Sept. 
6th  1978. 

B  Present  at  Farlowes  Lake,  Iver  and  Wraysbury  G.P.  (jd«,pg,mjw,rrg). 
K  Bred  or  probably  bred  at  Sevenoaks  G.P.  (ah«,gfam,smm),  Ruxley  (sjg, 
drg)  and  Beckenham  (gd). 

S  Kew  Gardens,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (rbh)  and  another  pair  probably 
bred  at  Ewell  Court  (eu). 


297  Hoopoe 

E  Nazeing,  a  single  on  Apr.  14th  and  15th  (mcc,gjw  et  al.)  was  the  same 
bird  that  was  at  Rye  Meads  the  previous  day.  Royal  Albert  Dock,  one  on 
Apr.  18th  (afw). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  flew  over  on  Apr.  13th  (rmrg). 

K  Darrick  Wood,  one  in  school  grounds  on  Sept.  1 1th  remained  until  the 
17th  (pa,at,rjc  et  al.)  see  photographs  opposite. 

A  fairly  normal  showing,  three  a  year  being  the  average  over  the  last  ten 
years. 


298  Wryneck 

H  Stanstead  Abbots,  one  on  Sept.  2nd  (lvpg). 

M  Shepperton,  one  in  a  garden  fed  on  ants,  from  Sept.  2nd  to  10th  (ajh). 
B  Denham,  one  on  May  10th  (ns). 


HOOPOE,  this  bird  was  present  on  school  playing  fields  by  Darrick 
Wood,  Orpington,  Kent  Sept.  11th  to  17th  1980  (Photos  R.  J.  Chandler). 


Kjpgfc 
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As  with  Hoopoe,  three  records  a  year  are  now  the  average  showing,  since 
the  days  of  local  nesting  birds  are  now  gone.  Spring  records  probably 
reflect  either  over  shooting  birds  or  wandering  passage  birds  to  further 
north.  September  records  refer  almost  undoubtedly  to  returning  Scandi¬ 
navian  migrants. 

1979  Additional  Record. 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  30th  (lvpg). 


300  Green  Woodpecker 

Present  during  the  breeding  season  at  over  30  localities,  with  the  species 
well  reported  from  Essex,  Middlesex  and  Surrey.  Only  a  few  reports  were 
received  from  Kent  and  none  at  all  from  Inner  London  for  the  third  con¬ 
secutive  year. 

Details  of  two  comparative  studies  showing  territories  in  the  breeding 
season. 


1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

Hainault  Forest  (E)  8 

9 

8 

8 

(mkd) 

Bookham  Common  (S)  3 

1 

3 

3 

(GBf.WDM) 

302  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

No  change  in  the  status  recorded.  Found  in  over  40  localities  during  the 
breeding  season,  the  majority  being  in  Surrey.  A  bird  found  dead  in 
Osterley  Park  on  Mar.  29th,  had  been  ringed  there  on  Oct.  13th  1974 
(dmb).  Inner  London :  Holland  Park,  drumming  heard  in  April  and  early 
May  (pb,thas),  Brompton  Cemetery,  resident  (thas).  Singles  were  re¬ 
corded  in  St.  James’s  Park  on  Jan.  17th  (pjo),  and  in  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens  on  several  dates  from  Feb.  21st  to  Aug.  7th  (dab). 

Details  of  two  comparative  studies  showing  territories  in  the  breeding 
season. 


1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

Hainault  Forest  (E)  11 

12 

9 

10 

(MKD) 

Bookham  Common  (S)  2 

1 

0 

1 

(GBe.WDM) 

303  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker 

Although  present  in  about  40  localities  during  the  breeding  season,  no 
change  of  status  was  reported.  Appears  to  be  thinly  distributed  wherever 
suitable  habitat  occurs  throughout  the  area.  Inner  London:  Holland 
Park,  present  during  April  and  May  (pb,thas),  Hyde  Park  and  Kensing¬ 
ton  Gardens,  singles  on  eight  days  from  Feb.  29th  to  Sept.  18th  (dab). 

Details  of  two  comparative  studies  showing  territories  in  the  breeding 
season. 

1977  1978  1979  1980 

Hainault  Forest  (E)  3  4  3  3  (mkd) 

Bookham  Common  (S)  1  0  0  1  (GBe,  wdm) 

r 

1978  Correction. 

M  Fulham  Palace  Gardens  is  not  in  Inner  London  delete  entry  line  4. 
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311  Skylark 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  three  figure  flocks  were  reported  from 
the  following  localities:  Rainham  Marsh  and  Fairlop  G.P.  (mkd).  West 
Hyde  (je),  Bromley  Common  (gd),  Dartford  Marsh  (drg)  and  Holme- 
thorpe  S.P.  (dpc).  Autumn  passage  movements  included  207  NW  over 
Thorndon  Park  on  Oct.  12th  and  150  N  at  Thurrock  on  the  same  day 
(ebwps),  while  smaller  movements  at  the  same  time  were  noted  at 
Joyden’s  Wood,  St.  Paul’s  Cray  and  Harefield  (khp,drg,rdnhs).  At  the 
close  of  the  year  wintering  numbers  were  low,  the  largest  flocks  being  250 
at  Dartford  Marsh  in  November  and  at  Rainham  on  Dec.  27th  (drg, 
mkd).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park,  one  NE  on  Feb.  29th,  five  on  Oct.  1 3th 
(dab).  Surrey  Docks,  c.  50  in  small  flocks  on  Jan.  16th,  five  to  eight  pairs 
bred  (dam). 

312  Shore  Lark 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  25th  (gar). 

The  second  year  in  succession  one  has  appeared  and  the  eighth  record  for 
the  London  Area  this  century. 


313  Sand  Martin 

First  arrivals  were  singles  at  Amwell  G.P.  on  Mar.  24th  (lvpg)  and  Walt¬ 
hamstow  Res.,  and  Woodlands  G.P.  on  Mar.  29th  (jf,pn).  The  main 
spring  passage  took  place  in  late  April  and  early  May,  with  up  to  200  at 
Troy  Mill  G.P.  on  Apr.  22nd  and  Sevenoaks  on  May  3rd  (je,ahv).  Few 
breeding  counts  were  made  but  included  131  occupied  nest  holes  in  the 
Lea  Valley  (lvpg),  50-60  pairs  in  the  Rainham,  Hornchurch  area  (mja) 
and  250  pairs  breeding  at  Holmethorpe  S.F.  (dpc).  Return  passage  began 
in  mid  July  and  continued  until  late  September.  Large  counts  included 
800  at  Walthamstow  Res.,  on  Sept.  13th  (gbs)  and  1,500  at  Staines  Res., 
on  July  21st  increasing  to  2-3,000  on  Aug.  9th  (cww,jro).  Stragglers 
continued  to  be  reported  in  the  first  half  of  October  until  the  last  at  Rain¬ 
ham  on  Oct.  11th  (mkd)  and  Ruxley  on  Oct.  13th  (rtA). 


314  Swallow 

The  first  records  were  of  singles  at  Holmethorpe  S.P.  and  Yiewsley  on 
Apr.  2nd  (dpc,pn)  and  most  areas  reported  the  species  during  the  next 
week.  The  main  spring  passage  took  place  in  the  last  week  of  April  and 
the  first  week  of  May,  but  no  large  flocks  w'ere  recorded.  A  good  breeding 
year  was  noted  at  Ockendon  (mja),  but  otherwise  breeding  numbers  were 
little  changed  and  call  for  no  comment. 

Return  passage  began  in  late  August,  and  included  counts  of  500  at  Thur¬ 
rock  on  Sept.  21st  (drg),  Harefield  Moor  G.P.  on  Aug.  24th  (je)  and 
1,000  at  Troy  Mill  G.P.  on  Sept.  4th  (pn).  Most  birds  had  gone  by  Oct. 
20th,  apart  from  the  last  at  Bedfont  on  Oct.  26th  (rrg). 

An  aberrant  bird,  seen  with  normal  Swallows  at  Hainault  on  Sept.  6th 
had  an  off  white  rump  and  was  thought  to  be  a  hybrid  Swallow  House 
Martin  (mkd). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  two  pairs  reared  two  broods  (rhk). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1980 


59 


316  House  Martin 

Although  an  early  bird  was  seen  at  Old  Bexley  on  Mar.  12th  (drg),  the 
main  arrival  did  not  begin  until  the  first  week  of  April.  Numbers  built  up 
during  the  next  four  weeks  but  apart  from  500  at  Troy  Mill  and  600  at 
Maple  Cross  S.  F.  on  May  3 1  st  (avm,hnhs)  no  large  flocks  were  reported. 
Inner  London  breeding  was  well  reported  this  year;  West  Kensington; 
Barton  Road  four  nests,  Comeragh  Road  30  nests,  Fulham;  Harbord 
Street  six  pairs  nested  (pjs«),  Susan  Street  SE1  breeding  colony  -  number 
of  pairs  unknown.  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens;  breeding  colony 
increased  to  probably  21  nests  (13  in  1979)  at  Albert  Gate  (dam,thas). 

Autumn  passage  was  well  under  way  by  the  end  of  August  when  the 
largest  flock  of  the  season  was  reported,  500  at  Thorndon  Park  on  Aug. 
26th  (mgw).  A  pair  still  had  young  in  the  nest  at  Caterham  on  Oct.  17th 
(sh),  but  most  birds  had  departed  by  the  third  week  of  October.  There 
were  three  late  records  in  November;  one  at  Thorndon  Park  on  the  1st 
(mgw),  Crofton  Heath  on  the  19th  (pdg),  and  Maple  Cross  S.F.  on  the 
23rd  (mrg). 


320  Tree  Pipit 

The  earliest  reported  was  one  at  Headley  Heath  on  Apr.  7th  (rrg),  fol¬ 
lowed  by  others  on  Apr.  13th  and  14th  in  several  areas.  The  majority  of 
breeding  records  came  from  Essex  and  Surrey  which  may  indicate  an 
increase  in  the  former  county,  but  not  in  the  latter.  Coverage  by  observers 
was  less  this  year,  a  total  of  62  probable  breeding  pairs  from  28  localities. 
As  with  other  species,  singing  males  can  be  misleading  when  attempting 
to  assess  populations.  The  last  for  the  year  was  one  at  Rainham  on  Oct. 
18th.  Breeding  season  distribution  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  ten  pairs,  Epping  Forest,  15+  singing  males,  Hainault, 
five  pairs,  Harlow  Woods,  two  pairs  bred,  Havering,  two  pairs,  Ongar, 
six  singing  males  and  Romford,  one  pair  bred  (mkd,ag,mgw,tw,jts). 

H  Bishops  Wood,  two  singing  males  on  May  25th  (je).  Broxbourne  Wood, 
one  singing  male  on  Apr.  13th  (hnhs).  Croxley  Moor,  one  pair  bred 
(trd).  Hatfield  Park,  one  pair  in  May  (hnhs).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one 
singing  male  on  May  17th  (gcg).  Symondshyde,  several  pairs  in  May 
(hnhs).  Whippendell  Woods,  one  singing  male  on  June  2nd  (cib). 

M  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Apr.  22nd  (jpw).  Hyde  Park  and 
Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Aug.  6th  and  27th  (dab). 

K  Badgers  Mount,  three  breeding  territories  in  June  (trs).  High  Elms,  one 
pair  (rt).  Joyden’s  Wood,  two  pairs,  very  low  in  comparison  with  recent 
years  (drg). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  only  one  pair  bred,  the  reduction  of  the  breeding  popu¬ 
lation  believed  to  be  due  to  the  predation  of  singing  males  by  Kestrels 
(nm,rhbf).  Burgh  Heath,  three  pairs  bred  (ckd,pod).  Headley  Heath, 
seven  pairs  bred  (ckd,pod).  New  Addington,  one  singing  on  Apr.  30th 
(jcw).  Walton  Downs,  two  pairs  bred  and  at  Walton  Heath,  five  pairs 
bred  (ckd,pod).  Wimbledon  Common,  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully 
(rhk). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  in  addition  to  the  published  record,  there  were  nine  sing¬ 
ing  males  in  the  area  in  the  breeding  season  (ag). 
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322  Meadow  Pipit 

Breeding  season  distribution.  Inner  London  records  and  maximum 
winter  flocks  are  given. 

E  Barking,  five  pairs  bred;  Hornchurch,  two  pairs;  Rainham,  20  pairs; 
Sewardstone,  one  pair.  Maximum  of  150  at  Rainham  on  Oct.  11th 
(mkd). 

H  Croxley  Moor  and  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  single  pairs  with  young  (trd, 
mcrg). 

M  Pairs  bred  at  Bedfont,  Bushy  Park,  King  George  VI  Res.,  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.,  Staines  Moor  and  Staines  Res.  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  150  on  Dec.  28th 
(je).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on 
seven  dates  from  Mar.  16th  to  Apr.  18th  also  two  on  May  2nd.  Autumn 
passage  on  twelve  dates  from  Sept.  17th  to  Oct.  24th,  maximum  of  26  on 
Sept.  22nd  (dab). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred. 

K  Pairs  bred  at  Erith  and  Swanscombe  (gbc,pjs«).  Dartford  Marsh,  at 
least  12  pairs  attempted  to  breed  (drg). 

S  Breeding  territories  noted  at  Banstead  Downs,  Croydon  Airport,  Ham 
Fields,  Headley  Heath  and  Wimbledon  Common  (nm,lb  et  al.).  Bed- 
dington  S.F.,  150  on  Jan.  1st  (nm). 

323  Red-throated  Pipit 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  one  on  May  3rd  (m ch). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  this  is  the  second  record 
for  the  London  Area  this  century,  the  first  was  in  April  1964. 


324a  Rock  Pipit 

Away  from  the  Thames  marshes,  where  the  maximum  was  12  at  Swans¬ 
combe  on  Jan.  27th,  one  to  two  were  seen  at  several  reservoirs  from 
January  to  March.  Maxima  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  were  eight  at 
Walthamstow  Res.  on  Oct.  26th  and  five  at  the  Wm.  Girling  Res.  on 
Nov.  4th  (gjw).  Elsewhere,  one  to  three  reported  from  the  other  major 
reservoirs  from  September  to  December. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Mar.  13th  (dab). 


324b  Water  Pipit 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  12th,  Berwick  Ponds,  one  on  Dec.  23rd 
(mkd),  King  George  V  Res.,  singles  on  Mar.  22nd,  30th  and  Apr.  5th 
(jf,km  et  al.),  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  20th  (ajg). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  1 1th  (cib),  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one 
on  Jan.  6th  and  one  from  Mar.  22nd  to  30th  (gjw  et  al .),  Stocker's  Lake, 
one  on  Mar.  26th  (rrd). 

M  Harefield,  singles  on  Mar.  2nd,  16th  and  Apr.  12th  (cib,je  et  al.).  Spring- 
well,  singles  on  Jan.  5th  and  27th,  Feb.  10th,  Nov.  8th  and  16th  and  Dec. 
29th  (C1B,JE,AVM,RAP). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  singles  on  Oct.  7th  and  Dec.  13th,  three  on  Oct.  18th 
(peb,rbh).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  to  three  from  Jan.  13th  to  Apr.  3rd  and 
from  Oct.  12th  to  the  end  of  December  (sja,swg,av,cw).  Hersham  S.F., 
two  from  Jan.  27th  until  Mar.  9th,  a  maximum  of  seven  on  Nov.  8th  and 
up  to  three  until  the  end  of  the  year  (eu). 
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325  Yellow  Wagtail 

Breeding  and  Inner  London  records,  birds  having  the  characteristics  of 
the  races  Blue-headed  {flava)  and  Ashy-headed  ( cinereocapilla )  and  a  late 
record  are  given. 

E  Successful  breeding  season  reported  from  Thames  Marshes,  Aveley  to 
Beckton,  where  over  30  pairs  bred;  Lea  Valley,  over  50  pairs.  Also  bred 
at  Buckhurst  Hill,  Chigwell,  Fairlop,  Navestock  and  Upminster  (mkd, 
gjw,im  et  a/.).  Blue-headed  males  paired  with  normal  females  at  Rainham 
and  Walthamstow  Res.  (mkd,ajg>9-  Ashy-headed  male  at  Girling  Res. 
on  May  3rd  and  4th  (gjw,pjv).  A  late  migrant  was  at  Rainham  on  Nov. 
22nd  (nb). 

H  Bred  in  at  least  five  localities,  but  obviously  under  reported,  highest  con¬ 
centration  probably  Lea  Valley,  14  pairs  present  (lvpg).  A  Blue-headed 
was  at  Cheshunt  on  Apr.  30th  (gjw). 

M  Breeding  pairs  at  Harefield,  Kempton  Park,  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  Staines 
Res.,  indicates  a  slight  increase  in  the  records  from  previous  year.  A  Blue¬ 
headed  was  at  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  on  Apr.  19th  (cib).  Inner  London: 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  Apr.  21st,  28th  and  Aug. 
26th  (dab).  Regent's  Park,  three  on  Apr.  29th,  otherwise  singles  from 
Apr.  30th  to  May  16th  (jpw)  and  from  Sept.  15th  to  18th  (sb). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  pair  with  young  June  28th  (rrg).  The  only  other 
locality  with  a  possible  breeding  pair  was  Tilehouse  G.P.  (je). 

K  Status  uncertain,  only  recorded  from  Joyden's  Wood,  Thamesmead, 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  Dartford  Marsh,  Swanscombe  and  Littlebrook  G.P. 
(drg  et  a/.). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  pair  bred  (pjs«),  Beddington  S.F.,  seven  pairs  present 
but  only  a  minority  bred  successfully  (dac  et  al.),  Hogsmill  S.F.,  one  pair 
(wri).  Also  reported  from  eight  other  localities,  no  breeding  noted. 
Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks  possibly  up  to  eight  pairs  bred,  and  several 
were  double  brooded  (dam). 


327  Grey  Wagtail 

In  the  second  year  of  the  Task  Force  survey  of  this  species,  it  is  desirable 
to  mention  all  breeding  areas.  Very  widespread  outside  breeding  season, 
with  a  maximum  of  eight  at  Maple  Cross  S.F.  on  Nov.  23rd. 

E  Pairs  bred  at  Chigwell,  Girling  Res.,  Nazeing,  Romford  and  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.  (mkd,ajg^,jw  et  al.).  Also  present  at  Waltham  Abbey  but  with 
no  proof  of  success  (km). 

H  One  pair  bred  on  the  River  Colne  at  Stocker’s  Lake  and  there  were 
several  pairs  on  River  Ver  at  St.  Albans  (hb  et  al.),  others  present  at 
Park  Street  G.Ps.,  and  Troy  Mill,  without  any  sign  of  nesting  (hnhs  et  al.). 

M  Pairs  with  young  at  Arnos  Grove,  Bedfont,  Brent  Cross,  Burnt  Oak, 
Canons  Park,  Hampstead,  Kempton  and  Osterley  Park  (pjc,rrg,mjw 
et  al.).  Localities  where  breeding  was  suspected  were  Alexandra  Park, 
Brent  Street,  Edgware,  Hanworth,  Harefield,  and  Shepperton  (nb,pjc, 
je  et  al.).  Inner  London:  two  pairs  seen  with  young  in  Regent’s  Park 
(jpw).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  from  Aug.  28th  to 
Oct.  15th,  maximum  four  on  Sept.  25th  (dab). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred,  four  on  Oct.  12th  (mjw,rrg). 

K  Adults  with  young  were  seen  at  Bexley,  Bromley,  Lewisham  Hospital, 
Ruxley  and  Sevenoaks  (gd,pdg,sjg,dam).  Breeding  suspected  at  St. 
Mary  Cray  (khp). 
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S  Bred  successfully  at  Ewell,  two  pairs:  Beddington  Park,  four  pairs: 
Wilderness  Island,  River  Wandle,  one  pair.  Pairs  at  Cobham,  Holme- 
thorpe  S.P.,  Richmond  Park  and  River  Thames  at  Kew  (dac,dpc,nm, 
eu  et  ai).  Inner  London  :  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on  three  dates  from 
January  to  March,  June  15th  and  Oct.  1 1th  (dam). 


328a  Pied  Wagtail 

Roosts  or  numbers  in  excess  of  100  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Pre-roost  gatherings  of  100+  at  Riverside  Sewage  Works,  Rainham,  on 
Feb.  17th  but  no  totals  available  (jmh). 

H  Rye  Power  Station,  roost  throughout  the  year  held  a  minimum  of  229  in 
July  and  a  maximum  of  1 109  in  November  (mjb). 

M  Edmonton  S.F.,  a  roost  recently  discovered  held  550  on  Nov.  15th  and 
500  on  Dec.  30th  (gjw).  Hammersmith  Broadway  roost  held  150  in 
December  (thas)  Inner  London:  Walbrook,  EC4,  400  to  500  at  roost  on 
Mar.  7th  (wgt).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  four  pairs  bred 
(dab). 

K  Orpington  Civic  Hall,  roost  occupied  but  no  figures  available  (rjc). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  165  on  Jan.  1st  (nm). 

1979  Correction. 

M  Delete  both  records  for  Hammersmith,  January  and  December,  this  site 
is  not  in  Inner  London. 


328b  White  Wagtail 

The  spring  passage  lasted  from  Mar.  16th  until  May  5th  with  records 
from  14  localities,  maxima  of  four  at  Girling  Res.,  oh  Apr.  30th  (gjw) 
and  at  Datchet  Res.,  on  Apr.  23rd  (cdh).  There  were  two  autumn  records, 
one  on  King  George  V  Res.,  Oct.  1 1th  (cf,jf)  and  one  at  Rainham  Oct. 
4th  (mkd). 

329  Waxwing 

M  Hanwell,  three  on  Nov.  3rd  and  4th  (jwa,jllf). 

331  Wren 

An  increase  in  the  number  of  territories  held  compared  with  1979  was 
reported  from  Hainault  Forest,  Stocker's  Lake,  Osterley  Park  and 
Thorndon  Park. 

M  Inner  London :  Brompton  Cemetery,  at  least  two  pairs  bred  (thas)  :  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  bred,  21  territories  (dab,rjc,av). 

S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  between  one  and  three  pairs  in  the  breed¬ 
ing  season  (dam). 


333  Dunnock 

Inner  London:  Belgrave  Square,  five  territories  counted  in  Common 
Bird  Census  (lab).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred  31  terri¬ 
tories  (dab,rjc,av).  Surrey  Docks,  one  to  three  pairs  present  in  breeding 
season  (dam). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1980 


63 


336  Robin 

M  Inner  London:  Belgrave  Square,  three  territories  in  Common  Bird 
Census  (lab);  Brompton  Cemetery,  at  least  five  territories  (thas);  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred  25  territories  (dab,rjc,av). 

S  Bookham  Common,  33  pairs  present  compared  with  40  pairs  present  in 
1 979  and  30  pairs  in  1 978  (  wdm,gb).  Beddington  S.  F. ,  evidence  of  autumn 
passage  on  Oct.  12th  when  12  birds  were  counted  (dw,mwrw).  Inner 
London:  Surrey  Docks,  one  to  three  pairs  present  in  breeding  season 
(dam). 


338  Nightingale 

It  is  not  clear  if  this  species  has  suffered  a  serious  decline  as  in  the  case  of 
Nightjar,  or  whether  coverage  is  less  complete.  Nevertheless,  the  scarcity 
of  records  in  this  BTO  survey  year  gives  cause  for  concern. 

E  Singing  males  reported  from  Dagnam  Park,  Navestock  and  Stapleford 

(AG,EFG,AR). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  two  singing  males  in  June  (cib,dc),  Cuffley  Woods, 
one  on  May  10th  (lkw).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  two  singing  males  in 
May  (hnhs). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  juvenile  trapped  and  ringed  on  July  12th  (hrg). 

K  Biggin  Hill,  one  singing  male  present  in  May  and  June  (wjw).  Joyden’s 
Wood,  one  from  May  1st  to  June  1st  (drg).  West  Kingsdown,  a  singing 
male  on  May  18th  (wjw). 

S  Bookham  Common,  three  pairs  bred  (gb,wdm).  Princes  Coverts,  Ox- 
shott,  three  singing  males  (sbws).  Singing  males  also  reported  from 
Esher,  Ditton  Common  and  Epsom  Downs.  An  autumn  migrant  at 
Ewell  Park  Avenue  from  Aug.  23rd-26th  (mjm). 


342  Black  Redstart 

The  distribution  of  pairs  and  singing  males  in  the  breeding  season  is 
given.  Birds  seen  on  spring  passage  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Hilfield  Park  Res., 
Walthamstow  Res.,  and  on  autumn  passage  at  Brompton  Cemetery, 
Orpington  and  Surrey  Docks  (rhb,jt  et  al.).  Wintering  birds  were  seen  at 
Walthamstow  Res.,  in  February  and  December,  at  King  George  V  Res., 
in  December  (gb,pf  et  al.). 
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343  Redstart 

Only  one  pair  proved  breeding,  but  birds  were  briefly  seen  at  some  other 
possible  breeding  localities. 

E  Epping  Forest,  one  pair  at  nest,  also  at  least  three  other  singing  males 
(jf,pr,ajg>-)-  Singles  in  spring  at  Thorndon  Park  on  May  18th  and  Walt¬ 
hamstow  Res.,  on  Apr.  13th  (pf,mgw).  One  to  two  in  autumn  at  Dagnam 
Park,  Epping  Forest,  Hainault,  Havering  and  Thurrock  in  the  period 
from  Aug.  25th  to  Sept.  22nd  (ag,mkd,is  et  al.). 

H  The  only  spring  record  was  a  male  at  Stocker’s  Lake  on  Apr.  14th  (rrd). 
In  the  autumn,  singles  reported  from  Broxbourne  G.P.,  Hilfield  Park 
Res.,  Potters  Bar  and  Stocker’s  Lake  between  Aug.  7th  and  Sept.  21st 
(cib,rrd,gjw,jpw). 

M  Reported  in  autumn  only,  singles  at  Alexandra  Park  on  Sept.  10th  (dp), 
Hampstead  Heath  on  Sept.  13th  (kes),  Islington  on  Aug.  27th  (tg), 
Parliament  Hill  Fields  on  Sept.  17th  and  18th  (kes).  Queen  Mary  Res., 
on  Aug.  14th  and  25th  (hrg),  Wraysbury  Res.,  Aug.  30th  (avm,pn). 

K  Lullingstone,  a  female  on  May  17th  (wjw).  Foots  Cray  Meadow,  singles 
on  May  10th  and  Oct.  4th  (bbr,sjg). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  singles  on  May  4th  and  June  1st  (dpc).  Wimbledon 
Common,  a  singing  male  from  May  24th  to  26th  (rhk). 

1978  Correction. 

E  Line  3,  delete  Romford,  one  on  Oct.  1st  (ag /). 

1979  Additional  Records. 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  male  on  May  18th  (lvpg). 

H  Near  Smallford,  a  female  on  Sept.  4th  (sb). 

344  Whinchat 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  two  pairs  present  and  breeding  suspected  (mkd).  One 
to  two  on  spring  passage  from  Apr.  27th  to  May  10th  reported  from 
Childerditch,  Fisher’s  Green,  Sewardstone  and  Walthamstow  Res.  (mja. 
cf,gjw  et  al.).  Up  to  six  on  autumn  passage  at  11  localities  from  Aug. 
25th  to  Oct.  5th  (ajg>\jmh,im  et  al.). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  on  May  5th  was  the  sole  spring  record  (rmrg). 
Singles  in  the  autumn  at  Croxley  Moor,  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  and  at  Rye 
Meads  S.F.,  in  September  (cib,rmrg). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  3rd  then  up  to  four  at  three  other  localities 
to  May  10th  (pc/,je,rbh  et  al.).  Autumn  passage  was  from  July  10th  to 
Oct.  4th  with  maxima  of  three  at  Bedfont,  Osterley  Park  and  Shepperton 
in  late  September  (nb,hwe  et  al.).  Inner  London:  Regent's  Park,  singles 
on  Sept.  10th  and  1 1th  and  from  Oct.  6th  to  the  9th  (sb.jpw). 
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B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  two  on  Aug.  24th  and  25th  (jah,pn)  and  at  least  15  on 
Sept.  21st  (rhk). 

K  Elmers  End  S.F.,  four  on  May  26th  was  the  maximum  for  the  spring. 
Autumn  passage,  generally  up  to  three  seen  from  Aug.  30th  to  Oct.  26th 
(bbr,rjc  et  a/.),  Dartford  Marsh,  four  on  Aug.  27th,  then  up  to  three 
regularly  to  Sept.  10th  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  five  on  spring  passage  May  5th  (av),  otherwise  one  to 
three  at  four  localities  from  Apr.  30th  to  May  8th  (peb,nm  et  a/.).  The 
autumn  passage  started  in  mid-August  and  the  maximum  was  ten  at 
Beddington  S.F.,  on  Aug.  31st  (reh).  The  last  record  was  of  one  at 
Holmethorpe  S.P.,  on  Oct.  26th  (dpc).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks, 
singles  on  Sept.  9th,  22nd  and  24th  (dam). 

345  Stonechat 

At  least  14  pairs  bred  successfully  from  a  total  of  18  possible  breeding 
pairs,  which  compares  favourably  with  the  figure  in  1978.  Clearly  the 
species  appears  to  be  slowly  gaining  ground.  Wintering  birds  and  mi¬ 
grants  numbered  up  to  six  in  two  localities. 

E  Beckton,  two  pairs  bred  (cwp).  Rainham  Marsh,  three  pairs  reared  two 
or  three  broods  each  (mkd).  River  Roding,  a  pair  with  two  young 
(ebwps).  Barking  and  Walthamstow  Res.,  had  pairs  in  the  breeding 
season  with  no  nesting  success  (mkd,pf  et  al.). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  a  pair  seen  but  no  sign  of  nesting  (lvpg). 

M  Hanwell,  a  pair  present  but  breeding  not  proved  (mwp). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  (jah). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  pair  raised  two  broods  successfully  (drg).  Elmers 
End  S.F.,  one  or  two  pairs  bred  (jka). 

S  Pairs  with  young  were  seen  at  Banstead  Downs,  Epsom  Common,  Ham 
Fields  and  Wimbledon  Common  (rhk,nm,eu  et  al.).  Inner  London: 
Bermondsey,  one  on  Nov.  12th  (SB).  Surrey  Docks,  one  or  two  in  late 
September  and  October,  also  one  on  Dec.  21st  (dam). 

346  Wheater 

The  first  arrivals  were  singles  at  Bedfont  (M)  and  Rainham  Marsh  (E)  on 
Mar.  22nd,  followed  by  others  in  six  areas  the  next  day.  Up  to  four  in 
many  localities  in  late  March  until  early  April  with  ten  at  Rainham  on 
Mar.  29th.  There  were  a  few  records  in  the  second  half  of  April  but  the 
heaviest  passage  took  place  in  early  May  between  the  3rd  and  the  5th, 
with  21  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  12  at  Beddington  S.F.,  ten  at  Rainham  and 
eight  at  Harefield.  After  a  lone  bird  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  on  May  17th, 
singles  were  reported  in  early  June  from  Joyden’s  Wood  and  Stocker’s 
Lake. 

A  pair  were  discovered  with  a  nest  and  three  eggs  at  a  previous  breeding 
locality  but  it  is  not  known  if  any  young  were  reared ;  breeding  is  thought 
to  have  taken  place  at  a  further  two  sites. 

The  autumn  passage  lasted  from  July  to  October  and  was  continuous 
with  the  highest  numbers  in  the  period  mid-August  to  mid-September, 
with  a  maximum  of  eight  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  on  Aug.  22nd.  A  late  bird 
appeared  at  Staines  Res.,  on  Nov.  7th  (wm).  Individuals  of  the  Greenland 
race  ( leucorrhoa ),  occurred  at  Barn  Elms  on  May  9th  and  at  Potters  Bar 
on  Sept.  6th  and  Datchet  Res.  on  Sept.  10th.  Inner  London:  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  July  1st  and  two  on  Aug.  12th  (sb,jpw).  Surrey  Docks,  four 
on  Apr.  2nd  and  one  on  Sept.  30th  (dam). 
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359  Ring  Ouzel 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  a  male  on  May  8th  (cib,trd,rrd). 

M  Parliament  Hill  Fields,  a  male  on  Apr.  26th  (hhor).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a 
second  year  male  caught  and  ringed  on  May  3rd  and  a  first  year  male 
ringed  on  Nov.  1st  (hrg). 

K  Chislehurst,  a  female  from  May  7th  to  9th  (pdg,rb)  and  one  at  Sundridge 
Park  in  the  same  period  (bbr). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  on  Oct.  12th  (swg). 


360  Blackbird 

The  winter  maxima  and  autumn  passage  numbers,  a  ringing  record  and 
Inner  London  territories  are  given. 

E  Nazeing,  a  ring  found  in  a  pellet  from  a  Short-eared  Owl,  was  traced  to 
a  bird  ringed  at  Leigh-on-Sea,  Essex,  in  February  1979  (gjw).  Hainault, 
140  on  Nov.  29th  (mkd). 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  200  present  in  the  first  week  of  November  (rmrg). 

M  Inner  London:  one  pair  nested  between  a  girder  and  the  wall  inside 
Aldgate  Tube  Station  (rww)  :  Belgrave  Square,  six  territories  in  Common 
Bird  Census  (lab):  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  150  territories 
(dab,rjc,av). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  300+  on  Jan.  27th  (drg). 


364  Fieldfare 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  generally  low  numbers  were  noted,  the 
maxima  being  700  at  Ruxley  on  Jan.  4th  and  400  at  Bromley  Common  on 
Jan.  20th.  Otherwise  there  were  200  to  300  in  a  few  areas  until  March 
when  a  maximum  of  400  was  reported  from  Woodlands  G.P.  (B)  on  the 
25th.  April  figures  were  low  but  more  birds  lingered  into  May  than  usual, 
100  at  Batlers  Green  (H)  on  May  6th,  100  at  Hainault  on  the  9th,  38  at 
Roydon  on  the  4th,  and  singles  on  May  5th  at  Dartford  and  Osterley 
Park. 

One  at  Morden  Hall  Park  (S),  on  Sept.  19th  (ipw)  was  the  only  record  for 
that  month.  Small  numbers  at  a  few  localities  in  October  after  the  main 
arrivals  of  the  2nd  and  12th,  but  a  noticeable  influx  in  the  first  week  of 
November  and  later  widespread  flocks  of  100  reported  from  many  areas. 
At  Ockendon  (E)  1,000  passed  over  on  Nov.  14th  (mja).  Dartford  Marsh, 
450  seen  in  heavy  snow  on  Nov.  29th  (drg).  Roosts  in  December  included 
1,250  at  Cheshunt  and  580  at  Ruxley  (gjw,rt).  Inner  London:  County 
Hall,  three  flew  W  on  Jan.  24th  (pjs n).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  11th  and  two  on  Nov.  26th  (sb,dab).  Regent's 
Canal,  a  sizeable  flock  reported  roosting  from  October  to  December  but 
no  numbers  were  given  (drw). 

1979  Additional  Records. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  May  8th  (km)  is  the  second  record  for  May. 
H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  the  regular  roost  held  up  to  1,000  by  the  end  of  December 
(gjw,lvpg). 
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365  Song  Thrush 

There  was  more  evidence  of  autumn  movements  than  in  previous  years, 
and  a  higher  percentage  than  usual  with  Fieldfare  flocks  from  late  Sep¬ 
tember  to  late  November.  The  maximum  was  100  +  at  Harefield  Park  on 
Nov.  30th.  Inner  London :  Belgrave  Square,  Common  Bird  Census,  one 
territory  (lab).  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  24  territories 
(dab,rjc,av).  Surrey  Docks,  one  or  two  pairs  in  the  breeding  season 
(dam). 


366  Redwing 

The  highest  figures  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  were  300  at  Bromley 
Common  on  Jan.  20th  and  390  at  Banstead  Downs  on  Feb.  3rd.  During 
March  many  widespread  small  flocks  were  reported  with  a  maximum  of 
500  at  Ickenham  on  the  16th.  The  last  spring  sighting  was  of  two  in  Rich¬ 
mond  Park  on  Apr.  18th  (mp«).  Of  note  was  a  single  bird  in  Trent  Park 
(M)  on  July  16th  (rm),  the  third  July  record  in  the  last  ten  years.  From 
Oct.  3rd  onwards  an  influx  took  place  with  400  at  Queen  Mary  Res.  on 
the  4th,  300  at  Streatham  Common  on  the  12th  and  600  in  four  and  a  half 
hours  at  Thorndon  Park  on  the  same  day.  On  Nov.  1  st  a  roost  at  Headley 
Heath  reached  a  total  of  3,500  then  dropped  to  2,000  by  the  end  of  the 
month  and  was  abandoned  by  the  middle  of  December.  On  Nov.  14th  at 
Ockendon  1 ,000  were  present,  also  on  the  same  day  400  moved  SW  at 
Harefield,  and  500  were  regularly  roosting  in  hawthorns  in  mid- 
November  at  the  Pilgrims  Fort  Study  Centre,  Caterham  (sh).  The  last 
large  flock  reported  was  500  at  Sewardstone  on  Nov.  30th;  December 
records  did  not  exceed  these  totals.  Inner  London  records  were  very  low 
compared  with  previous  years,  the  maximum  was  40  in  Regent’s  Park  on 
Jan.  2nd  (sb). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

H  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  one  ringed  on  Oct.  29th  1977  was  caught  at  Lada,  Spain, 
on  Jan.  9th  1979  (rmrg). 


367  Mistle  Thrush 

This  species  also  participated  in  the  autumn  influx  of  thrushes,  with 
maxima  of  up  to  70  at  Osterley  Park  in  late  September  and  35  at  Walton 
on  Oct.  24th. 

Inner  London :  Brompton  Cemetery,  at  least  one  pair  bred  (thas);  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred  six  territories,  also  three  on  Sept. 
15th,  eight  on  16th  and  one  on  Oct.  10th  (dab,rjc,av). 


369  Cetti’s  Warbler 

H  In  the  Lea  Valley  one  to  three  present  throughout  the  year.  At  one 
locality  one  pair  raised  two  broods  (gjw,lvpg),  the  first  proved  breeding 
for  our  Area. 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  a  juvenile  trapped  and  ringed  on  July  12th  remained 
in  the  area  until  at  least  Sept.  13th  (hrg).  The  first  record  for  Middlesex. 
S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  one  in  January  and  February  (dpc). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  heard  on  May  13th  and  26th  and  seen  on  July 
7th  (wdm,gbc). 
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The  slow  colonization  of  the  south  of  England  continues,  increasing 
records  in  the  past  few  years  now  culminate  in  the  first  breeding  success 
for  the  London  Area.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  spread  will  continue  or 
accelerate  as  birds  move  into  the  abundant  habitat  available. 

373  Grasshopper  Warbler 

Breeding  season  records,  first  and  last  migrants  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  singing  from  May  to  August  (ag).  West  Thurrock, 
one  singing  from  April  to  June  (drg). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  reported  in  May  and  six  singing  males  on  June  5th 
and  1 7th  (hnhs).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  1 1  th  was  the  last  for  the 
year  (cib).  Lea  Valley,  four  singing  males;  at  least  one  at  Rye  Meads  in 
April,  May  and  July  (lvpg,rmrg).  Symondshyde,  one  singing  on  June 
12th  (hnhs). 

M  Inner  London  :  Hyde  Park,  one  singing  on  Apr.  13th  (dab),  was  one  of 
the  first  for  the  year. 

S  Ashtead  Common,  ten  pairs  or  singing  males  located,  of  which  four  are 
known  to  have  bred  (wri).  Epsom  Common,  three  pairs  located,  of 
which  two  are  known  to  have  bred  (wri)^  one  on  Apr.  13th  was  one  of 
the  first  for  the  year  (mjm).  Headley  Heath,  one  singing  on  June  4th  and 
9th  (ckd.pod). 

375  Savi’s  Warbler 

1979  Additional  Record. 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  one  present  from  Apr.  22nd  to  the  27th  (hpm, 
gjw  et  a/.). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee;  the  first  record  for  the 
London  Area  -  and  Hertfordshire  -  this  century.  A  few  pairs  breed 
annually  in  eastern  Kent  and  sightings  elsewhere  though  sporadic  are 
increasing. 

378  Sedge  Warbler 

Breeding  season  distribution,  Inner  London  records  and  first  and  last 
dates  are  given. 

E  Beckton,  bred  (cwp).  Berwick  Pond,  ten  pairs  (mkd).  Fisher's  Green,  30 
males  (gjw).  Hornchurch,  two  singing  males  (mkd).  Lea  Valley  reser¬ 
voirs,  18  singing  males  (gjw).  Navestock,  six  singing  males  (mkd).  Naze-, 
ing,  eight  males  (gjw).  Rainham,  12  singing  males;  Roding,  two  singing 
males  (mkd).  Thurrock,  at  least  two  pairs  (pk). 

H  In  the  Colne  Valley,  singing  males  were  present  at  Batchworth,  Cassio- 
bury  Park,  Cassio  Wharf,  Croxley  Moor,  Maple  Cross  and  Stocker's 
Lake  where  13  pairs  bred  (jrb^,trd).  The  first  birds  appeared  simultane¬ 
ously  at  Stocker's  Lake  and  Rye  Meads  S.F.  on  Apr.  12th.  In  the  Lea 
Valley  there  were  205  singing  males  and  30  pairs  bred  at  Rye  Meads 
(lvpg,rmrg). 

M  Brent  Res.,  three  territories  only,  a  marked  reduction  on  previous  years 
(lab).  Harefield  Moor  G.P.,  one  singing  male  (jrb^).  Osterley  Park,  one 
singing  on  June  13th  was  the  first  here  since  1963  (dgh).  Queen  Mary 
G.P.,  four  pairs  bred  (hrg).  Shepperton  G.P.,  one  pair  (hwe).  Spring- 
well  Lake,  12  pairs  (jd«,trd).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 
Gardens,  singles  on  Apr.  16th  and  17th  and  May  6th  and  7th  (dab). 
Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Apr.  23rd,  June  2nd  and  July  1st  (sb.jpw). 
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B  Iver,  one  of  the  first  migrants  on  Apr.  12th  (mtnhs).  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one 
on  Apr.  16th  was  retrapped  for  the  third  year  in  succession,  its  second 
year  as  an  adult  (rrg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  nine  pairs  held  territory  (drg).  Ruxley  G.P.,  at  least 
one  pair  bred  (sjg).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  bred  on  the  reserve  (ah/7). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  15  singing  males  on  several  occasions  (dac).  HamG.P., 
a  pair  feeding  recently  fledged  young  on  July  15th  (wri).  Hersham  S.F., 
one  on  Oct.  1 1th  (eu)  was  the  last  for  the  year.  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  eight 
singing  males  (dpc). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  four  on  Oct.  2nd  (lvpg)  amends  the  last  date  for 
the  year. 

381  Marsh  Warbler 

S  Locality  withheld,  one  singing  on  July  2nd. 

382  Reed  Warbler 

Breeding  season  distribution  giving  number  of  singing  males,  first  and 
last  dates  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Beckton,  Berwick  Ponds  (25),  Fisher’s  Green  (35),  Hornchurch  (2), 
Navestock  (4),  Nazeing  G.P.  (35),  Netherhall  (5),  Rainham  (35),  Rush 
Green  (4),  Sewardstone  (3)  Thurrock  (30-50),  Walthamstow  Res.  (5) 
(mkd,gjw). 

H  Cassiobury  Park  (2),  Croxley  Moor  (6),  Lea  Valley  (153,  including  68 
pairs  at  Rye  Meads),  Moor  Lane  G.P.  (10),  Park  Street,  Rickmansworth, 
Maple  Cross,  Stanborough,  and  Stocker’s  Lake  (11)  (hnhs,trd  et  al.). 
One  at  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.  on  Apr.  16th  (gjw)  was  the  first  for  the 
year.  Rye  Meads,  one  ringed  June  24th,  1978,  was  killed  by  a  catapult  in 
Mali  May  1st,  1980  (rmrg). 

M  Bedfont  G.P.  (10),  Brent  Res.  (15),  Harefield  Moor  (one).  Queen  Mary 
G.P.  (10),  Stain  Hill  Res.  (2-3).  Two  at  Bedfont  G.P.  on  Oct.  12th  (rrg) 
were  the  last  for  the  year.  Inner  London:  Kensington  Gardens,  one 
on  May  27th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept.  16th  was  caught  and 
ringed  (jpw). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.  (2)  (rrg). 

K  Bexley  (1),  Dartford  Marsh  (22),  Northfleet  (several),  Ruxley  G.P.  (8), 
Sevenoaks  G.P.,  and  Thamesmead  (sjg  et  al.). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.  (a  few),  Godstone  Town  Pond  (2),  Lonsdale  Road  Res. 
(2).  Richmond  Park  and  Walton  G.P.  (2)  (peb  et  al.). 

397  Lesser  Whitethroat 

Breeding  season  distribution,  first  and  last  dates  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  singing  male;  Curtis  Mill,  two  singing  males  (mkd). 
Fisher’s  Green,  three  singing  males  (jf).  Hainault,  two  or  three  pairs,  a 
decrease;  Havering,  one  pair;  Hornchurch,  one  singing  male  (mkd). 
Ockendon,  ‘good  breeding  year’  (mja).  Purfleet,  one  singing  male  (mkd). 
Thorndon  Park,  five  pairs  probably  bred  (mgw).  Wanstead,  ‘nested’ 
(cwp). 

H  Lea  Valley,  five  singing  males ;  one  pair  bred  at  Rye  Meads  (lvpg, rmrg). 
Stocker’s  Lake,  two  pairs  bred  (trd).  Rye  House,  one  on  Oct.  26th  was 
the  last  for  the  year  (gjw). 
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M  Alexandra  Park,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (nb n).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  at 
least  two  pairs  bred  (hrg).  Shepperton,  one  singing  on  June  18th  (hwe). 
Inner  London  :  Kensington  Gardens,  singles  on  May  1st  and  13th,  Aug. 
16th  and  Sept.  2nd  (dab).  St.  James’s  Park,  one  on  May  14th;  Lansdowne 
Road,  one  on  May  15th  (wsen).  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Sept.  4th  (sb). 

K  Bromley  Common,  up  to  three  from  June  to  September  (rspb  Bromley). 
Joyden’s  Wood,  at  least  one  pair  bred  (drg).  Thamesmead,  one  singing 
in  May  and  June  (pjs/?). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  four  pairs  of  which  one  pair  known  to  have  bred; 
Banstead  Downs,  one  pair  bred  (wri).  Bookham  Common,  three  pairs 
(gbc,wdm).  Chessington,  one  pair  bred;  Epsom  Common,  three  pairs 
and  an  unmated  male  (wri).  Ewell,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (eu). 
Headley  Heath,  four  singing  males  in  May  (pfb).  Norbury,  two  on  Apr. 
20th  were  the  first  for  the  year;  a  male  sang  from  May  18th  to  July  13th. 
but  no  sign  of  a  female  (mjn).  Surbiton,  one  singing  at  Berrylands  on  July 
7th  (sbws).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  pair  bred  (wri). 


398  Whitethroat 

Breeding  season  distribution,  first  and  last  dates,  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  three  pairs;  Curtis  Mill,  one  pair  (mkd).  Fisher's  Green, 
one  on  Oct.  2nd  (gjw)  was  the  last  for  the  year.  Hainault,  four  pairs; 
Havering,  two  pairs;  Hornchurch,  two  pairs;  Navestock,  two  pairs;  Pur- 
fleet,  two  pairs;  Rainham,  four  pairs  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park,  17  pairs 
(mgw).  Wanstead,  bred  (cwp).  Warley,  two  pairs  (mkd). 

H  Cassiobury  Park,  two  pairs  probably  bred  (rap).  Lea  Valley,  15  singing 
males  (lvpg).  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  displaying  on  June  15th  (jdmp). 

M  Hanwell,  a  singing  male  May  17th  to  June  25th  (mwp).  Harefield.  two 
pairs  in  June  (feij).  Osterley  Park,  one  singing  on  June  8th  (dgh).  Inner 
London :  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  Sept.  2nd.  two  on 
Sept.  9th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Aug.  1 1th,  15th  and  Sept.  4th 

(SB). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  five  pairs  in  June  (rrg). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  at  least  three  pairs  bred  (drg).  Bexley,  one  singing  on 
July  5th  (sjg).  Dartford  Marsh,  six  pairs  bred  (drg).  Ruxley,  one  singing 
on  July  1 3th  (sjg).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  ‘bred  on  reserve’  (ah/7).  Thamesmead. 
one  singing  on  July  18th  (pjs«).  Stone  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  13th  was  one 
of  the  first  for  the  year  (drg). 

S  Banstead  Downs,  1 4  singing  males  at  the  end  of  May  (nm).  Banstead,  one 
at  Park  Downs  on  Apr.  13th  was  one  of  the  first  for  the  year  (ccl.ksu). 
Banstead,  Walton  and  Headley  Heaths,  17  singing  males  (ckd.pod). 
Bookham  Common,  eight  pairs  bred  (gbp,wdm).  Caterham,  two  pairs  in 
June  and  July  (sh).  Epsom  Common,  at  least  ten  pairs  bred  successfully 
(eu).  Ewell  Court,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (eu). 


399  Garden  Warbler 

Breeding  season  distribution,  first  and  last  dates  and  Inner  London 
records  are  given. 

E  Epping,  four  singing  males;  Fisher’s  Green,  three  singing  males  (jf). 
Hainault,  five  singing  males;  Havering,  two  singing  males  (mkd).  Ongar. 
six  singing  males  (ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  12  pairs  (mgw).  Wanstead, 
two  nests  (cwp). 
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H  Cuffley  Park  Wood,  one  on  May  10th  and  July  5th  (sbs,lkw).  Lea  Valley, 
six  singing  males  (lvpg).  Stocker’s  Lake,  four  pairs  bred  (trd).  Whippen- 
dell  Woods,  one  on  June  26th  (jrbs). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  on  May  7th, 
two  on  July  31st  and  Aug.  1st,  singles  on  Aug.  16th,  28th  and  Sept.  1st 
(dab).  Regent’s  Park,  one  singing  on  June  26th  (jpw). 

K  Foots  Cray  Woods,  one  singing  on  May  18th  and  June  22nd  (sjg).  Joy- 
den’s  Wood,  four  or  five  pairs  (drg).  Ruxley,  two  singing  and  young  seen 
(sjg). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  two  singing  on  June  8th  (crac).  Banstead  Downs, 
nine  singing  males  on  May  29th  and  30th  (nm).  Beddington  Park,  one 
singing  on  June  18th  (dw).  Bookham  Common,  seven  pairs  (gbc,wdm). 
Epsom  Common,  two  pairs  (eu).  Norbury,  one  on  Apr.  20th  (mjn)  was 
the  first,  and  one  at  Tadworth  on  Sept.  29th  (ckd,pod)  the  last  for  the 
year.  Walton  Heath,  one  pair  bred  successfully  (ckd,pod). 

400  Blackcap 

Changes  in  the  breeding  status,  winter  records  for  January,  February, 
November  and  December  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Epping,  one  in  December  (lc).  Forest  Gate,  single  males  in  January  and 
December  (pf).  Hainault,  30  pairs,  an  increase ;  Havering,  1 2  to  15  pairs, 
an  increase  (mkd).  Hornchurch,  a  male  in  December  (as).  Thorndon 
Park,  24  pairs,  an  increase  (mgw).  Warley,  a  male  on  Jan.  27th  (mgw). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  singles  on  Jan.  20th  and  Nov.  8th  (mcrg). 

M  North  Harrow,  a  male  on  Jan.  1st  (hhs).  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  a  male  caught 
and  ringed  on  Jan.  26th  (hrg).  Ruislip,  a  first  year  male  caught  and 
ringed  in  Keswick  Gardens  on  Dec.  21st  (rdnhs).  Inner  London:  Hyde 
Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  eight  territories  (dab,rjc,av). 
Regent’s  Park,  at  least  one  pair  bred  (jpw).  Holland  Park,  a  singing  male 
but  date  not  given  (peb). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one  on  Nov.  23rd  (mtnhs). 

K  Beckenham,  one  on  Dec.  20th  (gaa).  Green  Street  Green,  one  on  Jan. 
19th  (tjt).  West  Wickham,  a  male  on  Dec.  23rd  (rspb  Bromley). 

S  Coulsdon,  one  in  a  garden  from  Feb.  10th  to  Mar.  10th  (rhk).  Esher,  a 
male  on  Feb.  7th  (mt).  Raynes  Park,  one  on  Feb.  26th  (djb). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  a  female  caught  and  ringed  on  Dec.  1st  (hrg); 


408  Wood  Warbler 

E  Hainault  Forest,  one  pair  (mkd).  South  Weald,  one  singing  on  May  18th 
(ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  a  singing  male  on  May  10th,  June  1st  and  7th 
(mkd, mgw). 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  singing  on  May  18th  (pjcr). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  singles  on  July  10th  and  Aug.  14th  (dpjO-  Hampstead 
Heath,  a  singing  male  from  June  3rd  to  9th  (kes).  Kenwood,  one  on  June 
4th  (hhor).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Aug.  13th  and  28th 

(SB,JPW). 

K  Darrick  Wood,  Orpington,  a  male  on  May  24th  (rjc).  Pett's  Wood,  a 
male  on  May  5th  (rspb  Bromley). 

S  Ashtead  Forest,  one  singing  on  Apr.  23rd  (wri).  Banstead  Downs,  one 
on  May  1 1th  (nm).  Esher,  a  male  at  Fairmile  on  June  20th  (wri).  Headley 
Heath,  singles  singing  on  Apr.  27th  and  June  16th  (swg,rrg).  Holme- 
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thorpe  S.P.,  one  on  May  10th  (dpc).  Kingswood,  one  carrying  nesting 
material  on  May  1 1th  at  Margery  Wood;  Walton  Heath,  a  male  singing 
on  May  11th  (wri). 


409  Chiffchaff 

During  the  winter  months  there  were  records  of  nine  birds  from  four 
localities  in  January,  11  birds  from  eight  localities  in  February,  eight 
birds  from  five  localities  in  November  and  nine  birds  from  six  localities 
in  December.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  the  spring  passage  consisted  of  one 
to  four  almost  daily  from  Apr.  18th  to  May  8th;  and  autumn  passage  of 
one  to  four  almost  daily  from  Aug.  7th  to  Sept.  30th  (dab).  Regent’s 
Park,  first  seen  on  Mar.  31st,  one  singing  on  June  26th,  last  seen  on  Oct. 
7th  (sb,jpw).  Belgrave  Square,  one  on  Apr.  1 1th  (lab). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  20th  (hrg),  is  an  addition  to  the  number 
of  wintering  birds  and  localities. 


410  Willow  Warbler 

Some  estimates  of  breeding  populations,  first  and  last  dates  and  Inner 
London  records  are  given. 

E  Hainault,  60  pairs;  Havering,  25  pairs  (mkd). 

H  Lea  Valley,  52  singing  males  (lvpg).  Rye  Meads,  one  on  Sept.  28th 
(rmrg)  was  the  last  date  for  the  year. 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  caught  and  ringed  on  Mar.  29th  was  the  first  for 
the  year  (hrg).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  the 
spring  passage  averaged  one  to  four  on  nine  dates  from  Apr.  14th  to  May 
1st;  and  autumn  passage  from  July  21st  to  Sept.  19th,  almost  daily  with 
maxima  of  14  on  Aug.  27th  and  1 1  on  Aug.  12th  with  the  main  passage  in 
the  period  from  Aug.  6th  to  28th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  three  on  Apr.  9th 
and  one  on  Sept.  16th  (sb). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  30+  territories  in  June,  but  poor  breeding  success  due 
to  heavy  rain  (drg). 

S  Banstead  Heath,  21  pairs  bred  on  45  acres  (rhbf).  Headley  Heath,  30 
territories  (pfb).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  20  singing  birds  in  summer  (dpc). 
Crossways  Nursery,  Purley,  one  on  Sept.  28th  was  also  on  the  last  date 
for  the  year  (cf). 

1979  Correction. 

M  Delete  the  record  for  Ravenscourt  Park,  Hammersmith,  on  May  9th, 
this  site  is  not  in  Inner  London. 


411  Goldcrest 

Inner  London  records  only  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  to  three  recorded  on  ten  dates 
from  Aug.  29th  to  Nov.  18th  (dab,rhk).  Regent’s  Park,  five  to  six  daily 
from  Sept.  18th  to  the  end  of  October  (jpw).  Lansdowne  Road,  Wll, 
seen  on  several  occasions  (wsen). 

S  George  Row,  Bermondsey,  one  on  Oct.  22nd  (pjs/j).  Southwark  Park, 
one  on  Sept.  29th  (pjs ri). 
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412  Firecrest 

E  At  one  locality  a  male  singing  on  May  17th,  June  7th  and  21st  was  joined 
by  a  second  on  June  7th  (mkd).  At  another  locality  a  pair  with  three 
young  were  seen  on  July  5th,  a  pair  on  July  26th,  an  adult  on  Aug.  27th 
and  two  adults  on  Sept.  13th  (tw).  Thorndon  Park,  one  on  Jan.  6th 
(mgw). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  on  Oct.  28th  (cib). 

M  Kempton  Park  Res.,  one  trapped  and  ringed  on  Oct.  18th  (hrg).  Inner 
London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Mar.  27th  and  Apr.  22nd,  two  on  May 
9th,  singles  on  May  13th  and  June  2nd  (jpw). 

B  Old  Slade  N.R.,  one  present  from  Jan.  30th  to  Mar.  29th  (mtnhs  et  a/.). 
K  St.  Paul’s  Cray,  one  at  Hoblingwell  Wood  on  Apr.  8th  (khp). 

S  Pilgrims  Fort  Study  Centre,  Caterham,  a  male  caught  and  ringed  on  Apr. 
25th  (sh,ejt).  Kew  Gardens,  one  on  Dec.  22nd  was  still  present  in  January 
1981  (rbh). 

The  spread  of  the  Firecrest  as  a  breeding  bird  has  now  reached  the 
London  Area.  After  several  suspected  attempts  in  recent  years  this  is  the 
first  known  success;  a  welcome  addition  to  the  avifauna  of  the  Area  and 
hopefully  one  that  can  be  maintained. 

1979  Additional  Records. 

M  Queen  Mary  G.P.,  a  female  caught  and  ringed  on  May  12th  and  another 
on  June  2nd  (hrg). 


413  Spotted  Flycatcher 

The  largest  number  of  pairs  reported  was  12  at  Hainault,  Essex  (mkd). 
First  and  last  dates  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  five  terri¬ 
tories;  one  to  four  on  passage  on  11  dates  from  Aug.  7th  to  Sept.  4th 
(dab,rjc,av).  Belgrave  Square,  one  territory  (lab).  Brompton  Cemetery, 
up  to  three  on  autumn  passage  (thas).  Buckingham  Palace  Gardens, 
bred  (sc/?).  St.  George’s  Gardens,  WC1,  one  pair  attempted  to  nest  but 
failed  (sc/?). 

S  Headley  Heath,  one  on  May  3rd  (dd)  was  the  first  and  one  at  Barn  Elms 
Res.,  on  Oct.  3rd  (rbh)  was  the  last  for  the  year. 


416  Pied  Flycatcher 

E  Dagnam  Park,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (ag).  Valentine’s  Park,  Ilford,  two  on 
Aug.  28th,  singles  on  Sept.  6th  and  17th  (rwp).  Hainault,  one  on  Aug. 
18th;  Havering,  one  on  Aug.  28th,  two  on  Sept.  20th  (mkd). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (cib).  Rye  House  Marsh,  one  on 
Sept.  22nd  (hnhs). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  single  birds  on  May  9th,  Aug.  21st,  30th  and  Sept. 
4th  (hhor).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  a  female  on  Apr.  28th;  one  on 
Aug.  27th  and  28th  and  Sept.  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  (sb,jpw). 

K  Chislehurst  Common,  a  male  on  May  4th;  Sidcup,  a  male  on  May  3rd; 

Pett’s  Wood,  one  on  Aug.  28th  (rspb  Bromley). 

S  Epsom  Downs,  one  on  Sept.  4th  (ckd,pod).  Surbiton,  one  in  a  garden  at 
Grand  Avenue  on  Aug.  28th  (jet). 
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417  Bearded  Tit 

E  Berwick  Pond,  one  on  Dec.  13th  (mja).  Harlow,  three  on  Feb.  12th  (tw). 
Rainham,  three  on  Dec.  27th  (mkd).  Walthamstow  Marsh,  a  male  and 
female  on  Apr.  12th  and  a  male  on  May  3rd;  none  subsequently  as  the 
reeds  were  burned  (gb^gjw).  West  Ham,  two  males  on  Nov.  25th  (dmj). 
West  Thurrock,  two  April/May  did  not  stay  later  (jdh). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  five  on  Nov.  8th  (mcrg).  Rye  Meads,  ten  on  Jan.  1 3th, 
six  on  Feb.  17th  and  two  on  Mar.  1st  then  from  Oct.  12th  to  the  end  of 
the  year,  seven,  all  of  which  were  caught  and  ringed  (rmrg).  Stanstead 
Abbots  G.P.,  seven  in  November,  six  in  December  (hnhs). 

M  Brent  Res.,  15+  on  Oct.  19th  about  half  of  which  were  males  (aw/). 

Enfield,  a  male  at  Ramney  Marsh  on  Oct.  25th  (gjw). 

K  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  two  on  Oct.  19th  and  20th  (ah«).  Swanscombe  Marsh, 
two  on  Aug.  25th  (drg). 


418  Long-tailed  Tit 

Two  cases  of  early  breeding  activity.  Inner  London  records  and  a  ringing 
recovery  are  given. 

E  Thorndon  Park,  a  pair  nest  building  which  was  later  destroyed  on  Feb. 
17th  (mgw).  Wanstead  S.F.,  one  controlled  on  Nov.  9th  had  been  ringed 
at  Walberswick,  Suffolk,  on  Oct.  14th,  1978  (cwp).  See  also  LBR  44  :  71 . 
M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  seven  on  Dec.  16th  were  the  first  seen  here 
since  the  cold  weather  in  the  1978/79  winter  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  eight 
seen  regularly  from  Oct.  30th  (sb).  Lansdowne  Road,  W1 1,  five  on  Dec. 
21st  ( wsen). 

S  Epsom,  a  pair  feeding  young  in  nest  on  Mar.  25th  (rhbf). 


419  Marsh  Tit 

Unfortunately  only  a  small  amount  of  information  received  except  for 
Essex  and  Surrey  for  which  the  pairs  reported  are  given.  There  were  no 
Inner  London  records. 

E  Beachet  Wood,  one  pair  (im).  Curtismill,  one  pair  (dsb).  Greensted,  one 
pair  (im).  Hainault,  12  pairs;  Havering,  three  pairs  (mkd).  North  Weald, 
one  pair;  Toot  Hill,  one  pair  (im). 

S  Ashstead  Common,  one  pair;  Ashstead  Forest,  one  pair  (wri).  Banstead 
Woods,  one  pair;  Headley  Heath,  Nower  Wood,  one  pair  (rhbf).  Kings- 
wood  and  Walton  Heath,  three  or  four  pairs;  Littleheath,  one  pair  (wri). 
Perrotts  Wood,  one  pair  (rhbf). 


420  Willow  Tit 

Breeding  season  distribution  is  given.  There  were  no  Inner  London 
records. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  one  pair;  Curtismill,  two  pairs;  Hainault,  three  pairs, 
one  of  which  is  known  to  have  bred;  Havering,  three  pairs,  one  of  which 
is  known  to  have  bred;  Ongar,  one  pair  (mkd).  Thorndon  Park,  one  pair 
bred  (mgw).  Waltham  Abbey,  bred  (jf). 

H  Broxbourne  and  Cheshunt  G.P.,  present  in  the  breeding  season  (gjw). 
Chorleywood,  a  nest  found  on  Apr.  13th;  Stocker's  Lake,  two  pairs  bred 
(trd). 

M  Bayhurst  Wood,  one  pair  bred  successfully;  Ruislip  woods,  four  broods 
on  June  21st;  West  Ruislip  Golf  Course,  a  pair  on  Apr.  6th  (je). 
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K  Crofton  Heath,  a  pair  on  Apr.  7th  (rspb  Bromley).  Lullingstone,  four 
pairs  in  May  and  June,  young  seen  (wjw).  Orpington,  a  family  party  in 
early  June  (rjc). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  four  on  Apr.  23rd  (wri).  Bookham  Common,  one 
pair  (gbp, wdm).  Caterham,  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully  (sh).  Copse 
Hill  G.C.,  one  pair;  Epsom  Common,  a  family  party  on  May  30th; 
Leatherhead  Common,  a  pair  on  Apr.  13th;  Oxshott,  three  or  four  pairs 
at  60  Acre  Wood  on  Apr.  4th;  Prince’s  Coverts,  three  or  four  pairs  and 
one  nest  found;  Stoke  Wood,  one  pair  carrying  food  on  May  18th; 
Walton  Heath,  one  pair  excavating  a  nest  hole  on  Apr.  6th  (wri). 


422  Coal  Tit 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  seven  territories  (dab). 
Brompton  Cemetery,  bred  (thas). 


423  Blue  Tit 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  55  territories  (dab,rjc,av). 
Belgrave  Square,  three  territories  (lab).  Brompton  Cemetery,  bred 
(thas). 


424  Great  Tit 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  27  territories  (dab, rjc, av). 

Belgrave  Square,  one  territory  (lab).  Brompton  Cemetery,  bred  (thas). 
S  Surrey  Docks,  one  pair  in  the  breeding  season  (dam). 


425  Nuthatch 

Only  a  little  information  received,  clearly  the  figures  below  do  not  repre¬ 
sent  a  true  picture  of  the  birds’  status  in  the  London  Area.  The  number 
of  pairs  and  localities  in  the  breeding  season  is  summarized.  There  were 
no  Inner  London  records. 

E  14  pairs  from  six  localities  and  in  addition  described  as  very  numerous 
in  Epping  Lorest. 

M  12  pairs  from  six  localities. 

K  Two  pairs  at  one  locality. 

S  1 1  pairs  from  eight  localities. 


427  Treecreeper 

Very  little  information  received.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 
M  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  two  territories  (dab). 

430  Golden  Oriole 

H  Northaw  Great  Wood,  a  male  on  May  24th  (hnhs). 
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432  Red-backed  Shrike 

E  Wanstead  S.F.,  an  immature  trapped  and  ringed  on  Nov.  1st  (cwp). 

An  extreme  date  for  the  London  Area,  but  not  however  without  prece¬ 
dent  in  the  south  of  England  as  a  whole.  Late  passage  is  often  indicative 
of  birds  originating  in  the  eastern  part  of  their  range. 


434  Great  Grey  Shrike 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  singles  on  Oct.  25th  and  from  Dec.  23rd  into  January, 
1981  (CA,RLrt). 

H  Broxbourne  Woods,  one  on  Jan.  20th  (sbs).  Cheshunt  G.Ps.,  one  from 
Dec.  21st  into  January,  1981  (ejb,whfb). 

S  Banstead,  one  at  Park  Downs  on  Feb.  15th  (lr).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on 
Dec.  7th  and  21st  (swg,jcw). 

436  Jay 

Very  little  information  received.  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park/Kensington  Gardens,  two  territories  (dab).  Brompton  Ceme¬ 
tery,  two  pairs  bred,  up  to  eight  seen  in  winter  (thas). 


437  Magpie 

Parties  of  30  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  50  on  Dec.  26th  (ag).  Hainault,  55  on  Sept.  19th  (mkd). 
Sewardstone,  20-30  in  December  (jf). 

M  Bedfont,  30  +  on  Apr.  27th  (rrg).  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park/Kensington 
Gardens,  bred,  seven  territories  (dab,rjc,av).  Regent’s  Park,  a  party  of 
15  on  Jan.  24th  (sb).  Brompton  Cemetery,  up  to  three  regularly  (thas). 
Edwards  Square,  W8,  one  on  Dec.  20th ;  Lansdowne  Road,  W 1 1 ,  one  on 
Dec.  21st;  St.  James’s  Park,  one  for  most  of  year  (wsen). 

S  Surrey  Docks,  a  pair  in  the  breeding  season  (dam). 

439  Chough 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  flying  with  a  small  flock  of  black-headed  gulls  on 
Aug.  26th  (rme). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  one  flying  with  Jackdaws  on  May  18th  (Rw). 

Two  records  -  doubtless  escapes  -  in  one  year  is  indeed  surprising. 

440  Jackdaw 

Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Hyde  Park,  four  flying  NE  on  Mar.  4th  (dab).  Regent's  Park,  singles  on 
Mar.  26th,  Apr.  10th,  Oct.  21st,  and  two  on  Sept.  30th  (sb). 


441  Rook 

Details  of  rookeries  reported  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Curtismill,  23  pairs  (ebwps).  Hill  Hall,  75-80  nests  (mkd).  Ockendon. 
two  nests  (mja).  Roding  Valley,  152  nests  in  nine  rookeries;  Theydon 
Bois,  13  nests;  Theydon  Garnon,  33  nests  (mkd). 
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H  Bucks  Hill,  60  nests  (je). 

M  Kempton  Park,  a  new  rookery  of  four  or  five  nests  (dp).  Inner  London : 

Regent’s  Park,  singles  on  Mar.  31st  and  Apr.  2nd  (sb). 

B  Wraysbury  G.P.,  120+  nests  (rrg). 

S  Gatton  Bottom,  51  nests  (rhbf).  Langley  Vale,  three  nests  (rhbf).  Lower 
Kingswood,  16  nests  (rhbf).  Walton  Downs,  38  nests  (ckd,pod).  West 
Humble,  five  nests  (raf). 

442a  Carrion  Crow 

Gatherings  of  200  or  more  and  Inner  London  breeding  season  records 
are  given. 

E  Rainham,  200  on  July  8th  (jmh).  Walthamstow  Res.,  200  at  roost  on  Feb. 
9th  (jf). 

M  Kenwood,  600  at  pre-roost  gathering  on  Dec.  30th  (kes).  Inner  London : 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  18  territories  (dab,rjc,av). 
Belgrave  Square,  one  territory  (lab).  Brompton  Cemetery,  two  pairs 
bred  (thas).  Mecklenburgh  Square,  WC1,  one  pair  bred  (sc). 

K  Beckenham,  Eden  and  Langley  Parks,  210  on  May  5th,  300  on  Dec.  24th 
(gd,rspb  Bromley). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  200+  on  Sept.  30th  (mjn).  Wimbledon  Common,  225 
on  Nov.  2nd  and  1,000  at  roost  in  December  (crac,bam).  Inner  London : 
Surrey  Docks,  three  to  five  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (dam). 


442b  Hooded  Crow 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Mar.  20th  and  Apr.  6th  (cib,rrd). 


443  Raven 

1978  Additional  Record. 

E  South  Harlow,  two  flew  N  on  Oct.  28th  (kjc). 

A  surprising  record,  especially  of  two.  Unfortunately,  the  record  is 
clouded  by  the  fact  that  possibilities  of  escapes  are  not  ruled  out.  The  last 
record  was  in  1975. 


444  Starling 

Large  roosts  outside  of  Inner  London  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  5,000  on  June  26th  (mcrg).  Potters  Bar,  one  ringed  on 
Jan.  19th  was  found  dead  in  Lithuanian  SSR,  on  Apr.  13th  (jpw).  Inner 
London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  thirty-five  nests  (dab). 
M  Bedfont,  5,000+  in  January  (rrg). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  5,000  in  early  August  (drg). 

S  Walton-on-Thames,  20,000  in  October  and  November  (co). 


446  House  Sparrow 

No  information  received  for  Inner  London.  The  only  figures  for  flocks 
received  are  given. 

E  Hornchurch,  3,000  at  roost  on  Nov.  8th  (mkd).  Romford,  466  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  530  at  roost  in  December  (yoc). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  2,000  on  Sept.  26th  (pjs n). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  400  on  July  1 1th  (swg). 
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448  Tree  Sparrow 

Flocks  of  100  or  more  are  given.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records. 

E  Berwick  Ponds,  150  on  Dec.  20th  (mkd).  Roydon  G.P.,  200  on  Apr.  26th 
(gjw). 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  200  on  Jan.  1st  (gjw). 

K  Bromley  Common,  220  on  Nov.  30th  (rspb  Bromley). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  100+  on  Jan.  13th,  152  on  Mar.  9th  and  120  on  Nov. 
23rd  (swg,dw,mwrw,av).  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  100  on  Apr.  12th  (jcw). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  200  on  Dec.  29th  (lvpg). 

451  Chaffinch 

Flocks  of  100  or  more,  Inner  London  records  and  ringing  recoveries  are 
given. 

E  Rainham,  100  on  Jan.  1st  (dsb);  150  on  Dec.  20th,  100  on  Dec.  23rd 
(mkd). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  ringed  on  Jan.  19th  was  recovered  in  Sweden  on 
June  25th,  1980;  one  controlled  on  Jan.  26th  had  been  ringed  at  Heligo¬ 
land  on  Mar.  23rd,  1979;  200  on  Jan.  27th  (mcrg). 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  six  territories 
(dab,rjc,av).  Brompton  Cemetery,  probably  bred  (thas). 

B  Denham,  100  at  Savay  Farm  on  Jan.  6th  (je). 

K  Broadness,  100  on  Jan.  9th  (lfw).  Pett’s  Wood,  1 10  on  Mar.  16th  (khp). 
Shoreham,  150+  on  Dec.  24th  (jdh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  140  on  Mar.  19th  (swg).  Thorpe  Water  Park,  100  on 
Jan.  13th  (dkjw).  Walton  Downs,  100+  on  Oct.  22nd  (ckd,pod). 


452  Brambling 

Fairly  common  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  with  reports  from  36  locali¬ 
ties,  the  last  being  on  May  5th.  All  the  flocks  of  100  or  more,  given  below, 
were  seen  in  this  period.  The  first  autumn  reports  were  from  Oct.  4th,  but 
scarcer  than  earlier  in  the  year  with  reports  from  only  16  localities  and  no 
flocks  larger  than  60.  There  were  no  Inner  London  records.  Flocks  of  100 
or  more  and  a  ringing  recovery  are  given. 

E  Fisher’s  Green  G.P.,  190+  on  Feb.  24th  (gjw). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  one  ringed  on  Jan.  27th  was  recovered  in  Sweden  on 
May  6th,  1980;  100  on  Apr.  6th  (mcrg). 

M  Kempton  Park,  up  to  100  in  March  (hrg). 

K  Crossness  S.F.,  100+  with  Chaffinches  on  Jan.  29th  (pjs/7). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  150+  on  Jan.  13th  and  1 10  on  Feb.  17th  (swg  et  al.). 


455  Greenfinch 

Flocks  of  100  or  more,  Inner  London  records  and  a  large  number  ringed 
are  given. 

H  Batlers  Green,  1,000  in  September,  250+  on  Oct.  13th  (hnhs).  Batch- 
worth,  170+  on  June  21st  (avm).  Potters  Bar,  2,224  ringed  by  observer 
during  the  year,  including  499  in  March  and  556  in  December  (jpw).  Rye 
Meads,  150  at  roost  in  November  and  December  (rmrg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  bred,  13  territories 
(dab,rjc,av). 
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K  Joyden’s  Wood,  200+  on  Mar.  9th  and  16th  (drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  up  to  300  in  August;  300  on  Oct.  5th  (swg,av).  Tad- 
worth,  100  +  on  Apr.  28th  (ckd,pod).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  two 
to  five  pairs  bred  (dam). 


456  Goldfinch 

Flocks  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Fisher’s  Green,  1 50  on  Oct.  2nd  (gjw).  Rainham,  100  on  Aug.  1 3th,  30th 
and  Sept.  27th  (mkd).  Sewardstone,  100  in  September  (jf). 

H  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  100  on  Sept.  27th  and  28th  (mcrg). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  to  four  re¬ 
corded  on  many  dates  in  January,  February,  April,  May,  July,  September 
and  October  (dab).  Brompton  Cemetery,  flocks  of  up  to  20  included 
immatures,  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (thas). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  160  on  Sept.  28th.  Littlebrook  G.P.,  100+  on  Sept.  3rd 
(drg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  100+  in  early  August  (swg).  Inner  London:  Surrey 
Docks,  breeding  population  of  five  to  ten  pairs ;  after  the  breeding  season 
flocks  of  up  to  50  from  August  to  December,  but  250  on  Sept.  11th,  300 
on  Sept.  15th,  150  on  Sept.  20th  and  200  on  Sept.  24th  (dam).  Rother- 
hithe,  five  on  July  14th  near  the  Surrey  Docks  (SB).  Congreve  St.,  SE17, 
a  pair  suggesting  breeding  behaviour  on  July  14th  (pjs/7). 


457  Siskin 

Widespread  at  both  ends  of  the  year  in  parties  of  up  to  50.  Details  of  the 
larger  parties  are  given.  The  last  date  in  spring  was  Apr.  27th  and  the  first 
autumn  arrivals  were  noted  on  Oct.  4th.  There  were  no  Inner  London 
records. 

E  Fisher's  Green,  125  on  Dec.  6th  (gjw). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  100  on  Feb.  4th  (hb)  and  100  on  Dec.  31st  (trd). 

B  Black  Park,  up  to  100  in  January  and  February,  and  up  to  150  in  March 
(je,avm,rey,mtnhs). 


458  Linnet 

Flocks  of  100  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  200  on  Jan.  20th,  140  on  Feb.  3rd,  100  on  Aug.  30th  and  Sept. 
20th,  250  on  Oct.  4th,  100  on  Nov.  1st,  200  on  Nov.  8th,  250+  on  Dec. 
23rd  (mkd,pk,ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  500+  on  Aug.  24th,  300  on  Aug. 
31st  (mgw).  Walthamstow  Res.,  150  on  Mar.  1st  and  13th,  300  on  Mar. 
25th  (CA,AJGJ’). 

H  Batlers  Green,  100+  on  Oct.  13th  (hnhs).  Cheshunt  G.P.,  250  on  Mar. 

4th  (gjw).  Mill  End,  100  on  Dec.  31st  (trd). 

M  Bedfont,  100+  on  Jan.  20th  (rrg).  Brent  Res.,  100+  on  Oct.  12th  (aw/). 
Osterley  Park,  100  January  to  April  (dgh).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  200  on  Aug. 
31st  (je).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  singles 
flying  over  on  Apr.  10th,  1 5th  and  28th,  May  8th,  Sept.  30th  and  Dec.  4th 
(dab). 

K  Broadness,  200  on  Jan.  9th  (lfw).  Bromley  Common,  340  on  Sept.  21st 
(rspb  Bromley).  Dartford  Marsh,  100+  on  Jan.  13th  (khp),  and  220  on 
Aug.  21st  (drg).  Sevenoaks  G.P.,  300  on  Oct.  12th  (aeh). 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  100  on  July  16th  (peb).  Beddington  S.F.,  100  on  Apr. 
13th,  150  on  Sept.  21st  (dac,swg).  Headley  Heath,  150+  on  Sept.  13th 
(ckd,pod).  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  40  on  Jan.  9th,  25  on  Jan.  20th ; 
five  to  ten  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  and  family  parties  seen;  20  on 
Sept.  11th  and  20th,  100  on  Sept.  30th,  20+  on  Oct.  30th,  40  on  Dec.  12th 
(dam). 


459  Twite 

E  Rainham,  five  on  Jan.  5th,  16  on  Jan.  12th,  15  on  Feb.  2nd,  20  on  Feb. 
3rd,  25  on  Mar.  7th;  four  on  Oct.  18th,  14  on  Nov.  8th,  10  on  Nov.  29th, 
18  on  Dec.  6th,  six  on  Dec.  20th,  10  on  Dec.  23rd  and  35  on  Dec.  27th 
(mkd,ajg,pk). 

460  Redpoll 

Flocks  of  100  or  more,  all  Inner  London  records  and  the  few  breeding 
records  submitted  are  given. 

E  Epping  Forest,  15  pairs  in  the  north  end  of  the  forest  (jf).  Hainault,  100 
on  Jan.  5th,  120  on  Feb.  20th  and  up  to  200  in  March,  100+  on  Apr.  5th 
(mkd).  Harlow,  100  in  April  (ebwps).  Thorndon  Park,  200  in  February, 
700  on  Mar.  30th;  five  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (mgw, ebwps). 

H  Rye  Meads,  six  pairs  bred  (rmrg). 

M  Alexandra  Park,  probably  one  pair  bred  (apbr).  Hampstead  Heath,  159 
on  Feb.  29th;  at  least  three  pairs  bred  (ices).  Ruislip,  100  in  Park  Wood 
on  Mar.  29th  (je).  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens, 
one  to  four  on  nine  dates  from  Mar.  3rd  to  May  7th;  one  on  July  15th, 
seven  on  Sept.  22nd,  one  on  Sept.  30th  and  three  on  Oct.  15th  (dab). 

K  Bromley  Common,  180  on  Feb.  24th,  130  on  Apr.  27th  (rspb  Bromley, 
gd).  Green  Street  Green,  one  pair  bred  (wjw).  Joyden's  Wood,  100  on 
Mar.  9th  and  Apr.  6th,  300  on  Apr.  20th  (drg).  Orpington,  100  on  Feb. 
26th,  120  on  Mar.  2nd  (rjc).  Pett’s  Wood,  320  on  Jan.  12th,  150  on  Mar. 
22nd  (khp). 

S  Esher  Common,  130  on  Mar.  5th  (dkjw).  Headley  Heath,  150  on  Mar. 
19th,  100  on  Oct.  9th  (rrg).  New  Malden,  Blakes  Avenue,  12  including 
several  young  birds  on  July  10th  (sbws).  Richmond  Park  and  Wimbledon 
Common,  present  during  the  breeding  season  (peb).  Walton  Heath, 
100+  on  Apr.  4th  (ckd,pod).  Inner  London:  Surrey  Docks,  singles  on 
Jan.  1st,  Sept.  30th  and  Nov.  20th  (dam). 

463  Crossbill 

H  Moor  Park,  an  immature  on  Aug.  11th  and  18th  (hnhs). 

B  Black  Park,  reported  on  a  number  of  dates  from  Jan.  5th  to  Mar.  1st, 
maxima  of  15  on  Jan.  7th  and  12  on  Feb.  18th  (jd/7,je,avm,mtnhs).  Old 
Slade  N.R.,  one  flying  over  on  Dec.  2nd  (ns). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  singles  on  Jan.  20th  and  27th,  four  on  Feb.  10th,  six  on 
Mar.  9th,  four  on  Mar.  16th  (pa,drg,tjt). 

S  Reigate,  one  on  Mar.  16th  (jrm). 


469  Bullfinch 

The  largest  number  reported,  and  all  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

M  Inner  London :  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens,  one  territory  (dab). 
K  Joyden’s  Wood,  30  +  on  July  6th  was  the  largest  number  reported  (drg). 
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470  Hawfinch 

E  Beachet  Wood,  one  in  July  (im).  Epping  Forest,  six  in  January  and 
February,  one  on  May  29th  and  five  on  Aug.  23rd  (fcb,nb,cf«).  Seward- 
stone,  two  on  Apr.  20th  (ajg).  Thorndon  Park,  nine  on  Jan.  13th,  six  on 
Feb.  3rd,  five  in  April,  three  in  September  and  on  Nov.  1st  and  seven  on 
Nov.  9th  (mgw). 

H  Amwell  G.P.,  singles  on  Mar.  30th,  Apr.  27th  and  Dec.  20th  (lvpg). 
Broxbourne  Woods,  one  on  Jan.  29th  (gjw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on 
Aug.  7th  (cib).  Northaw  Great  Wood,  one  on  June  18th  (hnhs).  Whip- 
pendell  Woods,  one  on  May  30th  (cib). 

M  Bayhurst  Wood,  one  and  possibly  a  second  on  May  19th  (je).  Bentley 
Priory,  three  on  Nov.  24th,  two  on  Nov.  28th,  one  on  Dec.  11th  (paw). 

B  Great  Halings  Wood,  a  pair  carrying  food  on  June  22nd  (pn). 

K  High  Elms,  one  on  June  7th  (gbc).  Lullingstone,  four  or  five  pairs,  of 
which  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully ;  Orpington,  four  or  five  pairs,  of 
which  at  least  one  pair  bred  successfully  (wjw). 

S  Caterham,  four  to  six  on  Jan.  20th,  singles  on  June  5th  and  July  7th  (sh, 
jcw).  Oxshott,  two  in  Stoke  Wood,  on  May  18th  (wri).  Walton  Heath, 
one  on  Apr.  6th  (wri).  Woldingham,  two  on  Dec.  5th  (sh). 


494  Snow  Bunting 

E  Rainham  Marsh,  a  male  on  Dec.  20th  until  the  end  of  the  year  (mkd). 
B  Datchet  Res.,  a  female  or  immature  male  on  Nov.  8th  (eeg). 


496  Yellowhammer 

Parties  of  50  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Dagnam  Park,  70+  on  Jan.  6th;  75  on  Dec.  25th  (ag). 

H  Buckshill,  70+  on  Dec.  30th  (hnhs).  Rye  Meads  S.F.,  150  at  roost  on 
Feb.  23rd  were  down  to  70  on  Mar.  1st;  200  at  roost  in  November  and 
December  (rmrg). 

M  Harefield  Moor,  50  on  Feb.  23rd  (pn).  Inner  London :  Regent’s  Park,  one 
on  Oct.  21st  (jpw). 

K  Bromley  Common,  50  on  Mar.  30th,  52  on  May  4th,  60  on  Dec.  27th 
(gd,rspb  Bromley).  Dartford  Marsh,  50  on  Feb.  14th  (ce).  Orpington, 
60+  in  January  (rjc). 

S  Holmethorpe  S.P.,  50  on  Feb.  3rd  (dpc). 

1979  Additional  Record. 

H  Stanstead  Abbots  G.P.,  100  on  Feb.  3rd  (lvpg). 

497  Cirl  Bunting 

S  Walton  Heath,  a  male  on  July  6th  (dm). 

506  Reed  Bunting 

Parties  of  50  or  more  and  Inner  London  records  are  given. 

E  Rainham,  120  on  Jan.  1st;  50  on  Oct.  11th  (mkd). 

M  Inner  London:  Hyde  Park,  one  on  Dec.  4th  (dab).  Regent’s  Park,  a 
female  on  Jan.  8th,  a  male  on  Jan.  29th,  a  male  on  Mar.  26th  and  a  male 
singing  from  Apr.  14th  to  25th  (sb,jpw). 
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K  Dartford  Marsh,  200  in  February,  of  which  only  30  remained  into  April. 

Ruxley,  50  to  70  on  Nov.  30th  and  70  to  90  on  Dec.  28th  at  a  roost  (drg). 
S  Inner  London :  Surrey  Docks,  a  breeding  population  of  from  three  to  six 
pairs,  family  parties  seen  in  July;  seven  on  Nov.  20th  and  10+  on  Dec. 
3rd  (dam). 


510  Corn  Bunting 

Breeding  season  distribution,  and  roosts  are  given.  There  were  no  Inner 
London  records. 

E  Singing  males  were  present  as  follows:  Barking,  three;  Berwick  Ponds, 
12;  Cranham/Ockendon,  eight;  Dagnam  Park;  Fairlop,  two;  Hainault 
Havering,  12+ ;  Navestock,  three;  Rainham  Marsh,  six  (ag,mkd). 
Roosts  were  noted  as  follows :  Berwick  Ponds,  50  in  December ;  Dagnam 
Park,  35  on  Mar.  22nd;  Rainham,  50  in  January  and  35  in  February; 
Romford,  18  in  March;  Thurrock,  15  in  December  (kb,mkd,ag). 

H  Chandler’s  Cross,  one  on  June  4th  (jrb^).  Croxleyhall  G.P.,  20+  at 
roost  on  Jan.  19th;  Hampermill,  24  at  roost  on  Feb.  2nd  (cib).  Mill  End, 
one  pair  bred;  75  on  Sept.  20th  and  100  on  Oct.  2nd  (trd).  Moor  Lane 
G.P.,  30  at  roost  on  Mar.  9th  (rap).  N  of  Radlett,  one  singing  on  May 
28th  (hnhs).  Rye  Meads,  10  on  Feb.  23rd  and  Mar.  1st;  25  in  November 
and  December  at  roost  (rmrg).  St.  Albans,  one  singing  on  May  28th; 
West  Hyde,  at  least  one  pair  in  June  and  July  (hb). 

M  Osterley  Park,  four  singing  males  in  May;  one  pair  probably  bred  (dgh). 
Shepperton  G.P.,  one  or  two  singing  males  May  19th  to  July  29th  (hwe). 
Springwell  reed  bed,  1 50  on  Nov.  11  th,  250  on  Nov.  1 6th  at  roost  (cib.je). 
K  Dartford  Marsh,  40  on  Feb.  24th,  seven  pairs  held  territory,  one  of  which 
was  proved  to  breed  successfully  (drg).  Lullingstone,  one  singing  on 
June  22nd  (DJMr).  Ruxley,  170+  on  Jan.  4th,  100+  on  Mar.  1st;  25  +  on 
Novr30th,  60+  on  Dec.  28th  and  80  on  Dec.  30th  at  roost  (pa,sc,drg). 
S  Addington,  one  on  May  10th  (jcw).  Banstead,  one  at  Park  Downs  on 
May  5th  and  18th  (gh,dm«). 
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Register  of  Ornithological  Sites 
in  the  London  Area 

K.  C.  Osborne 


INTRODUCTION 

This  list  of  ornithological  sites  in  the  London  Area  has  been  issued  on  behalf  of 
the  LNHS  Ornithological  Research  Subcommittee.  Its  publication  will  enable 
members  to  check  that  essential  localities  have  been  included. 

The  sites  listed  are  those  known  to  have  been  registered  nationally  with  the 
British  Trust  for  Ornithology  and  the  Nature  Conservancy  Council.  Inevitably 
some  sites  have  already  been  lost  or  redeveloped.  Errors  and  omissions  should 
be  notified  for  correction  in  future  issues  of  the  London  Bird  Report.  Arrange¬ 
ments  to  register  additional  sites  should  be  made  with  the  BTO  Representative 
for  London  (Keith  Betton,  Ryan  Lodge,  13  St.  James’s  Road,  Hampton  Hill, 
Middlesex  TW12  1DH),  who  has  the  necessary  forms  and  can  also  deal  with 
requests  for  information. 

It  must  be  emphasized  that  the  purpose  of  registration  is  conservation,  en¬ 
abling  confidential  site-information  to  be  readily  available  to  NCC  officers  and 
others  in  defending  threatened  sites.  Many  sites  are  private,  or  on  private  land. 
Observers  are  asked  to  respect  privacy  of  access.  Furthermore,  knowledge 
gained  through  observation  (for  example,  rare  breeding  birds)  must  be  kept 
confidential. 


REGISTER  OF  SITES 

Fieldwork  in  the  London  Area  was  mostly  completed  in  the  mid-1970s  by 
individual  observers  following  up  their  research  work  in  the  London  breeding 
atlas  (Montier  1977).  Nationally  over  4,000  sites  have  been  registered. 

The  listing  for  the  London  Area  has  been  summarized  here  under  each  10-km 
square.  County  initial  letter  is  followed  by  site  name  and  OS  reference.  Earlier 
attempts  at  the  draft  stage  to  introduce  habitat  codings  have  been  abandoned, 
owing  to  the  risk  of  inaccuracy.  As  can  be  seen  from  the  map  (overleaf)  of  the 
recording  area,  the  boundaries  match  those  used  for  the  Atlas  and  other  recent 
research  projects. 

Listing  is  by  10-km  squares,  starting  in  the  north  and  reading  bookwise  line- 
by-line  down  the  page.  Inside  each  10-km  square,  the  sites  are  ranked  alpha¬ 
betically.  The  partial  inclusion  of  10-km  squares  on  the  fringe  of  our  recording 
area  is  denoted  by  a  percentage  in  brackets  (e.g.  24%  =  six  tetrads);  *  denotes 
these  sites  outside  the  recording  area  for  which  records  would  not  appear  in  the 
annual  reports.  OS  references  are  intended  to  indicate  the  centre  points  of  sites, 
rather  than  principal  features. 
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10-km  square 

County 

Site 

OS  reference 

TL1 1  (8%) 

H 

Nomansland  Common* 

170126 

H 

Sandridgebury  Wood* 

162108 

H 

Symondshyde  Great  Wood 

195110 

TL21  (40%) 

H 

Brocketpark* 

217124 

H 

Lemsford  Springs  Nature  Reserve* 

222123 

H 

River  Mimram,  Digswell  to 

283130 

Panshanger* 

H 

Panshanger  Park 

283128 

H 

Stanborough  Reedbed 

230105 

TL31  (40%) 

H 

Amwell  South,  Lea  Valley 

380125 

H 

Bayfordbury  Estate 

315104 

H 

Hertford  Heath 

349107 

H 

Rye  House  Marsh 

383103 

H 

Rye  Meads 

388102 

H 

Stanstead  Abbots  Gravel  Pit 

391109 

TL41  (24%) 

E 

River  Stort* 

489150 

TL00  (24  %) 

H 

Berrybushes  Wood  and  North 

069007 

Grove  Wood 

H 

Chipperfield  Common* 

045013 

H 

Kings  Langley  Common* 

068030 

H 

Kings  Langley  Gravel  Pit* 

074036 

H 

Long  Wood 

089025 

TL10  (96%) 

H 

Frogmore/Park  Street  Gravel  Pits 

148028 

H 

Old  Parkbury  Gravel  Pit 

163023 

H 

Prae  Wood 

120070 

H 

River  Ver  Valley* 

125095 

H 

Smallford  Gravel  Pits 

197071 

TL20 

M 

Fir  and  Pond  Woods 

278007 

H 

Hatfield  Park 

240080 

M 

Redwell  Wood 

214026 

TL30 

H 

Broxbourne  Pits 

379078 

H 

Broxbourne  Woods  (inch 

340080 

Broxbourne,  Cowheath, 

Highfield  and  Box  Woods) 

H 

Cheshunt  Gravel  Pits 

370030 

E 

Fisher’s  Green  Gravel  Pit 

376044 

E 

Galleyhill  Wood 

395035 

E 

Hooks  Marsh  Gravel  Pit 

373024 

E 

Nazeing  Gravel  Pits 

385072 

E 

Netherhall  Gravel  Pits 

394083 

H 

Rye  House  Generating  Station 

386087 

H 

Thistly  Marsh  and  Bowyers  Lake 

368018 

H 

Wormley  Wood 

322058 

TL40 

E 

Cobbins  Pond 

409018 

E 

Copt  Hall 

430010 
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10-km  square 

County 

Site 

OS  reference 

E 

Deerpark  Wood 

408038 

E 

Epping  Sewage  Works 

478006 

E 

High,  Roughtalley’s  and  Mount 
Woods,  Gernon  Bushes, 

Birching  Coppice  and  Gaynes 
Park 

490025 

E 

Parndon  Wood 

445070 

TL50  (60%) 

E 

Great  Myles’s 

565009 

TQ09  (84%) 

H 

Cassiobury  Park 

090970 

H 

Maple  Cross  Sewage  Works 

035925 

M 

Old  Park  Wood 

045914 

M 

Springwell  Reed  Bed 

040925 

H 

Stocker’s  Lake 

046935 

H 

Tolpits  Lake 

085944 

H 

West  Hyde  Gravel  Pits 

035912 

H 

Whippendell  Woods  and  Lees 
Woods 

077980 

TQ19 

M 

Bentley  Priory 

155927 

H 

Hilfield  Park  Reservoir 

158959 

H 

Moses  Dell 

162984 

M 

Stanmore  Common 

156940 

TQ29 

M 

Barnet  Gate  Wood 

216948 

M 

Great  Northern  London  Cemetery 

285933 

M 

Hadley  Common 

265972 

M 

Scratchwood 

200950 

M 

Trent  Park 

290970 

TQ39 

M 

Alexandra  Park 

302900 

E 

B.N.A.  Reserve  near  Epping 

397915 

M 

Broomfield  Park 

304927 

M 

Forty  Hall 

337987 

M 

Grovelands  Park 

305944 

E 

Hale  End 

392905 

E 

Highams  Park 

393920 

E 

King  George  V  Reservoir 

374964 

M 

Ponders  End  Sewage  Works  and 
Gravel  Pits 

362946 

E 

Sewardstone  Marsh 

379985 

M 

Whitewebbs  Park 

325997 

E 

William  Girling  Reservoir 

367945 

M 

Wood  Green  Reservoir 

304900 

E 

Yardley  Hill  Sewage  Works 

387958 

TQ49  . 

E 

Epping  Forest 

420985 

E 

Hainault  Forest 

476932 

E 

Long  Hills,  Epping  Forest 

403964 

E 

Roding  Valley  (Chigwell/Buckhurst 
Hill) 

423930 
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10-km  square 

County 

Site 

OS  reference 

TQ59 

E 

Dagnam  Park 

550933 

E 

Part  of  Elavering  Park 

505930 

E 

Navestock  Hall,  Farm  and  Lake 

538985 

E 

Weald  Park 

570945 

TQ69  (24%) 

E 

No  sites  registered  in  LNHS  Area 

TQ08 

M 

Alder  Glade  -  Uxbridge  Nature 
Reserve 

055850 

B 

Black  Park 

010836 

M 

Harefield  Moor  Gravel  Pit 

045892 

M 

Harefield  Place  Nature  Reserve 

056869 

B 

Iver  Heath 

033835 

M 

Little  Britain  Lake 

049813 

M 

Mad  Bess  Wood 

076895 

M 

Ruislip  Nature  Reserve 

090899 

TQ18 

M 

Barn  Hill  Farm 

194874 

M 

Fox  ‘Reservoir’ 

182821 

M 

Harrow  School  Farm  and  Park 

157870 

M 

Perivale  Wood  Local  Nature 

Reserve 

160837 

TQ28 

M 

Brent  Reservoir 

215870 

M 

Hampstead  Heath  (Parliament 

Hill,  Kenwood  and  East  Heath) 

273866 

M 

Hampstead  Heath  (West  and  Sandy 
Heaths) 

258866 

M 

Hendon  Grove 

226893 

M 

Highgate  Woods 

283887 

M 

Hyde  Park  and  Kensington 

Gardens 

270803 

M 

Regent’s  Park  and  Primrose  Hill 

280830 

TQ38 

M 

Parkland  Walk  (disused  railway) 
from  Muswell  Hill  to  Finsbury 
Park 

294902- 

314872 

M 

Stoke  Newington  Reservoirs 

326876 

E 

Walthamstow  Reservoirs 

353890 

E 

Whipps  Cross  Pond  (Hollow  Pond) 

393889 

TQ48 

K 

Erith  Marshes  and  Crossness 

Sewage  Works 

488805 

K 

Plumstead  Marshes 

465805 

E 

Wanstead  Park 

415875 

E 

Wanstead  Sewage  Works 

420870 

TQ58 

E 

Berwick  Ponds 

543835 

E 

Hooks  Hall  Farm 

515855 

E 

Rainham  and  Aveley  Marshes 

525800 

TQ68  (40%) 

E 

Berry  Farm  Sewage  Works 

607865 
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JO- km  square 

County 

Site 

OS  reference 

TQ07 

M 

M 

B 

M 

S 

M 

M 

B 

M 

Bedfont  Gravel  Pits  and  east  of 
Clockhouse  Lane 

King  George  VI  Reservoir 

Old  Slade  Gravel  Pit  complex 

Perry  Oaks  Sewage  Works 
Runnymede  (Coopers  Hill  and 
Langham  Pond)* 

Staines  Moor 

Staines  Reservoir 

Wraysbury  Gravel  Pit  complex 
Wraysbury  Reservoir 

078726 

041732 

040780 

054758 

005720 

033734 

051731 

015735 

025745 

TQ17 

M 

Kempton  Park  (inc.  Half  Moon 
Covert) 

115705 

M 

Kempton  Reservoirs  and  Kempton 
Wood 

122702 

S 

Kew  Gardens 

182769 

S 

Ham  House 

170730 

M 

Osterley  Park  and  surrounding 
farmland 

145780 

M 

Syon  Park  Marsh 

175765 

TQ27 

S 

Barn  Elms  Reservoir 

228770 

S 

Battersea  Park 

282772 

M 

Bishop’s  Park,  Fulham 

241761 

S 

Clapham  Common 

284749 

M 

Holland  Park 

248796 

S 

Richmond  Park 

200730 

M 

St.  James’s  Park  and  Green  Park 

294798 

S 

Tooting  Bee  Common 

292721 

S 

Wandsworth  Common 

275738 

s 

Wimbledon  Common  and  Putney 
Heath 

225720 

s 

Wimbledon  Park 

247723 

TQ37 

s 

Dulwich  College  Grounds 

337727 

s 

Surrey  Commercial  Docks 

360797 

TQ47 

K 

Chislehurst  Common 

442703 

K 

Foots  Cray  Meadows 

480715 

K 

Ruxley  Gravel  Pits 

473700 

TQ57 

K 

Crayford  Ness 

532781 

K 

Dartford  Heath 

516733 

K 

Dartford  Marsh 

544774 

K 

Joyden’s  Wood 

500715 

K 

Littlebrook 

558763 

* 

K 

Stone  Marsh 

568755 

K 

Sutton-at-Hone  and  Darenth 

Gravel  Pits 

560704 

E 

West  Thurrock  Marshes 

582770 

TQ67  (40%) 

E 

Grays  Chalk  Quarry 

609788 
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10- km  square 

County 

Site 

OS  reference 

TQ06  (64%) 

S 

Painshill  Park 

095600 

M 

Queen  Mary  Reservoir 

070695 

M 

Shepperton  Gravel  Pits 

065674 

M 

Near  Shepperton 

077663 

S 

Silvermere 

081609 

s 

Thorpe  Water  Park 

030681 

s 

Wey  Manor  Farm  and  Ham  Moor 
Sandpit 

065640 

TQ16 

M 

Bushy  and  Hampton  Court  Parks 

160690 

s 

Epsom  Common 

190605 

s 

Esher,  Arbrook  and  Oxshott 

Heaths 

135625 

s 

Island  Barn  Reservoir 

140670 

s 

Littleworth  Common 

148652 

s 

Princes  Coverts 

160610 

s 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Reservoir 

120670 

s 

Walton  Reservoir 

122685 

s 

West  End  Common 

125632 

TQ26 

s 

Banstead  Downs 

252610 

s 

Beddington  Sewage  Works 

290662 

s 

Cuddington  Golf  Course 

240615 

s 

Mitcham  Common 

285675 

s 

Morden  Hall  Park 

263685 

TQ36  ' 

s 

Addington  Hills  and  Shirley  Park 
Golf  Course 

352645 

s 

Croham  Hurst 

337632 

s 

Kings  Wood 

352603 

s 

Mitchley  Wood 

337603 

K 

Park  Langley 

380675 

s 

Riddlesdown 

329600 

s 

Selsdon  Wood 

3636S7 

K 

Well  Wood 

398644 

TQ46 

K 

Bromley  Common  (Rookery  Estate 
Lands) 

410670 

K 

Darrick  Wood 

443650 

K 

Keston  Common 

419642 

K 

Petts  Wood/Hoblingwell  Wood 

450690 

K 

Sparrow  Wood,  Roundabout 

Wood  and  Crofton  Heath 

437665 

TQ56  (96%) 

K 

River  Darent  and  Gravel  Pits  at 
Horton  Kirby 

558683 

TQ66  (8  %) 

K 

Hartley  and  Foxendown  Woods 

616675 

TQ05  (4%) 

S 

Wisley  and  Ockham  Commons* 

078585 

TQ15  (64%) 

s 

Ashtead  Common 

175595 

s 

Great  Bookham  Common 

130565 
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10-km  square 

County 

Site 

OS  reference 

S 

Little  Bookham  Common 

124561 

S 

Norbury  Park 

160540 

S 

Nower  Wood 

195547 

S 

Plough  Lane  Water  Meadows 

105592 

S 

Woodlands  Park 

144585 

TQ25 

S 

Banstead  and  Perrotts  Woods 

264590 

S 

Banstead  and  Walton  Heaths 

232540 

S 

Buckland  Sandpits 

230510 

S 

Fames  Rough 

265573 

S 

Gatton  Park 

271525 

S 

Great  Hurst  Wood 

210553 

S 

Headley  Heath 

200535 

S 

Holmethorpe  and  Nutfield  Sand 
Pits 

295515 

s 

Park  Downs,  Banstead 

265585 

s 

Upper  Gatton  Park 

271544 

TQ35 

s 

Farthing  Down 

300580 

s 

Leigh  Place 

360509 

s 

Marden  Park 

365540 

TQ45  (84%) 

K 

Brasted  Wood 

475561 

S/K 

Limpsfield  Chart  to  Hosey 
Common 

445523 

TQ55  (24%) 

K 

Sevenoaks  Gravel  Pits 

522570 
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Bird  Ringing  in  the  London  Area 

J.  D.  Hook 

INTRODUCTION 

Although  bird  ringing  has  been  carried  out  within  the  Societies  boundaries  since 
the  first  official  ringing  scheme  was  started  by  H.  F.  Witherby  in  1909  when  rings 
marked  “Witherby”,  High  Holborn,  London  were  used,  very  little  of  the  inform¬ 
ation  gained  has  been  published  in  recent  London  Bird  Reports. 

This  year  it  was  decided  to  request  ringing  groups  and  individual  ringers 
operating  within  the  area  to  submit  details  of  their  recoveries  and  controls 
to  see  if  sufficient  data  would  be  forthcoming  to  enable  a  Ringing  Section 
to  become  a  regular  feature  in  the  Report.  As  the  following  Tables  indicate 
the  response  was  very  good  and  included  recoveries  dating  back  several  years. 
In  this  preliminary  report  selected  recoveries  and  controls  from  1970  to  1979 
are  shown  under  Table  I  and  1980  in  Table  II.  Only  a  few  recoveries  from 
before  1970  were  submitted  and  have  not  been  included  but  special  mention 
should  be  made  of  a  male  and  female  Linnet  ringed  at  Walton  Res.,  Surrey  on 
the  29th  September  1968,  both  were  recovered  (shot  or  killed  by  man)  on  the 
26th  October  1968.  The  male  was  recovered  at  Labouheyre,  Landes,  France, 
801  km.S.  and  the  female  at  Vielle  St.  Girons,  Landes,  832  km.S.,  43  kilometres 
apart. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  initial  effort  will  encourage  ringing  groups  and 
other  ringers  to  submit  details  of  their  recoveries  and  controls  annually  so  that  a 
more  comprehensive  ringing  section  can  be  included  in  future  London  Bird 
Reports. 

LIST  OF  CONTRIBUTORS 

D.  Carr  -  Rye  Meads  R.G. 

P  Delaloye  -  Maple  Cross  R.G. 

G.  Geer  -  Hersham  R.G. 

K.  J.  Herber  -  Runnymead  R.G. 

P.  Meridith  -  Dartford  R.G. 

C.  Ogston  -  Hersham  R.G. 

C.  W.  Plant 

R.  F.  Sanderson 

T.  S.  Spall  -  Rye  Meads  R.G. 

B.  Taggart 
J.  P.  Widgery 

TABLE  I  AND  TABLE  II 

SELECTED  LIST  OF  RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS 
SELECTION  CRITERIA 

The  General  Selection  Criteria  for  Table  I  (1970-1979  Recoveries  and  Controls) 
and  Table  11(1 980  Recoveries  and  Controls),  with  few  exceptions,  are  as  follows : 

(a)  Foreign  ringed  birds  or  recoveries 

(b)  Unusual  and  interesting  movements 

(c)  Longevity 

ARRANGEMENT  OF  ENTRIES 

Recoveries  are  arranged  by  species  based  on  the  Voous  classification  and 
within  species  order  of  ringing  date.  Ringing  details  are  given  on  the  first  line 
and  recovery  data  on  the  second,  and  where  applicable,  subsequent  lines. 
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KEY  TO  SYMBOLS  AND  TERMS 
Age  at  time  of  ringing. 

This  is  given  according  to  the  EURING  code  -  the  figures  do  not  represent  years. 
The  interpretation  of  the  code  is  as  follows : 

1  -  Pullus:  nestling  or  chick  not  yet  flying 

2  -  Fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  uncertain 

3  -  Definitely  hatched  during  calendar  year  of  ringing 

4  -  Hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing,  exact  year  unknown 

5  -  Definitely  hatched  during  previous  calendar  year 

6  -  Hatched  before  previous  calendar  year,  exact  year  unknown 
Sex: 

cJ  -  Male 

9  -  Female 

J  -  Juvenile 

=  -  Sexed  on  recovery  of  control 

Manner  of  recovery : 

V  -  Caught  or  trapped,  released  with  ring 
+  -  Shot  or  killed  by  man 

X  -  Found  dead  or  dying 
O  -  Caught  or  trapped  alive  and  not  released, 
or  released  but  with  ring  removed 
/?/  -  Exact  manner  of  recovery  unknown  or  uncertain 


TABLE  I 


SELECTED  RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS 


1970-1979 


Tufted  Duck 

FV  21177 


3  9.10.1977  Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

+  16.9.1978  Mortgorn,  Skellefted- 


Vasterbotten,  Sweden. 


Goosander 

AH  9729 


49  10.12.1971  Walton  Res.,  Surrey. 

X  —.11.1973  Linkoping,  Ostergotland, 


Sweden. 


Water  Rail 

DS  81061 


4  13.3.1971  Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

X  25.9.1971  Outer  Gabbard  Light  Ship, 


East  of  Harwich. 


Moorhen 


Hiddensee 

417442 


4  1.8.1972  Cumbacherteich, 

Thuringen,  German  D.R. 
V  5.3.1978  Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Herts. 


Little  Ringed  Plover 

BV  01254  3J  18.8.1979  Rainham,  Essex. 

X  26.8.1979  Near  Arles,  Bouches-Du- 

Rhone,  France. 
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Dunlin 

BH  20841 

Longevity  record 


5 

V 


25.1.1970  Dartford,  Kent. 

8.8.1979  Schleswig-Holstein 

(Helgoland)  German  F.R. 


Dunlin 

BB  88092  4  13.1.1974 

V  8.7.1975 


Most  northerly  point  of  Norway 


Dartford,  Kent. 
Varangerenfjord,  (Finnmark) 

Norway. 


Black-headed  Gull 

A  catch  of  365  at  Dartford,  Kent,  on  27th  December,  1970  included  four  British 
and  four  Foreign  controlled  birds  ringed  in  German  D.R.  (1)  German  F.R.  (1) 
Latvian  S.S.R.  ( 1 )  Sweden  ( 1 ) 


Following  is  a  list  of  the  countries  where  birds  from  this  one  catch  have  been 
recovered. 


1971  Denmark  (2)  Finland  (1) 

1972  German  D.R.  (1) 

1973  Latvian  S.S.R.  (2) 

1974  Denmark  (1) 

1975  Netherlands  (2)  U.S.S.R.  (1) 

1976  Latvian  S.S.R.  (1)  Netherlands  (2) 

1977  Czechoslovakia  (1)  Poland  (1) 

L978  Denmark  (1) 

1979  Denmark  (1) 

1980  See  Table  II 


All  recoveries  other  than  those  from  Denmark  and  the  Netherlands  were  made 
between  April  and  August,  mainly  at  breeding  colonies. 

Common  Gull 


ED  99018 

6 

1.2.1970 

Dartford,  Kent. 

X 

30.8.1975 

Noarootsi, 

Estonian  S.S.R. 

Arnhem 

3244803 

3 

8.10.1976 

Westduinen,  (Zuid  Holland) 

Netherlands. 

V 

30.12.1978 

Potters  Bar,  Herts. 

Common  Tern 

CJ  50803 

1 

6.7.1975 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

+ 

15.10.1979 

Accra  Harbour, 

Ghana. 

CJ  86072 

1 

19.7.1975 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

V 

2.10.1978 

Porto,  Portugal. 

CE  24922 

1 

26.6.1976 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

o 

20.1.1978 

At  sea  off  St.  Louis. 

Senegal. 

Turtle  Dove 

DA  27599 

3 

8.8.1976 

Bexley,  Kent. 

+ 

17.9.1978 

Pueto  De  Santa  Maria, 
(Cadiz)  Spain. 
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Swift 


SC  32077 

4 

10.8.1962 

Elmers  End  S.F.,  Kent. 

X 

26.7.1976 

Bromley,  Kent. 

(Found  Dying) 

Longevity  record,  adult  when  ringed. 

SA  09343 

4 

25.5.1974 

Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx. 

/?/ 

27.11.1975 

Kalomba,  Kasoi,  Zaire/ 

SA  58538 

4 

11.6.1977 

Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Herts. 

O 

9.9.1979 

Meknes,  Morocco. 

Kingfisher 

SE  39469 

4? 

4.7.1970 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

X 

17.10.1970 

Etal,  (Morbihan) 

France. 

First  ever  foreign  recovery  of  this  species 

Sand  Martin 

KC  34906 

3 

4.9.1976 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

V 

31.7.1977 

Dyce,  Aberdeenshire. 

Jersey 

C36708 

4 

24.4.1977 

Grouville  Marsh,  Jersey. 

V 

28.7.1977 

Wraysbury  G.P.,  Bucks. 

Swallow 

Pretoria 

A26762 

4c£ 

15.1.1970 

Melkamer,  Cape  Province, 

South  Africa. 

V 

29.8.1970 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

JC  51932 

3 

14.8.1971 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

X 

25.1.1972 

Port  Elizabeth,  South  Africa 

Meadow  Pipit 

JH  23098 

2 

19.9.1971 

Dartford,  Kent. 

X 

20.12.1971 

Montemde-O-Velho, 

(Beira  Litoral)  Portugal. 

A1  88924 

2 

17.9.1979 

Fair  Isle. 

V 

16.12.1979 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

Yellow  Wagtail 

JB  08331 

2 

1.8.1970 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

/?/ 

28.9.1970 

Casablanca,  Morocco. 

Grey  Wagtail 

JK  70067 

2 

7.10.1972 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

V 

19.5.1974 

Near  Forfar,  Angus, 
Scotland. 

Wren 

2 

16.11.1974 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

X 

5.5.1975 

Midhurst,  Sussex. 

Good  movement  for  species. 

Robin 

KP  44824 

3 

20.10.1976 

Low  Hauxley, 
Northumberland. 

V 

30.10.1976 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 
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Blackbird 


CJ  37532 

3 

25.11.1972 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

X 

25.4.1978 

Luutalahti,  Tuupovaara, 
Kuopio,  Finland. 

Recovered  32  km  from  Russian  border. 

Bruxelles 

8Z  28525 

3 

27.9.1977 

Bornem  (Antwerpen) 

Belgium. 

V 

19.11.1977 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

V 

11.3.1978 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

V 

11.11.1978 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

Fieldfare 

CP  04048 

3? 

11.11.1970 

Dartford,  Kent. 

+ 

30.1.1972 

Andilla  (Valencia)  Spain. 

XA  24937 

6? 

21.3.1976 

Bexley,  Kent. 

/?/ 

15.10.1976 

Near  Zakopane,  (Krakow) 

Poland. 

Song  Thrush 

CP  04385 

3 

19.12.1971 

Dartford,  Kent. 

- 

+ 

13.1.1978 

Thaims  Gemozac, 
(Charents-Maritime) 

France. 

Redwing 

CJ  23041 

3 

23.10.1971 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

X 

6.5.1972 

Ruutila  Munamaki, 

Turku  &  Pori,  Finland. 

BV  01798 

3 

26.10.1974 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

/?/ 

12.3.1976 

Lladio,  Alava,  Spain. 

BY  57545 

3 

4.12.1977 

Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Herts. 

V 

Return  winter  migrant 

21.10.1979 

Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Herts. 

Sedge  Warbler 

JP  95903 

3 

26.7.1975 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

X 

13.8.1975 

Amrisiwil,  Thurgaw, 

Switzerland. 

First  ever  British 

Sedge 

Warbler  recovered  in  Switzerland 

KV  70296 

4 

15.5.1978 

Blaydon,  Durham. 

V 

18.8.1978 

Wraysbury  G.P.,  Bucks. 

Reed  Warbler 

Paris 

2305913 

4 

15.5.1975 

Settat,  Morocco. 

v=$ 

5.6.1976 

Dartford,  Kent. 

KK  25706 

3J 

24.7.1977 

West  Thurrock,  Essex. 

X 

6.9.1977 

St.  Jean  De  Luz, 
(Pyrenees- Atlantiques) 

France. 

Paris 

2324236 

4 

10.5.1977 

Settat,  Morocco. 

V 

6.8.1978 

Wraysbury  G.P.,  Bucks. 
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KX  07405 

4 

25.6.1978 

Wraysbury  G.P.,  Bucks. 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

X 

4.10.1978 

Agadir,  Morocco. 

Brussels 

660714 

4 

5.9.1978 

West  Vlaandren,  Belgium. 

V 

15.9.1979 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

Whitethroat 

KC  33360 

4 

30.4.1977 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

V 

10.7.1977 

Golham  Wood,  Notts. 

Garden  Warbler 

JV  57170 

4 

26.4.1975 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

V 

28.8.1976 

Beachy  Head,  Sussex. 

Blackcap 

HX  42115 

4 

28.6.1969 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

/?/ 

2.5.1972 

Paterna  Del  Campo, 
Huelva,  Spain. 

A  240517 

3(3 

19.8.1979 

Chew  Valley  Lake,  Avon. 

V 

16.9.1979 

Bexley,  Kent. 

Chiffchaff 

782865 

2 

18.9.1976 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

V 

13.3.1978 

Reghaia,  Algeria. 

023460 

4 

8.1.1978 

Dartford,  Kent. 

V 

Wintering  both  years 

28.11.1979 

Ruxley  G.P.,  Kent. 

Willow  Warbler 

565531 

3J 

20.8.1972 

Worth  Matravers,  Dorset. 

V 

1.7.1973 

Walton  Res.,  Surrey. 

069805 

3J 

20.7.1976 

Worbrough  Res., 

Barnsley,  Yorks. 

V 

25.9.1976 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

825332 

4 

9.4.1977 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

V 

6.8.1977 

Wintersett  Res., 

Wakefield,  Yorks. 

4B  5432 

3 

14.7.1979 

Kirby  Underwood,  Bourne 
Lincolnshire. 

V 

10.8.1979 

Regent’s  Park. 

Goldcrest 

809578 

2(3 

6.10.1974 

Canterbury,  Kent. 

V 

5.4.1975 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

026991 

2 

19.10.1977 

Dungeness,  Kent. 

V 

18.3.1978 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

KS  13590 

3 

1.9.1979 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

X 

25.9.1979 

Villanona-Amasa,  Tolosa, 
Guipozcoa,  Spain. 
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Bearded  Tit 


JP  21700 

4(3 

20.1.1974 

Rainham,  Essex. 

V 

22.4.1974 

Kempen-Krefeld, 

Near  Dusseldorf 

German  F.R. 

Long-tailed  Tit 

3B  8505 

2 

14.10.1978 

Walberswick,  Suffolk. 

V 

3.2.1979 

Wanstead  S.F.,  Essex. 

Starling 

XX  47675 

6? 

3.1.1971 

Dartford,  Kent. 

X 

-.5.1971 

Near  Shakhun’ya  (Gorkiy) 

U.S.S.R. 

A  distance  of  1,925  miles 

XC  60436 

4? 

3.2.1978 

Dartford,  Kent. 

+ 

2.9.1978 

Haikara,  Nivala  (Oulu) 

Finland. 

Chaffinch 

Helsinki 

K  465194 

30.9.1968 

Helsinki,  Finland. 

V 

18.12.1974 

Dartford,  Kent. 

JK  70986 

3c? 

14.10.1972 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

X 

14.6.1976 

Ravlanda,  Alvsborg, 

Sweden. 

Ring  recovered  from  Sparrowhawk  pellet 

JP  21459 

4c? 

11.11.1973 

Dartford,  Kent. 

X 

13.4.1975 

Adendorf,  Luneburg, 

German  F.R. 

Reported  as  arriving  on  breeding  territory  of  resident  male  Chaffinch  on 
11.4.1975.  Killed  by  resident  male  on  13.4.1975 


Arnhem 

B276842 

3? 

26.10.1973 

Wassenaar,  (Zuid  Holland) 

Netherlands. 

V 

2.11.1975 

Bexley,  Kent. 

A  059192 

3? 

7.11.1978 

Dungeness,  Kent. 

V 

28.1.1979 

Dartford,  Kent. 

Greenfinch 

BH  10971 

3c? 

2.8.1969 

Knaresborough,  Yorkshire. 

V 

24.1.1970 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

BA  74871 

6c? 

12.7.1971 

Bexley,  Kent. 

X 

20.1.1972 

Brockley,  Near  Bristol, 
Somerset. 

BS  25396 

4? 

29.1.1978 

Wellington,  Somerset. 

V 

4.11.1978 

Potters  Bar,  Herts. 

NE  06077 

5c? 

5.2.1978 

Attingham,  Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire. 

V 

27.1.1979 

Potters  Bar,  Herts. 
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Goldfinch 

Paris 

930020 

4cJ 

21.2.1968 

Carenton,  (Manche)  France. 

V 

11.8.1974 

Bexley,  Kent. 

JK  79777 

4? 

17.6.1973 

Bexley,  Kent. 

O 

8.12.1973 

San  Agustin  De  Guadalix 
Madrid,  Spain. 

JV  59728 

49 

14.9.1974 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

. 

/?/ 

30.12.1974 

Le  on,  Spain. 

A  187038 

49 

18.8.1978 

Wraysbury  G.P.,  Bucks. 

X 

—.10.1978 

Olazagutia,  (Navarra) 

Spain. 

Siskin 

JA  93883 

59 

11.2.1973 

Walton-on-Thames. 

V 

26.1.1975 

Gelnhausen,  Darmstadt, 
Hessen,  German  F.R. 

JR  39799 

5  c? 

19.1.1974 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

V 

16.4.1975 

Serrahn,  Neustrelitz, 
Neubrandenburg, 

German  D.R. 

JR  39883 

5c? 

8.3.1974 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

V 

22.3.1975 

Beauly, 

V 

4.4.1975 

Inverness-shire 

Linnet 

JR  38451 

3c? 

25.8.1973 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

V 

10.2.1975 

Hooglede,  West  Vlaandren, 

Belgium. 

JV  59042 

3J 

22.6.1974 

15.10.1974 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 
Puertolland,  Guildad  Real, 

Spain. 

Redpoll 

KE  35214 

3J 

2.9.1975 

Bexley,  Kent. 

X 

9.1.1978 

Robion,  Cavaillon, 
(Vaucluse)  France. 

KR  99557 

4 

11.9.1977 

Bexley,  Kent. 

X 

-.3.1978 

Saint  Andiol, 

(Bouches  De  Rhone)  France 

Both  recovered  east  of  Marseille. 

' 

KH  76103 

5c? 

4.4.1976 

Bexley,  Kent. 

X 

1.6.1976 

Cumnock,  Ayr,  Scotland. 

A  349358 

3J 

5.8.1979 

Grimstone  Woods, 
Withernsea,  Humberside. 

V 

16.12.1979 

Ruxley  G.P.,  Kent. 

Bullfinch 

JV  77528 

3J 

18.8.1974 

Dartford,  Kent. 

V 

22.12.1974 

East  Cosham,  Portsmouth, 
Hants. 

A  good  movement  for  this  species. 
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Reed  Bunting 

Stavanger 

9430763  3?  24.9.1979  Uthaug,  Orland, 

Sor-Thondelag,  Norway. 

V  24. 1 1 . 1 979  Chobham  Common,  Surrey. 

This  is  only  the  second  recovery  in  Britain  of  a  Reed  Bunting  ringed  in 
Norway. 


TABLE  II 

SELECTED  RECOVERIES  AND  CONTROLS  1980 


Dunlin 

893630  3 

20.9.70 

Revtangen,  Klepp, 
Rogaland,  Norway. 

V 

20.12.80 

Rainham,  Essex. 

Longevity  3,744  days. 

871  km  SW 

BB  63035  5 

17.1.71 

Dartford,  Kent. 

V 

26.1.80 

Swanscombe,  Kent. 

Longevity  3,296  days. 

8  km  E 

Black-headed  Gull 

ED  99040  5 

15.2.70 

Dartford,  Kent. 

X 

30.4.80 

Petrodoorets,  Leningrad, 

U.S.S.R. 

Longevity  3,722  days. 

2,072  km  NE 

ED  99220  4 

27.12.70 

Dartford,  Kent. 

V 

6.4.80 

Copenhagen,  Denmark. 

Longevity  3,388  days. 

937  km  NE 

ED  99135  4 

27.12.70 

Dartford,  Kent. 

/?/ 

23.6.80 

Karrbole-Jomala, 

Aland,  Finland. 

Longevity  3,466  days. 

1,560  km  NE 

Common  Tern 

CE  24988  1 

29.5.77 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

V 

29.1.80 

Lone,  Togo,  West  Africa. 
5,070  km  S 

Swift 

SE  62246  4 

17.5.70 

Walton  Res.,  Surrey. 

X 

16.5.80 

Hampton,  Middx. 

Longevity  3,649  days. 

Sand  Martin 

Paris 

2397333  3 

29.7.78 

Arqueves,  Somme,  France. 

V 

12.7.80 

Kempton  Park,  Middx. 

251  km  NNW 

Blackbird 

CP  38899  5 

15.5.70 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

X 

15.2.80 

Staines,  Middx. 

Longevity  3,444  days. 

Local. 
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Song  Thrush 

NX  08919 

3 

5.11.78 

West  Thurrock.  Essex. 

X 

29.8.80 

Emden,  German  F.R. 

515  km  ENE 

Redwing 

BV  44965 

6 

11.1.79 

Kempton  Park.  Middx. 

• 

+ 

9.11.80 

Mainbressy.  Ardennes, 

France. 

377  km  SE 

NX  40364 

3 

30.12.79 

Dartford,  Kent. 

+ 

12.12.80 

Gauriac,  Blaye,  Gironde, 

France. 

708  km  SSW 

Cetti’s  Warbler 

AO  08430 

3 

12.8.79 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

V 

23.5.80 

Wicken  Fen,  Cambs. 

61  km  N 

Sedge  Warbler 

A  293675 

3J 

15.8.79 

Wraysbury  G.P..  Bucks. 

V 

26.7.80 

Workington,  Cumbria. 

409  km  NW 

A  293955 

3J 

20.8.79 

Wraysbury  G.P..  Bucks. 

V 

29.7.80 

Loch  Connell,  Stranraer. 
Dumfries  &  Galloway. 

498  km  NW 

A  847577 

4  + 

28.7.80 

Ousefleet,  Goole,  Humberside 

V 

9.8.80 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

'  256  km  S 

A  739360 

3J 

16.8.80 

Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Herts. 

V 

19.8.80 

Weymouth,  Dorset. 

176  km  SW 

Reed  Warbler 

KC  07925 

1 

24.6.78 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

Killed  by  catapult 

+ 

1.5.80 

Lakamane,  Diena,  Mali. 

4,235  km  SE 

A  739356 

3 

16.8.80 

Maple  Cross  S.F..  Herts. 

V 

27.8.80 

Millwater.  Somerset. 

179  km  SW 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

KR  05399 

4 

5.5.79 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

X 

6.11.80 

Bir  El  Abd,  Northern  Sinai, 

Egypt. 

3,564  km  SE 

Garden  Warbler 

A  832434 

3 

3.8.80 

Gotham  Wood,  Notts. 

V 

13.8.80 

West  Thurrock,  Essex. 

185  km  SSE 
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Blackcap 


A  165769 

3? 

26.8.79 

Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Herts. 

V 

29.6.80 

Newington,  Kent. 

86  km  E 

A  567519 

3 

10.9.79 

Waltham  Cross,  Herts. 

+ 

25.2.80 

Alger,  Algeria. 

1,736  km  SSE 

Chiffchaff 

9A  3643 

4 

5.4.80 

Queen  Mary  G.P.,  Middx. 

V 

1.6.80 

Gotham  Wood,  Notts. 

171  km  NNW 

Long-tailed  Tit 

3B  8503 

2 

14.10.78 

Walberswick,  Suffolk. 

V 

9.11.80 

Wanstead  S.F., 

136  km  SW 

Coal  Tit 

A  091340 

3 

21.10.78 

Dartford,  Kent. 

X 

15.3.80 

Ashford,  Kent. 

53  km  SE 

Starling 

XB  06262 

3 

31.12.78 

Rye  Meads,  Herts. 

X 

25.4.80 

Delmenhorst,  German  F.R 

XJ  14149 

6 

19.1.80 

Potters  Bar,  Herts. 

X 

13.4.80 

Zhlibinai,  Plunge, 
Lithuanian  S.S.R. 

1,528  km  ENE 

Chaffinch 

HX  41245 

2 

6.12.69 

Queen  Mary  Res.,  Middx. 

X 

27.4.80 

Ashford,  Middx. 

Longevity  3,792  days. 

Local 

(Not  known  if  found  dying  or  how  long  dead) 

A  490098 

5 

19.1.80 

Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Herts. 

X 

25.6.80 

Jantland,  Sweden. 

1,464  km  NE 

A  616195 

6 

1.3.80 

Potters  Bar,  Herts. 

V 

15.10.80 

Rybachiy,  Kaliningrad, 
U.S.S.R. 

First  British  ringed  Chaffinch 

1,434  km  ENE 

recovered  in  the  U.S.S.R. 


Brambling 


A  490129 

5 

27.1.80 

Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Herts. 

X 

6.5.80 

Svanvik,  Gothenburg, 
Sweden. 

1,061  km  NE 

A  490348 

6 

22.3.80 

Maple  Cross  S.F.,  Herts. 

+ 

1.12.80 

Losinj,  Hrvatska, 

Yugoslavia. 

1,356  km  SE 
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Greenfinch 


NC  44772 

2 

29.3.78 

Cleethorpes,  Humberside. 

V 

22.3.80 

Potters  Bar,  Herts. 

208  km  S 

NH  14964 

6 

24.2.79 

Potters  Bar,  Herts. 

V 

15.7.79 

Belmesthorpe,  Nr.  Stamford, 
Leicester  &  Rutland. 

109  km  N 

• 

X 

12.2.80 

Potters  Bar,  Herts. 

109  km  S 

NA  57927 

5 

5.8.79 

West  Thurrock,  Essex. 

V 

20.1.80 

Calmore,  Southampton, 
Hants. 

141  km  SW 

Redpoll 

KR  99814 

2 

7.10.77 

Bexley,  Kent. 

X 

9.8.80 

Newmarket,  Suffolk. 

89  km  N 

A  472148 

4 

30.9.79 

Dartford,  Kent. 

X 

19.4.80 

Oostduinkerke, 
West-Vlaanderen,  Belgium. 

176  km  ESE 
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LOCAL  RECOVERIES 

The  following  table  gives  a  breakdown  of  one  ringing  groups’  local  recoveries 
over  an  1 1  year  period  from  1970  to  1980. 

The  group  operates  in  the  outer  suburbs,  and  for  the  purpose  of  this  exercise 
the  term  ‘local’  applies  to  birds  recovered  up  to  a  distance  of  10  kilometres  from 
the  location  where  they  were  originally  ringed. 

Only  ‘resident’  species  have  been  selected  although  as  the  figures  alongside 
indicate  several  of  these  species  move  through  the  area  from  other  parts  of  the 
country  and  the  continent.  Birds  controlled  by  other  ringers  have  not  been 
included. 

As  to  be  expected  nearly  half  of  the  recovery  forms  showed  ‘found  dead’, 
this,  plus  the  fact  that  ageing  is  indeterminable  in  certain  species  meant  that  a 
complete  age  analysis  of  the  recoveries  was  impossible  but  of  the  total  number 
that  could  be  aged  when  ringed  and  recovered  44%  were  first  year  birds. 
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Pied  Wagtail 

1 

1 

Wren 

2 

2 

1 

Dunnock 

4 

4 

Robin 

6 

6 

1 

Blackbird 

28 

14  1 

3 

Song  Thrush 

10 

7 

5  1 

Mistle  Thrush 

1 

Goldcrest 

Coal  Tit 

1 

Blue  Tit 

10 

7 

4 

2 

Great  Tit 

5 

3 

1 

Starling 

14 

1 

1 

Tree  Sparrow 

1 

Chaffinch 

5 

2 

Greenfinch 

13 

3 

8  1 

Goldfinch 

1 

Linnet 

3 

Redpoll 

6 

6 

1 

Bullfinch 

6 

2 

1 

3 

Yellowhammer 

2 

1 

2 

195 

1 

1 

1 

7 

760 

— 

8 

1553 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

16 

1106 

1 

2 

1 

3 

52 

3118 

3 

6 

1 

25 

1541 

5 

4 

1 

153 

— 

— 

1 

1 

202 

— 

— 

1 

344 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

29 

3581 

5 

— 

1 

10 

1438 

1 

1 

17 

1895 

2 

12 

1 

697 

2 

— 

1 

8 

1525 

— 

5 

4 

1 

30 

2978 

21 

— 

1 

1324 

- 

5 

1 

4 

1124 

1 

1 

15 

6138 

34 

8 

2  1 

15 

1317 

4 

— 

3 

394 

— 

— 

113  59  1  28  2  9  2  7  5  2  5  2  5  5  1  246  31383  80  41 
7.  Z).  Hook,  7  Lorraine  Court,  53  The  Avenue,  Beckenham,  Kent  BR3  2EQ. 


Notes 


' 


• 

sy 


Notes  for  Contributors 


The  Editor  welcomes  papers,  short  notes  and  photographs  relating  to  the  orni¬ 
thology  of  the  London  Area,  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  authors  on  the  accept¬ 
ability  of  material  at  draft  stage  if  desired. 

Manuscripts  All  texts  must  be  typewritten,  double-spaced  on  A4  paper,  using 
one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  A  wide  left-hand  margin  is  essential.  Lines  should  be 
full-out,  except  for  new  paragraphs  and  turned  lines  in  lists.  Underlining  should 
be  restricted  to  words  to  be  set  in  italics.  Tables  and  captions  must  be  typed  on 
separate  sheets. 

Style  English  names  of  birds  and  animals  require  initial  capitals  except  after  a 
hyphen,  but  group  names  and  flowers  do  not.  Scientific  names  should  be  under¬ 
lined  for  italics,  but  only  the  first  (generic)  name  needs  an  initial  capital.  Their 
use  in  the  text  is  optional  if  listed  in  The  ‘ British  Birds  ’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western 
Palearctic.  Dates  should  take  the  form  Apr.  28th,  1976;  numbers  under  eleven 
should  be  spelt  out  in  text;  fractions  should  be  decimalized;  and,  whenever 
possible,  metric  equivalents  should  be  given  in  brackets  after  English  measure¬ 
ments.  Optional  spellings  should  adopt  the  forms  recommended  by  Fowler  and/ 
or  the  Oxford  English  Dictionary.  Abbreviations  should  be  standard.  Full  points 
should  be  omitted  from  well-known  initials,  such  as  BTO,  LNHS  and  RSPB, 
but  retained  in  ‘e.g.\  ‘i.e.’  and  Let  al.\  Quotation  marks,  if  used,  should  be  single 
not  double.  Publications  should  not  be  in  quotes,  but  underlined  for  italics. 
Parenthesis  within  brackets  should  be  avoided.  References  need  to  adopt  the 
following  style: 

Parslow,  J,  1967.  Changes  in  status  among  breeding  birds  in  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Brit.  Birds  60  :  276-7 . 

Parslow,  J,  1973.  Breeding  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  Berkhamsted. 

Illustrations  Figures,  graphs  and  photographs  in  papers  must  be  kept  to  the 
minimum.  Artwork  should  not  be  prepared  until  size  of  reproduction  is  known 
and  the  editor  has  been  consulted. 

Photographs  Prints  submitted  for  reproduction  on  the  front  cover  and  inside 
pages  must  allow  sufficient  background  for  masking  and  blockmaking.  If  sent 
by  post,  they  must  be  packed  in  thick  board. 

Proofs  Authors  of  papers  and  short  notes  will  be  sent  proofs,  but  only  mistakes 
by  the  Printers  may  be  changed  at  this  stage. 

Reprints  Up  to  25  free  reprints  of  papers  are  provided,  if  ordered  in  advance  by 
authors.  Larger  quantities  are  charged  at  cost. 

All  material  for  publication  should  be  submitted  direct  to  the  Editor,  P.  Clement, 
9  Headley,  King  Charles  Road,  Surbiton,  Surrey  (Telephone  01-399  1977). 
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